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T O T H E 

READER 



THE Author acquaints us In bis Pre^ 
face^ that he has coUe£led into thefol^ 
lowing fforky all the curious and authentic Par^ 
ticulars which have any material Relation to the 
Hi/lory ^/^ Poland j and that he was utiwilling 
to trouble the fVorld with any circumjiantiai 
Account of the fabulous Reigns c/ Lech I. and 
his Succejffbrsj down to Miecflaus, together 
with the yi^ars ffthe Poles with the Czechites, 
the Roxolans, and other barbarous Nations^ 
who fhrowd themfelves in the bleak ReceJJes of 
their Forejis^ ana are buried under the Ice and 
Snows of the Northern Regions ^ fnce the Par-- 
ticulars are not of fuch a "Nature as to excite 
any rational Curiofity^ and would be as little 
frodu^ive of Infiruttion in the Military Art. 

He then informs us^ that he has^ in many 
Particulars^ followed Dugloflius, a CatJon of 
Cracow, who compofed an Hijlory of Poland, 
;;; Latin, which ^ thd^ it be an excellent Work^ 
in a Variety of ParticnLirsj yet has fever al 
Defefhj which our Author bjs endtiivonred 
to redify ; and it is the Ofmion of very com-* 
fetent "Judges^ that he Las not bctn tufuccef^^ 
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ful In that Attempt. 7}>ij^ at kafi^ is ar^ 
tain J that a Fein of Candor and impart ialitf 
$F vijibk through the JVorh The Hiftoricd 
'Events recorded in ity are related in a manly 
unaffeiied Styky and the Author feems to have 
been well verjed in that particular Narration 
which confiitutes no inconjiderahle ^art of the 
Merit of a good Hiftorian. Theje RevoUithns 
are lihewije enlivened with feveral agreeable 
JDefcriptions of Count riesj and the Manners cf 
their Inhabitants^ with a Variety of other en^ 
tertaining Particulars^ which we need mt 
enumerate^ becauje they will be obvious to 
every Per/on of la fie. 

It may be proper Vikewife to acquaint the 
Reader J that our French Hijlorian has fre^ 
quently had recourfe to the celebrated Thua- 
nus, for feveral material Particulars^ which 
contribute not a little to the Embellishment 
ofhisffork. 
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An Hiftoncal and Geographical De^ 
fcription of that Kingdom. 

TH E Kingdom of Poland is compofcd 
of Poland properly fo called, and which 
is divided into the upper and lower 
Poland^ Royal Prujfia^ the Grand Du- 
chy of Litbuaniay and the Provinces of Mazovia^ 
Polacbia^ Black RuJJia^ Volbima^ Podolia^ the U- 
kraine, and fome other fmall Provinces. The 
Baltick Sea, Samogitia^ Livonia and Miifcovy con- 
fticute its Northern Bounds. The Dominions of 
the Ruffian Monarch, and Little Tarlary form its 
Frontiers to the Eaft. It is terminated on the 
Souch by MoUavia^ and the Mountains of Kra- 
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pac ; and its Weftern Limits are Moravia^ Silefta 
and the Territories of the Eleftor of Branden- 
hourg. It is extended 260 Leagues in Length, 
from Weft to Eaft, and comprehends 200 Leagues 
in Breadth from South to North. 

Gnefnay which is a City in Great Poland^ was 
formerly the Capital of the Kingdom, and is ftill 
the Metropolitan City. Its Archbifliop is the Head 
oftheRepublick during the continuance of any In- 
terregnum ; and his Power is fo great, that he 
has frequently caufed Icings themfelves to be de- 
throned. 

Cracow^ wliich is feated on the WeiJfeU is now 
confidered as ihe Capital of the Kingdom, fince 
the Sovereigns have fix'd their Refidence in that 
City. The Royal Ornaments are depofited there, 
and 'tis now the Place where the Kings arc 
crowned. 

The fVciJfcU tiie Borijihenes^ and the Niejler are 
its principal Rivers. Commerce might eafily 
flourifli in that Country, fince Nature has accom- 
modated the Inhabitants with each Particular ca- 
pable of facilitating Navigation and Traffic with 
Europe and Jfta 5 but thefe Advantages are difre- 
garded by them." The Gentry are devoted to 
Arms alone, and the Peafants are a Race of mi- 
ferable and uninduftrious People, who are cruJhed 
under the Yoke of their Lords, and have no Pro- 
perty that they can call their own. 

Poland is not ftrengthened by any fortified Ci- 
ties, and every Place is intirely open and free. 
Tht Poles confider Caftles and Fortrefies as fo 
many Rocks on which their Independency would 
be wrecked, and as the tyrannical Inftruments of 
feme ambitious Perfon who would be follicitous 
to load them with Chains. KamirAeck^ on the 
Frontiers of Moldaz'ia^ is not confiderable either 
for its Extent or Fortifications j and Dantzick^ 

which 



Revolutions ^Poland. 

tRfhich is the (Irongeft City in Poland^ is but mo- 
derately fortified. 

The King^ who is confidered as the firfl: Ma- 
giflrace in the Republick, derives all his Autho- 
rity from that of the Nation, and if he fhould 
happen to abufe the Power confided to him, and 
ihould refufe to conform co the Compaft made 
between the People and himfelf at his Corona- 
tlpn» he would foon behold a potent Confederacy 
jformM againft him for his Depoficion. He is 
incapable of making new Laws, raifing Taxes, 
contrafting Alliances, or declaring War without 
the Ratification of a Diet ; nor can he even mar- 
ry without the Permiflion of the States. In a 
•Word, the Prince is not authorized to coin Mo- 
ney, fincc this Prerogative is peculiar to the 
JRcpublick. His Revenues amount to no more 
than a Million of Livres, but he only defrays 
the Expcnce of his Table -, all other Charges are 
paid by the Republick. 

The Senate is compofed of the Clergy and the 
Nobility, for the Third State is not fo much as 
.known in Poland. The Grand Marfhal, the Mar- 
ihal of the Court, the Chancellor, the Vice Chan- 
cellor, and the Treafurer are the firft Sc^nators. 
The Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania have equally all thefe Officers. 

The Grand Marlhal is the fupreme Judge of 
all Diforders which, at any Time, happen in the 
Diets and the King's Houfliold. He impofes 
Silence, and authorizes Freedom of Speech in 
.the Natjonal Affemblies. He introduces Am- 
bafladors, examines their Difpatches, and con- 
figns-thejr A.partments to them He likcwife 
. «(timates the Price of all Merchandife whatever. 

The Marfhal of the Court, or the Deputy 
Marlhal, is. his SubRicute, and difcharges all his 
Fundtiofls in his Abfence. 
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The Chancellor is inrrufted with the Seals of 
the Kingdom, and even the Sovereign cannot 
compel him to affix them to any Decrees with- 
out the Privity and Approbation of the States. 
All civil Affairs, and thofe which relate to the 
King's Domain are brought to his Tribunal. He 
is attentive to the Prefcrvation of the Laws and 
the Support of Liberty. He returns Anfwers, in 
the Diets, to the Minifters of foreign Powers, 
and, if he happens to be an EccleQaftic, he ex- 
tends his Infpeftion to the Secretaries, the Priefls 
and Preachers at Court. 

The Jurifdidtion of the Vice- ChancclJar-i^ ex- 
erted only in the Abfence of the Grpod: Chan- 
cellor, but he b in Poffeffion of Seals as well 
as the other. Thefe two Great Polls are alter- 
nately enjoyed by a fpiritual and a temporal 
Lord. 

The Money which belongs to the Republick 
is depofited with the Treafurer, who regulates 
the Revenues ; and he ought to aflift in all 
Contrafts made by the King, and which have no 
Validity *till they have been figned by this Of- 
ficer. 

Thofe who compofe the Senate, next in Sta- 
tion to thefe ten prime Officers of the Kingdom 
and the Grand Duchy, are the Bifhops, the Pa- 
latines, the Caftellans, and fome Starofts, who 
preferve the Rank annexed to the Dignity of 
their Biihopricks, Palatinates, Caftellanies and 
Starofties. 

A Palatine commands the Troops of the par- 
ticular Province which is configned to his Go- 
vernment i he is the Prcfident of the Nobility 
of his Palatinate, and his Jurifdidtion extends to 
civil and criminal Affairs 

The Caftellans are the Lieutenants of the Pa- 
latines j and theStarofts, or Captains, have much 
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the fame Rank. But tho' the Palatines generally 
precede the Caftellans and the Starofts, yet theV 
Caftellan of Cracow^ is, by a peculiar Privilege, 
foperior to the Palatine of that City i .and the 
Staroft, or Captain Genera], of SamogUia^ which is 
a vaflal Province of the RepublicK of Poland^ 
takes Place of fcveral Polijb and Lithuanian Pa- 
latines. 

The Clergy, who conftitute the firft Order of 
Men in the Kingdom, are rich and powerful ; they 
poflefs more than 200000 Towns and feveral 
coofiderable Cities. The Power of the fecular 
Clergy, is, however, ballanced by that of the 
Monks who invade the Privileges of the common 
Paftors in a thoufand Inftances, with Impunity, 
and caufe themfelves to be dreaded and refpe- 
ded, in Confequence of the Empire they have 
aflumed over the Minds of a credulous People. 

The Gentry compofe the fecond Order, and 
they poflefs Dignities* and Employments, is well 
in the Kingdom as in the Grand Duchy, ^hd in 
which they never permit Strangers or the Com- 
monalty to have the left Participation. They 
are privileged to eled their Kings, and the Se- 
nators have involved themfelves in the greateft 
Dangers, whenever they have difcovcred an In- 
clination to render themfelves Matters of the E- 
leftion. 

When the Kingdom is threatned with any fr^ 
ruption, the Pofpolite^ or the whole Body of the 
Nobility, are armed and n^ount their Horfes. 
BeGdes the Palatines of each Province, who ap- 
pear at the Head of their refpeftive Nobility, 
this Body is commanded by a General, even 
when the King himfelf is prefent. The Nobility 
who compofe thefe Troops are very magnificent 
and couragious; they are covered in their March 
with the Skins of Tigers, Leopards and Pan- 
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thers ; their Horfcs are full of Mettle, and fheif 
Furniture is very fplertdid; but the Gentlemen 
pay no extraordinary Obedience to the Orders 
of their Chiefs. They negleft, with Impunity^ 
to affembie at the Place appointed by the Let- 
ters of Convocation, and when they happen not 
to be paid, which is generally the Cafe< they dif- 
band themfelves without any previous Difcharge. 
Their March is altogether as irregular; they 
commit a Thoufand Diforders in the Kingdom, 
and as there are never any Suttlers io the Folijh 
Army, and as no Care is taken to ereft Maga- 
zines, they make no fcruple to pillage wherever 
they. come. 

The Peafants are in a flavifti Subjeftion to the 
Gentry. They have no Property of their own, 
and all their Acquifuions are made for their Ma- 
tters. They are indifpenfably employed in the 
Culture of the Earth, and they live in an abfo- 
Jutc State of Servitude. They are incapable of 
engaging in any State of Life which would pro- 
cure them their Freedom, without the Permiffion 
of their Lords, and they are expofed to tXi the 
Effefts of the ill Dirpofition of their Tyrants, 
who opprefs them with Impunity. 

The general Diets are ufually held either at 
W^rfaw^ or at Grcdfto^ in the Litbuanian Palati- 
nate of ^roki. Thefe are always preceded by 
Dietines, or particular Affemblies of Palatinates, 
in which they choofe their Nuncios, or Deputies 
for the general Afiembly ; and their feveral In- 
ftruftions, with the Demands they are to form, in 
the Name of the Province, are regulated in thefe 
Pietines. 

The King convokes the Diet by difpatching 
Letters, which are called Univerfalia^ to all the 
Palatinates; and yet the Nobility aflfembled in 
ff?? Reign of John Qafimir the Second, without 
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the Orders of that Prince, and the Polijh Pofpo- 
lite marched intp the Ukraine^ in order to fub- 
due the Cojfach^ contrary to his Approbation. 

The Nuncios, who are elefted in the Dietincs, 
meet at the Place fpecificd by the Letters of 
Convocation, and feat themfelves in the Af- 
fembly, according to the Order and Dignity of 
the Palatinates which they reprefent. They af- 
terwards proceed to the Eleftion of a Marfhal of 
the Nuncios, who is alternately chofen out of 
the Lords of great and little Poland and Lithua- 
nia. 

This Officer has a very extraordinary Power 
in the Diet. No Member whatever can fpeak 
without his Permiffion, and he is empowered to 
impofc Silence on whom he pleafes. He is the 
Organ of the Nobility, and tranfmits to the Se- 
nate and the Sovereign, all Complaints againft 
exorbitant Proceedings, Abufes in Government, 
and injurious Treatment of particular Perfons i 
he is attentive to the Proteftion and Safety of 
the Deputies, whofe Chief he is conftituted by 
his Office, and he punifhes all Offences that are 
committed in the Affembly. 

The general Diet for the Eleftion of a King, 
is that wherein Strangers are interefted the mofl*. 
When an Interregnum has been declared, either in 
Confequence of the Death, Abdication or Depo- 
fition of the King, the Primate, who is then the 
Chief of the Republick, difpatches his Univerfd' 
lia to the feveral Provinces, for a general Affem- 
bly. A Deputation of Senators is likewife fent 
to the Army, to affift the Generals with their 
Counfels, and an exaft Inventory is taken of the 
Treafure of the Crown. All the Tribunals are 
then difcontinued, and every Jurifdiftion, except 
ihofe of the Marlhals, entirely ceafcs. 
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The Aflembly is at laft held near Warfaw^ in 
the open Field, which is furrounded with Ditches 
and covered over with Boards. Tht Poles call 
it the ^zopa or the Colo. On th^^Day fixed for 
opening the Diet, the Senators and the Nuncios 
are prefent at the Celebration of a Mafs of the 
Holy Ghoft, in the Church of St. John in fFar^ 
fawy after which they repair to the Colo^ and 
when they have elefted a Marfhal of the Nun- 
cios, they form a Confederation or a Treaty, by 
which the Members of the Diet take an Oath not 
to feparate, till they have elected a King, and 
not to acknowledge any Candidate, if he has not 
been ele£led by their unanimous Approbation ^ 
nor render him any A6t of Obedience, till he has 
fworn to obfcrve the Fa^la Conventa^ and the o- 
ther Laws of the Kingdom. 

When this Union has been formed, the Mem- 
bers enquire into the Exorbitances that have been 
committed in the Courfc of the laft Reign,; and 
tho* the Authority of the Prince be limited to 
very narrow Reftriftions, and tho* the Jealoufy, 
which the Nation entertains of all Attempts a- 
gainft its Independency, prompts it to a fcrupulous 
Examrnation of their Prince's Conduft, yet there 
are always fome Points to be complained of, and 
reformed, at the Clofc of every Reign j and the 
Interregvum proves a favourable Opportunity for 
the Corrcftion of thofe Abufes. The Laws are 
reinftated in their original Vigour, and new ones 
are likewife added ; all Cufloms, that are incon- 
fittent with the Immunities of the Nobility, are 
reftified. They likewife regulate the Admini- 
ftration of the State, and prefcribe to their fu- 
ture King, the Obfervance of thofe Rules and 
Di t'es from which he is never permitted to de- 
viate. 

All 
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All Ambaflfadors are Introduced by the Sena- 
tors, and they addrefs the Aflfembly in La^hu 
The Prefident anfwers them in the Name of the 
Senate, and the Marflial of the Nuncios on the 
Part of the Nobility. 

Ic is incumbent on the Minifters of the Can- 
didates to let their Gold glitter as much as pof- 
fiblci they ought to give fplendid Entertain- 
mentS) which, befides their Pomp, muft be car- 
ried into Debauch ; and nothing is more agree- 
able to the PoUsy who are naturally magnificent, 
than Feafts of ^this Nature. The Nobility are 
Captivated, in a peculiar Manner, with the At- 
(radiops of HtAigarian "Wine, and infallibly de- 
clare in Favour of the Candidate who caufes it 
to flow in the greateft Profufion. 

The Confedemes ufually take an Oath, not to 
attach themfelves to any particular Fadion, and 
the Miorfters are prohibited from continuing at 
Warfavi^ or forming any Cabals ; but thcfe In- 
junctions are always ill obferved.« The Amhaf- 
fadors enter upon Intrigues, even in Publick ; the 
Nobility receive their Prefents, fell their own 
Suffrages with Impunity, and render the Throne 
venal, after their Infraftion of the firft Article of 
the Confederation. Thefe mercenary Gentlemen 
ufually conduft themfelves with vtry little Fide- 
lity to the Candidate in whofe Intereft they pre- 
tend to be engaged, and if they have nothing 
more to receive, they immediately forget the 
Prcfents they have already taken, and efpoufe 
the Caufe of a more wealthy Competitor, without 
the leaft Hcfitation. 

This pretended Liberty therefore, from whicli 
the PoUi would be thought to derive (o much 
Glory, is no more than a Slave to Avidity. 
They facrifice their Privileges to Repafts, or the 
Purfes of the Candidates. They have been it^tx 
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to crouch under the inglorious Yoak of Foreign- 
ers, without making any Efibrc to fupport the 
King they had eleded, and chey have abandoned 
their Country as. a Prey to the Germans^ whom 
they coriftantly hated -, and likewife to the Rujfi- 
ansy who were always a contemptible and con- 
quered Enemy, in the Reigns of Stephen Battori 
and John Sobiejki. 

When any Candidate has gained the Suffrages 
of all the Palatinates, he is declared to be the 
elefted King, by the Archbifliop oi Gnefna^ and 
is accordingly proclaimed, as fuch, by the Mar-^ 
fhals of the Crown and Grand Duchy, in Con- 
junftion with the Nuncios. An Oath is thea 
cxafted from the new Monarch, in Favour of the 
Pa£la Conventa^ and when he has fworn to con- 
form to the Regulations of the Diet, with Re- 
ference to the Exorbitances, and to obferve all 
the other Laws of the Kingdom, they proceed 
to the Ceremonials of his Coronation. 

Popery is the eftablifhed Religion, and the 
Prince himfelf is obliged to profefs it. The 
Zeal of the Poles has always prevailed, with Re- 
lation to this Article, and all the Efforts made 
by the Advocates for the Aujhurg ConfefTion, for 
the Introduftion of a Proceftant Prince on the 
Throne oi Poland^ have hitherto proved ineffe-^ 
ftual. There are, however, great Numbers of 
Chrifiians of the Greek Church, as well as Luthe^ 
rans^ Anabaptifts and Socinians in this Kingdom, 
and there are even Pagans to be found in the 
Reccffes of Lithuania. The People in general 
are more fuperftitious than devout, and they re- 
ceive whatever is tranfmitted to them from 
Rome, with a blind Submiffion, and without 
bcftowing the leaft Examination on the Particu- 
lars. 
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The Monks improve this ftupid Credulity to 
their own Advantage: They frequently inter- 
fere in Afiairs of State, and enrich themfeJves 
by thofe Means. The Jcfuits of Leopold iti 
Rujfta have a Cope entirely covered with Gold 
and precious Stones, in their Treafury,. but it \% 
likewife fo exceeding weighty, chat the Prieft 
is incapable of uling it at Mafs. This Orna- 
ment alone is valued at Fifty Thoufand Crowns. 

With Refped to the Manners and Difpofition 
of this Nation, the Toles^ tho' they are naturally 
haughty and imperious, are yet fufficiently qua* 
lified to return any polite Treatment they re- 
ceive ; and if a Stranger only tenders them the 
firft Civilities, and is feduious to cultivate their 
Friendfhip, their Behaviour will always corre* 
fpond with his Advances, and they will be indu- 
ftrious to render him all the good OfEces imagi- 
nable. 

Magnificence is the Foible of the Nobility, 
and they facrifice all things to Scenes of Luxu- 
ry. As they feldom behold any Pcrfon fuperior 
to themfclves, in their own Country, and as they 
treat their Inferiors with an Air of abfolute Au- 
thority, they live in all the Splendor of Princes, 
while Fortune proves favourable to their Incli- 
nations. Prodigality and Debauch aie confide- 
red as Virtues by a martial Nobility, who are 
frequently precipitated into Extremes, by Inde- 
pendence and Impunity. Arms are their only 
Occupation \ they difcover but little Curiofity 
to cultivate the polite Arts, and their Com- 
merce is tranfafted among them by none but 
Strangers. In a Word, the Foles arc only foUi- 
citous to diftinguifh themfelves in War, to de- 
fend their Frontiers, and to be vigilant over 
the Conduct of their Kings, fince they think it 
degrading to indulge themfelves in any other 
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Attentions. As an Air of Sincerity is diflFufed 
thro* all their Conduft, their Friendfhips' are 
conftant, but they are eafily rendered the Dupes 
of their Enemies. As they are very difintereued 
in their Defires, they feldom amafs great Rich- 
eSy and frequently diflipate their Patrimony. If 
they are, at any Time, reduced to a melancholy 
State of Indigence, they borrow without any In- 
tention of making a proper Reftitudon, and they 
think themfelves privileged to difpofe of the 
Property of others with the fame Prodigality in 
which they wafte their own. They appear fe- 
rene and undifturb*d amidft the greateft Calami- 
ties, and behold the Miferies of their Friends 
and Countrymen, and neareft Relations, with fuch 
an Afpe6t of Indifference as is equal to the In- 
fenfibility wit4i which they fupport their own 
Misfortunes. They are naturally couragious and 
intrepid, they habituate themfelves to all Sorts 
of Fatigue; and would indeed be invincible, if 
they paid a due Refped to their Chiefs. This 
is the general Charafter of the PoUs^ whofe Hi- 
ftory I have undertaken to write. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

TH E Poks^ like the generality of other 
Nations whofe Origin is unknown, 
have fought for illuftrious Anceftors 
in the remoteft Antiquity, and if we 
may credit their own Hiftorians, their firft Prince 
was a Defcendent from Japbet^ the Son of Noab. 
They give him the Name of Lecbt^ and declare 
that he came from Dalmaiia. This Prince lefc 
his Throne to his Son IViJfimir^ who founded the 
City of Dantzick. We difcover no Traces in 
Hiftory, of any Adions that were performed by 
the Pofterity of thefe two firft Kings of Polandy 
and it is a Void which Fidlion it felf has never 
attempted to fill up. It only fuppofes, that the 
Nation, after the Extindtion of the Royal Fa- 
mily, aflfembled for the Elcftion of new Matters. 
The Nobility were on the Point of proceeding 
to this Choice, when the People, who had long 
been harrafTed with the Tyranny of their laft 
Kings, demanded an Abolition of the regal Go- 
vernment, that they might no longer depend 
on the Caprice of one Man. 

The great Lords, who were allured with the 
Hopes of (haring all the Honours of Dominion, 
were eafily induced to comply with the Sollicita- 
tions of the People ; in Confequence of which 
they eftabiiflied a Republick, the Adminiftration 
whereof was iptrufted with Twelve Palatines; 
but the unftcady People were foon diflatisfied 
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with this new Plan of Government ; an Anarchy 
full of Diforder and Confufion infpired them with 
an AverGon to their State of Independence, an.d 
a Set of Enemies, who were always ready to de- 
rive Advantages from the Troubles of the State, 
and the Conjunftures of thofe Times, ravaged^thc 
Provinces with Impunity, and made this Natipn 
pay very dear for the fatal 'JLtbercy they ^had ac- 
quired. 

. The Eyes of the People were at laft opeo'd to 
their real Intereft, and they judged it would be 
mod advantageous to them to ha.ve but one Ma- 
iler. This Con fiderat ion. induced them to turn 
their Thoughts to the Ele£tion of a King, but a 
Choice of this Nature was attended with ^greac 
DifBculties. The State of their Affairs required 
fome nurtial Spirit to repel the Invafions of the 
neighbouring People, as well as to re-conquer the 
Territories that had been wrefted from them by 
Ufurpations, and to re-eftabli(h the Honour of 
the Nation. It was 1 ike wife, neceffary for this 
Hero to temper an Intrepidity of Mind, with 
the Softnefs of a prudent Charity, in Order to 
gain upon thofe Difpofitions that had been ren- 
dred intradable by a long State of Independence, 
and it was alfo thought requifite, that the Virtue 
of this future Prince (hould afford them a fuffi- 
cient Security for his proper Ufe of that fupren^e 
Power with which they had an Inclination to in- 
trufl him. 

Thefe Qualities are feldom united in one Man ; 
the Poles however found one of their Countrymen 
who poflTefs'd them in an equal Degree. Grack 
w:is the Name of this virtuous Perfon, who 
brought the Calamities of Poland to a happy Pe- 
riod. As he was always viaorious in the Wars 
he undertook, and as he likewife guided the 
. Reins of Government with . a confun^m.ate Pru- 

dence. 
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dence, he conftancly rendred himfcif dear to his 
People, and formidable to his Enemies. He 
built the City of Craccw on the Weijfel^ and Bth 
benda fubmitted to the Laws of fp accomplilh'd 
a Prince*. ^ 

Lecb the Second became his Succeiror, in 
Confequence of a Crime, for he fecrctly deftroy*d 
Cracky his Elder Brother, and afcended his Fa- 
ther's Throne, as well by the Choice of the No- 
bility, as by Virtue of the Right he claimed to 
the Succeffion. All his SubjeAs fubmitted to his 
Authority, while his Crime was undifcover'd \ but 
as foon as it happened to be deteded, the Lords 
would no longer fuffer the Aflallin of his own 
Brother to fit upon the Throne he had ufurped, 
'and tografp the Reins of Government with tnofe 
Hands that were polluted with the Blood of their 
lawful Prince. He was chafed from the King- 
dom in a degrading Manner, and, according to 
fome Authors, died without leaving any Chil- 
dren, at the fame Time that he was detefted by 
his SubjeAs, and wounded by the Remorfe of 
his own Confcience. 

After the Death of the Two Sons of Crack the 
Firft, the Poles were defirous of fubmitting to 
the Government of his Daughter Vanda^ a very 
amiable Princefs, and who was graced with the 
Accomplifhments of Eloquence, Wifdom and 
Courage, to a Degree that was altogether un- 
common in her Sex. She reigned with Glory, 
and amidfl the Tranquillity of a profound Peace, 
when a neighbouring Prince fent Ambafladors to 

* His Reign is thought to be coincident with the Beginning 
of the 7^^ Century. DugioJJius declares, Lib. i. Habtt nonnul- 
lorum offer tio Gracum frincipem ante incamationcm Ckrijli annis 
iircitc'r quadringentts regnan afud Pohnorum gentem cetpiffe. 
But if he IT igned 400 Years before the Incarnation, what a Void 
will be opened between his Reign and that of Miufiam the Firft 1 

' her 



i^ The Hiflory of the 

her to treat of a Marriage between hitnfelf an 
her, and to denounce War againft her Dominiom 
if (he fhould happen to rejeft bis Offers. VanJk 
according to fomre Hiftorians, had rendered her 
felf incapable of the nuptial State, by a Vow i 
Virginity which (he bad made to the Gods of h( 
Country. She therefore, prepared for Wa 
aflembied her Troops, animated them by hi 
Prcfence and Difcourfe i broke the Meafures « 
her Enemy, oppofed his Incurfions, and co! 
drained him, at laft, to come to a Confereoc 
What can be impraAicable to Beauty in Conjuffl 
tion with Eloquence ? Vanda was foon render* 
viftorious by the fole Aid of her Charms % Sfc 
enchanted the hoftile Troops in a Moment) th 
Commanders refufed to combat againft fo amiab 
a Princefs ; the Soldiers quitted their Ranks, tt 
moft Savage among them wcredifarmed of all the 
Rage, their Chief himfelf was forfaken by all h 
Troops, he yielded to the Impreffions of Conf» 
lion and Defpair, and plunged his Sword into h 
own Brcaft, as a Punifhment for his Temerity. 

The Princefs was eafily induced to pardon tl 
Foes Ih; had vanquifhed in that manner, and 
fhe was fatisfied with fecuring the Repofe of h> 
Subjefts, fhe repaired to Cracow^ to rcceU 
their Applaufe in that City, where they decree 
her the Honour of a Triumph, for the Vi6lo 
Ihe had acquired by her Charms and Wit, and . 
which her Soldiers could not pretend to any pa 
ticipation. 'Tis Pity this Princefs fhould becoo 
an Enthufiaft after this great Event \ but flieco 
fidered it as an Evidence of the Favour of her tut 
Lir Gods, and imagined it was incumbent on ht 
to teftity her Gratitude by a ftrange Sacrificei \ 
which flic hcrfelf was the Viftim, In a Wore 
flie threw herfcif into the WeijfeL 

A Death fo tragical as this, left the PqUs a f 

cor 
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cbnd time defticuce of a Maflrr, and they had then 
in Inclination to enjoy the Sweets of tndependeri- 
:y. Tho* Liberty had already proved fo fatal to 
cbem, they were allured by the Pieafures they 
propofetl to enjoy, by changing their State, and 
:hcy refumed the Republican Form of Govern- 
ncnt. Poland W2LS then divided into twelve Pa- 
atinates, the Adminiftration of v/hich was com- 
nitced to the fam^ Number of Lords, who were 
:horen to difpence Juftice to the People, and to 
lefend them againft the Enemies of their State. 
This anciciit Order ftill fubfifts among them, and 
he Ptfii/«m have to this Day, a Power, under their 
^ings^almoft equal to that which they enjoyed 
tt the time of dicir 6rft Inftitutioh. 

This new Change was produftivc of hew Cala- 
niries, and the Polijh Arms were not very prof- 
>erous under the Conduct of the Palatines. The 
llepublick was deftitute of Force and Troops i 
tnd feem'd in Danger of being overwhelmed by 
he Enemies that furrounded it. One Man alone 
rad the Addrcfs and Courage to redlify thefe dif- 
»-ders and to raife the State to its ancient Glory: 
^r^mijlaus^ or Lefzko the firft, a private Soldier, 
hd one whom an Intrepidity of Mind, in Con- 
un£tion with a long Series of experience, had ex- 
ited above his liacural Condition, was the Deli« 
xrer of his Country. This brave Man having 
^bfervcd, that the Enemies, who inlagined they 
ad nothing more to conquer, kept but a very 
lender Guard in their Camp, drew together fonle 
f his Friends, reprcfcntcd their Calamities to 
hem in a lively manner, acquainting them, at 
fie fame time, with the Security into which their 
Lncmies were funk, aind the Facility of gaining 
compleat Vidory over them •, and he engaged 
^em to \^ his Companions in an Enterprize that 
rjsrendred happy by a laudable Teriic/fty. He 

C divided 
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divided his.Troop into fevcral friiall Bodies, after 
which he chofe a dark Night for the Execution of 
his Defign, and the Horrors of the gloom being 
intermixed with the Confulion ufually created by 
Surprifals of this Nature, the Enemies were (iezed 
♦with Confternation, and multitudes perifhed by 
the Valour of the Aflailants. All his Attacks 
fdccccded to his Wi(h ; he broke into their Camp 
from fcveral Quarters, and the whole was % Scene 
of Flight and Slaughter, A rich Booty was the 
firft Reward of this heroic Adlion ; Premijlaus 
was afterwards crown'd, and the People were con- 
tented to own their Deliverer for their Matter. 
- The Valour alone of Premijlaus had advanced 
him to the Throne ; but Fortune prepared him 
a Succeflbr. This Prince dying without Iflue, 
fevcral Lords equally afpircd to the Supreme 
Power, and, in Confequence of their Cabals, form'd 
different Parties, whofc mutual Animofities 
threatncd the Nation with a civil War. The 
Poles^ in order to prevent this Calamity, aflembled 
together, and unanimoufly agreed to acknowledge 
him for their Prince, who fhould furpafs ail his 
Competitors in the fwiftnefs of his Horfes. They 
fixed on this Expedient as the moft effeftual for 
the prevention of Fraud, notwithftanding which, 
a Polijh Lord, named Lefzeky entertained Hopes 
of rendring his Ambition fuccefsful by the Aid 
of Art, With this View he caufed feveral Iron 
Spikes to be privately fcatter'd over the Field 
where the Race was. to be performed, and only 
rcferved a clear Path for himfelf, which he had 
made diftinguiJhable by fome particular Marks. 
This fraudulent Defign was rcndred inefFeftual 
by a mcer circumftance of Chance, and the Stra- 
tagem was difcovercd by a young Man, whofc 
great Qualities were obfcured by the Meannefs of 
his Birth and Profeflion. The Youth, however, 

did 
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did not immediately divulge what he had difcover- 
cd, cither through Fear of ill Treatment, or irt 
Hopes of deriving fome advantageous Confe* 
qucnce from: it. 

The Day appointed for the Race at laft arrived, 
but who can exprefs the Aftonifliment of all thi 
Affembly, or rather of the whole Nation, whert 
they beheld all the Competitors remain Motion- 
lefs in the midft of their Career, or thrown intd 
the Duft by their Horfcs, while Lefoick alone 
lauftched with Velocity tbjthe Plllaf thatferved as 
a Boundary to the Courfe, and to which he arriv- 
ed in a few Moments ? The People had already 
proclaim'd him for their King, when the unknown 
Youth, who had difcovered the Artifice, and ad- 
vanced to the Barrier, fooii after Lejzeck^ had the 
Courage to conteft his Pretenfions with him, by 
difcloung the Fraud. The Proof of the difho- 
nourablc Expedient praftifed by the Polijh Lord, 
being rendered evident, all his Rivals over whom 
he had triumphed, rofe againft him with an Air of 
Indignation ; the exafperaced People condemned 
him to die on the Spot, and by the Effedl of a 
ftrange Caprice, which however was worthy of a 
confufed Multitude, they immediately crowned 
the Informer. 

The Poles "wtrt happy under the Government of 
this new Prince, to whom they gave the Appellati- 
on ofLefzko the Second, a Name then common a- 
mong this People. He repelled the Enemies of 
the State, and carried the War into the Heart of 
their Country. The Bcbemiam and Moravians 
were made fenfible of the profperity that attend- 
ed his Arms, and he was either fear'd or refpefted 
by all the neighbouring Nations. He was not 
only a Warnour, but likewifc poffefled all the 
Vertues of a great Prince. Merit was always 
rewarded in his Reign ; he approved himfelf the 

C a F«lthtT 
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Faher ond Protefior 6f his People, slncl iiew 
I'utlcr'd his original Condition to be erafed from 
his Remembrance. 

In Order to fecure himfelf from all ImpreOSons 
of Pride, he caufcd che defpicable Habit he wore, 
before the Poles array'd him with the Royal Pur- 
ple^ to be conftancly carried before him in all 
publick Ceremonials. 

Some Authors have thought that Lejzko thu 
Second was defeated by CharUmain^ and that he 
loft bis Life in a Combat with one of the Sons of 
that Emperor. But however that Faft may be, 
he was fucceeded by his Son Lejzko the third, who 
fupported by his Vcrtue, his own Reputation, 
and that of his Father. When he hadconquerM 
a Band of Rebels, who made an Infurre£lion in 
Poland^ he affifted his Neighbours who were in- 
vaded by the Greeks ; and the Succours heaflford- 
ed them were fo powerful, that Pannonia was in- 
^lebted to him for the Liberty it afterwards en- 
joyed. This Prince had only one legitimate Son# 
named Popiel -, but a great number of natiMral 
ones, whom he inverted with the Sovereignty of 
federal Provinces, which they were to hold as Ho-^ 
magers to the Crown of Poland^ and to their Bro- 
ther, who afcended the Throne after his Death, 
by the unanimous Confent of the Nobility. 

Popielthc firft was a pacific Prince, and deftitute 
of all Ambition. He never had Recourfe to Arms, 
but with a View to defend his Frontiers : he con- 
fined himfelf to the Adminiftration of the interior 
parts of his Kingdom, and only made War, in 
Order to procure Peace, and enjoy a Repofe to 
which he was naturally devoted. He transfcr'd 
the Seat of his Empire, from Cracow to Gnefna^ 
and from this laft City to Crufvicia which he had 
newly founded, and which at prefent is only 
* ~ ^wn by its ancient Reputation. 

The 
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The Minority of his Son Popiel the Second was 
paft without any Commotions, by Vertuc of the 
prudent Adminiftration of the Unkles of the 
young Prince. But they received a very unfuit- 
^blc Compcnfation for their Services, and were 
treated with the bafcft Ingratitude by their Sove- 
reign, when he enter'd upon his Majority. He 
W^s born with a malignant Difpofition, which hap- 
pened to be unfortunately cherifhed by the Arti- 
fices of an Ambitious Woman. She left nothing 
unattempted to remove his Unkles from him, and 
ac laft refolved on their Deftruftion. *' How 
•* long, faid fhe to PopeU did you intend to con- 
•• tinue under the Tuition of your Unkles ? Will 
^* you always fuffcr them to be Matters of your 
«* Perfooandall Publick Affairs -, and while their 
«« Steps arc continually tending to the Throne, 
f will you tal^e nomeafures to defeat their Ambi- 
•* tion? They are follicitous to deprive you of 
^* your Crofirnfl and all their Services are calculat- 
** cd to that Effe£b, Should they even confent 
♦* to fpare yourPerfon, you ought to tremble for 
«« our Children. Be prevailed upon then, to fa- 
M crifice thefe perfidious Men to your own Safety, 
«' and confider that yon ought to dread theCon- 
f^ du<ft in which they are all capable of engaging. 
The weak and yoluptuous Prince fuffer*d himftlf 
to be the more eafi.'y wrought upon by thefe In- 
finuations, becanfe the Remonftrances he had rc- 
i:eived froni his Unkles, on thcSubjeft of his un- 
manly Behaviour, became infupportable to him. 
He pretended therefore, to be indifpofed, and, 
under the pretext of engaging their Attendance ac 
Court, inhumanly caufed a Poifon'd Cup, which 
|ic had prepared for that purpofe, to be prefentcd 
\Q> capl) Qf them at a Banquet. 

C 3 ^op\€. 
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Popiel endeavoured to palliate this deteftable 
Aftion, by creating a Belief that he had pnly 
prevented their pernicious DeOgns, and cxtin- 
guifhed a formidable Confpiracy, which they had 
Formed againft his Life and Crown. He even rc- 
fufcd to permit the laft Offices to be rendered 
them, and extended his Inhumanity beyond 
Death it Self. But thefe disfigured Renujos of 
his Unkles produced the juft Avengers of his 
Crimes. An Army of Rats, if we may credit 
fome Hiftorians, rpfe from the PutrefaAion of the 
dead Bodies, and niarchcd to the very Throne, in 
prder to execute the Juftice of Heaven on Papiel 
and his Confort, and Children, and it was impoffi- 
ble to chafe them away, either by Arms,'or Fire, 
or Water. In a Word the whole Royal Family 
became the prey of thefe avenging Animals. 

The Subjefts of Popiel were likewife punilhed 
for his Offence, and this feems not to be fo fabu- 
lous as the other Account. After the D(^ath of 
this wicked Prince, Poland^ being deftitute of a 
Chief, became the Theatre of a moft cruel War. 
Hapine, and Murder, Devaftations by Fire, and all 
lather Hoftilicies were either permitted, or not 
puniflied in thofe calamitous Times. The No- 
bility, difunited among themfelves^, equally con- 
tributed to the Deftrudion of the State, by their 
pivifions. Different Faftions were daily pro- 
moted, and the weakeft became a prey to the moft 
potent. The Enemies of that Nation improved 
thefe Diforders to their own Advantage, and foon 
nppcarM in the Field, with a Refolution tocrufh the 
the victorious as well as the vanquifhed, 
' The Nobility were more affeded with the Ap- 
prehenfions of a foreign War; than they were with 
ill the Horrors of their Civil Commotions. A Re* 
{Tird to the general Welfare reunited them againft 
fne coalmen Enemy, s^nd extinguilhcd ihcir par- 
ticular 
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ticular Divifions. But the Scace of Affairs at that 
time required a Prince capable of making his au- 
thority rcfpcded, in Order to aflbciate thcfe 
Chiefs, who were independent of one another, and 
who were equally ambitious to command the 
Army. Several Aflcmblies were held for the 
Eledion of a Sovereign, but they had always 
proved inefFeftual. 

The Deputies of the Nation had aflembled at 
Crufvicia, for a confiderable time, without being 
able to agree in their Choice of a Prince. The 
great number of People, whom the Eleftion had 
drawn together in that City, created fuch a Scar- 
city of Provifions, that the Lords themfelves were 
left deftitute of a Supply. In this extream Ne- 
celficy, two Angels, according to the crecjulous 
Hiftorian *, came to CrtffW in human Forms, 
and lodged with a Perfon named Piajlj the moft 
charitable and juft Man of all the Poles. He had 
nothing left, but a fmall Calk of Liquor that was 
very common in that Country ; and this he pre- 
fented to his new Guefts, who, in order to re- 
quite him for his Hofpitality, promifed him the 
Crown of Poland^ and by a Miracle which they 
wrought in his prefence, affured him of the fpce- 
dy performance of that promife. They ordered 
him to diftribute the Liquor to all thofe who 
ihould happen to deiire it. He accordingly com* 
plied, and the Citizens of Crufvicia found an in- 
exhauftible Source of Liquor in a little Vcffel. 

The Eledtors were all unanimous in their Suffra* 
ges, for a Man in whofe Favour Heaven had 
wrought fuch a Prodigy. Piaji was taken from 
his Cot, in order to be raifed to the Throne, and 
tho* be declined the Honour that was offered him, 

• Dng&ffhs a Canon of Cra(ow, who wrote the HiHory of 
f9Umd in Latin* 

C4 th» 
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th? PJa with one Voice acknowledged him fbt 
their Prince. He was fucceeded by his Son Se- 
nsvii uSo reigned :^i Years. After his Death ^ 
the Nobility conferM the Regal Dignity on hi) 
Son Lfxh^ tho* .a Minor. This Prince never 
performed anv illuftrious A^^n, and be was fqc* 
cecdcd by his Son Zcm^^jfltt or SemomjfloMS. 
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H E Northern Nations had already be- MUefUut 
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Tgun to einbrace Chriftianity j Sclavoniaf^lJ^ 
and Bohemia had, for fome time, re- 965- 
noqnced the Errors of Paganifm, and 
Poland wzs converted by a pious Princcfs. Da- 
browka the Daughter of Bolejlaus^ Duke of Bohe- 
mia^ was the Pcrfon by whofe Miniftraiion God 
accomplifhed this Work. This Lady was deter- 
mined not to efpoufe Miecjlaus^ unlefs he would 
confent to be baptized. The Prince caufed him- The Poiei 
fclf to be inftrudked in the Truths of her Reli cSiitr- 
^iofl^ and when declared himfelf a Chriftian, he 

was 
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was defirous that his People (hould imitate his 
Example. With this View he became their A- 
poftle; all the Idols were deftroyed, and Tem- 
ples were eredlcd to the true God, on the Ruins 
of their Altars. 

997 Miecjlaus^ fome time after his Converfion, fent 

the ArchbiHiop oi Cracow to Rome^ to affure the 
Pope of his Obedience, and to demand from him 
a Donation of the Regal Crown ; but Benedi£l 
VIL gave the preference lo Stephen Duke of Hun- 
gary ^ by whom he had been equally foliciced for 
the fame Gift. This Conduft of the Pope cither 
fprung from fome prejudice he had entertained 
againit Mtecjlaus^ or perhaps he had already heard 
or the Death of that Prince. 

He was fucceeded by his Son Bolejlaus, who 
was advanced to Years of Maturity when he af- 
2j¥«» cended the Throne. His Courage was never 
SmTS^T abated by any Difficulries, and the fevereft Toils 
j*^o^ of War conftituted his Pleafures. He had the Abi- 
^9' lities of a Chief and a Soldier, and knew how to 
command and execute at the fame time. He 
appeared magnificent in Publick, and whenever 
it was requifue for him to affqme the Air of a 
great Prince ; his more private Conduft was 
foften'd with an Air of Affability, and he beheld 
himfelf refpeftedand beloved by his People, whom 
he treated more like a Father than a Sovereign. 
His Renown was fo great, that Olbo the third 
came into Poland^ as well to offer him his Alliance, 
as to accompHfli a Vow he had made to the Mar- 
tyr St. Adelbert^ or Albert^ Archbifliop of Gnefna. 
The Emperor was fo well fatisfied with his Re- 
ception, and likcwifc with the Magnificence of 
Bolejlaus^ that he thought it incumbent on him to 
tcQjfy his Acknowledgements to him by fome ho- 
nourable Return) that might correfpond with the 

Treatment 
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Treatment he had received in the Territories of 
this Prince. He accordingly Crowned him King 
of Poland^ and gave him the imperial Eagle, in a 
Field Gules, for his Arms. The two Princes af^ 
terwards confirmed their new Alliance, by the 
Marriage of Rixa^ or Rijcbe^ Daughter of God^ 
frey^ Count Palatine of the Rbine^ and Niece of 
the Emperor, with JMiecflaus the Son of BoUJlaus. 

The Bohemians could not, without Jealoufy, be- The War 
hold the new Degree of Elevation, which the King "^ '•^^ 
oi Poland had acquired, and as they thought them- 
felves not inferior to the Poles^ they imagined the 
Glory of that Kingdom was a Ssain in that of their 
own; to efface which they inconfiderately engag- 
ed their Duke Bolejlaus in a War, which proved 
fatal to him. The Duke of Bohemia enter'd Po^ 
land^ without having any juft pretext for Com- 
plaint, and carried the Devaftations of Fire and 
Sword thro* all rhofe Places into which he was 
capable of penetrating. An Invafion fo unex- 
peded and unjuft, merited a fpeedy Revenge, and 
yet the King thought it proper to fufpend it, at 
that time, and to fend Ambaflfadors to the Duke 
of Bohemia^ to know his Motives for fuch a fud- 
den Infraftion of the Peace. A Truce was agreed 
to, but this the Bohemians foon broke, and entered 
Poland a fecond time, where they repeated their 
former Ravages. The King took to Horfe at 
this Intelligence, and marched againfl: them, but 
they were too much intimidated to wait his Arrival. 
They no fooner heard of his approach, but they 
hadRecourfe to Flight, and they retired into their 
own Country, with their Booty, and a great Num- 
ber of Prifoners. 

The King did not think it expedient to pur- 
fue them, either becaufe he wanted PrQvifipns, or 
elfe on Account of the bad Seafon, but his Re* 
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▼fjngcwas not the lef§ cffcftuaj by being defcrr'd; 
When he had compleated all his Preparations, he 
placed himfelf at the Head of a gallant Army, 
and advanced iqcQ Bohemm^ wich an Intention 
cither to cpnquer it or make it his Grave. 
The Eneniy wantecl Refolution to confront fo 
formidable a Power, and they left him Mailer qf 
(he Field ; neither the Ravages, which were com* 
mitced by the Poltjh Troops, nor the Conqueft 
and Deftruf^ion of their Cities, cquld induce them 
to hazard an Engagement. Prague was taken 
after a Siege of two Years, anc) abandoned tq 
Plunder. Eyery Place yielded to this vidorioui 
Prince, but he thought he poqld not properly 
repute himfelf Mafter qf Bohemia^ 'till he ha^ 
the Duke in his Power. Ti^is Prince had (hut 
himfelf up in the Fortrefs of ^/^>'^r(?^, with his 
Son Jaromir^ and was there determined to fuftain 
all the Effort^ of the King. This Place was foon 
invefted, aqd as the War was to bt decided by 
the Event of that Siege, it proved a powerful 
Motive to a vigorous AfTaqlt) and an equal bu( 
unavailing Re/iftanqe. The befifsged wei^e com- 
pelled to yield to the Fortiine of the Polijb Arms ; 
the Place was carried, and the Duke with his 
Theviao- Son were made Pfifoner^ of War. The Cortt 
^kZ^l^l^ queft of Moravia fuccecded that of Bohemia^ and 
theCon- the King*s Tenc^ernefs to the vanquiihed People 
^ai^ confirmed to him the Acquifitioqs of his Va- 

MUrwia. lour. 

The GeneroHty of his Mind and his Inclina- 
tion to fuccour the Diftreffed, foon after pngaged 
him in a more difficult War, biK which his great 
Abiliti^ caufed him to finifh wich equal Glory. 
In order to gain a right Conception of this £• 
vent, it will be neceflary to afcend a little high- 
cc, and give fome Idea of the State of the Rt{ffian 
or Muf.ovite J^mpire at that Time^ 
:. JFolo^ 
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tVolodomir Duke of Rujfta endeavoured, by a The War 
Panition of his Territories, to prevent the Di^. ''^^^ ^-^"^ 
vifions that mighu otherwife be created between 
his Sons, after his Death. His Precautibns were» 
however, ineffedlual, and the Expedient to which 
he had Recourfe for the Prefcrvation of Peace, 
was the very Circumftancc which kindled a War. 
Jarojtaus^ who afpired to the Sovereignty of JCf- 
bvia^ being exafperated to find himfelf defeated 
in his Views, by the DifpoQtions which hisFathef 
had made, took up Arms againft him, and made 
himfelf Matter of that City^ and theTreafurcs \t 
contained. The old Duke foon appeared in the 
Field, with an Intention to punifh his Sod, and 
to drive him from' Kiovia: But the Fatigues of 
the War, in Conjuh6lion with the Inquietude he 
fuftain*d by this Revolt, obliged him to flop at 
Berejlowj where he died a few Days after. Borijz 
and Suantopelk^ two of his other Sons, had taked 
upon themfelvcs the Conduft of the Army in 
his Abfencc, Without receiving any Intelligence 
of their Father's Death, and they fought with fo 
much Bravery as acquired them a compleat Vi- 
ftory over Jarojlaus. Suantopelk was the only 
Gainer by this Event, for he made himfelf Mz* 
Rer of Kiovia^ and^ to fecure himfelf in the Pot 
feflion of it, he caufed iB^ri/i, of Whofe Preten- 
fions he was apprehenfive, to be afTaffinated* 
When he had futcCeded in this firft Crime, he at- 
tempted a fccond, and employed the fame Ex- 
pedient to rid himfelf of Gleb his Brother, in or- 
der to invade his Dominions. 

Jarofiaus was not difcouraged by his firft De- ,008. 
feat« but repaired his Lofies, and foon appeared 
at the Head of a morti potent Army. Suantopelk 
advanced to meet, him, and the two Brothers 
cpj[ifro0ted each other on the Banks of the Bo^ 

r)fibtwu 
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ryfthenes. The two Armies were feparated h^f 
this River, ivhofe Breadth and Rapidity afforded 
them a common Intrenchment, and the utmoft 
Danger threatned him who fliould firft attempt 
to pafs it. Suantopelkj who had no Inclination 
to hazard himfelf in that manner, was content to 
keep himfelf upon the defenfive, in order to 
which, he encamped on the Bank of the River, 
and fortiBed himfelf in that Situation, in a full 
Belief that the Stream would furnifli hini with 
a fufficient Barrier againft his Enemy. This Per- 
fuadon feduced him into a dangerous Security, 
in Confequence of which he left his Camp un- 
guarded. Jarojlaus took the Advantage of his 
Impfecaution, and the DeHre of avenging the 
Death of his Brothers, as well as his own De- 
feat, caufed him to praftife all poffible Expedi- 
ents for pafling the River. He at laft fucceeded 
in his Dcfign, and Suantopelk being furprifed in 
the Midft of his Fortifications, placed all his 
Safety in Flight, and retired into Poland. 

He there found a powerful Proteftor. The 
King, deceived by the Artifice of Suantopelk^ 
promifed to reinftate him in his Dominions. He 
accordingly entred Ruffia^ and conquer'd all the 
Country that extends as far as the River Bog, 
Jarojlaus was pbfted on the other Bank, in order 
to oppofe the King's Paflage, which he difputed 
with him for feveral Days: But the King, promp- 
ted at laft by his own Intrepidity, was determi- 
ned not to fufFer any longer Delay, and, as dan- 
gerous as the Aftion might appear, he expofed 
himfelf to the Rapidity of the Torrent, in order 
to advance to the Enemy on the other Side. 
They were aftonifhed at fo daring an Attempt, 
but being likewife re-animated by the Prefence 
of their Prince, who difchargcd the Fundions of 
a Chief and a Soldier, they bravely difputed the 

Vidtory 
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Viftory ; nocwichftanding which they were com- 
pclPd CO yield to a more potent and experienced 
Conqueror. They fell back by Degrees, and 
their Retreat was foon changed into Flight* 

The King was capable of improving this Vi- tw Coo- 
Aory, and having received Information that J a- ^ «^ 
ro/laus had retired, after his Defeat, to Kiovia^ with '^'^ 
the fhatter'd Remains of his Troops, his firft 
Defign was to befiege him in that Place, and 
with that View he was as expeditious as poffible. 
But Jarojlaus was either too expert, or had a 
better Opinion of the Aftivity of his Foe, than 
to fuffer himfelf to be (hut up in that manner, 
and therefore made a Retreat, before the Arrival 
of the Polijb Forces. The Place was, however, 
inveftedy and the King being informed that Pro- 
vifions began to be fcarce, contented himfelf 
with a ftridl Blockade, in order to reduce it by 
Famine, without hazarding the Lives of his Sol- 
diers. The Befieged fufFer'd all the cruel EfFe6ts 
of Famine, but their Steadinefs was unavailing, 
and they were obliged to capitulate for the Pre- 
fervation of their Lives, which they rcfigned to 
the Difcretion of the Conqueror. The Ducal 
Caille was incapable of a long Refiftance, after 
the taking of the City, and thofe immenfe Trea- 
fures, which had been amafled there by the Dukes 
of Rvjfia^ became the Booty of the Toles. 

The King, after thi^ Expedition, difpofed his 
Troops into Wmter Quarters, in the Parts adja- 
cent to Kiovia^ where he continued in Perfon with 
Suantopelk^ whom he had re-eftabli(hed on the 
Throne, tho* Jarojlaus ftill difputed it with him. 
He had ftill a Referve of Friends, and he was in- 
formed, by the Intelligence he maintained in 
Kioviaj of all the Proceedings of the King. 
And knowing that he continued in that City 
with a ffnail Body of Troops, he fecretly formed 

a flying 
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a flying Camp, with an Ititentibn cither to carrjf 
hiin off by Surprife, or caufe him to be flairt, 
The Plot however happen'd to be detefted; the 
King had Time to aflcmblc Part of his Army-, 
he ^ux{\i^AyaroJlaui\ paft the Boryftbenes in his 
View -J forced his Camp* and cut his Troops in 
Pieces in the Mldfl of their Intrenchments, Ja- 
rojlaus was fo fortunate as to efcape wich a Body 
of Horfe to Novogrod\ from whence he after- 
wards would have retreated^ for Fear of a Siege ; 
but he was animated to continue there by the In- 
habitants, who left norhing unattempted to re- 
effablifli the Fortune of their Prince, They rai- 
fed Troops, and charged chemfelvcs with a vo- 
iunrary Tax in order to pay them. And yet the 
Remembrance of the laft Defeat made them ap- 
prehcnfive of a fecond, and all their Preparati- 
ons remain'd without EflFcft. 
ThePerfdy Thc Scrviccs which Suantopelk had received 
jir w.- f|.Q^ ^^^ f^j^g Qf Poland;^ ought to have affciftcd 
him with thc moft grateful Impreflionsj and ycc 
he no fooncr imagined he no longer needed the 
Afliftanceof the Poies^ than he began toconfider 
them as his greated Enemies, and he endeavour- 
ed to rid chem from his Dominion by a moft 
inhuman Method, His Intention was to mafla- 
cre thofc gallant Sdldiers, tcf whom he was in- 
debted for his Crown and Life, The Execution 
of this Barbarity was already begun, when the 
King received Intelligence of thc black Confpi- 
racy. He immediately took to Horfe, and aA 
fembled Part of his Army wi[h all Expedition, 
The Moment he appear'd> the perfidious Sunn- 
topelk became too intimidated to fupport his 
Crime by Arms ; and had Recourfc to Flight up- 
on the Approach of thc Poiijh Troops. The 
King enter*d Kiovia^ as into an Enemies Town 
which had furrcndrcd at Difcrction, and every Part 
of 
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of it way pillaged and fackcd. The Poles march- 
ed back to their own Country, charged with the 
Spoils of all Riillia^ and even fignaliz'd their Rc-^ 
trcac by a new Vidlory. 

Jarofljus had acquired new Succours froni the 1009. 
Fidelity of the Inhabitants ot l'Jcvcgrcd\ and fee- 
ing himfelf at the Head of a potent Army, he 
thought himfelf in a Condition to direft the 
Poltrs of the Booty with which they were loadedi 
As he was perfcdiy acquainted with the Situa^ 
tion of the Country, he concealed his March^ 
and purfued them with fo much Secrecy thnt they 
had no Sufpicion of his Approach. His Intcn* 
tion was to furpife them amidft their greateft Se- 
curity, and when they ftiould be engaged in fome 
incommodious Place. The King had already 
arrived at the Banks of the Boryfthenes^ and had 
almoft reached the Frontiers of his own Domi- 
nions ; and as he imagined the Enemy was ei- * 
ther vanquiflied, or very remote from him, he 
difmified Part of his Troops, and the reft were 
preparing to pafs the River, when the Ccntineld 
gave the Alarm at the Noife of the Army of Ja^ 
roflaus which then began to appear. The King 
concealed his Sentiments of the Danger, and his 
Prudence became as neceflary to him as his In- 
trepidity, in this Conjunfture. He rallied his 
Troops, encouraged the Lenders, and animated 
the Soldiers : And when they kindled into a 
martial Warmth, he prevented the Foe, and ad- 
vanced againft thofe who expefted to furprife 
him. The two Armies joined in Battle, and the 
king, at the Head of a chofen Batallion, broke 
into the Enemies Ranks^ and bore down all 
who oppofed him. Jarojlaus was alfo formidable 
in his Turn, and the two Chiefs were equally^ 
▼lAorious whcrccvcr they appeared. Bat after 
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the Engagement had continued for fome-Hours^ 
the Rujjian Ardour began to be gradually extin* 
guifh*d. This was foon perceived by the King> 
and he then charged them with new Vigour. 
He threw himfelf into the thickeft Throng with 
his Sabre in his Hand ; forced himfelf a Paf- 
fagc through the Troops that confronted him, 
and in a few Moments broke in upon them from 
all Quarters. The Ranks were difconcerted \ 
the viftory was awhile retarded by Numbers, 
but all Oppofition was at laft unavailing. Jarth 
Jlaus betook himfelf to Flight, and inglorioufly 
quitted the Enfigns of his Dignity, amidft his 
Apprehcnfions of falling into the Hands of his 
Enemies. The Defeat then became general, 
and it was no longer an Encounter, but a dread- 
ful Carnage. Thus did the Poles formerly tri- 
umph over the Ruffians^ who have fince become 
their Matters and Oppreflbrs. 

loxo. Jarojlaus had ftill thofe Refources that were 
confiderable enough to repair all his Lofles ; 
and he appeared the following Year in the Field*, 
in order to crufh the treacherous Suantopelky who 
was rfo longer affifted by the Poles. He defeated 
him in two Battles, and obliged him to fly, af- 
ter which he diverted him of his Dominions. 
Suantopelk^ in this Extremity, had an Inclination 
to throw himfelf once over into the Arms of the 
King of Poland^ and to implore the Proteftion 
of a Prince he had treated with fo much Indig- 
nity. The King, either from the Motives of 
his Goodncfs, or clfe from political Inducements, 
determined to renew his Engagements with him, 
and prepared to re-enter Ruffia^ in order to e- 
ftabli(h him once more upon the Throne, but 
this Enterprife was broke off by the Death of 

&uantopelk^ 
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^uaniopelk^ which happened at the Time when 
:hofc Preparations were making. 

Bretijlaus^ the Son of VifMus Duke of Potocko^ 
undertook to avenge the Defeat and Death of 
bis Uncle Suanlopelk, and the young Prmce was 
faccefsful in his firfl: Attempts. He conquer'd 
ill the Duchy of N'jvc^rod. and made himfelf 
Matter of the City that bears that Name. But 
Jarcjlaus^ who waited for him at his Return, de- 
feated him on the B.mks of the River Sadomir^ 
and cafily regained all he had lofl:. 

At \z?tJatyJlauSj^\\o\\\\ then had never yielded 
to the PcUs^ and whofe Ambition feemed to be 
extended to all the Dominions of H^oldomir his 
Father, met with an Enemy more dextrous, or 
at leaft more fortunate, than himfelf. 

His Brother Miecf.tius imagined it would be 
his Intercft to oppofc the Prcgrefs of fo formi- 
dable a Power, and redrain it within due Bounds. 
He therefore declared War againft Jarojlaus^ 
gained two great Victories over him, and made 
himfelf Matter of Kkv'ia. Ambition was not hi» 
Motive for taking up Arms againtt his Brother. 
He was fatisficd with having humbled Jarcjlaus^ 
and with making him fenfible, that it was poffi- 
ble to conquer him, for which Reafon he gene- 
roufly reftorcd hira all he had wretted from him, 
and only referved to himlelf the Glory of fo 
difintercfted a Viftory, 

The Rifjfian War having been brought to fo 
fortunate a Period, the King was apprchenfivt 
left a State of Peace ftiould enervate the Courage 
of his Soldiers ; in order therefore to continue 
them in the Habitude of being viftorious, he 
determined to carry the War into Saxon). The 
Saxons had *till then been free, but they were at 
laft compelled to receive the Laws of Bolefiaus 
the Great- The Terror of bis Name had prc- 
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ctded his March, and to fuch a Degree as in- 
timidated the Enemy from advancing to meet 
him, an'^ they retired into impenetrable Woods. 
The Poi<'s ravaged all their Country, and acqui- 
red a confidcrablc Booty. The King, in his 
Return from this Expedition , halted on the 
Banks of the Elb^ and caufed two Columns of 
Iron to be eredted, as well for an eternal Mo- 
numenr of his Conquefts, as to fix the Frontiers 
of his Kingdom. 

Pomeraaia and Prujp^a were likewife fenfible of 
the Force of his Arms. The firft of thefe Pro- 
vinces had been difmembred from the Kingdom 
of Poland. It was the prevailing Opinion that 
Lezfco the Third had configned the Sovereignly 
of it to fcveral of his natural Sons, to hold it as 
Vaflals to that Crown ; but that thefe petty Prin- 
ces had afterwards revolted, and, taking Advan- 
tage either of the Diforders in the State or the 
Weaknefs of the Kings, had fupported themfclvcs 
in their Independency for a confiderable Time. 
Bolejlaus the Great compelled them to acknow- 
ledge him for their Lord, but as he confidered 
them, at the fame Time, as ancient Friends, he 
. only required Fealty and Homage from them, 
without any Tribute. Pruffia was likewife con- 
ftrain'd to receive his Laws, and to pay him the 
Tribute he thought fit to impofe upon them. 

When he had eftabliftied Tranquillity in Po- 
land by the Defeat of her Enemies, he caufed his 
People to enjoy the Fruit of his Viftories for 
fome Years ; he was fedulous to regulate the 
Adminiftration in the interior Parts of his King- 
dom: He made Laws, and employed his En- 
deavours to create Obedience to them. But 
this happy Calm was interrupted by a new War, 
kindled by Jarojlaus Duke of Ruffia. The De- 
vaftatioa which the Pola had comaiitted in bis 

Domi« 
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Dominions ; the Scries of their Viaories, and 
^e Damages they had occafionM in his capital 
City, which they had taken and fackM, rendered 
him an implacaple Enemy to Poland^ and he had 
long been making Preparations for a Vengeance 
which he at laft difplay'd. His formidable Pow- 
er feem'd to be irrefiftible, his Army was ex- 
ceeding numerous, and his mih'tary Preparations 
entirely correfponded wich the Number of his 
Forces, Bolejlaus the Great was not intimi'Jated 
at this Proceeding, and he had Troops who were 
prepared to oppofe the Enemy. When he re- 
ceived Intelligence that Jarojlaus had taken the 
Field, he likewife appeared there himfclf, and 
when he had taken all the neceflary Precautions 
for the Security of his Towns, he marched to- 
wards Ruffiuy with an Intention either to prevent 
the Enemy, or to make a powerful Diverfion in 
their Country, if they (hould happen to penetrate 
into Poland. The two Princes confronted each 
other on the Banks of the BoryJlbe}rs^ which had 
already been rendered famous by the Defeat of 
Jar^Jlaus. The King ordered his Troops to hair, 
in order to take fome Refrefhment, but Chance, 
in Conjunftion with the Animofiry of the two 
Parties, immediately drew on a general Engage- 
ment. As the Servants of the Polijh Army were 
watering their Horfes in the River, they were 
infulted by the Soldiers of the Enemy, upon 
which the Poles advanced to the Affiftance of 
their Men. They at firft moved on in fmall Bo- 
dies, and as they were drawn together by Acci- 
dent, their Number was continually increafing. 
The Enemy likewife aflcmbled on their Side, 
with loud Shouts, and the Soldiers of both Ar- 
mies betook thcmfelves to Arms in the utmoft 
Rage. The Chiefs were obliged to follow their 
TroopSt and the PolcSf who were more adive 
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than their Adverfaries, tlirew themfclves into the 
River, pad to the oppofitc Biink by fwimming, 
and warmly aftjcked their Enemies who were 
ftill unarm'd. The firft Ranks were foon broken, 
the Ruffians had recourfe to Flight, and carried the 
Alarm into their Camp. The whole Army was 
feized with a panic Tciror, and nothing could 
flop their Flight. Jarcjlius^ amidft the Confu- 
fion and Defp.iir that feized him when he found 
himfdf vanquifiied, without a Poffibility of com- 
ing to an Engagement, was compell'd to aban- 
don his Camp and B^.ggage, and to accompany 
Jiis Troops in their Flight. 

They were purfued by the P^/^i with the ut- 
mofl Vigour, and the King having exprefsly pro- 
hibited ail Slaughtt r, the Number of the Priib- 
ners exceeded that of the Vidlors. He made 
himfelf Mafter of all Rujjia^ but it may be affir- 
med, that he adled with fo much Moderation, 
that the Submifnon of the Ruffians was rather 
the Effeul of their Inclinations ihan of Conqueft. 
Jarojlcius fued for Peace, and obtainM it on eafy 
Terms. The Prifoners were fent back without 
R^infom, and Boldpius^ being fatisfied with a mo- 
dcrr^te Tribute, had the Addrefs to calm, by a 
prudent Clemency, the impetuous Difpofitions of 
thofe warlike People, whom neither the Force of 
his Arms, nor his repeated Conquefts had been 
able to quell. 
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Pt?/tfW, after this Vidory, had no longer any Ene* 
mies who durft oppofe her, and the whole Nation 
enjoyed a profound Peace during the Life of Bo- 
Ih^i^u M^^^' 'i^his great Prince died at the Age of 
Fifty Eight Years, and after a Reign of Twenty 
Five. He was fucceeded by Miecjlaus his Son, 
who was crown*^ ^'' Gnefna^ by the Archbiflipp 
flf thi^t Cit; rhis Tin^e died the En[)pc- 
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ror Henry of Bavaria^ whom the Church has 
ranked in the Clafs of its Saints, and his Son 
Conrade was his Succeflbr in the Empire. 

The Death of Bolejlaus the Great was like a ,0^^. 
Signal to a general Commotion; and the Fcro- ^''o^^«'ii- 
city of the conquered People, being no longer 
checkt by that Barrier, broke forth wich the ut- 
moft Violence. Ruffia^ Bohemia^ Moravluy Pome- 
rania and Saxony combined, almofl at the fame 
Time, to free themfelves from the Tribute that 
had been imposed upon them, 

Jarojlaus and Miecjlaiis his Brother, Dukes of 
Ruffia^ were the firft who appeared in the Field : 
They forced the Frontiers of Poland^ beficged 
and took Czerwienjkoy and fome other fmall 
Towns, and carried off the Inhabitants into the 
Palatinate of Kiovia. The Revolt would have 
been general, if the new King had not foon 
marched into Rujfta with a numerous Army, and 
feized feveral Lords of that Country, as Hoftages 
for the Fidelity of the People ; by which Expe- 
dient he extinguilhed the Sparks of a Rebellion 
which would have diverted him of all that Pro- 
vince, 

The Revolt of Bohemia wzs attended with fatal The ^^^^ 
Events. Udalric the Second, Son of the Duke*^^ 
of Bohemia^ having been delivered up to Bolejlaus 
the Great, after he had conqucr'd that Country 
was confiderM in Poland rather as the Son of an 
unfortunate Prince, than as a vanquifhM and cap- 
tive Enemy, The King caufed him to be edti^* 
cated in his Court, with all the Attention thit 
vjras due to his Birth, and was continually con- 
ferring Favours upon him. Udalric feem*d to 
to be affedted with Gratitude, and this artful and 
infinuating Perfon had the Addrefs to conceal 
iMAmbitioo^ under the exterior Appearance of 
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the mon: refpeftful Submiffion. Bolejlaus liiffcr'd 
himfclf to be fo fully perfuaded of the Attach- 
nienc of this Prince, that he permitted him to 
retire into Bobemia^ and furnifiied him with c- 
very thing neceffary to fqpporc his Rank in that 
Country. 

As great as thefe Obligations were in them* 
fclves, they were no equivalent for a Crown, 
and a Conqueror is always a Foe. Udalricj up- 
on his Arrival in Bohemia^ looked upon that Pro- 
vince as a Patrimony which bad been unjuftly u- 
furped from him, and employed all bis Though^^ 
to regain it. He had recourfe to fecret and dif- 
ferent Methods to rid himfelf of the Lords who 
adhered to the Polifi Party ; and indireftiy fpir 
rited up the Inclinations of thofe who were wcH 
afTedtcd to his Houfe ; in a Word, he difpofed ail 
Things for a general Infurrcdtion He had long 
>vaited lor a favourable Conjun6ture, and it was 
pow prefcnted to him by the Death of Botejlaus^ 
and the Abfence of Miccjlausy who was then in 
Rujfia. He caufed his Son Bretijlaus to afiume 
the Title of Duke of Bohemia^ and refufed the 
Payment of the ufual Tribute. The People took 
up Arms, and the PoliJIj Garrifons, being left 
(defencclefs, were cither maflacred or compelie4 
to fly, 

fS?'- The fame Spirit which kindled this Revolt, 
was foon difFufed through Moravia. Bretijlaus 
cntred it with his Troops, but, at the fame Time, 
jnicpd more Confidence in the Intelligence he 
maintained there, chi;^ he did in his own For- 
fes. The Inhabitants of tht Country had alrea- 
(iy cntred into a Treaty with him^ and the Con- 
fpiracy had been condufted in fuch a Ci?cret Man- 
per, that the Poles beheld themfelvcsluddenly ac- 
jack'd by the People of that Country, in Con- 
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juftftion with a foreign Enemy, without being in 
any Condition tode^nd themfelvcs. In vain did 
thefc unhappy Soldiers implore the Afliftance of 
their Prince. The weak Miec/lausbehdd all thcfe 
Revolutions with an Air of IndiflPerence, and left 
thcfe his Garrifons expofed to the Fury of thofe 
barbarous Nations, fo that they were either 
maflacred like a common Enemy, or fold as 
Slaves. 

Miecjlaus did not poffcfsany of the great Quali- i^%^ 
ties that wcrefo confpicuous in his Father. His In- 
dolence and Debaucheries rendered him contemp- 
tible to his Subje6ts. Bohemia and Moravia had 
already revoked with Impunity, and the Provin- 
ces that were adjacent to Germany ^ ifhagined they 
were as capable as the reft, to free themfelves 
from the Yoke of that effeminate and voluptuous 
Prince. The Governours affumcd the Title of 
Sovereigns of the places that had been confided 
to their Care, and by the Aid of the Germans^ 
with whom they had been united by Commerce 
and Intermarriages, they fupported themfelves in 
dieir Ufurpations. The Marqui^fate of Branden-- 
burg is formed out of feveral of thefe Principali- 
ties, which were united by the Lords of the Coun- 
try,either by the Means of Dexterity, or by force of 
Arms. Pomerania had alfo an Independent Prince, 

The Polijh Lords, when they received Intelli- 
gence of thcfe proceedings, employed their utmoft 
endeavours to awake Miecjlaus from his Lethar- 

fy, and to engage him to quit his Palace. Their 
.eproaches, in Conjunftion with the Apprehenfi- 
ons this Prince encertain'd of a general RebeHion, 
were more perfuafive with him, than either his 
Courage or the Confideration of his own Glo- 
ry. Three Princes of Hungary attended him in 
tjiis Expedilion. The Infolence of the Pomerania 
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ans^sis quelled, and thofe who headed the Rebels 
were punifhed with Death. The Polfs owed their 
Conqueft to the Courage and Conduft of BeUy 
one of the three Hungarian Lords. Some Au- 
thors declare that he killed, in fingle Connbar, 
the New Duke whom the Inhabitants of Pomerania 
had eleded, Miecjlaus induced by Gratitude, and 
the Confidence he rcpofed in the Fidelity of Bela^ 
gave hkn the Government of that Country, with 
the Title of Buke, and his own Daughter in 
Marriage. 

»«3^ Miecjlaus^ when this Expedition was com plea t- 
V^MitcJoMs. cd, (hut himfelf up in his Palace, and devoted 
himfelf anew to his Pleafures : but they proved 
fatal to him in the Event, and his immoderate 
Debauches foon laid him in the Grave. He was 
fiezed with a kind of Frenzy, whofc Rage was in- 
capable of any Mitigation, and he died the Fif- 
teenth of Marcb^ in this Year, very little regret- 
ted by his Subje^s, 

»o35. The Contempt which the People had enter^r 

tain'd for Miecjlaus^ was extended even to hi$ 
Son Cafimir^ and they were apprehenfive left he 
Ihould devote himfelf to the fame Vices, and 
prove as voluptuous as his Father, The Lords 
therefore, conceived it proper to fufpend his E- 
leftion and Coronation, without excluding him 
entirely from the Throne. During his Minority, 
the Adminiftration of A6Fairs was configned to Rixa^ 
the Mother of the young Prince, and the Daugh- 
ter of Godfrey Count Palatine of the Rhine. But 
the Regent exafperated the People yet more, by 
her imperious Condudb, and her unjuft Preference 
of the Germans^ to the Poles. She would never 
be prevailed upon to fupprefs fome odious Iiq- 
pofts, which had been introduced by Miccflms^ 

and 
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anci fhe advanced Pcrfons of lier Nation to all 
Offices in the State. Tiie People were over- 
whelmed with Exadiions ; the Adminillration of 
AtFairs was in the hands of Strangers, who alone 
diTpofcd of every thing. In vain were Remon- 
ftrances made to her, on the Subjed of fuch juft 
Complaints ; flic refufcd to hear them, and treat- 
ed thofe who came to offer them, with a contemp- 
tuous Pride. This Inflexibility, at laft, diflblved 
the feeble Bands that united the PoUs to their So- 
vereign. 

The Regent was at laft baniflicd, and o^^gc^Th^R'tnt 
to fcek an Afylum out of the Polijh Dominions. is cxpeira 
She carried with her thofe immenfe Treafures, that^*^**"^' 
were acquired by the Viftories of Bolejlaus the 
great, and placed herfclf, and her Son, under the 
Proteftion of the Emperor. This Prince gave 
them an honourable Reception, and promifed them 
a fpecdy Vengeance, He even caufed Troops to 
advance to the Frontiers of Poland^ but it was 
rather with a view to fave Appearances, than to 
employ any Efforts fufficient to reeftablifli Ctf- 
Jirniroii the Throne of his Father. 

It is equally the Intercft of Sovereigns and ,037 
Subjeds to acquit themfelves of their reciprocal a ci^rwat 
Obligations to each other, and from which their 
Union refults ; when this Intercourfe, which 
caufes Kings to be refpedted, and conftitutes the 
happinefs of a People, is once difconcerted, their 
Divifions are equally fatal to them both. Rixa^ by 
exerting the Authority with which fhe had been en- 
rrufted, in too imperious a manner,divefted herSoa 
of a Crown, and the PoUs^y^ho were immoderately 
jealous of their Prerogatives, baniflied their Prince, 
and in confequence of that proceeding, degene- 
rated into a State of Anarchy, which occauon'd 
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innumerable Difordcrs. Each particular Lord 
form* d equal Precenfions to the Supreme Power, 
or, at lea(l, was defirous of preferving himfelf in 
a ftate of Independency. Hence it was, that the 
Laws were difregarded, and Crimes were com- 
mitted with Impunity. All Command and Subjec- 
tion entirely ccafed, and Difcord was difFufcd thro* 
all the Provinces. Ma/las^ a private Officer under 
King MiecJlauSf fixed himfelf in the Palatinate of 
Plojko ; and a Number of other Tyrants eftablifti- 
cd themfelves in every part of the Kingdom. 
They were equally inveterate againtt each other, 
and the noblell Blood of Poland was (hed in their 
Qnirrels. The Nobility opprcffed the Peafants 
with Taxes, and thefe injured People having no 
opportunity of imploring Redrefs from a lawful 
Power, confpired againft the Nobles, and had 
Recourfe to Arms, to defend themfelves from 
Oppreffion. The Peafants, being no longer per- 
mitted to enjoy the Fruit of their Toils, betook 
themfelves to Robbery, and elefted Chiefs out of 
their own Body. The Publick Roads were no 
longer paflfable in Safety ; no Afylum was any 
fecurity from their Depredations ; and they at- 
tacked even Towns and Cities. The Republick 
was in as dangerous a Situation as the State, and 
Paganifm, which had long been laid low, maide its 
laft Efforts to ercft its Altars anew. The Church- 
es were plundered, and it was with Difficulty that 
the Bifhops efcaped the Rage of thefe impious 
Wretches. The facred Veffcls were deftroy*d,and 
there were even fome Lords who had the Pre- 
fumption to propofean utter Extinftion of Chrifti- 
anity, in order to reeftablifli the Worlhip of 
Jupiter and Mars^ whom Poland had formerly a* 
dored, under the Appellations of Jeffa^ and 
Jf^iada. 

AFo- 
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A foreign War foon compleated the Calami- T^i«Top- 
ties of this Kingdom. The Bohemians^ its antient ^s^iw. 
Enemies, improved thefe inteftine DiviGons, in 
order to avenee their former Defeats, and to give 
Chains to tho^ by whom they had been fo often 
vanquiftied. Bretijlaus^ with this View^ enter'd Pth 
land \ the Frontiers of which had been open'd to 
him by the civil War, and it was now in a Conditi- 
on to be conquered by its weakeft Enemies. Wraii^ 
HaWy and Pofnatiy vainly fuftain'd a Siege, Brettfians 
made himfelf Mafter of thofe Cities, and aban«- 
don'd them to Pillage and Fire. Gnefna^ which 
was expofed from every Quarter, and unprovided 
with Fortifications, was incapable of Refiftance, 
and was therefore entirely plundered and facked. 
The unhappy Citizens were either murderM or 
reduced to a wretched ftate of Slavery. The un- 
relenting Soldier fatiatedhis Brutality and his A- 
varice ; the Churches were profened, and their 
Altars overthrown. The Minifters of Religion 
were tortur'd, in order to make them confeft 
where the Cheftand the Body of St. Adalbert were 
depofited, and they were faved by a meer Miracle 
from the Avidity of the Conqueror. In a Word, 
Gnefna experienced all the calamitous and dread- 
ful EfFeffcs of War, and Bretijlaus did not with- 
draw his Troops from that City, till he had ren» 
derd it a Scene of Defolation, and he carried otl 
an infinite Number of Prifoners of all Ranks, 
which he difperfed in Colonies thro* his Domini- 
ons. 

Jarojlaus marched into Poland^ much about the ,03^. 
fame time, from another Quarter, and the Irrupti- 
on of the Ruffians was as cruel as that of the Bobe^ 
w/^y/zj. Whatever had efcaped theFury and Avarice of 
the laft, became the Prey of Jarojlaus. He depopu- 
lated the Duchy of Mazovia with Fire and Sword, 

and 
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and did not retreat from that Country, till he had 
nothing more to plunder. 

The Popes were then endeavouring to eftablifli 
their Authority over the temporal Jurifdiftion of 
Kings, and aflumeda Prerogative to judge of their 
Differences. When a Prince was deltituce of For- 
ces to reQft an Enemy, he gain*d a formidable 
prote&ion at Rotne^ and was aided with Thunders 
that were fometimes much more potent than the 
moft numerous Armies. The Poles had recourfc 
to thefc Aids, and by the Advice oi Stephen Arch- 
bifhop of Gnefna^ difpatched a memorable Em- 
baffy to Rome^ to accufe Bretijlaus Duke of Bohe- 
mia with Sacrilege, and other Inftances of Impi- 
ety, and to complain of the Devaftations he had 
made in Polandy without any Diftinftion of facrcd 
things from prophane. The Ambafladors had, 
at firft, a favourable Audience, rather becaufe it 
was the Intereft of the Popes to receive all kinds 
of Complaints,, and to efface by Degrees, the 
Ideas that might be formed of the Incompeten- 
cy of their Tribunal, with relation to fuch Affairs, 
than with any view to render due Juftice to Po- 
land. Bretejlaus Duke of Bobemiaj and Severn 5 
Bifliop of Prague^ were cited to appear at Rome. 
Their Envoys, who fcem'd to be apprehenfive of 
of an Excommunication, promifed, in the Name 
their Mafters, a full Reditu tion of all that had 
been taken from the Metropolitan Church of Gw^/ 
noj and the other Churches of that Kingdom, and 
to repair the Damages fuftain'd by the War. But 
a Number of Springs were fecretly put in Motion, 
Sums of Gold were diftributed with a judicious 
Prodigality, and they produced their ufual Effedt, 
fince the Minifters of the Court of Rome were 
incapable of refilling the Luftre it prcfentcd to 
their View, 

The 
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The Church at chat time fuftain'd a fatal Scan- 
dal, by the Intrufion of Benedi£l IX. into St. 
Peter^s Chair. The Youth of this Pope and his 
Neccflicy for Money, to oppofe two Competitors, 
and gratify thofe who were devoted to his Intereft, 
were very favourable Conjundkurcs to the Bobe- 
mans. The Decree of Citation, and the Promif- 
fcs made by the Envoys of the Duke of Bohemia 
were entirely forgotten, and Rotne^ who has fo 
much ardour to be obeyed when (he is not cor- 
rupted by Money, took no Meafnres, at thac 
time, for the Execution of her Decrees. 

The civil War continued to rage in Poland 
with the fame Violence. The Interruption of 
Commerce, the Flight of the Peafants^ who left 
the Country dcfert and uncultivated, the Con* 
flagration and Ruin of the principal Cities, were 
but faint Inftances of the Calamities in which 
thac Kingdom was then involved. Harraffed 
by tyrannical Men, who gave a Loofe to their 
hwlefs Conduft in her very Bofom, invaded by 
the neighbouring Nations, from without, and 
who enter'd it with a Kind of Emulation, as » 
common Conqueft, it was ready to receive the 
Laws of the firft Tyrant who would condefcend to 
eftabVifh himfelf in thofe Territories. Some of 
the Nobility united, at lad, toconlider of foms 
proper Expedient for the Extindkion of thcfc 
Diforders. They all acknowledged that a Prince 
was neccffary for Poland^ but their Views were 
different with refped to that Choice. Some gave 
their SuflTrage for a neighbouring Prince, others 
declared in favour either of themfelves, or fome 
Lord of the Kingdom: the greateft Number of 
them, fupportcd by the Archbi(hop of Gnefna^ were 
of Opinion, that it would be neccffary to recall 
Cafimir : And, indeed, it was dangerous to offer 
the Throne to a neighbouring Prince, whofei 

parucu\^ 
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particular Intereft, might, poflibly, be oppofite 
to that of the Nation ; On the other Hand, it 
was altogether as hazardous to confer the Regal 
Dignity on 2LPoliJh Lord, who would want fufficient 
Power and Authority to caufc himfclf to be re- 
fpedled, and there was reafon to be apprehenQve, 
that an Election of this nature would rekindle the 
Civil War which they propcfcd to extinguilh. 
Thefe Confiderations united all the Suffrages in fa- 
vour of the Grandfon oiBolefiaus the Great. They 
no longer confider'd Cafimir^si the Son o^Miecf.aus 
and Rixa^ but rather as the Decendanr of a King 
who had eftabliflied the Glory and Happinefs of 
Polandy and whom the prefent Calamities had 
recalkd more efFe6tually to their Remembrance. 

The young Prince had bccnabfent from that 
Kingdom for the Space of five Years, and the 
Poles were unacquainted with the place of his Re- 
treat. AmbalTadors were therefore difpatched to 
Rixa his Mother, who had then retired to Brunf- 
wick^ to defire her to inform them of the Place where 
her Son refidcd. Cafimir had privately retired into' 
France J ^nd applied himfelf to his Studies at PariSi 
in that famous Univerfity, which is the Mother of 
all the reft. He afterwards paft into/Z^j/y, where St. 
Romualdh-3Ld prevailedupon him to become aMonkw 
After which he returned into France^ and retired in- 
to the Abby of Clugnu where he had received the 
Monaftic Habit and a Deaconfliip of that Church^ 

1040 ji^^ Ambafladors came to feek him in that 
Retreat, and paid their Homage to him as their 
King : but Cafimir was no longer Mafter of his 
own Liberty, and the Engagement to which he 
had fubjeded himfelf, rendred him incapable of 
wearing the Crown. It was neceflary, therefore^ 
to have Rccourfe to the Pope, for a Difpenfation. 
The Cafe was of an extraordinary Nature, and it 

will 
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will always be furprifing to fee a young Prince, 
expelled from his Dominions, and invefted with 
the Habic of a Monk, afterwards quit his Cloifter 
to reafcend the Throne. Bendi£i IX. whom we 
have already mentioned, was touched with Com - 
paflion, when the Defolation and Calamities of 
Poland were related to him \ and the ncccflity 
there was for crowning Caftmir^ feemed to him a 
fufEcient inducement todifcharge the Prince from 
hb Engagements. However, the Difpenfation 
was not gratuitous, and one of the firft Conditi- 
ons on which it was accorded, was his confent- 
ing to fubmit to an Apoftolic Tax, called Sr. 
Peten Pence ; and 'which all the Poles fliould be 
obliged to pay by Capitation. The holy Fa- 
ther likewife inflfted on their promife to fhave 
their Heads and Beards, like the reft of the Roman 
Catholics^ and to wear a white Linen Stole about 
their Necks, at all the principal Feftivals in the 
Year. Thefe three Conditions were executed 
with the ereateft pundluality. 

Some Hiftorians aflure us, that this Difpenfa- ASchinn 

tion was granted by Clement II. and this contra-^" ^^ 

riety among them was occafionM by the Number 

of thdfe who pretended to the Papacy, and by the 

Confufion which was then introduced by that 

Schifm. It is certain that BenediSl IX. was 

but twelve Years of Age when he afcended the 

Chair of St. Peter. This young Pope was, how- 

cv6r, acknowledged, tho* he afterwards was di- 

vcfted of his Dignity, and the Bifhop of Sabina^ 

who affumed the Name of Sylvefier^ was ele^ed 

in his Place ; fome time after which Benedict tc- 

gained the Pontificate, but he was obliged, a fe- 

cond ciitae, to refign in favour of the Archbilhoi:> 

of the Church of St. John Porta Latina^ who took 

the Name of Gregor'j VI. Till at laft the Empe- 

tot Hcftfy the third, having fuecccded Ccurade 

£ his 
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his Father, came into Iial^^ cnter'd Rome^ depof- 
cd cbis Troop of intruding Popes, and confcr'd the 
Papal Dignity on S\ndeger Bifhop of Bamberg^ 
from whom he received the Imperial Crown. 

About the fame time, Jarofiaus Duke of Rujfta^ 
who had united in his own Perfon, all the Domini- 
ons of his Father IVolcdomir^ formed a Defign to 
render his Empire ft ill more extend ve. He de- 
clared War againft the Greek Emperor, and fent 
his Son Wladimir with a numerous Fleet, to be- 
liege Conjlantinople \ but this Enterprize was ren- 
dered abortive by a dreadful Tempeft. IVladimir 
favcd himfelf, with the utmoft Difficulty, from the 
Wreck, after he had loft part of his Troops, and 
endeavoured, in that deftitute Condition, to re- 
turn to Rujji'j by Land, with the Remains of his 
Soldiers : but he was purfued by the Greeks who 
continually harraflfed him, without drawing on a 
general Engagement, by which means they ho- 
ped to defeat him entirely by thofe little Encoun- 
ters. The Ruffians^ who were fatigued, and de- 
ftitute of Forage and Provifions, and were ready 
to Gnk under the Attacks of an Enemy who 
fled, the Moment they oppofed him, were, at 
laft, fa fortunate as to find a &vourableConjun£ture, 
which compelled the Greeks to a Batde. The 
Rujfuns were animated by Defpair, and they forced 
a Vidory,which they would have loft, if they had 
not been almoft defeated. 

Cafimir was received by the Pdes^ as a Pcrfon 
who came to reftore Peace and Plenty among 
them. The Bifhops and the Nobility advanced 
to the Frontiers, in Order to receive him, with 
all the Troops they were in a Condition to aflem- 
ble, and they condu&ed him to Gnefna^ where he 
was crown'd by Stephen Archbiftiop of that City. 
Their new Monarch devoted his firft Cares to 
dear his Kingdom from the Robbers that infeft- 

ed 
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cd it. He befirgedand demoliflied their Caflles, 
and their Chiefs were feized, and pu.iifhed with the 
utmofl Severity. A general Amnclty was grant- 
ed to the reft, becaufc it was dangerous to punirti 
fo great a Number. The Peafants returned to 
cultivate their Lands; the Merchants engaged a- 
new in Commerce ; People of all Ranks, employ- 
ed themfclves in their proper Fundions •, the Ci- 
ties were repeopled •, civil Society was reeftablifli- 
ed ; the Laws refumed their Vigour ; and if any 
Rebels were then left, they were only permited to 
continue in their Ufurpations/in order to becrufli- 
cd in a more effeftual Manner. 

When the mod preflTing Diforders of the State 
were reftified, the Nobility began to confider the 
Marriage of their Prince, as an Affair of the great- 
eft Importance, and rhey prevailed upon him to 
fcnd AmbalFadors to Jjrcjlius Duke of Ritjjia to 
d( mand his Sifter A/^rv in Marriage. This Princefs 
was the Daughter of /?^<j/<?^^w/r, and ///;;/, the Sifter 
of Bj/ilius and Conftantine^ Emperors ot the Eaft ; 
and tho* flie had been educated in the Greek Reli- 
gion, the Difference in Rites was no Obiftruftion 
to Cafim'ir. Good Politicks, and the Welfare of 
the State, in Conjunftion with the King's incli- 
n^ition, foon removed all Difficulties, and the Prin- 
eels Mar^ was confign'd to the Ambafladors, with 
a large Sum of Money for her Portion. She re- 
nounced the Rites of the Greek Church, and after 
a Reiteration of the Ceremonials of her Bapcifm, 
through an Apprehenfion of the Invalidity of 
that which (he had received in Rujfia^ where 
the Priefb were but little inftrufted in the Arti- 
cles of Religion, fhe efpoufed Caftmir^ who, foon 
Aer, caufed her'to be Crowned Queen of Poland. 

^ As a /ong Peace was neceflary to this Kingdom, lo^u 
border to repair the I*ofles it had fuftain'd ; Ci- 

E X fimir 
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ftmir ncgledled no Expedients to procure it. 
. His Marriage with the Sifter of the Duke cfRuffia^ 
fecured him from any Hoftilities from that Quar- 
ter: His Mother Rixa had gain'd him theFricnd- 
fhip of the Germans J and he might juftly hope for 
all im;iginable Succors from them. BretiJUusDukt 
of Bohemia was the only Enemy of whom he had 
any Caufe to be apprchenfive, but the Emperor 
rendered that Prince incapable of forming any At- 
tempt againft Poland^ and he revenged the De- 
vaftations which the B$bemians had committed in 
that Kingdom. Their Duke having fubmitted 
to all the Conditions the Emperor thought fit to 
impofc upon him, was obliged to follow his Con- 
queror to Ratijbonney to pay him Homage for his 
Dominions, and to reftore to Poland all the Pla^ 
CCS he had ufurped during the Civil Wars. 
The Defeat xhc Duchy of Mazovia had not yet acknow- 
r-intiiL/Ji'ledged the Authority of Caftmir^ and Majlas^ of 
whom we have already related fome particulars, 
was fupported by the Forces of PruJJia^ and per- 
fiftcd in his Revolt. The King at laft marched 
againft this Rebel, and, by the Aid of his Bro- 
ther Jarcjlaus^ defeated the Tyrant of that Pro- 
vince. Majlas found an Afylum in Pruffiay and re- 
cnter'd Mazovia^ the following Year, with a new 
Army ; but all his Adherents were entirely diflS- 
pated by a fecond Overthrow. The Province fub- 
mitted to its lawful Prince, and the Ufurper hav- 
ing taken Refuge, once more, in Prujfta. met with 
the ufual F-te of Tyrants, and was killed by the 
very People whofe Succours he employed, to fup- 
port himfelf in his Revolt. 

IC4J. All thefc Foreign and inteftine Wars were at 
lift fucceeded by a folid and lafting Peace, and 
Cafmir improved this happy Tranquillity, in the 
Eftabliftimcnt of Religion, and the Cultivation of 

(be 
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the Sciences, of which the Cloifters were, at thrt 
time,Theonly Repofitories. The Nobility look'd 
upon the Sciences, as a mean and fuperfluoas Eir.- 
ployment, and the Commonalty beftowcd all their 
Attention on Agriculture and Commerce. In 
thcfc times of Ignorance, the Monks were the 
only Perfons, who were capable of diftinguifh- 
ing chemfelves by fome Attainments in Science. 
They were the Defenders of Religion, and Lite- 
rature, and are almoft the only Canal through 
which the Traditions and Hiftory of our Anccf- 
tors have been tranfmitted to us. Clugni was, ac 
thac time, one of the moft famous Monafteries ; 
the Learning and SanAity of its Abbots, and the 
greac Perfons who had been educated by them, 
caufed this Abby to be refpedted by all the Chrt» 
ftian World, and fhe counted even Kings and 
Popes, among the Pupils (he had trained up. 
In a Word, the Leflbns (he imparted were of 
equal Ufe in the Government of a State, and 
the Vindication of Religion. Cafimir had re« 
ceived his Education in that Place, and it may 
be juftly faid, that he there acquired the Art of 
reigning as became a Chriftian Prince. His Gra- 
titude to his Mailers, and even the Intereft of his 
Kingdom, were his Inducements to found Mo- 
les of the fame Inditucion in Poland % and in 
tt> compleat this Defign, he difpatched fome 
T Repute, with rich Prcfents to the Abby 
_ to defire that fome of the Monks might 
Irftitio^^iMM/. The Abbot, accordingly, fenc 
pKfdh%r Mad Cafimir^ upon their Arrival, built the 
Abhf df ^miez, on the Vijlula near Cracow. 
^the firft Abbot, and he was afterwards 
I the Archiepifcopal Throne of the 
P^nd. 

ig^>n was thus receiving its Eda- 
^jfd, and whim this Kingdom eu- 
E 2 \o^t\ 
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joyed a profound Peace, Hungary^ divided by a 
civil War, relapfed almoft entirely into Paganifm, 
and its ancient Superftitions. Peter, the Son of 
William Duke of Burgundy, had afcended the 
Throne of Hungary, by the Aid of his Sifter Gijla, 
the Widow of King Stephen. But the Debauch^ 
eries of this Prince, and his Favourites, growing 
infupportable to the Hungarians^ they revolted, 
and Crowned Abba. 

\F^^* The Cruelty of this new Prince, made him as 
odious as Peter had rendred himfelf by his infa- 
mous Plcafures. Several of the Nobility, being 
in fear of their Lives, retired into Germany^ to their 
old King, who had found a Sanftuary in the Court 
of the Emperor Henry, and they follicited their 
depofcd Prince to make fome Efforts to rcafcend 
his Throne. Peter aflembled a Body of Troops ; 
the Emperor his Ally, likewife fupplied him 
with Forcts, and was even defirous or being the 
chitf in this Expedition. Abbavfas defeated and 
flain by his own Soldiers, the Kingdom, after his 
Death, fubmitted to the Authority of Peter, and 
he refumed the Crown in Royal Alba. 

»^4«' This Prince, however, did not wear it long ; for 
the People, either through an Inconftancy that 
was natural to them, or in confequence of a new 
Averfion to their Prince, confpircd againft him. 
Their Defigns were difcovered, and the King pu- 
niflied the three Leaders of the Rebels with Death, 
and caufcd the Eyes of the other Confpirators to 
be plucked out. This bloody ExecutioD exaf- 
^^crated the Nobility to a greater Degree, and they 
lecrctly offcrM the Crown to Andrew^ Bela and 
Leventa^ the Nephews of King Stephen^ who had 
retired into Polmd, and had proved very fervicc- 
llble to King Mtecjljos in the War of PmmeraniB. 
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Bela rcfufcd their Offers, but /^Wrrcc; and Leventa 
paffcd into Hungary^ where, at their Arrival, they 
revoked againft Peter^ who was taken Prifoner, 
and condemned to lofe his Eyes. His Officers 
were likewife maflfacred, three Bifhops, and feve- 
ral Priefts were cut in Pieces, and a ficrilegious 
Rage having fuddcnJy infcfted the whole Nation, 
the Altars were overturned, the Churches were 
pillaged, and all the Pagan Superftitions were 
rccftablifhed. 

Levenia^ who was the Author of this furprifing '049- 
Revolution, was indeFatigable to obliterate every 
Trace of the true Religion •, but this impious Prince 
did not live long enough to accomplifh his horrid 
Defigns 5 an immature Death delivered the Hun- 
garians from his Tyranny. Andrew his Brother 
cnjoy'd the regal Dignity without any Competitor, 
and when he faw hisAuthority fufficiently eftablifli- 
ed, he left nothing unattempted to recover his Sub- 
jefts to the true Faith, and their Apoftafy, be- 
ing only the Effedt of a Popular Emotion, was 
foon fucceeded by Repentance. They reflcfted 
with Deteftation on their former Fury; Paganifm 
was profcribed, and forgotten, with as much fa- 
cility as it was before eltablifhed. 

The Emperor Henry had undertaken to avenge 1050. 
the Death of King Peter his Ally, and he carryed J°^i'. 
the War into Hungary^ at two different times. The Empc- 
tho' with very little Succefs. The third Expe- S^^'ST"" 
dition was dill more unfortunate than the pre- Hungaty. 
ceeding \ the Hungarians^ who were in no Con- 
dition to encounter him in the Field, endeavour- 
ed to defeat him by Stratagem. They found 
Means to draw him into the Country, where they 
cut off all Provifionsand Forage from his Troops. 
Fftmioe was fucceeded by a Peftilence, and Dyf- 
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fentery, and the Emperor, after he had loft hia 
beft Soldiers^ was obliged to retreat to Germany : 
But, having entered Hungary the fourth time, with 
a more numerous Army, and his Lofies having 
inftruded him in the manner of profecuting a 
War in that Country, he filled it with Devaftati- 
OQS, and compelled King Andrew to fubmit to 
him, and fupplicate for Peace, 

sm^th. The People of Rome had yielded to the Em- 
•^ **<*«• perors the Right of creating their Popes ; and 
Henry III. in the Execution of that Convention, 
had given the Papacy to Bruno^ BiQiop of Toul ia 
Lorrain^ who aflumed the Name of Lio the 
Ninth. This Prelate uking a Journey to Rnu^ 
after his Nomination, in order to be Crowned, 
pafled by the Abby of Clugni^ where Hildebrand 
the Monk, who afterwards afcended St. Peter^s 
Chair, and became fo fiimous, under the Name of 
Gregory the Seventh, perfuaded him that his Elec- 
tion was not Canonical, and that the Emperors 
had no Right to create Popes. Bruno immedi- 
ately quitted the Enfigns of his Dignity, and en- 
tered Rome without the leaft Ceremony, and al- 
together like a private Pcrfon. The Clergy and 
People eleftcd him anew, and he was determined 
to owe his Elevation to their Suffrages alone. 

After the Death of Lto^ Benedia the Ninth 
had an Inclination to reenter Rcme^ from whence 
he had been fo frequently expelled : but the Ro^ 
Mirj oppofed him, and difpatched HiUehrnnd to 
the Emwror to requeft his Nomination of Gerard 
Biftiop of Etcbftat, to the Pontificate. Thb dcx- 

e^'"JS^?^^'^^^ ^^ Negotiation, and 

even exceeded bs Commiflion, in in advantage, 
ottsnianner. He caufed //^jtn^ the Fomlh 
liommat^^ che Succeffion>^e E^ 
»lui Father, and this Afiioo girc pIS^I 
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fion to fay, that the Emperor was fo far from ha- 
ving any Right to create Popes, char, on the 
Contrary, the Pope was privileged to create the 
Emperors. If proper Qbfcrvations had then been 
made, it would have been eafy to have difco- 
vcr^d thofe Sentiments which Hildebrcuid ren- 
der'd fo confpicuous in the Event, when he was 
invefted with fufficient Authority to enforce 
them. 

The Emperor Henr-^ III, died this Year, in the ,o?6. 
Month of OSobeu and his Son Henry IV, whoTheD«th 
was then Seven Years of Age, became his Suc-*^ ^*'* 
ceffor, under the Regency of the Emprefs AgJtes. 
The Death of H^«ry was followed by that ofCafimir 
K'xngof Polandy{MTn?Ltr\td the Pacific. This Prince 
had the Ability to enrich his Kingdom by a long 
Peace, and, by hisWifdom, he repaired theLoffcs 
which Religion, as well as the State, had fuftain- 
ed in the Courfe of the civil Wars. And tho* he 
may fccm to have prefer*d Repofe to the Tu- 
mult of War, he rigna,liz'd his Courage, never- 
thelefs, on feveral Occafions, and it may be faid, . 
that the Peace which he. was careful to cultivate, 
was rather the EflfeA of his political Prudence, 
than any Difinclination to War. (le died at the 
Age of Forty Four Years, and after he had 
reigned Eighteen. He was lamented by all his 
Subjedts, and Poland dill confiders him as one 
of its greateft Kings. He was buryed in the Ca- 
thedral Church of Pofnan^ by the Side of his Un- 
kle BoleJUus the Great. 

Some of tJi^Ugbility were for deferring the-Mr/^fH. 
i, but the Memory of his>^^**^^ 
'er with the Sollicitations. 
ther were fo prevailing*, 
determined to eleA hint 
rCrowned at Gnefm^ in tho . 
Prcfcncc 
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Prcfence of thofe Lords who bad afliftcd at the 
Funeral of the lace King. 

»«S9. The Tranquillity and Power of Poland ren- 
dered it the Retreat of all unfortunate Princes. 
Zajlaus Duke of Kiovia^ and cldeft Son of the 
famous Jarojlaus Duke of Ruffxa^ being appre- 
henfivc of the Fury of his Subjedls, who had re- 
volted from him, found an honourable Prote- 
ftion and Afylum in the Court of Bolejlaus^ to 
whom he was related. During his Abfence, his 
Brother Suantojlaus Duke of Czernibow^ defeated, 
with no more than 3000 Men, a great Army of 
Lithuanians^ who had already ravaged the Ruffian 
Territories ; he made their Duke a Prifoner, 
and diverted them of their Booty: Wencejlaus^ 
the youngeft Son of Jarojlaus^ and who had the 
Duchy of Smolenjko allotted to him, improved the 
Revolt of the Subjedls of Zajlaus to his own Ad- 
vantage; quitted the Prifon in which that Prince 
had confined him for the Space of a Year, and, 
by the Aid of the Rebels, made himfelf Matter 
of the Duchy of Kiovia. 

Bela^ diffatisfied with his Brother the King of 
Hungary^ retired, likewife, into Poland with his 
Wife and Children. This Prince had fome Rea- 
fon to hope, that, after the Death of Andrew 
his Brother, he fliould afcend the Throne of 
Hungary^ which he had entirely abdicated in his 
Favour, tho* he had juft Pretenfions to it, as 
Heir to K\n^ Stephen: But when Andrew beheld 
himfelf recognized in that Manner, he engaged 
the Lords to nominate his Son Solomon for his 
SucceiTor to that Kingdom. Bela^ having been 
fent for to be prefent at that Ceremonial, could 
not behold it without difcovering his Refent* 
ment and Pretenfions. He reprefcnted to the 
Nobles, who |Kere aflembled for the Coronation 
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o{ Solomon^ the Injuftice of his Brother; and he 
even reproached them, for preferring an Infant 
of Seven Years of Age before him. After an 
Aftion of fo cxtraordmary a Nature, he no lon- 
ger imagined himfelf fafe in the Dominions of his 
Brother, for which Reafon he immediately with- 
drew, and ufed all poflTible Expedition to fecure 
himfelf from the Vengeance of that Prince, by 
recurring to the Proteftion of Bolejlaus^ who af- 
terwards took up Arms in his Favour, defeated 
Andrew^ and caufed Bela to be crowned King of 
Hungar'j. 

After the Death of Spitigna^ Son of Bretejlaus 
Duke of Bohemia^ his Brother IVraiiJlaus^ who 
had retired into Hungary^ was recalled by the 
Nobility, who acknowledged him for their Duke. 
The Mortifications and Difficulties which this 
Prince had experienced in a long Exile, furnilh- 
cd him with Leflbns of Generofity and Humani- 
ty. He treated his Brothers Otho and Conrade 
like a real Father, and configned Moravia to 
them as their perpetual Property. Jaromir^ the 
youngeft of all the Brothers, and who had taken 
Sandtuary in a Cloifter from the Fury of the cruel 
Spitigna^ receiving Intelligence of his Death, 
quitted the Place of his Retreat, and refumcd 
the fecular Habit, tho' he had already made the 
ufual Vows. He came to his Brother IVratiJlaus^ 
who, inftead of approving his Conduft, exhorted 
him to return to a State which he could not quit 
without a Crime, and he prevailed upon him to 
receive a Deaconfhip, in Confequence of the 
Hopes he gave him of obtaining for him the 
Bilhoprick of Prague. This prudent Advice 
was, however, ineflfeftual, Jaromir foon relap- 
fed into his former Sentiments, and fome difcon- 
tented Lords^ who had join'd themfelves to him, 
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induced him to quit his Retreat a fecond Time; 
but as he was apprehenfive of the Difpleafure of 
his Brother fVratiJlaus^ he thought it moft advife- 
able to retire into Poland^ with a great Body of 
the Bohemian Nobility, who accompany^ him in 
his Flight. 

BolefUus yf2L% induced to receive him into his 
dooofuT Dominions, from political Confiderations. The 
Duke of Bohemia dreading the Confequences of 
his Brother's Efcape, and being irritated at the 
Reception he had obtained in the Pdijb Court, 
looked upon Bolejlaus as an Enemy, whofe De- 
figns it was incumbent on him to prevent. With 
this View, and without any previous Declaration 
of War, he marched through the Hercjnian Fo- 
reft, entered Poland^ and carried the Dcvaftations 
of Fire and Sword through all Silejia. Bolejlaus^ 
at the News of this Irruption, formed a flying 
Camp, and haften'd to extinguiih, with the Blood 
of his Enemies, the Fires they kindled on his Fron- 
tiers. The Bohemians were aknoft furprized by 
the Adivity of his Proceeding, and they had 
no Expedient, but aStratagem, to difengage them- 
felves from the Danger that threatned them \ for 
the Polijh Army, which was every Moment in- 
creaHng by a Jundtion of the Peafants, had be* 
fieged the Bohemians in a Wood, and were mak- 
ing Preparations to force them the next Day. 
IVratiJlaus^ in this Extremity, difpatched one of 
his Officers to propofe a Pacification, but he was 
fent back in a contemptuous Manner; Bolejlaus 
having refufed to hear the Propofals he was com- 
miffion'd to offer. tVratiJlaus employed all his 
Thoughts, to extricate himfelf from this unplea- 
fing Situation, by a Stratagem : He orderM large 
Fires to be kindled in his Camp, as if he conti- 
nued there with his whole Army, and while he 
i £ivottf ed with the Darknefs of the Night, he 

cauTed 
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caufed his Troops and Baggage to defile through 
narrow Ways that were not guarded; and he 
quitted the Wood with fo much Silence, that he 
had marched to a great Diftance, before the PoUs 
were fenfible of his Retreat. Bolejlaus purfued 
him in vain, and was obliged to limit his Revenge 
CO fome Reprifals in Moravia. 

The King made the neceflary Difpofitions for '•^^ 
a more compleat Execution of his Refentment; 
and marched into Bohemia^ the next Spring, with 
all the Forces of Poland \ but tVratiJlaus^ forefec- 
ing that it would be impollible for him to oppofe 
fo formidable a Power, had Recourfe to Negoti- 
ations, to avert the Storm that was ready to burft 
upon him. This Expedient was fuccefsful, and 
he obtained a Peace, tho* with fome Difficulty i 
and in order to render the Alliance between the 
two Nations more durable, and to diflipate the 
Sufpicions that might be created by Jaromir^s refi- 
ding in Poland^ the King gave his Sifter Swian* 
iocbna in Marriage to fVrattJlaus^ with a rich Por- 
tion : The Nuptials were celebrated at CracowmiYi 
a Magnificence worthy of the two Princes. 

The Pruffians^ who were Tributaries to Poland^ 
{hook off the Yoke, and had the Infolence to e- The oeibt 
red a Cattle on the Frontiers, from whence thcy^^* ^^'f^ 
made Inroads into the Country. Bolejlaus^ ineffe- ^' 
ftually befieged this Fortrefs, which accommoda* 
ted tbefe Robbers with a Retreat: Theadvanta- 
gious Situation of the Place, and the Courage 
exerted in its Defenfe, conftrained him to raife the 
Siege ; upon which the Barbarians, elated with 
their Succefs, extended their Cruelty and Incurli- 
ons to a greater Length. They enter'd Pom^- 
rania^ where they exafted Contributions from 
the Inhabitants, and conquered Part of that Pro- 
vince. Their Method of making War was, hj de- 

clming 
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dining an Engagement -, and whenever the Polijb 
Army appeared, they fhrunk into Woods that 
were inacceffiblci and when a Deficiency of Pro- 
vifions, or the Badnefs of the Seafon obliged 
them to retire, they renewed their Attacks, and 
always fignalized themfelves by fomc unmanly 
Barbarity. Bolejlaus^ thtfrefore, advanced towards 
them as fecretly as poffible, in order to furprize 
them, and he received Intelligence, that the E- 
nemies, who imagined him to be at a Diftance 
from them, were encamped on the Banks of 
the Offa. He paffed that River, without being 
difcovered and made a dreadful Slaughter; in 
Confequcnce of which thofe who furvived this 
bloody Defeat, were compelled to retreat into 
their own Country, and they then fubmitted to 
pay the cuftomary Tribute. 

K^ w^' . '^^^ Abfence of Bela had not diminiflied the 
WjJwm?*' Affeftion the Hungarians entertained for him. 
Some of the Nobility maintained a clofe Corref- 
pondence with that Prince, and had given him 
lecret Affurances, that they would declare in his 
Favour, if he would enter Hungar-j with a Body 
of Troops. Others came to join him in Poland^ 
and they reprcfented to him, that it was Time 
to finifli his Exile, and their own. That the 
People were dcfirous of his Return ; that the 
Nobles would have Recourfc to Arms, the Mo- 
ment he fhould appear, and that he was invited 
to the Throne by all the Suffrages of the Nation. 
Tho* the prefent Conjunftures did not feem fa- 
vourable to Belaj and as the Alliances, which M- 
drew had contracted with the Germans and Bohe- 
i»w«j, made him apprehenfive of the Conjundion 
of thofe two Nations, in order to fuccour their 
Ally 5 yet the SoUicitations of the difaffcdled 
Party, and the Difpofitions which he imagined 

the 
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Httnganam entertained, tnade him determine 
on War*, and when he had once formM ihar De- 
fign he puriucd the Execution of ic with iacrcdi- 
blc Ardour. His firft Care was to engage the 
Kxngof Poliiftd to bccon:)e a Party in ih:u War, 
BoirJlauSy who was pailionarely fond of Glory, and 
whofe InGlinations weie Jntircjy martia], was ca- 
fily prevaiPd upon to undertake ic, and the 
two Princes entcr'd Hungary with three Armies* 
Bela had formed a Body of Troops out of the 
ExHcs and Difaffefted, who, befides the Caufe of 
their Prince, had their own particular Quarrels to 
futtain. Bolejlam conduced a fecond Body, com- 
pofed of all the braved Troops in Poiandy and 
WJzeb^ry a Pohjh Lord, was at the Head of the 
third- Andrew was ftiU Maftcr of more nume- 
rous Troops, to oppofc them, and every Cir- 
cumftancc of which Bda had been apprchenfive, 
came to pafs. The Emperor Henry had affifted 
the King of Hungary with a confiderabic Army, 
commanded by Count JVHliam, He was I ike wife 
tided by the BohemianSy under the Conduft of 
C^m-adc [he Brother of their Duke, and Andrew 
himfcJf was at the Head of the Hungarians^ and 
all the Militia of his Kingdom ; But if this Prince 
hid more Soldiers, the Troops of his Enemies 
were better difcipHn'd, and their Courage was a 
Compenfation for their Deficiency in Numbers. 
Each Party therefore entertained Hopes of the 
\1flory, and were equally follicitous for an En- 
gagcmer)t; they foon confronted each other and 
brgao the Aftion with equal Ardor; the Ger^ 
mam and Bohemians performed Prodigies of Va* 
(our, 3uid render'd the Viftory uncertain for fomc 
Hours, but the Treafon of the Hungarians deter- 
mio'd ic in Favour of Beta: mofl ot the foreiga 
Troops were fluin, their Chiefs were made Pri* 
{bflcrs of War, Andrew himfelf was fcized in 
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his Flight, and his perfidious Subjedts treated him 
with \o much Indignity, that he died in a ft^ 
Days. 
ThiRwoit Beta \\7i^ fcarcc afcended the Throne of Hun- 
t^]^i^garyy before the Peafants revolted. Thefe People,^ 
gmy. ""who ftill retain their Ferocity, carried all things 
into Extrcams : their moft inconGderable Move- 
ments were fignaliz*d by fome Inftance of Cruel- 
ly, and every Part of their Conduft was atten- 
ded with Horror and Inhumanity: but it is like- 
wife ascertain, that if their impetuous Difpofitioil 
was increafcd, by their firft Succefs, they were 
afterwards intimidated by the lead Difadvantagr. 
The Payment of the Tythes, which the ficclefi- 
aflics might pofliblv have exacted with too much 
Rigour, gave Occanon to this InfurreAion. The 
Kebels alTembled themfelves together, and had 
Recourfe to Arms ; they eleded Chiefs, plun- 
dered the Churches, and maflacrcd all the Priefts 
who had the Misfortune to fall into their Hands. 
And when they had aflbciated themfelves by thefe 
Crimes^ they had the Infolence to prefenc them- 
felves before the King, and to demand, with 
Threats, the Suppreflion of the Tythes, and the 
Abolition of Chriftianity. Ail the Nobility and 
Ecclcfiaftics attended the King, in order to (hare 
the Danger- and they obtained firom the Rebels 
a Space of three Days, to anfwer their Demands. 
The King employed that Time in forming the 
proper Meafures to make them return to their 
l>uty« and to tame their Fury, and he was join*d 
by a Body of Troops who were capable of fup* 
preiliog this confufed Multitude. The Ringlead- 
ers of the Sedition were fcized, and put to Death» 
by fcvere Torments, in the Prefence of the Peo- 
ple; and their Punifhment infufed fuch a Terror 
mco the reft of the Mutineers, that they were 
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difperfed with as much Facility as they at firfl af- 
fembled together. 

When the Hungarian Expedition was over, 1067. 
Bolejlaus was induced, by the Solliciiations of^^ 
the Nobility, to efpoufe a Princefs of Rujfta na-S^j. 
fned Wifzejlava^ but this Marriage was efFefted, 
more by the political Ambition of the King, 
than any particular Inclination to the Lady. 
RuJJia had, in Fad, been conquered by his An- 
ceftor Bolejlaus the Great, and had not fhook ofF 
the Domination of Poland 'till the Reign of the 
weak Miecjlausj and in Confequence of the fa- 
vourable Conjunftures that were prcfcntcd to 
them by the civil Wars, which were kindled af- 
ter the Death of that Prince. Mar'j^ the Daugh- 
ter of Jarojlaus^ and Mother of Bolejlaus the Se- 
cond, had given him an inconteftable Right to 
Part of thofe Territories, and in order to corro- 
borate his Pretenfions, he efpoufed Wtjzejlava^ 
who had likewife fome Title to them hcrfelf. 
But the fecret and mod powerful Motive to this 
War, was the noble Jealoufy which Bolejlaus en- 
tertained of the Glory of his great Anceftor, and 
he was ambitions to obliterate his Memory by 
his own Conquefts, or» at leaft, to equal him ; 
and this Prince would have fucceeded in that 
Defign, if his Moderation had correfponded with 
his Courage. He wanted neither Troops, nor 
Money, nor Provifions, and he had the Dexte- 
rity to employ the Rujfians themfelvcs in the 
Conqueft of their Country, by engaging in the 
Defence ofZaJlaus Duke of Kiovia^ who had been 
chafed from bis Dominions by his own Subjeftsy 
and who greatly contributed to their Defeat. 
Wijfejlaus^ £>uke of Poloczky who had ufurped the 
Duchy of Kiavid^ had a numerous Army of Ruf- 
J^M^ and Wdmficsy to oppofe Bolejlaus \ he even 
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marched againR hiin co prevent his Entrance in- 
to his Dominions, and with an Intention to at- 
tack him •, but he was intimidated at the firfl: 
View of the PoUjh Troops*, he was alloniilied at 
the Multitude and Order of his Enemies, and he 
privately quitted his Camp, in order to retire to 
PoL'czk^ with a fmall Retinue. The fame Con- 
fternation feized the R.vJ}ians^ who, when they be- 
held thcmfclves deftitute of a Chief, quitted their 
Polls, and intirely difperfed rhemfelves. The 
Poles at firft fufpefted that this Appearance of 
Flight, concealed fome Ambufh, and, tho' the 
Enemies were no longer vifible, the King or- 
dered the fame Guard to be kept, as if they a- 
£lually confronted him, and would not permit 
any one Soldier to make Excurfions, in order to 
pillage. He advanced, by fmall Marches, to- 
ivards Kicvia^ with a Refolution to conquer it, 
eicher by gentle Methods or by Force of Arms ; 
when he received Intelligence that the Inhabitants 
of that City, finding themfelves abandoned by 
their Duke, had fent a Deputation to Suantc-flaus 
and F/jz€VtLi^ his Brothers, to implore their Af- 
fift^ce, and to acquaint them, that if they were 
not provided with Forces fufficient to repel the 
Poles^ they could liften to n »thing but the Lan- 
guage of their Dc^fpair, and that they would 
fooner choofe to fire their City, and retire into 
the Dominions of the Grecian Emperor, with 
their Wives and Children, than to become the 
Prey of their moft implacable Enemies. This 
Deputation was favourably received by the two 
Dukes, who anfwer'd the Envoys, that they 
would engage Znjldus to pardon them, if they 
would fubmit themfelves, and that if he rejeded 
their Mediation, they would march with all their 
Forces to relieve Kiovia. 

In 



In the mean 'i'ime, Sudulff^Mis aiul V/z{'jol(},^ 
fcnc to aflure Buleflaus and Zajhus^ of tlie Obedi- 
ence oi the KiO'Vians^ and to Ibllicit them not to 
treat that IVople as Rt-btrls, fince they repented 
or (heir Ilcvok. The King acquiefced with this 
Propoial, and immediately rufpended all Afts of 
Hoftility •, but in order to be certain that this 
Negotiation was condiidcd with Sincerity, and 
that the Submiffion of the Kiovians was real, he 
caufed Mir. (Jrus^ the Son of Z.//7t?//j, to advance 
wirh a fnvili Body of Polifh Troops, while he 
hinifelf foliowtd with the Remainder of the Ar- 
my. K;'Z-.a opened its Gates to the young 
Prince, and received him vvich all imaginable 
Marks of Submiffion. BoUJlaus and Zajlaus made 
ihcir Entnnce foon after the Prince, and the 
Capture of this great City was the more glorious, 
as the Terror created by their March, had .cau- 
fed the Gates to.be thiown open, without mak- 
ing it neccffary for them to flied the Biood of 
the Inhabitants. 

Zajlaus made himfelf Matter of Pcloczk with 
the fame Facility, The pufillanimous JViJfJlaus 
had retired into that City after he had abandoned 
Kiovin, Zr.Jlaus enterM it without the Lofs of 
one Man, and configned the Government of it ^ 

to his Son SacmtopeclL \ 

The PoIJb Troops were difpofed into Winter 
Quarters, in the Parts adjacent to Kiovia^ and 
Ziflaus picn ifuily fupplied them with Forage and 
aii ot4icr Provifjons neceffiiry for their Subfiftence. 
Bolejlaus took the Field again, as foon as the 
Seafon would permit him, and made his firft 
EBtons in the i^^rts that were contiguous to thq 
River Saff^ in black litiffia. Moft of the Cities^ 
fubmitred without the lead Refillance, and he 
made himfelf Matter of thofc which had the Pre- 
bimptioa to fuftain a Siege. Przem-^ ox Preinifiy 
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was, at that Time, the beft fortified and the 
richeft of all the Cities in thofe Territories. The 
Inhabitants of the adjacent Country retired to it 
in Crowds, in Hopes that its Ramparts would 
jFurnifli them with an Afylum, from the viftorious 
Army. The San^ or Sana whofe Source is at the 
foot of the Mountains of Krapack^ and whofe 
Waters are difcharged into the J^IJlula between 
fandomir^ and Zawicboft^ flowed into the Ditches 
pf that Place, and this River being then increafed 
by Winter Rains, rendered the City more diffi- 
cult of Accefs. , It was even impraifticable to 
form tlie Siege before the Waters were abated, 
Bolejlaus engaged in it with his ufual Ardour; 
^nd daily gainM Ground, in Confequence of 
which, the Inhabitants were obliged to (hut them- 
felves up within their Ramparts, They at laft 
had the Refolution to fally from the Place, but 
phe Attempt proved inefFeftuaJ. Amidft the Sur- 
prize created by that Adtion, they even penetra- 
ted into the Camp, but the Moment the King 
?ippear'd, they were ftruck with Confternation, 
and were repulfed with fo confiderable a Lofs, 
(hat, the braveft Defenders of the Place being 
cither (lain or taken Pri Toners, the reft of the 
Garrifon were no longer capable of oppofing 
(heir Enemies. The King, after this A£tioii, 
raufed a general AfTault to be made on three 
flifferent Quarters ; the fmall Number of Ruffians 
were incapable of fuftaiqing the Impetuofity of 
jhofe Attacks, and therefore retired into the 
(Citadel, rather with a View of obtaining an ad- 
y^ntageous Capitulation, than for any Defence of 
ffjC Place, fti?4 they acpordingly furrendred in a 

htf fiole^m thought it incumbent on him to dif- ' 
fmi^^ iif.J^t\^^^ the War, which he had commenced 
^Z**^^*^'^?^ fo fi^uch Succefs, ip order tp fjiccour hit 
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lcs, and his Generofiry inclined him to prctct 
XT Intcrcft to the Glory of acquiring Conquefts* 
'dy King of Htwgary, had been buried fomtf 
c before, under the Ruins of his Palace, and 
left Gcifa^ Uiadiflausy and Lamb^rt^ his SonSf 
is SacceiTors : But Solomon the Son of Aft drew f 
ag fupj^orted by [he Emperor^ entred Hinrga- 
after the Death of B^Ia^ and as the Hungarians 
naturally incondant, they were eafily induced 
acknowledge the ftrongeft Power, in Confe- 
encc of which they drove the Sons of Bdd 
m their Territories, BqIJI.ius quitted Premijly^ 
foon as he receiv'd this Intelligence, and ad- 
iced to the AfTiftance of the Princes, in Op- 
Gtjon to the Remonftrances of his Officers, 
o were difpleafed to leave fo amiable a Con- 
tft imperfeft. His Arrival in tire] y changed 
I'Afpcft of Affairs in Hungary^ and he wa% 
\*d by a great Body of the Nobility, who wertf 
irous of rcftoring their former Princes, ^^- 
^jf^ diftrufting the Fidelity of the People^ re- 
rd with the Remains of his foreign Troops ^ 
o the Fortrefs of Mufzur^ xvhich was rendred 
loft impregnable by its Situation and FortiH-* 
ion«. The preparatory Difpofuions that were 
rcJTary to be made, for fo difficult a Siege, 
Dcndcd, fgr a fliort Seafon, the Animofuy of 
■^o FanieSf and the Bifhops improved this 
M of Truce, by the Propofal of an Acrom- 
idatton. Their good Offices proved fuccefs- 
nd a Peace was concluded between the Hun* 
Princes; after which the indefatigable Bo* 
tnarched immediately to Rujjia^ where 
rcfcocc was rendcr'd nccclTary by new Con- 
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j^bfence, Zajlaus had embroiled ^^J*^rJ- 
^afffojl^m^ and fVfzcvQldy his Bro- ouiht^^^. 
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thers, who had chafed him a fecond Time from 
Kiovia. Boleflaus thought himfclf obliged, in 
Honour, to reeftablilh this Prince who was his 
ancient Friend ; for which Reafon, when he had 
taken proper Precautions for the Security of 
Premijlia^ the Fortifications of which he caufed 
to be repaired, he advanced farther into Ruffiay 
and, in order to conceal his March, took the 
Rout of Kiovia or Kiiw^ which he fcem*d de- 
termined to befiege ; but he fuddenly wheelM 
about into the Territories of fVlodimiroWj which 
now compofe the Palatinates of Lufac and Chelm. 
The Country is fertile, and nourifhes a large 
Quantity of Cattle. Bolejlaus ravaged all this 
Trad, and when he had tranfmitted the Spoils 
into Poland^ he form'd the Siege of IVolyn^ the 
chief Fortrcfs in that Country. The Place held 
out for the Space of Six Months, againft all the 
Efforts of the Polijb Army, and at laft fubm it- 
ted to the Promiifes of Boljlaus, rather than to 
the Force of his Arms. Gregory^ Prince of IVlo- 
dimirow and Chelm^ was altrmed at the taking 
of that ftrong Place, and, amidft his Apprehen- 
fions for his own Dominions, fubmitted to the 
Conqueror, and gave him Hoftages. 

1074. When this Expedition was compleatcd, Bolef- 
If'lrj^f^ laus marched againft A'/<?t;/^, the Capital of Rtiffia. 
wid. Wfzevold was then Mafter of that City, and when 
he received Intelligence of the Approach of the 
Polijh Army, this Prince, whofe Troops were aug-' 
mcnted by their Conjunftion with the Fugitives 
from fVoljn and the other conquered Countries, 
advanced to give Battle to his Enemies. He gal- 
lantly difputcd the Viftory, which coft the Poles 
almoft as much as if they had been defeated, fo 
that they were unable 10 attempt any other En- 
, ^ cerprize during the Remainder of that Campaign. 

Bolejlaus 
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BcleJIausr^iurntdto PcLi^d with immcnfe Spoils, 
and he dctermincii to make new Levic?, and be- 
gin the War afrrlh tiic fucceeding Spring. 

He accordingly opened the Camp;:ign with the 
Siege of Kiovia^ and the Df-fcndants were perpe- 
tually making vigorous S.iilics, tl.ar r.tfcn.bled 
compleat Battles ; for 3II the boldrltof the Rt^JJi- 
ans had thrown themfclvcs into the City» with a 
Refolmion either to dctVnd it, or perilh in the 
Attempt. But notwiihflanding ail their Refift- 
ancc, the Be liege rs continued their Approaches 
to the Place •, trcdlrd Machines, opcn'd a Breach, 
and made all the neceflary DiTpofitions lor a gene- 
ral Affault. But the King being informed by 
Defcrtcrs, that the Place began to be deflitute of 
Prorifions, and that the numerous Body of its 
Defenders, who were there fliut up, would foon 
confume the Remainder of the Corn, did not 
think it neceflfary to hazard the Lives of his 
Soldiers, in taking a City whofc Gates would be 
foon opened to him by Famine. His whole At- 
tention was therefore employed in blocking up 
the Avenues, and fecuring his Camp, that the 
Bcfiegcd might neither receive any Succours, not" 
be in a Condition to attempc a Sally. The Qiiar- 
ters poffeflcd by the Poii/A Army, formed a fe- 
cond Town, that was better fortified than the 
Place beHeged. The Guards were ported there 
with the utmoft Vigilance, and while fome par- 
ticular Parties made Excurfions into thi* Coun- 
try, in order to difcover and repel the Enemy, 
the King, who confined himfelfto his Camp, was 
attentive to its Security, and the Conduft of the 
Siege. Kiavia fuffer*d the laft Extremities, moft 
of the Commonality perifhed by Famine, which 
in a /hort Time fvvept off Rich and Poor without 
DiftiiKftion. The Bcfieged, being at laft reduced 
CO an inconfiderable Number, demanded a Ca- 
F 4 pitulation. 
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picuhtion, or, moFc properly, they furrendered the 
City at Difcretion, to the Conqaeror. The King 
aflPorded their Envoys a favourable Reception, and 
immediately figncd theCapitulation, withfuchCon- 
ditions as theycould never have prefumedco escped. 

^^:^' BqUJLmus marched into the City, at the Head of 
all his Troops, and made it his Glory to imitate 
the Entrance of his Anceftor BoUfloMs the Great, 
into that Place. The Capitulation was ftridly 
obferved, and the leaft Inftance of Plunder was 
feverely ounifhed. The City was recruited with 
Corn ana other Provifions, and the King reefta- 
bliihed ZjjJshs^ rather as a Govemour of a Palifi 
Province, than an independent Prince. 
B^Un 1- Kicvtj was, at that Time, the rooft roluptnous 
tli^ta C'^ *o *'• ^^^^ North ; the Gre^h^ whofe Rites in 
rkiuili«. Religion the Inhabitants hid embraced, had im- 
parted to them their Tafte for Debaucheries. 
The Eflfemiaacy of the conquered People corrupt- 
ed the P9^i:h Army, and wrefted from them all 
the Fruits of their Vidory. B§iejMs^ who had 
always been indcfatigible, temperate, and cafy of 
Acoets ttil then, abandoned hunMf toaU the Vi- 
ces, which arc the ufcal Concomiuiits of Prof- 
parity. Hu!r-in:ty, Gentlenefs of Difpofition, 
ar^d that Fon:!i>.t;r ol Mind^ which had bra- 
vrv! the Shod: of insunDcrable Dii^iefs, entire- 
ly d''4p;.\parrJ acnidit die Lurarr of Xi^cti. He 
azfcctrd aU rhe inrr^r^Qos State oJF Kii^s, and de- 
ge^^ated xro a Reiiih tar the raoft degrading 
i>eb'\'s:cHeT;c$. Aa ic^fcpportabie Plrtde, and a 
CcHci;^olu^.:urJr^ PjuSohs, fjcoeetled chu Mo- 
t!era:?oa atid W-tioi-n mhkh he hid bcCore dfeo- 
rered. H::$ Sciiser^ were fooci acAeosd with the 
f»e V^cc^and t^ Riches^ ccutwere die Frakof 
werecnV awSnaonewsilto their bat- 
•r tkbr PlriKx\ PdMH: iWfld; ikcftfare» 



.oft more than ever it had acquired by theConqueft 
of a Country that proved fo fatal to the Viftors. 

The Ruffian War had employed the Poles for 
the Space of almoft Seven Years, and this long 
Abfence filled their Country with fuch ftrange 
Diforders as will hardly be rendered credible, evea 
by the Authority of Hiftory it fclf. The Polijb 
Women were fo exafperated at the unjuft Prefe- 
rence their Hufbands gave the Kioviam over them» 
that they unanimoufly refolvcd on a memorable Re- 
venge, andrefigned themfelves, by themoftfingu- 
hr Confpiracy, to the Embraces of their Slaves. 
This Fury pafled from the Mothers to their Daugh- 
ters % the whole Sex were involved in a publick 
Proftitution, and covered their Fathers and Huf- 
bands, with the fame Degree of Shame. There was 
only one Lady on whom neither Abfence, nor the 
Infidelity of her Hufband, were capable of mak- 
ing any Impreffion; Hiftory has tranfmicted her 
Name to Pofterity ; Margaret the Wife of Count 
Nicholas of Zemhoczin was this faithful Wife, who 
had no Share in the common Difhonour. 

The Tydings of fo publick and unanimous a 
Revenge, foon reached Kiovia^ where it kindled 
Jealou^ in all its Rage. The Soldiers imputed 
their Difhonour to the King, the Camp was in 
Commotion, and all the Army proclaimed aloud, 
that Ruffia was fufBciently avenged ; and that the 
Poles had obtained no other Fruit from theirVido- 
ries, than the inglorious Opportunity of returning 
into their Country, with Ignominy painted om 
dieir Brows, and alfo with the Cuftom and Vices 
of the People they had vanquilhed. They like- 
wife added, that Bokjlaus defpifed them, and re- 
ferired his Aflfability for the Ruffians whom he had 
defeated, inftead of affording it to thofe brave 
Soldiers who had enabled him to conquer ; and 
dttche wa$ d^enerated, from a King of Poland^ 

tQ 
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to a Slave of Zajkius. Thcfc Expreflions faon 
accompliflied their Effcft -, the greatcft Part of 
the Army defertcd, and theP6/^j, preferring their 
ImpAcience for a fpecdy Vengeance, to the Duty 
they owed their King, left him alone in an Ene- 
mies Country. 

The Po/ijh Women had endeavoured to fecurc 
themfclves from the Rcfentment of their Huf- 
bands, by infpiring their defpicablc Lovers with 
Courage enough to take up Arms, in order to op- 
pofe the Conquerors of Ruffian and indeed the 
whole Country was confederated in one Revolt. 
The Slaves fiez'd the Places of greateft Strength, 
and fuftain'd a War and feveral Sieges from their 
Mailers. Defpair and the Apprehenfion of Pun- 
ifhment, actuated their Minds, in the Room of 
Valour, and they defended themfelves to the lad 
Kxtrcmity. They were fcconded by their Wives, 
with cq iil Ardour; feveral of thefe Women join'd 
themfelves to the Battalions of the Men , and 
lougSt for their Hulbands in the Confufion of the 
Skir«nilh ; they were animated with a Fury that 
has no Parall:'l,and they added Parricide to Adul- 
tery. One Father deftroyed his own Daughter, 
who was attempting to plunge a Dagger into his 
Bv>fom, and another lay bleeding with the Wounds 
he hul received from her who was indebted to 
him for her Life. Thofe who were weakeft, and 
K'all counigeous, were employed in aflifting the 
Wounded* and animating the Combatants, cither 
Jto re^^iir their ancient FortificatioSis, or to ercft 
«ew. It feem*d as if they had been to encounter 
llvir mort cruel Enemies, and the Poles found as 
lULKu UiiHcuIcy in defeating their own Wives, 
•* i ' experienced in conquering the Ruf- 

n»e» B^l<iil(£Ui arrived with the Re- 
m>{^ aod with a Rcfolution to 

challife, 
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cbaftife, with equal Severity, thofe criminal Wo- 
men, and their Hufbands, whofe JcaJoufy had 
fpiritcd them up to abandon his Dcfigns, in order " 
to gratify their Revenge. The Punifhmentwasin- 
fli(fted with too much Rigour, and became a Scene 
of Barbarity. Several ThoufandWomen, and their 
Children, were maffacred by the cxprcfs Com- 
mand of the King, and the Soldiers, who had 
quitted their Camp, were treated with the fame 
Inhumanity. Their Leaders were punifhed with 
Death, for a Crime which was render'd excufable 
by their Regard to their Honour. Several were 
thrown into difmal Dungeons, and the greateft 
Number were divefted of all their EtFeds, 

The Church was, at that Time, rent by the fatal ^ott- 
Quarrels that arofe between the Emperors and thc^chSch, 
the Popes. The former of thefe cl.um*d thepnthcSub- 
Prcrogative of creating the Sovereign Pontiffs, or i^ciurorcs. 
at leaft, of confirming their Eledion ; and the 
Popes were fo far from acknowledging this Right, 
that they pretended they had a Power to deprive 
the Emperors of the Difpofition of Benefices, in 
theTerritories that were fubjeft to their Authority. 
//<?«r^ IV. had already beendifguftedat thcEleftion 
ofy^/^xtf/f^^r the Second, at Kor/ify without his Con- 
tent; but tho* he had nominated the Bifhop of 
Parmaj who aflumed the Name of Honorius the 
Second, to the See of Rome^ the Elcftion of Al- 
exander, had been adjudged canonical, and he was 
accordingly acknowledged. This Pope, having 
afterwards enter*d into a League with the Saxons 
znd Bavarians^ had received an Accufation of 
Simony againft the Emperor, and cited him to 
appear at Rome. Hildebrand his Succeflbr, who 
was called Gregorj the Seventh, carried things in- 
to g.'-eater Ext reams, for he excommunicated and 
4epofed Henry. The Emperor was obliged, at 
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firft, to fubmity* but he foon placed hitAfdf in % 
Condirion to vindicate his Rights. The Bifliops 
of Lambardy fctiip Gilbert Archbifhop of Raven* 
na^ who took the Name of Clement III. againft 
Gregory .'The Emperor advanced into Italy with 
an Army, made himfelf Mafter of Romej enthroned 
his pretended Pope in the Chair of St. Peter^ and 
beficged Gregory with his Cardinals^ in Caftle Sit. 
AngeTo^ into which they had retired. Their Thun- 
ders were ail unavailing, and they would foon 
have fallen into the Hands of an incenfed Prince, 
if they had not implored the Afliftance of the 
fame Normans^ whom they had lately loaded with 
Anathemas. 

Robert Gut/card had fcnt his Brother Ro^r^ to 
conquer Sicily^ which was then held as a Fief of 
the Roman Sec. Roger^ when he had taken Mef- 
fma and Palermo^ made himfelf Mafter of the 
whole Ifland. Gregory VII. had excommunicated 
thefe Princes, as Ufurpers of the Patrimony of 
St. Peter \ but as he needed their Afliftance in his 
pre fen t Emergency, he was very liberal of his 
Benedidions to them, becaufe he now confider'd 
them as his Friends and Avengers. When the 
Excommunication was vacated, Guifcard advan- 
ced lojRome^'xxh his brave Normans^ obliged the 
Emperor to have Recourfe to Flight, and deli- 
vered the Pope, who retired to Salernum where he 
died. 
stanipus The Difientions in Poland^ between the Sove- 
c!!J°cL°^ reign and the Ecclefiaftic Powers, were equally im- 
miHacred pctuous. As BoUJlaus had abandoned himfelf to 
by ^•/r/Za^,. Cruelty and Injuftice, he overwhelmed his People 
with Taxes; plunged himfelf into all the Ex- 
cefs of the moft criminal Debaucheries, and pol- 
luted his Charadker with Tyranny and Sacrilege* 
Stanijlaus^ Bilhop of Cracow^ conceiving himfelf 
obliged, in Duty^ to reprove his Sovereign for the 

(hocking 
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Ihocking Courfe of his inordinate Conduft, inti- 
mated his firft Expoftulacions to him in private, 
but tone Effed; and when his publick Remon- 
ftrances were afterwards as unavailing as the for* 
iner, the undaunted Prelate had Recourfe to Ex- 
communication, as his laft Expedient. This he 
thundered forth in the Prefence of the King him- 
felf, and pronounced it before the People, in the 
Cathedral Church of Cracow, The King expref- 
fed his Refentment in the fevereft Menaces ; he 
folemnly vowed to revenge the Indignity he had 
fullained, and had certainly flain Stanijlaus upon 
the Spot, if he had not immediately withdrawn 
himfelf from his Rage. 

The pious Prelate concealed himfelf for the 
Space of a Year ; but when he was informed that 
Bcleflam perfevered in hb Debaucheries* and aiBft* 
edat Divine Service, in Contempt of the Excom* 
munication, he quitted his Retreat in the Fer* 
vours of his Zeal, he returned to his Church, 
and refufed Admittance to the Kins who was 
preparing to enter it. He reproached him with 
his Crimes, his Impenitency, and his Contempt 
for the Thunders or the Church, and he denoun« 
ced the Excommunication anew. The Prince was 
checkt by fome Remains of Reverence, for that 
facred Place 5 but he only fpared Stanijlaus^ till 
he could have the firft Opportunity of deftroying 
him, without incurring any Rifque. 

An Opportunity of this Nature was foon pre- 
fented to him. Stanijlaus had no Guards, but the 
Sandity of his Life, the Luftre of his Vertues, 
and the Veneration of the People, The King 
receiving Intelligence that he was celebrating 
Mafs in a fmall Oratory, into which he had re*- 
tired with a few Priefts, difpatched a Party of 
Soldiers thither, with orders to aflfaflinate him.. 
Tfep Majeftic Air of the Prelate fufpended the 

Vigour 
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Vigour of their Arms, or, if we may credit the 
PoLjh Hidorian, they were ftruck to the Earth, 
and rendered Mocionlefs by fome Celeftial Pow- 
er. Thrice did the King fend a Band of Mur- 
dcrers to this Place of Devotion, and they as 
often returned, without executing the Orders 
of that impious Prince. He loaded them with a 
thoufand Reproaches for their pufilanimous Hefi- 
tation, and then refolved to accomplifh his Bar- 
barity with his own Dagger, Stanijlaus was 
drag'd from the Altar; the King gave him the 
firft StaS ; and the Soldiers were fo hardened by 
his Example, that they immediately affaulted the 
Bifhop, and hewed him in Pieces; after which, 
they fcatter'd his mangled Limbs in different Pla- 
ces, to prevent the People from paying a Reve- 
rence to I hofe precious Remains. NotwithftanJing 
which, fome pious Pcrfons charged themfelves 
with the charitable Care of collefting them toge- 
ther, and they were privately depofitcd in a Tomb, 
which they prepared, for that Purpofe, under the 
Threlhold of the Door that open'd into the Ora- 
tory. 

This Crime was foon fucceeded by Vengeance; 
the Bifliops poured forth their Complaints to the 
Pope, and demanded a Punifhment fuicable to 
the Guilt of the Afraffin. The Thunder which 
was launched from Rome was terrible, and it even 
blafted the Throne of Poland. G^'cgory VII. who 
was then feated in St Peter's Chair, found fuffi- 
cient Matter for the Exercife of an implacable 
Zeal, which involved the Prince and People ia 
its bitter Effefts. Poland was charged with a 
general Interdift, which the Archbifhop of Gnefaa 
caufed to be obferved with the utmoft Stridnefs. 
It loft the Appellation of a Kingdom, BoleJ]au5^^% 
deprived of theTitle of King, and his Subjefts were 
abfolved i^m their C>ath of Allegiance, The 

Pope 
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Pope even prohibited the Metropolitan of Poland 
and his Suffragans, from crowning another King, 
without the Confentand Orders of the Roman See, 
The Nobility and Soldiers, who had affiftc d at the . 
Aflaffination of the pious Bifhop, were deprived of 
their Effeds ; and their Children were rendered 
incapable of poflefling any Ecclefiaftic or Secular 
Promotion, to the fourth Generation. Thus did 
this Pope think himfcif authorized, by the Crimes 
of Princes, to commit thofe that were more en- 
ormous, by inciting Subje&s to rebel againft their 
Sovereigns, and by difconcerting the Govern- 
ment of States. 

In vain did Bolejlaus oppofe his Authority a- loSo, 
giinft the Execution of the Pope's Decree, l\i^ b^ujUu] ]» 
Underfl-andings of People were clouded by an^wigj^to 
empty Shadow of Religion, which caufed them to^ddjc/mi- 
think it criminal toobry their lawful Prince. An^«"Wy. 
excommunicated Kmg became a Monfterandan 
Objcd of Execration to their View. Divifions 
were created by the Ceflation of Divine Service ; 
Cabals were formed by the Nobility ; liujfia 
Ihook off her Yoke ; and every one either aban- 
doned BoLeJlauSy or formed a Confpiracy againft 
him. 

This unfortunate Prince no longer thought 
himfelf fafe in his own Dominions ; and he was 
obliged, for the Prefervation of his Life, to retire 
into i^'uugary^ with his only Son, Mtecjlaus. Wra- 
t'tfiam^ the Spn of Bela^ entertained him in his Court, 
wich all imaginable Marks of Honour : but the 
Pope ftill purfued him to that Retreat, and fpirit- 
ed all the Ecclefiaftics and People againft him ; 
infomuch that he was compelled to quit Hungary y 
and conceal himfelf, in order to be fecured from 
their Fury. Some Hiftorians affure us, that he 
died in a Monaftcry ia Carintbia^ where, accord- 

ing 
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ing to them, he exercifed the cnetn Employment 
of a Cook. Others relate that he was killed, as 
he was hunting in the Forefts of Hungary. 
TheCh*. This Prince was valiant, and, in this Quality, 
he perhaps furpaffed all his Predeceflbrs. As he 

Sropofed his Anceftor Bolejlaus the Great, for his 
f odel, he began with re- conquering all the Ter- 
ritories Poland had loft, fince the Death of that 
Monarch, and his next Intention was to fubdue 
all the North. He wanted neither Courage, nor 
Prudence, to accomplilh that sreat Plan, and he 
would certainly have fucceeded, if he had not 
bee n dazzled with the Luftre of his own Glory. He 
was naturally vertuous, temperate, and affable ; 
he a while was the Father of his People, and dif- 
fufed Liberality and Magnificence as far as they 
were capable of being extended. With how 
much generofity did he receive fcveral Princes, 
who had been expelled from their own Domini- 
ons, and who implored his Proteftion ? With 
how much Ardour did he fupport their Intercft, 
when he undertook their Defence ? He march- 
ed into Hungar'j^ with no other View than to rc- 
ftore the Sovereign to his People, and he was 
more defirous to fee a Crown on the Head of his 
Friend, than on his own. His Clemency to the 
ConquerM was extraordinary. The Kiovians eafi- 
ly excited his Compaflion,and he confider'd them 
rather as his natural Subjects, than as vanquiflied 
Enemies, the Moment he became Matter of their 
City. If we therefore confider the Conduft of 
Bolejlaus in an impartial Light, we may affirm, 
that Nature had furnilhed him with all the Vcr- 
tues of a Hero, and that the Heart of this Prince 
was corrupted by an Excefs of Profperity, which 
tainted him with the Vices of a Tyrant. Pride 
and Effeminacy ftole upon him after a Series of 
Viftorres, Hjs Liberality degenerated into Lux^ 

ury 
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nry and profufion, and he overwhelmed his Ped* 

glc with a We%ht of Taxes, in order to fuppljr 
IS ufelefs and immoderate Expences. The Guft 
he had conceived for the mou extravagant De* 
baucheries, and for fuch Fleafures as were con* 
trary to Nature , rendered him impious in the 
Event. He was unable to bear the Remonftran* 
ces and falatary Expoftulations of a Prelate, 
venerable for the Sanftity of his Manners , and 
whofe Zeal obliged him to oppofe himfelf againfl: 
the degrading Vices of his Sovereign. In a 
Word, the Height of Impiety, in Conjundion 
with abfolute Power, rendered Bokjlaus unjuft 
and inhuman, and caufed him to perpetrate an 
enormous Crime» which coft him his Crown and 
Life^ 
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HE Aflaflination of the Biftiop of 
Cracow caufed a total change in the 
P'olijh Government. Gregory VII. de- 
pofed Bolefiausj as we have already ob- 
fcrved, and this Pont if, who delighted in tramp- 
ling on Crowns, and fevering the facred Ties, 
thac ought to unite Princes and their Subjefts, 
had, by the fame Brief, prohibited the Archbi- 
Ihop of Gnefnay the Metropolitan of all Poland^ 
from Crowning another Kings and it may be 
faid, to the Misfortune of this Nation, that he 
was obeyed too well. The Poles were ftill fo 
inexpcrient as to regard the Meafures taken by 
the Court of Romcj as fo many inconteftibic 

Prero- 
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Prerogatives , which could not be invaded with- 
out a Crime. They had already rendered an 
implicit Submiffion to the Tax called St. Pe^ 
ter's Pence, and as they thus bowed their Necks 
under the Yoke of a formidable Pope, they re- 
ceived, without a Murmur, the Bull which over- 
turned a Throne that depended on God alone. 
The Republic of Poland fuftained an irreparable 
Prejudice, and the People were plunged into the 
utmoft Calamities. The Sovereignty was trans- 
ferred to Dukes, whofe Children afterwards di- 
vided the Provinces among them, by Right of 
Succeffion. Each City had a Matter, or rather a 
Tyrant. The State loft the Force of an united 
Body, governed by one Head, and the Provin- 
ces, being detached from the Kingdom, and ren- 
dered independent of each other, as they were 
formed out of the Ruins of the Monarchy, were 
no more than the Shaddow of the ancient King- 
dom of Poland. 

UladiJlauSj Brother of Bolejlaus^ was his Succef- losr, 
for, under the Title of Duke, and without dar- »o^2. 
ing to aflume that of King, for fear of incenfingpuke of' 
the Pope. This Prince was devoted to Religi-^*^"^- 
on, and his firft Care, after his Eledion, was to 
fend a meoiorable Embafly to Rome^ to demand 
the Abolition of the Interdid, with the Rigour 
erf" which all Poland was oppreft. The Pope fuf- 
fer'd himfelf to be prevailed upon by the Submif- 
fioa of the Poles^ and was inclinable to grant the 
" cqueft^ and he was like wife induced, by theSoHi- 
ctunonsof the new Duke, to confirm the Eleftion 
of hsv^rrt^ who was chofen by the Chapter of Cr<3- 
4cw^to fucc eed St. Stanijlaus Bohemia had acquir- 
Tl wion oiviYi\Q\\Poland was diverted, and 
aeDuke of that Country, having taken 
G 2 a Journey 
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a Journey tofalute the Emepror Henry IV. at the 
Diet of MentZy obtainM the Regalia from him, bjr 
vcrtue of Prefcnts, and the Archbifhop of Treves 
Crowned him at Prague^ by the Emperor's Orden 

K9I Ryjfia had already fliaken off the Yoke, and 
the Poles were entirely chafed from thofe Territo- 
ries. This Revolt drew after it that of Pruffia 
and Pomerania. Uladijlaus Duke of Poland fooa 
compelled thefc Provinces to return to their Duty : 
A fatal Defeat had obliged them to acknowledge 
the Conqueror, and they feem*d to teftify an Air 
of Submiflion ; but as foon as the Duke bad with- 
drawn his Troops, thefe fierce People took up 
Arms anew, with more Fury than before. They 
always declined a Battle, and found a fafe Afylum, 
for themfelves, their Wives and Children, m the 
thick Receffes of their Forefts. They interefted 
thcmfelves but little in the Defence of their Coun- 
try, and they eafily tranfported their Effefts with 
them, leaving nothing for a Prey to their Enemy. 
Uladijlaus^ being uncertain where he ought to fix 
the Seat of War, received Intelligence, that they 
had aflembled in the City of Nakiel^ which they 
had chofen for their fecret Rendezvous, in order 
to make a fudden Irruption into Poland j vihtn 
its Attention fliould be engaged elfewhere. The 
Duke, hereupon, advanced with the utmoft Ex- 
pedition to that Place, but Fortune was-unfavou- 
rable to his Defigns, and a fatal Miftake bccafi- 
oned his Defeat. The Camp was furrounded 
with thick Bufhes, which, by the Light of the 
Moon, prefented the Poles with the Appearance 
of a numerous Army, brandifliing a Foreft of 
Pikes; they likewife miftook the violent Agita- 
tion of the Branches by the Wind, for the clat- 
tering of Arms, and the Noifc occafion*d by the 

rolling 
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rolVing of Charriots. They armed thcmfelvcs, 
therefore, with the utmoft Precipitation, in order, 
to confront thcfc pretended Foes. The Night, 
in Conjundion with this Surprife, caufed a great 
Diforder among them ; ail the Troops quitted 
the Camp, with more Courage than Prudence, 
and whilft they were advancing to engage an im- 
aginary Foe, the Befie ged made a vigrous Sally, 
deftroyed the Trenches, overthrew the Palifades 
of the Camp, fet Fire to the Tents and military 
Machines, and killed a ^reat Number of Poles^ 
who in vain haftcn*d to^extinguifh the Flames, and 
£ive their Baggage. This Action obliged Ula- 
dijlaus to raife the Siege in a di(honourable Man- 
ner, but he eflfcdlually avenged himfclf the enfu* 
ing Year ; the Rebels fubmitted to his Authority, 
and gave him Hoftages. 

This Prince had two Sons ; Bokjlaus whofe Troubics«- 
Binh was legitimate, and Sbigna^ a natural Son. atcdby5%- 
Greac Hopes were conceived of the firft ; z,nAVz\l>nlT 
he had already fignalizcd himfelf by feveral gal- ^^^^h'*^* 
lane Adions, at an Age hardly fufficient for fuf* 
tuning the Weight of Arms. The Favour of the 
People, and the Right he derived from his Birth, 
caiuied him to be confidered as his Father's fole 
Heir. UUdiflaus intended Sbigna for an ecclefi* 
Station , and, in order to difpofe of him a- 
Tl^ffi^that Intention, he had fent him into 
^, where the young Prince was Ihut up in a 
iftery. The Polijh Exiles, together with 
jme of the Nobility, whofe hatred to the Pa- 
inncof Cracow^ the Duke's Favourite, had cauf- 
them lo retire from Poland^ endeavoured to 
lencal to their Return into 
y to avenge them for the 
d been otTered them, by 
The young Prince, hav- 

3 ^"i 
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ing, therefore, been taken from the Monaftery, 
notwithftanding all the Oppofition of the Monks, 
the Exiles placed him at their Head, with an In- 
tention to make themfelves Matters of fVratiJlaw. 
The Conjunftures were then favourable to their 
Defign, for this City is feated on the Frontiers of 
Bohemia^ from whence they could be fupplied 
with all Manner of Succours, They were like- 
wife fenfible, that the Governour of that Place 
had lately received fomc ill Treatment from the 
Palatine of Cracow^ and they were in Hopes of 
gaining him over to their Party without any Dif- 
ficulty. With this Perfuafion they advanced to- 
wards fTrati/laWy without committing any Ad of 
Hoftility, and when they had made a near Ap- 
proach to the City, they difpatched fpme of their 
Body to the Governour, in order to obtain a Con- 
ference with him, and which he confented to 
grant. The Confederates made a lively Repre- 
I'entation of the Calamities that were occafioned 
by the tyrannical Conduft of the Tyrant. They 
likewife reprefented to him, that they were all 
Poles by Birth, and alfo his Friends, or Relations ; 
that they had not approached the City with an 
hoftile Intention, but rather as Supplicants for 
an Afylum there; and that it was incumbent on 
him, before his Refufal of that Favour, to take 
Notice that they were headed by a Prince who 
would one Day be his Sovereign-, and laftly, that 
he ought to be apprehenfive of his own Danger, 
and it was their mutual Intereft to fecure them- 
felves from the Vengeance of the Palatine, by 
whom they were all equally perfecuted. 

The Governor began lo hefitate in his Fideli- 
ty, but was not immediate 1/ brought over to their 
Sentiments. He was dubious of the Conduft he 
pught topurfue, and was lometimes influenced by 

the 
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the Oath he had taken to his Prince, and fome- 
times by his Antipathy to the Minifter: he there- 
fore addrelTed himfelf to the Inhabitants, and de- 
fired their Advice in this Conjundlure. The ap- 
prehenfions they entertained of a Siege, and their 
Inclination to Novelty, created in them thofe Sen- 
timents that were moft agreeable to the Cover* 
nor's Difpofition, and they eafily prevailed upon 
him to open the Gates to Sbigna. He accord- 
ingly complied with their Propofal, in Confe- 
quence of which, he gave that Prince Pofleffion 
of the Citadel, and fupplied his Troops with Pro- 
viGons, with this Provifo, that he would agree to 
retire, if Uladijlaus fliould iffue any Order to that 
Effedt, and that nothing (hould be attempted, in- 
jurious to the Authority of the Sovereign, or in* 
confident with the Refpeft they owed him. 

Uladijlaus was afhamed at what had been tranf- 
a6ted at Wratijlaw^ and he immediately took the 
Field ; but Sbigna and his Exiles made their Re- 
treat, before his Arrival, with a View, rather to 
withdraw themfelves from the Fury of the Pala- 
tine, than to fly from the Prefence of iheir Prince, 
with wbofe Clemency and Vertue they were well 
acquainted. Uladijlaus met with no Oppofition, 
and the Governor of fFratiJlaw^ who had received 
the Exiles not with any Difpofition to a Revolt, 
made no Preparation for his Defence, tho* he 
was Mafter of fufficient Forces for fuftaining a 
Siege, and had all the Garrifon at his Devotion, 
He caufed the Duke to be aflured of his Fidelity, 
ind delivered up the Place to him, without the 
lead Hefitation. Sbigna found a Sanftuary in CruJ- 
viciaj where he received Succours from the Po- 
nerantans and Prujfians \ and he then had the Pre- 
umption to attack his Father. Fortune, how* 
tvcr, was unfavourable to his Enfi^ns-, Sbigna 
G 4 wai 
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was defeated, and his Party difperfed. Crufvicia 
fuftainM a fatal Siege in his Favour, and this great 
City was fo entirely laid in Ruins, as to b,e only 
known at prefcnt, by the Remembrance of its 
ancient Condition. Sbigna fell into the Hands of 
his Father, who immediately imprifoned him, 
but was afterwards prevailed upon, by the Sol- 
licitations of fome of the Nobility, to pardon 
his Rebellion i and in order to prevent any Dif- 
agreement between his Sons after his Death, he 
divided his Dominions between tbem. 

BMlLuiii "^^^ Authority of the Palatine of Cracow j be- 
skigmati^ixt came infupportablc to the two young Princes ; the 
iwfne^ ftfo^g^ft Places in the Kingdom were all at his 
CrJ^. Difpofal ; he had ereded a Fortrefs at his own 
Expence, and fupplied it with all Neceflaries for 
fuftaining a Siege. All Employments in the 
State, were engrofled by his Relations and 
Friends; his Treafures were immenfe, and his 
Pride was as immoderate as his Riches. The 
Condudof this Favourite, created feveral Sufpi- 
cions in the Minds of Bolejlaus and Sbiffia^ either 
becaufc an Exorbitancy of Power is criminal in a 
Subjcdl, or becaufe he abufed the Afcendancy he 
had acquired over the old Duke. The two Bro- 
thers combined together, to drive him from Po- 
land^ andaflfembled a great Army, with that Inten- 
tion. Their Father advanced againft them, but the 
Bifliops and the Nobility became fuccefsful Me- 
diators for a Peace. The Palatine was facrific'd 
to the Tranquillity of Poland^ and had Orders to 
retire ; upon which, he immediately Ihut him- 
fcif up in nis Fortrefs. The two Princes prepa- 
red to befiege him with all their Forces, and 
they intended to treat him as a Rebel, when 
the Danger with which this Favourite wfts mena- 
ced, 
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ed, rekindled the Friendfliip of the old Duke, 
who privately quitted his Palace, and wenc to 
le Palatine. 

Things now fecmM to have a Tendency to 
War : Uladiflaus had engaged himfelf more 
intimately than ever with his Favourite, and (hew'd 
a Difpofition to expofe himfelf to the laft Extre- 
mity for bis Support. His Sons, on the contrary, 
were more irritated at this Reunion than they 
were before: They had already made themfelvei 
Mafters of Cracow^ and Sandomir^ together with 
feveral other Places, and were advancing in or- 
der to befiege their Father in Ploczko^ when 
the ArchbiQiop of Gnefna^ who was honoured by 
both Parties, as well for his Age as his Prudence^ 
mediated an Accommodation between them. 
The old Duke took a new Oath to execute the 
former Treaty ; the Sons, on their Part, obliged 
themfelves to furrendcr to him theTowns they had 
liezed -, and the Palatine was baniflied into Rujfia. 

Rome had armed the Son againft the Father, yoTo. 
in Germany^ and in every Place had fct up a^^^- 
Standard of Rebellion againft the lawful Monarch. Anns?- 
The Differences orcrAoncd by the Inveftiturcs,^****^^^ 
cootinoally fublifted between the Emperors andFrSZT 
the Popes, and at laft, coft the unfortunate Hen^ 
rs IV. his Crown and Life. Pope Urban 11. had 
depofed this Prince, and eleded Henry V. to fuc- 
ceed him. The Son dethroned his Father, who 
died the following Year in the City of Liege. 
Henry V, teftified but little Gratitude to the Ro^ 
man See, in the Event, and he made it evident, 
that his Rebellion againft his Father proceeded, 
rather from his Ambition to reign, than from 
any real Concern for the IntfrcIU of Religion, 
and the Pope. 

He 
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He marched into Italy with an Army of 30000 
Men, under a Pretext of going to Rome to re- 
ceive the imperial Crown. Pafcbal II. rendered 
him all poffibte Honours ; but as he infifted up- 
on this Emperor's Renunciation of all Pretences 
to Inveftitures, Henry ^ whofe Troops were then 
in Rome^ feized the Perfon of the Pope, and 
Ihut him up in a Fortrefs on Mount SoraSte^ un- 
der the Guard of Ulric Patriarch of Aq^uileia^ 'till 
he had gratified him with Relation to the Inve- 
ftitures. The Renunciation was made in Form, 
the Pope was reftored to his Liberty, and he 
then prefented the imperial Crown to Henry. 
But this Prince was no fooner on his Return to 
Germany^ than all the Bifhops of Italy, declared 
againft a Treaty extorted by Violence and Fear. 
The Emperor was excommunicated and the Cef- 
fion of the Inveftitures was difannulled in a Coun- 
cil held at Rome. 

Tie«; ULidifljus Duke of Poland died at the Age of 

If'u^^!^ Fifty Nine Years, and his two Sons took PofTef- 
^mu fion of the Territories which had been afligned 
to chem, by the Partition, |:)cfore their Father's 
Death. Sbigna was fo impudent, as to feek fome 
Pretext for quarrelling with his Brother, before 
the Ceremonials of his Father's Obfequies were 
performed. He pretended that he was entitled 
to all the Treafure of the old Duke, becaufe it 
was depofitcd ?x the City of Plocxko which was 
comprized within his Share of the Partition. The 
Aichbiihop of GnefKa appeafed, for once, this im- 
petuous Spirit, and it was agreed that the Trea- 
Jure mould be equally divided between the two 
innccs. IJus Accommodation, however, was 
XinJ'.L!?/ long Continuance; Sbigna left no- 
thinjj unattcmpted to create Enemief to his Bro- 
ther ; 
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ther : He form'd Cabals in Bohemia^ and his Pre- 
Tents prevailed upon the Duke to aflift him with 
an Array. His Applications were then addrefled 
to Pometania and Pruffia^ and he incited thofe 
fierce People to a Revolt. The Saxons likewife 
and the Moravians took up Arms at his Inftiga* 
don, fo that Bolejlaus feem'd in Danger of being 
overwhelmed by the Number of Enemies that 
rofe againft him from all Quarters. 

The young Prince, who wanted Forces rather 
than Courage, had Recourfe, in this Extremity, 
to the Ruffians and Hungarians \ and obcain'd fuch 
Succours as ftrengthen'd him, fo effedtually that 
he foon became the Aggreflbr. His Prefcnce 
alone difperfed the Pomeranians aiid Pruffiansi 
he facked Moravia^ and difunited the League 
that was form'd againft him. After which he 
fell upon Sbigna by Surprife, and made himfelf 
Mafter of all his Places 5 but as the generous Bo- 
kjlaus had not conceived any Averfion againft his 
Brother, who had attempted his Deftrudion, he 
was only follicitous to render him incapable of 
injuring him for the future, and left him the 
Duchy of Mazovia to fupport him agreeably to 
his Rank. 

This generous Proceeding made no Imprefli- 
on on the Heart of Sbigna^ who feeing himfelf 
unable to prejudice his Brother in an open Man- 
ner, form'd a Party as fecrctly as poflible, with 
a View to re-enter his own Dominions, and in- 
vade thofe of his Brother. His private Intrigues 
were however difcover'd, in Confequence of 
which, he was declared a Traitor, he was like- 
wife bani(hed by the Advice of the Nobility, and 
was conftrain'd to retire into Pomerania. This 
Province took up Arms once more in his Favour, 
but without any Effeft. Sbigna was at laft taken 

Prifoner : 
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Frifoner, whilft he was ia Arms againft his Prince 
and Country ; but tho* he juftly merited Death, 
and the Nobility were unanimous for his being 
punifhed with the utmoft Severity^ yeC BoUJlaus 
paid a reflpeftful Regard to the Blood of their 
common Father, which flowed in the Veins of 
his Brother, as criminal as he had proved, and 
was fatisfied with en)oining him not to enter Po- 
land. Sbigna wander'd a long Time from Pro- 
▼ince to Province, and vainly endeavoured to in* 
tcreft the neighbouring Powers in his Favour, 
•till he at laft became comtemptible to every Peo- 
ple. He was reduced to a very defticute Con- 
dition, and Neceffity at length conftrain'd him 
to have Recourfe to the Clemency of the Prince 
he had fo frequently offended. Bolejlaus was 
touched with the Tears of his Brother, and the 
Afluranccs he gave him of a perpetual Fidelity : 
But the Faith of an Impoftor fubfifts no longer 
than he finds it advantageous to retain it. Sbigna 
cxpefted to be one Day re-inftated in his for- 
mer Condition, and he formed a Confpiracy to 
cfFeft that Event : But his Praftices were all de- 
tefted, and he at laft fufferM the ufual Fate of 
Traitors. Some Hiftorians relate, that he was 
flain by the Nobility, who were apprehenfive 
that this turbulent Spirit would one Day be fatal 
to the State. Others affirm , that he was only 
condemned to lofe his Eyes, and that he lived a 
confiderable Time after the Infliftion of that Pu- 
nifliment, amidft the Contempt and Oblivion of 
all Poland. 

^^TTop. ColomanKing of Hungary had drawn upon him- 

«itf«X, fc'f the Refcntment of the Emperor Henry V. 

^''wuhan who was determined to dethrone him; and as he 

'"^' was apprehenfive of being cruflied b7 the Forces 

of 
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>ffo formidable an Enemy, he had Rccourfc to 
iolfflaus who form'd a powerful Diverfion in Ba- 
iemia^ in hk Favour, and fcnt him a Body of 
Troops ihat defeated all the Efforts of the Em* 
jcror. Henry refolved to avenge himfelf on Po* 
(VtJy for theUnfuccefsfulnefs of his Expedition a- 
jainft Hungary, He, at firfl, ravaged all Sitejia^ 
ind afterwards hid Siege to Luhufr^ which was 
'cnder*d very ftrong by its Situation, and where 
ic cnec with fo vigorous a Refiftance^ that he 
ffas obliged to raife the Siege. This Difappoinc* 
[nenc did not prevent him from penetrating far- 
ther into the Country, but, Bolejlam compelled 
him to march back again ; and without hazfirding 
1 general Engagement he alnioft entirely defeat- 
ed the imperial Army, by Ambufcides, and At* 
tacks in the Night, wlicn the Situation of the 
Country, and the Confternation which generally 
attends Surprizals of that Nature, fecured him 
the Advantage over his Enemy, The Emperor 
beiog at laft within View of a City called Glogo^^ 
on the Odcr^ determined to befi^gc it, in Hopes 
either of giving Battle to Baiejlaus^ if he fliould 
advance to relieve the Place ; or, at lead, of 
gainings by taking that City, fome Compcnfation 
for the LoITes he had fuftain*d. Glogotv was al- 
moft deftitute of Fortifications, but the Courage 
of the Inhabitants furnifhed ic with a Rampart 
that v.-as impenetrable to all the Efforts ot the 
Imperialifts- 'Till at Uft the Engines of War ha- 
ving demoliflied Part of the City Walls, the Be- 
fieged^ who were apprchenfivc of being taken 
by Storm, began to capitulate^ and promifcd to 
furrcndcr, if their Prince did not come to their 
AHiflance, in the Space of Six Days, with an 
Army powerful enough to keep the Field, and 
give Battle to that of the Empergr ; and the In- 

habiunu 
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the Confideracion of cheii; Duty rendered them 
infenfible of the ObjeAs that were deartft to 
them. They pierced the Breads of their own 
SonSf in order to plunge their Daggers in the 
Bofom of their Foes. Never was any Attack 
better fuftain'd; even the Women fhared t^e 
Glory of that A6bion. They animated their HuT- 
bands, and for Want of better Arms, hurled a 
Shower of Stones, and a Torrent of flaming 
Pitch on the Enemies. The Imperialifts were re- 
pulfed from every Quarter, and their Aflaults, 
. thcf often renew'd, were always ineflSrftual. The 
Inhabitants therefore of GlogSw defended them* 
felves with fo much Bravery, that they did not 
even need the Afliftance of Boleflaus i and the 
Empeior was at laft compelled to quit the Siege 
of a PlacC) which he had looked upon as a cer- 
tain Conqueft. 
TheEmpe* Bokjlaus purfucd him in his Retreat, and came 
for de^tfd. up with him, at a little Diftance from fV^arfaw^ 
\j of Pme obliging him, at the fame Time» to have Recourfe 
i>etweenthe (q an ignominious Flight, and to quit the En- 
two "■"••Ugjjg of his Dignity, for Fear of falling into the 
Hands of the Poles. A Peace was concluded 
the enfuing Year, and the two Princes confirmed 
it by a double Alliance. BoleJUus efboufed Bam* 
ber^ the Emperor's Sifter, and that Monarch like- 
wile prefented him with his Daughter, in order to 
celebrate her Nuptials with the Prince of Poland^ 
when fhe fliould attain the proper Age for that 
State. 

ThVc'* All Europe was,, at that Time, in Motion, in 

u^ "' Confequence of the Crufades, and thofe devouc 

Enterprifes were then confider'd as the moft ef- 

feftual Means for obtaining a Remiffion of Sins. 

Thofe who engaged in them were loaded with 

Indul- 
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Indulgences and Pardons, and Men, Women, 
and Children, were prompted by an indifcreec 
Zeal CO engage, with a Kind of Emulation, in 
thofe foreiftp Expeditions. Pope Urban II. be- 
ing touched, in the Council of Autun^ with the 
Cruelties committed by che Infidels, againd the 
Chriftians who inhabited the Holy Land, and 
with their injurious Treatment of Pilgrims, was 
the firft Projeftor of thcfe Crufades, which almoft 
exhaufted Europe of its Inhabitants. He likcwife 
engaged a Number of great Lords to join For- 
ces; for the Conqueft of that Country, and his 
Difcourfe was fo prevailing that above 300000 
Men lifted themfelves under the Banners of the 
Crofs, and palVd into the Eaft, wich many fove- 
reign Princes at their Head. Godfrey Duke of 
BuUoign and the lower Lorrain^ was conftituted 
the General for this Expedition *, and his Valour 
was a fufficient Juftification of that Choice. 

Several Kings and Popes derived equal Ad< 
vantages from thefe Crufades. Part of the Chri- 
ftian Troops conduced Urban to Rome^ in their 
March thro* haly^ and re-eftablifli*d him in his 
See, notwithftanding all the Oppoficion of his 
Enemies; and thefe military Swarms difembar- 
raffed feveral Kings from the exceffive Number 
of Nobility, who had almoft aflumed the fame 
Rank with themfelves, and thefe Wars dcftroy'd 
the greateft Part of thofe untraftable Lords who 
oppofed the defpotic Power of their Sovereigns, 
and were too jealous of their own Prerogatives. 
All thefe Expeditions likewife furniflied a Pre- 
text for new Taxes, whofc Produd: was frequent- 
ly apply'd to fuch Ufes as were contrary to the 
firft Defign of their Impofition, and only re- 
dounded to the Profit of Princes and Popes. 

H The 
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habitants delivered up their Children as Ho^- 
ftages, for fecuring their Performance of the Ca- 
pitulation ; after which they immediately fcnc 
Deputies to acquaint Bolejlaus with what had been 
tranfadled, and to conjure him not to abandon 
his faithful Subjefts, whom nothing but Compul- 
fion could reduce to a foreign Yoke. The 
Duke hereupon affembled his Troops from all 
Quarters : The Ruffians likewife came to his Af- 
iiftance, and great Levies were made in the Du- 
chy of Mazovidy and the Palatinates of Sandomir 
and Lublin. But as the Interval was fo fhorr, 
all thcfe Preparations for the Relief of the Place 
would have proved inefFeftual, if it had furren* 
dred at the Time ftipulated by the Capitulation. 
Bolejlaus therefore had Recourfe to Prayers and 
Menaces, to oblige the Deputies to break the 
Treaty, and improve the Truce, in repairing 
their Ramparts, and likewife to facrifice to the 
Welfare of the State, the Hoftages they had gi- 
ven, rather than ftain themfelves with Infamy, 
and incur his Indignation, by opening their 
Gates to the Enemy, at a Time when all Po- 
land and its Allies were advancing to their Re- 
lief. 

This Difcourfe had the defired EfFedt, and 
the Deputies prevailed upon the Inhabitants to 
fuftain a new Siege. The Walls and Ramparts 
were repaired with all poflible Expedition, to 
check the firft Fury of the Enemy ; new Ditches 
were likewife dug in the City, and the Breaches 
were clofed up with the Ruins of the Houfes. 
Neceffity found Soldiers and Pioneers, every 
Perfon affifted at the Works, without Diftindion 
of Sex or Condition. In a Word, thcfe gallant 
Inhabitants, whofe Courage was more efficacious 
than the Valour of the moft warlike Soldiers, 

were 
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his Eleftion was over, he went to Rome, and fel- 
ted, by the Way, the Antipope who had fhut 
himfelf up in Sutri, and fufFer*d him to pefifli in 
a difmal Prifon. The Emperor, who was ex- 
communicated anew by the Council of Rheims^ 
being fcnfible that it was headed by a Pope as 
intrepid as powerful, began to be apprehen* 
five left the Affair relating to the Invcftitures 
(hould be as fatal to him, as it had proved to 
his Father: For which Reafon he at laft renoun- 
ced that Right, in the firft general Council of 
Lateran, which Calixtus had affctiiblcd on thac 
Occafion. 

Bolejlaus was fear'd and refpefted by all the Na- tn^. 
tions that borderM on his Dominions. Bobema^J^^l^^^ 
Prujftas Pomerania, Moravia, and RuJ/ta had of- Denmark. 
ten experienced the Force of his Arms, and the 
Empire itfelf was proud of fuch an Ally. Den- 
mark was now the Scene in which his Courage * 
and Abilities were equally confpicuous* The 
Motives to this Expedition were lawful, and no 
Way rcfulted from Ambition. That Kingdom 
groanM under the Tyranny of the Ufurper AbeU 
who had waded to the Throne thro* the Blood of 
Henry, his Brother, and his King, but he did 
not long enjoy the Fruit of his Crime. Peter a 
Dani/h Nobleman had fettled in Poland, where 
he found an honourable Afylum. Bolejlaus con- 
ferred upon him a Profufion of Favours, made 
him his moft intimate Confidant, and, in order 
to attach him the more to his Intereft, he caufed 
him to efpoufe a Princefs of Ruffia, who brought 
him a large Addition to his Fortune. The Fa- 
ther of this Lord rcfided in Denmark, and had, in 
his Pofleffion, the Trcafures of the late King Hen- 
ry ^ bur as he was far advanced in Years, he 
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thought it incumbent on him to conceal fo rich 
a Dcpofire, in order to fruftratc the Avidity of 
the Tyrant. With this View he tranfmitted a 
fecret Intimation to his Son, that he had all the 
Treafures of the Crown of Denmark at his Dif- 
pofal ; that very few Perfons had any Know- 
ledge of that Depofite, and that he was deter- 
mined to confign it to no Mortal but his Son ; 
and that it therefore was his Intereft, to concert 
fuch proper Mcafnres as might enable him to fc- 
cure thofe immenfe Riches, and convey them in- 
to Poland. The Danijh Lord communicated this 
Account to Bolf/laus^ and intreated that Prince 
to affift him with a Body of his Troops. Bo- 
lejlaus not only promifed him all the Aid in his 
Power, but had even the Generofity to charge 
himfelf with the Accomplifhment of this Affair. 
He caufed a Fleet to be fitted out, and landed 
in Denmark^ after a favourable Voyage. He 
made the Death of King Henry the Pretext for 
his Vengeance, and the very Mention of his 
.Name, fo dear to that People, immediately rou- 
. zed them into a Rebellion againft the Ufurper, 
who was compeird, for the Prefervation of his 
Life, to abandon a Throne he had acquired by 
his Crimes, and which he wanted Courage to 
defend. Bolejlaus having thus made himfelf Ma- 
fter of the whole Kingdom, might have been its 
Monarch, if he had pleafed, as well as its De- 
liverer, but he had no Intention to lay any 
Conftraint on the Suffrages, and he reftorM to 
the Nobility all the Places he had conquered ; 
as being fully fatisfied with the Glory he had 
acquired ; he therefore fct Sail with all the 
Treafures o( Peier^ and returned in Triumph to 
Poland. 

Calixtui 
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Calixtus was fucceeded by Honoriusll. and new "3o- 
Troubles were created in the Church by thepoJT^Nnir 
Death of this Jaft Pope-, the Cardinals were d'-I^^L**? 
vided among themfelves, and they clcdled two 
Popes in one Day. The Majority and moft de- 
vout Members of the facred College adhered to 
Innocent \ whilft Peter of Leon^ who aflumed the 
Name oi Anaclety had only a few Cardinals in his 
Intereft, but then he was the moft potent Pcr- 
fon in Rome. Innocent took Refuge in France^ 
where he was acknowledged in the Council of 
Etampcs^ by the Influence of Bernard Abbot of 
Clairvaux. The Emperor Lotbariusy who fuc- 
ceeded Henry V. offer'd likewife to acknowledge 
Innocent^ provided he would rcGgn to him the 
Inveftitures. St. Bernard^ who at that Time was 
the Oracle of all Europe^ concerted fuch Meafures, 
that this Monarch defifted from his Pretenfions, 
and fubmitted, without Referve, to the lawful 
Pope. The Steadinefs and Exhortations of the 
Abbot were as prevalent with William Duke of 
jdquitainy who had warmly efpoufed the Party of 
jinaclet. The Examples of the Empire and 
France drew after them all the reft of Europe^ 
and Innocent was obey'd by all, but Robert Duke 
of Sicily^ to whom Anaclet had granted the Title 
of King, and who perfifted in his Obedience to 
rfiat Antipope. He even fubftituted a Succeflbr 
to him, who took the Name of Vi£lor\\. but ra- 
ther with a View to come to a better Accommo- 
dation with the See of Rome^ than with any In-, 
tention to continue the Schifm. Vi£lor threw him- 
feJf at the Feet of the lawful Pope, and Roger ac- 
knowledged Innocent^ who in his Turn acknow- 
ledged the Regal Title of Roger^ and the remain- 
ing Sparks of the Divifions were extinguifhed ir) 
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the fecond General Council of Lateran. The Em- 
pire was rent, at the fame Time, by a Schifm, 
TreaMesin which, by an EfFeft of good Fortune, was not 
^**"»P^produftive of fuch fatal Events as that of the 
Church. Lotbarius had been elcded Emperor in 
the Room of Henry V. as we have already inti- 
mated, but fome of the Eleftors, who were dif- 
fatisfied with that Choice, elcfted Conrade Duke 
of Suabiaj foon afterwards. The Difference was 
^t laft decided by a (ingle Battle, in which Con- 
rade was defeated, and he then dcfifted from his 
Pretenfions, and reconciled himfelf intirely to 
Lotbariusy who received the Imperial Crown at 
Home J from the Hands of Pope Innocent. 

,,,.. Fortune, at laft, abandoned Bolejlaus^ and his 
Credulity prov'd fatal to fcim, An Hungarian E- 
miflary of JVafilkon Prince of Ruffia^ came to im- 
plore his Proteftion, and aflured him that he had 
been diverted of all his Eftate, on Account of the 
Zeal he difcover'd for the Houfe of Stephen King 
of Hungary^ and added that he owed his Prefer- 
vation from Death to a timely Flight, The Duke 
received him in an honourable Manner, and gave 
him the Government of IViJlica^ a ftrong Place 
on the Nida^ but the Traitor, in the Ablence of 
BoleJlauSy delivered up that City to the Ruffians^ 
who were admitted without any Difficulty, upon 
which they immediately facked it; and when they 
had ftft it on Fire, they carried off all the Inhan 
bitants mto Rujfta. This Calamity was fucceed- 
cd by another that was ftill more confiderable. 
Tht RuJ/iaf7S^ who had always been defeated in 
the open Field, had Recourfe to Treachery, in 
order to revenge all the Lofles they had fuftain'd, 
and Boleflaui was cafily betrayed into the Snare 
they had prepared for him, Upon receiving a 

Depu- 
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Deputation from the Inhabitants of HaliiZy who 
pretended to implore his Affiftance, in Favour of 
their Prince JaroJlauSj who had been banifhed in- 
to Poland^ he marched towards that City with a 
Body of Troops, whofe Number was indeed in- 
confiderable, but they were compofed of the 
braveft Men in Poland. When he had approach- 
ed within a fmall Diftance of the City, all the 
Forces of Rujfia pour'd upon him. The Poles 
fought like Men animated by Defperation, and 
fold their Lives very dear; but they were at 
laft overwhelmed with Numbers. Moft of them 
were flain on the Spot, and their Duke faved him* 
felf with much Difficulty. 

The Emperor Lotbarius dying on the Alps^ „,g. 
near Trenty was fucceeded hy Conrade Duke of The Doth 
Suabiay who had been his Competitor. Hj^ry^^f^^^^^^.- 
Duke of Saxony and Bavaria^ and Son-in-Law toJ«^«y^ 
Lotbarius J feem'd inclinable to difpute the Em- **'* '* 
pire with him ; but he was abandoned by all his 
Friends, and Conrade divcfted him of his Domi- 
nions. 



The Death of the Emperor Lotbarius was fol- 1139. 
low'd by that of the Duke of Poland, at the Age J^*;;^^^^'^ 
of Fifty Four Years, and after a Reign of Thir-prrorLcf/^^ 
ty Six ; his Death was occafionM by the Morti-^^^*'^^^^^^ 
fication he conceived for the Lofs of Wijlica, and 
his Defeat at Halitz. War was the conftant Em- 
ployment of this Prince ; he had headed his Ar- 
mies from his early Youth, was viftorious in ma- 
ny Battles, and he kept the fierce People he had 
conquer^, in Subjeftion to Poland ; but he want- 
ed Refolution to fupport the lead unfavourable 
Turn of Fortune. His open Difpofition rendered 
him too credulous, and as he wa$ incapable of 
H 4 impofing 
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impofing upon others, he could hardly imagine 
he fhould be deceived himfelf. 

uiadijint Bolejlaus had divided his Dominions into Four 
n. Duke of Branches, for each of his Children. Uladijlaus^ 
^"^if^. ^'s eldeft Son, had his Lot in the Palatinates of 
Cracow y Sirad^ Lencici^ Sileftaj and Pomerania. 
Bolejlaus had the Duchy of Mazovia^ with the 
Territories of Culm and Cujavia \ ASecJlausj the 
Palatinates of Pofnania^ and Kalifcb\ and Henry 
thofc of Sandomirj and Lublin. Caftmiry the 
youngeft Son, who was then in his Cradle, had 
not any Share of his Father's Dominions. 

When Bolejlaus was dead, the Four Princes 
made their Applications to the General Affembly 
of the States, who were then met at Cracow^ to 
ratify the Difpofitions of the late Duke, and to 
confirm them in the Poffcfllon of the Provin- 
ces he had affign*d them. The States, befides 
this Affair, were to determine on the Choice of 
a Duke of Poland. The Eleftion was fufpended 
for fome Time, but the Nobility declared, at 
laft, in Favour of Uladijlaus II. It was likewifc 
decreed that the Four Brothers fhould enjoy their 
Duchies, and be confidered as Princes, but fub- 
ordinate, at the fame Time, to their Brother lA 
ladijlaiis \ and that they fhould not engage in any 
War, nor conclude a Peace, without his Approba- 
tion; that they fhould be obliged to prefent 
themfelves before him with their Troops, when- 
ever he fhould need their Affifbnce, and that 
he fhould have the Guardianlhip of young Caft- 
miry whom he was to educate in a Manner fuita- 
ble to his Birth. 

This Treaty was foon violated, at the Infti- 
gation of an ambitious Princefs, Cbrijlina the 
Confort of Uladijlaus^ and the Daughter and Sifter 

of 



Revolutions of Poland. loj 

of two Emperors *, and whofe high Birth was 
exceeded by her Pride, was extreamly mortified 
to fee her Brothcrs-in-Law, reign over part of 
Polandf and (he concerted Meafures Co divefl; 
them of their Dominions. The firft Pace Ihc 
took, in order to fucceed in her Scheme, was to 
induce her Hufband to concur in that Affair ; 
and Uladijlaus^ who was altogether as ambi- 
tious as herfelf, cafily cnterM into her Views : 
But, as it would have been dangerous to attack 
thofe Princes, without fome Pretext to palliate 
that Proceeding, with the Appearance of Juftice, 
and as it would likewife be difficult to expel them 
from their Territories, in Violation of a folemn 
Treaty, Cbrijlina had Recourfe to a Reafon of 
State ; and when fhe had convoked an Aflfembly 
at Cracow^ Ihe reprefented to the Members, that 
the Partition of the Kingdom was contrary to 
the fundamental Laws of a Monarchy, and would 
inevitably be attended with fatal Effefls ; that all 
the Meafures that could be formed, to prevent 
the Body of the State from being difmembred, 
and for the Reunion of thofe Parties that were 
divided under fo many Chiefs, would prove chi- 
merical, and be rendered imprafticable in the 
Event ; that the laft Commotions which Sbigna 
had excited, ought to make them apprchenfive 
of the like Diforders ; and that it was therefore 
neceffary todifannul the Partition, and render Obe- 
dience only to one Prince, in order to fecure the 
Honour and Tranquillity of Poland. 

This Difcourfe offended feveral of the Nobi- 
lity ; and fome of them had the Refolution to 
declare that the Difpofitions of the late Duke had 
been ratified by an Aflcmbly of the whole Na- 
tion ; and that, confequently, it ought not to be 

, ^ She was the Daughter of Hr;yr)r IV. and the Siiler of Henry V. 
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infringed ; that Uladijlaus had been acknowledg- 
ed the fole Head of the Republick ; and there- 
fore iio Deviation had been made from the an- 
cient Maxims of the Government; that inftead 
of the Partition being injurious to the Republick, 
it was rather to be fuppofed that a Multiplicity of 
Princes, united under one Head, would augment 
the Power of the State, and fecure the Happi- 
nefs and Tranquillity of the People •, that the Ex- 
ample of Sbigna could no longer create any bad 
Impreffions ; and that if any one of thofe Princes 
fhould prefume to abufe the Authority confided 
in him, the Recolleftion of the Punifliment which 
attended a former Traitor, would be fufficient to 
reftrain him within thofe Limits of his Duty, 
which the Example of Sbigna^ might otherwife in- 
cline him to tranfgrefs. 
uudifiaut Uladijlaus^ at that time, diflemblcd his ambiti- 
iimte»i2i#-ous Projefts, without fufFering them to difappear 
1^X5!"" from his View ; and as he was fenfible that he 
fhould be oppofed by the People, he turnM his 
Thoughts to foreign Affiftance; and caufed a 
Body of Ruffians to enter Poland^ in order to be 
ready when he fhould have occafion for their Aid. 
He afterwards endeavoured to win the Nobility 
over to his Intereft, and a great Number of 
Lords, accordingly, join'd him, fome from the 
Motives of Intereft, others through Fear ; and 
the Danijh Count Petery whom we have formerly 
mentioned, was almoft the only Perfon who open- 
ly efppufedthe Caufe of the three young Princes. 
He even made lively Remonftrances to Uladijlaus^ 
with refpeft to the Infr^ftion of the Treaty, and 
boldly reproached him for his Ambition. This 
was fufficient to kindle the Refentment of that 
Prince. Chrijiina likewife conceived herfelf to 
be injured by fomc.Exprcffions of thatNobleman, 

which 
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which rcflcftcd on her Honour ; for which Rca- ThrCrneiry 
fon (he caufed him to be feized and carried off^ '^'^"^' 
from Brejlau^ at the very Time when he was cele- 
brating the Nuptials of his Daughter with the 
Deputy of Servia ; and this Princefs, who was 
equally cruel and vindidtive, caufed him to be de- 
prived of his Eyes, and like wife ordcr'd his 
Tongue to be cut out. 

As the Count was the only Perfon who was 
capable of ballancing the Power of Uladijlaus^ by 
his Riches and Credit, when this Obftacle was '"5- 
once furmounted, the Duke of Poland no longer 
confined bimfclf within the Bounds of Moderati- 
on. He eafily drove Bolejlaus from Pioczko^ and 
Henry from Sandomir : and ihefe Princes reiired 
to their Brother Miecjlaus ^ }n Pofnaniay where 
they werefoon afterwards befieged. James Arch- 
bifliop of Gnefna^ furrendcr d without any He- 
fitation, difpatched fome Barons, to foften the 
inhuman DifpoGtion of Ulad'ijlaits •, but all their 
Endeavours were unavailing, and their Submifli- 
ons afFefted him as litde as their Menaces. Ula- 
dijlaus rather fcem'd more haughty and inflexible; 
and as hedcfpifed the inconfiderable Number of 
the Befieged, and the Weaknefs of the Place, he 
fummoriM them to furrender at Difcretion, and 
fubmit to the Laws of the Conqueror. This fe- 
vcreTreatment drove the Befieged to Defperation, 
caufed them to form a Projtft that ftem'd rafii 
and dangerous, tho* it was eafily Practicable, be- 
caufe it was not forefeen. As the Bcfiegers con- 
ceived therofelves to be in the utmolt Security, 
they kept but a flender Guard in their Camp, and 
mod of the Soldiers frequently rendered themr 
felves incapable of fighting, by their Intempe- 
raqc^/ The Befieged, th? rcforc, improved the 
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favourable Moment, and Tallied from feveral Quar- 
ters of the City. The Ruffians^ who form'd the 
mod confiderable Body of theTroops of Uladijlaus^ 
immediately took the Alarm ; all was in Confu- 
fion in their Quarter, and the Enemy carried Fire 
and Sword thro* every Part, before their Adver- 
faries, could be in any Condition to defend them- 
felves. The Diforder was difFufed through the 
reft of the Army ; and every one had Rccourfe 
to Flight. Uladijlaus himfelf was carried along 
with the Torrent of Fugitives, and left all his 
Baggage as a Prey to the Enemy, whofe Weak- 
nefs had made him think them incapable of fuch 
a defperate Attempt, 

The three Brothers were, careful to improve 
this Viftory, and they eafily recovered the Cities 
that had been allotted to them by their Father ; 
after which they advanced towards Cracow^ 
whither Uladijlaus had retired after his Defeat. 
And as he knew himfelf to be incapable of op- 
pofing them, he durft not wait for their Arrival. 
In this Extremity he retired into Germatfy^ after 
he had fortified the Citadel of Cracow y where he 
left his Wife and Children. He HatteiM himfelf 
that his Return would be fpeedy, and that the Em- 
peror would fend him back with a Body of Troops, 
Cnce he was allied to him by his Wife. But all 
his Applications were inefFeftual, becaufe feme 
Affairs of more Confcquence, had drawn all the 
Imperial Forces to another Quarter. The Bro- 
thers, therefore, formM the Sxt^Q of Cracow \ and 
as the Inhabitants had no Hopes of any Succours ; 
their Apprehenfions of being forced, caufcd them 
to open their Gates, after a faint Refiftance. The 
Citadel followed the Example of the 'fown, and 
Cbrijlina^ that imperious Princefs who was fo 
defirous of invading the Dominions of her Brother- 

in law. 
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lAlaw, beheld herfelf divefted of her own, and 
compelled cofeekan Afylum, in a foreign Country. 
She was fenc back to Germany^ with her three Sons, 
and BoUJIaus^ the fecond Son of Bolejlaus II. was 
declared Duke of Poland^ by the whole Nation. 

Uladi/lauszndCbriftina^ follicited the Emperor jy,^,jy^ 
to affift them with Troops for the Recovery of "4^ 
their Dominions ; but the holy War, in which 
that Monarch was then engaged, not permitting 
him to turn his Thoughts to other Expeditions, 
the Polijh Prince could only obtain from him an 
inconfiderable Body of Forces, with which he 
made a few Incurfions into Poland^ without being 
in a Condition, to undertake any Aftion of Con- 
fequence -, and he even loft thofe few Succours in 
a /horc Time ; for the Emperor having thought 
it proper to pafs through Poland^ in his Progrefs 
to the Eaft, was received by Boleflaus with fo much 
Magnificence, that he immediately difcontinued 
all Hoftilities, and brought the four Brothers to 
anAccomraodation at his Return. A great Num- 
ber of the Polijh Nobility engaged in theCrufade, 
and attended the Emperor in that Expedition. 

This Crufade was rendered ineffeftual by the 
Treachery of the Greeks. Manuel , Emperor of 
the Eaft, poifon'd part of the Chriftian Army, 
by mixing Lime among their Corn ; and great 
numbers of them were deftroyed by the Infidelity 
of the Guides, who bietrayed them into the Hands 
of the Saracens^ with whom that Emperor main- 
uin'd an Intelligence. Lewis King of France^ 
who had followed the German Emperor, at the 
Head of another Army, had no better Succefs 
than that Prince : he was even attacked, in his 
Return, by the Naval Forces of the Greeks^ and 
they would have made him their Prifoner, had 
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it not been for the unexpected Afliftance of the 
Normans^ who difperfed them, and delivered the 
King from the Danger wherein he was engaged^ 

„4». Conrade^ after his Return to Germany^ devot- 

TbeEmpe-ed his Attention to the Affairs of Poland^ and 
cMm /v ' demanded a Reftitution of the Dominions of Ula- 
^■^- dijlausj from the Duke his Brother : but his Me- 
diation being rejeded, he aflfembied a Body of 
Troops, with an Intention to enter Poland. His 
Army was augmented by its Conjundbion with 
the Bobemiam^ and Moravians^ whom Uladijlaus 
had interefted in his Quarrel, and all things now 
feem^d difpofed for a bloody War ; which might 
have been fatal to Poland in the Event, had not 
BoleJIaus averted the Storm by his Prudence. He 
demanded a Paflport from the Emperor, and went 
to his Camp as foon as he had obtained it. He 
was admitted into the Council, where he deliver- 
ed him with fo much Energy ; and demonftrat- 
cd the Injuftice, and ambitious Views of Uladif- 
laiis^ in fo effeftual a Manner, that he, at lafl: un- 
deceived the Emperor. Care was likewife taken, 
to diftribute Money, at the fame Time, with 
great Profufion ; upon which Conrade retired with 
his Troops, and made his ill State of Health, the 
Pretext for that Proceeding. 

After the Retreat of fo formidable an Enemy, 
Poland cnjoy'd a Peace, for fomc Years, under 
the prudent Government of BoUfiaus^ and his 
Brothers. Henrj^ who was one of them, and 
likewife Duke of Sandcmir^ and Lublin, as has 
been already obferved, took an Opportunity in 
this Interval of Peace, to make a Progrefs to 
the Eaft, in order to (ignalizehis Courage in thofe 
Parts. He embark'd with a confiderable Body 
of b.avc Volunteers, and arrived at Jtrufalctn^ 

after 
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after a profperous Voyage. The Succours he 
brought, repelled the Efforts of xhe Saracens^ for 
fome Time, but after he had continued in the 
holy Land, for the fpacc of a Year, and had loft 
moft of the Troops that followed him in that Ex- 
pedition, he returned, with much Reluftance, to 
Poland^ where he was received in a triumphant 
Manner, with the general Acclamations of his 
People. But this religious Prince not being fa- 
tisfied with the Affiftance he afforded the. ori- 
ental Chriflians, was refolved to tranfmit to Pof- 
terity, fome Tokens of his Charity, and Zeal 
for the Prcfervacion of the holy Land -, and with 
that View. he left large Donations in his Territo- 
ries, to the Knights of St. John oijerufakm^ and 
alfo to the Templars. 

The Emperor Conrade III, dying in the Year «»5?- 
ii53» and the Eleftors having conter'd the Em- slli^ja 
pire on Frederick^ furnamcd Barbarojfa^ Duke of dc»«n*.«h« 
Suabidy the unhappy Uladijlaus implored the Aflift-^ofcST- 
ancc of that Prince, and he fucceeded fo well,'i/^**- 
that Frederick was determined to reinftate him in 
his Dominions. With this Intention, he cnter'd 
Poland with a powerful Army of Germansy and 
Bohemians \ and Boltjlaus with his Brothers awaited 
the Approach of the Imperialifts, at the Head of 
a gallant Body of Troops, and their fird Defign 
was to engage the Emperor, upon his Arrival ; 
but they changed their Sentiments, when they 
beheld the formidable Appearance of the Impe- 
rial Army, and the numerous Troops that com- 
pofed it, and relblvcd to divide their Forces, 
and attack the Enemy, only by Ambufcades, 
and Surprifals. Thcfe Expedients had already 
been fucccfsful, under the Condudt of Bolejlaus 
UL who, without drawing on a general Engage- 
ment, 
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menc, had defeated the Emperor £&3irY, in 1109. 
The three Brothers feparaced fraai ach other, 
with this Incenrion, afcer whicli chej ravaged 
the Country, and fee Fire to all the Towns, that 
were in no Condition to fuftaia a Siege, that, by 
f hrfc Means, they might ftarve the Eneaaics, and 
]cave th^m nothing to Plunder. The laaperial 
Arrn/t in Confcquence of this Proceeding, was 
foon reduced to the utmoft Extrctnity, for Want 
of ProviHons and Forage. Whenever the Sol- 
diers nppearM, the Polesj who continually hover'd 
nbntit their Quarters, never faiPd t% fall upon 
thrni, and carry off the Forages. The Famine 
flm(in|{ them was fucceeded by a Dyfentery, and 
lhi» Dillemper proved fo fatal to them, that Pre* 
tir^n.k wMs almoit Defeated, even before he had feen 
I he iMiemy \ and therefore, that he might prefcrve 
liis 1 lonour^ as much as pofiible, and avoid an 
r»v»iio Overthrow, he propofed a Conference, 
lv!»v.e h;^ Retreat, and it was agreed to, by the 
PaVo^ ol ,'V\«r.f, /?.'./ r^wj came in Perfon to 
i!v^ l'r.>pn\v*s Camp, and a Peace was concluded. 
V>.o r- re B VMhor^Veadily confcnted to the R^ 
i.v V o; ; ; .;:;>; thev hkewiic pTomLcd to lend 
«1;»^ V vjN ;o: c>,roe ho,V.r^d Lances, for the War 
in ■' ; ; s-^: a Treiirv was c:)nnrmed bawccn 
r.K -0, >v 4>x'' Mi-riac? o* \f.rr/jsL:^ D:^c of 
.'\ ■ ■■' -.. i*-:h .-. .v-M u'^ :he E.3ipcrar*s Xicce. 

i • •■ '."\'-^*:*.-. nr Brnrfii, froiTi tius adnn- 
, \v:.N^i-v "; \'*':^ . Nf bar. airradr made Prqpan* 
; .^•^^ ^^ ».N K.\i'"p TO Pr :ru». anc «Bas tdSov- 
*^^ N 4". spr. h.-*- :M-?e Sou^ wfasD he 

ov •>>* p"^.\nn' rr ■' . :r .::"..--: tnrr CjUIBS 
*^>^»\5^^NV*"o^. "^x ^ -^"-rr't^r.rss o: fisCtsth 
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ba^e induced feme Hiftorians to believe he was 
poifoned. Bokjlaus^ his eldeft Son, attended the 
Emperor into //tf/y, and diftinguifhed himlcif in 
in fucb a Manner, by his Bravery at the Siege of 
Mdan^ that he gain'd the Efteem of the Empe* 
ror, and prevailed upon him to employ his Me- 
diation , for the re-eftabli(hment of the Family 
of Uladijlaus^ in Poland. The Negotiation had 
a favourable Event, Bckjlaus confign'd the So- 
vereignty of Silefta to his Nephews, which they 
were to hold as Homagers to him, and were like- 
wife to acknowledge him as fole Monarch of Po^ 
land. 

Pruffia y yi\i\Q\i^ till then, had been immerfed 
in Idolatry and tbeSupcrftitions of a ftupid Wor- 
fhip, was at laft brought over to Chi iflianity, by 
the Care of the Duke of Poland. His Dominions 
were in a State of Tranquillity, and he had no War 
to apprehend from his Neighbours ; he therefore 
thought it advifable to improve fo favourable a 
Conjundure, for the entire Conqueft of Prujfia^ 
and the Propagation of Chriftianicy among them. 
Miecjlaus and Henry his Brothers, attended him in 
this Expedition, and entered Prvffia^ with him, 
by three different Quarters. Nothing cou'd 
withftand them in their Progrefe, and they had 
already advanced into the Heart of the Country, 
without much Oppofition, when feme of the moft 
confiderable Perfons among the Prujfians^ came 
to their Camp, to aflfure Bolejlaus of their Obe- 
dience, and intreat him to withdraw his Troops; 
but the Duke refufed to accept of the Peace, and 
Tribute they offered him, unlefs they would, at 
the fame time, confent to be baptized. This 
Propofal was communicated to all the Nation, 
and they accepted it without any Hefitation ; in 
Coofequence of which, they deftroyed their Idols, 

I and 
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and confecraced Woods ; a great Number of Pa- 
gans received the Ceremonial of Baptifm, and fe- 
Veral Priefts were left in that Country, for the 
tnftruftion of the People, who feemM to have 
been (incere in their Converfion to Chriftianity ; 
tho\ in Reality, their only Motive to that Con* 
duft was the Dread they entertained of the Con- 
queror. When the Poli/h Army, therefore, had 
retired from their Country, the Number of thofe 
who continued faithful to their Engagements, 
was very inconfiderable ; the greateft Part of the 
Nation relapfed into their antient Superftitions, 
and drove the Priefts out of their Territories. 
This fierce People had even Recourfe to Arms ; 
ihey ravaged the Duchy of Mazovia^ before any 
Meafures could be concerted to oppofe fo unex- 
pedbed an Irruption, or to cut them off in their 
Ketreat, and they carried off a very confiderable 
Booty, into their own Country. 

ttj^-. Bolijhus immediately refolved to revenge this 
^*iiM !« perfidious Proceeding, and he aflemblcd all the 
'^^ Forces of his Kingdom, to exterminate that bar- 
barous Karion. The PnijT:A%s loon received In- 
telligence of thefe great Preparations for War, 
and as tScy were confcious of their Inability to 
oppofe fo powerful an Enemy, they had Re- 
courfe to Stratagems and their u!aal Frauds. In 
the P.-ii/t Army were four /V» *« Drferrcrs, who 
gain'J lb much Credit thcre^ riat tker were in- 
trutled « ith the Care of markup o« die Quarters ; 
«nd the Routs that were to betaken ; bv which 
Means all the Morions and Wdfer of the PuiA 
Army depended on the C^ndod of tSefc Trai- 
r.>:^ : The /V»/H«Chidi wrote prirgj-V to them, 
Md oftr^d to reward them a a TerT cnraordi- 
•aiy Manner, if tbty woa^d mdx £>» Aacropt 

in 
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in Favour of their Country ; and to the Dcftruc- 
tion of their mortal Enemies the Poles. The Fi- 
delity of thefe Defcrters was eafily fhaken, and 
they agreed to the Propofal they had received. 
In Cofl/eqiience of which, they chahged the Routs^ 
and then ftriking out into impra£ticable Ways^ 
they drew the Army of Henry Duke of Satidomirj 
into Defiles between Mountains, the Tops of 
which were polTcflred by the Prujfiansy who were 
likewife Mauers of all the Avenues^ The Army 
was entirely defeated ; Henry himfelf was flain 
in amiferable Manner; and it was with great Dif- 
ficulty that BoUJlaus^ and his Brother Miecjlaus ef- 
caped the fame Fate. The bad Ways, and the 
Precipices they were obliged to furmount, iii 
their Return to Poland^ loft them a great Number 
of brave Soldiers, and all their Baggage^ 

This Defeat was fuccecded by a civil War, **^jr^ 
which was excited by the Children of Uladijlaus^^^^* 
11. who pretended to have great Caufe for Com- thechiidr«i 

Elaint. They demanded a Reftitution of thejj^'^a^'! 
>uchy of Cracovia^ and a Share in the Succeltioned by the 
to their tFncle, which had entirely devolved on^^jl^]^ 
Cajimir^ the youngcft Son of BolejLus III. They 
even raifed their Pretenfions as high as the Throne 
tt felf, and declared that, as their Father had been 
the Sovereign of Poland^ Bolcjlaus had unjuftly 
ufurped their Rights ; and as the Conjun£ture6 at 
that Time, feem'd toprefent them with a favou- 
rable Opportunity of enforcing their Claims, they 
ftrengthenM their own Troops with a Body of 
German Auxiliaries. Bokjtaus was not then in a 
Condition to oppofe them, and they advanced 
to the very Gates of Pofnan^ without any Obftruc- 
don.^ The Defeat in Prujfia was too recent an 
Affair^ and Po/auJ would certainly have changed 

1 2 it« 
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its Matter, in the weak Condition to which it was 
then reduced, if Bolejlaus had not recurred to the 
Dexterity of Negotiation. The Sons of Ulai'if- 
laus^ tho* they were then viftorious, and in a 
Condition to enlarge their Conquefts, darft not 
refufe a Conference, for fear of rendering them- 
felveb odious to all the Nation. The Aflcmbly, 
therefore, was held, and Bolejlaus replied to all 
their Demands. Tie averr'd, that Cracovia could 
never be confider'd as Part of the Succeflion they 
Claini'd to UladiJlauSy becaufe that Duchy had 
been united to the Crown, and could be poflfef- 
fed by none but the Pcrfon who wore it -, that 
they had no juft Prctenfions to the Throne, tho* 
it had once been filled by their Father ; becaufe 
the national Choice was paramount to all here- 
ditary Right ; and laftly, that Cafimir^ who till 
then had never obuin'd any Allotment of his Fa- 
ther's Dominions, had been inverted with the 
Territories of Duke Henr-j^ by the Advice and 
Confent of the Nobility. Thefe feeafons were 
fatisfaftory to all the Aflembly; and tho* the 
Members were unanimous in their Opinion, that 
the Sons of Uladijlaus had kindled an unjuft War, 
yer, in order to extinguifh all Pretences for Divi- 
fion, Bclejlaus gave them the PoflefSon of fome 
Towns in Silefta^ and agreed to a Partition of 
them, among his Nephews. 

wuiilui. P^'^^^'y after the Conclufion of this Treaty, 
"^ continued in a State of Tranquillity, andgradually 
recovered it fcif from the Calamities it had fuf- 
tainM, by its Loffes in Pruffia^ when a new Ac- 
CKlciu wason theJPoint of creating thofc Troubles 
lh«t Ihould always be dreaded, in eleftivc King^ 
»«»• *™ I>cath of each Prince. Bolejlaus di- 
^•-•^ the Thirtieth of Oi.7^*^r, 1173, and 
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bequeathed his Duchies of MazoviaznA Cujavia^ 
CO his Son Lecb^ to whom Cafmir was conftitu- 
ted Guardian by his Direftion. With Refocft to 
the Succeffion to the Throne, Miecjlaus^ Caftmir^ 
and the eldeft Son of Uladijlaus II. might claim it 
as their Right, and there was Reafon to be ap- 
prehcnfive that a War would be inevitable on 
this Article ; but the fudden Ele&ion of Miec* 
flaus^ aftonifhed all his Competitors, and his Ti- 
tle was unanimoufly acknowledged. 

^MiecJlauSj furnamed the Old, on account ofufi^cpus 
thcWifdoni he difcovered in his early Youth, Sf^SdT^ 
made it evident, that Profperity cai^change the 
Heart. Poland was in Expeftation of happy 
Times, under the Reign of a Prince, who had 
always appeared fo equitable and prudent , but 
he dilappointed the Hopes of that People, whofc 
Affe&ion had raifed him to the Throne, in Op- 
pofition to all the Parties that had been formed 
to his Prejudice, and he became a Tyrant, the 
Moment he ceafed to be a Subjed. 

He entirely refigned himfelf to fuch Favou- 
rites as were unworthy of the Confidence he re- 
pofed in them, and authorized them in all Sorts 
of Violence and Exaftions. The Cries of the Op- 
prcfled no longer reached his Ear, or he liften'd 
to them with Contempt. The Riches of particu- 
lar Perfons became their Crime 5 he left nothing 
unattempted to fill his Coffers, and his Avarice 
was equal to the Profufion with which he difli- 
pated all the Treafures he had amafled by his 
oppreffive Conduft. His Paffion for Huntbg 
was fo immoderate, that he frequently revenged 
the Death of fome vile Animal, by fevere Pun- 
ifliments inflifted on Perfons of great Diftindlion. 
In a Word, Miecflaus^ when he was only a Sub- 
jed^ wasjuft, afistble, and generous, and rendered 

I i himfelf 
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himfelf the Delight of Poland \ but he no fooncr 
gain'd the Sovereign Power, than he became crur 
cU.and unjaft ; a Monfter of Avarice, and the 
Horror of his People, 

f 177* His mod: faithful of his Subjects, and particu- 
larly Gideon Bifhop of Cracow^ made lively Re- 
fponftrances to him, but in vain, for they were fo 
far from making any Impreffions on the Hear^ 
of this Prince, that they rather inflamed him into 
Madnefs. He threatened Gideon with Banifhment, 
^nd vowed to confifcate the E^ftates of thofe who 
fliould prelbpe to cenfure his Admmiftration, 
or attempt to redrefs the Calamities of the State ; 
till at laft his tyrannical Proceedings exahaufted 
9II the Patience of the PoUJh Nobility. They fc- 
cretly affembled together, and unanimoufly re- 
folved on th^ Depofition of a Prince, who no 
longer merited that Title. The Choice of ano- 
other Monarch was attended with greater Diffir 
culties, than their Refolution to depofe the Ty- 
rant. The Lords were divided in their Sentir 
inents, and this Contrariety might have been fa- 
^al to the Aflembly, if Stej^hen^ Palatine of Cra- 
cow had not made a lively Reprefentation of the 
panger to which they expofed themfclyes, by 
not agreeing in the Deciuon of an Affair, the 
Succefs of which entirely depended on a fpeedy 
Execution : He propofed , at the fame Time, 
Cafimir Duke of Sandomir^ and drew fuch an en- 
gaging Portrait of this Prince, who wastheyoung- 
cft Son of Bolejlaus III. that he gainM all the Suf- 
frages in his Favour, and Bifhop Gideon was im* 
inediately de|)utetl to make l>im a Render of the 
* Crown, 

Cafimir 
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Cafttnir declined this Honour, at firft, and the 
Severity of his Vertue made hioi apprehenfive of 
ading the Part of an Ufurper, notwithftanding 
the Importunities of all the People, who invit-* 
ed him to the Throne. Vanquimed at lad, by 
their repeated Prayers, he accepted of the.Dig« 
nity they had profer'd him, after a Proteftation, 
that he was not influenced by any Motive of Am- 
bition. He then advanced with his Troops, and 
was received in Cracow , as the Deliverer of Pth 
land. 

Miecjlaus was then abfent, and did not receive any 
Intelligence of his Depofition, till a confiderable 
Time afterwards : but he then employed all his 
EflTorts to raife an Army capable of replacing hinx 
on the Throne. He demanded Troops from the 
Dukes of Bohemia^ Saxony, and Lorrain, but the 
Forces of thefe Princes were engaged elfcwhere* 
Miecjlaus therefore finding himfelf in no Condi* 
tion to hazard a Battle, was obliged to continue 
in a (late of Inaftion, and had even the Mortifi- 
cation to lofe the lower Poland, and Pomerania^ ' 
which had been faithful to him till then. Cafimir^ 
therefore, afcended the Throne, without coding 
Poland one Drop of Blood, in the Accompliih* 
ment of that great Event. 

The Conduft of this Prince juftified the Choice 
of the Nobility, and did not falfify the high Opi» 
nion the People had entertained of his Vertue, 
As foon as he was fettled on the Throne, he turn'd 
his Thoughts to the proper Expedients for cor-r 
refting thofe Abufes, which had been introduced 
by the Male-Adminiftrationof iVff^f/Z^«j, and to re- 
lieve the People from the Calamities under which 
they laboured. All the new Impofts were fup- 
prefled; he likewife order'd a Re examination of 
llic proceedings againft thofe who bad been un^ 

I 4 juftly 
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juftly Gondemncd, and the Informers were fcvcrc- 
ly punifhcd. 

As all chi Peafantry, in general, wcrecruftied by 
the Nobility, Cafimir thought it n^oft expedient 
to redrefs thofe unjuft Vexations, by a general Af- 
fembly, which was accordingly held at Lincici^ 
and at which all the Polijh Biftiops aflifted, with 
their Metropolitan Zazijlam^ Archbiftiop of Gnef^ 
fjay at their Head. Anathemas were thunder'd 
againft thofe who (hduld injurioufly poflfefs them- 
felves of the Effefts of the Peafants, and exaft 
from them fuch Services as they were not obliged 
to render. Care was likewife taken to fecure all 
Ecclcftaftical Properties, by cftablifliing Penalties 
againft thofe who fhould invade them, and who 
Ihould either pillage the Effedls of Bifhops after 
their Death, or authorize Seizures of Church 
Lands. 

The Afts of this Council were tranfmitted to 
Romfy and Cafimir^ in order to add more Autho- 
rity to thefe DeciHons, caufed them to be con- 
firmed by the Pope. 
jUixMdir Alexauder III. was then in the Chair of St. Pe- 
Jji. Pope. ^^^ b^j his Pontificate was not unattended with 
Troubles. The Clergy of Rome rofe againft him 
on the very Day of his Exaltation, and engaged 
two Cardinals to eledt another Pope. OSiavian 
was accordingly chofen, and heaffumedtheName 
pf Tiff or IV. but was rcjefted by all the Weft, 
except the Emperor Frederick, who acknowledg- 
ed this Antipope, and caufed him to be confirm- 
ed in the Council of Pifa. This Scandal conti- 
nued in the Church after the Death oi Vi£lor, and 
Frederick caufed two other Antipopes to be fuc- 
peflively elected. Alexander was obliged to take 
Kefuge in France^ and the Emperor himfelf was 
at laft compelled to fubmit, in a diihonourable 

Manner, 
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Manner, for the Preyemion of a Revolt which 
was forming againft him in Germany^ and he fo- 
lemnly fued for Pardon from the Pope, who 
fet his Foot upon his Neck in the City of Fe- 
nice. The Antipope Calixtus likewifc made his 
Submiffion, and the Schifm came to a final Pe- 
riod in 1 180. Alexander died in 11 82. 

Miecflaus not being able to recover his Domi- 
nions by Force of Arms, had Recourfe to Sup- 
plications. This unfortunate Prince had not on- 
ly loft bis Crown, but likewife his hereditary 
Lands, and was reduced to an extreme Degree 
of Indigence, which more fenfibly aflfedled a de- 
throned King. While he was in this calamitous 
Situation he writ to Cafimir^ who was eafily mo- 
ved by the Prayers of a Brother, who had been 
his Sovereign, and againft whom he had no par- 
ticular Caufe of Complaint. Cajtmir even offer'd 
to refign to him the Throne, and this he would 
certainly have done, if his Intentions had not 
been opposed by all the Nobility, who threatned 
to depofe him, and neither to acknowledge him, 
nor any other Prince. Caftmir^ however, was fo 
touched with Compafiion at the deplorable State 
to which his Brother was reduced, that he left no* 
thing unattempted to relieve him in his Misfor- 
tunes, in which ConduA he difcover'd a Generofity 
very fingular in its Nature, with Refpefl to a rival 
Brother. He even facilitated his Conqueft of 
Gnefna^ and all the Lower P(7/jff^, and furnifhed 
him with the Means of wrefting Part of his Do- 
minions even from himfelf. 

The ambitious Miecflaus was ungrateful and 
perfidious: When he became Matter of Gnefna 
contrary to his Hopes, he extended thefe yet 
£irther, and formed a fecret Confpiracy to feize 
(be Cfpvrn from a Brother, who had, in fome 

Meafqre^^ 
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Mcafure, fhared his Empire with him. His firft 
View was to poflefs himfelf of the Duchies of 
Mazovia^ and Cujavia^ which belonged Co Lecb 
the Son of BoUJlauSj and who bad been configned 
to the Tutelage of Cafimir. Miecjlaus gain'd up- 
on Count Zira^ who had an abfolute Afcendanc 
over the young Prince, and perfuaded him to 
quit the Court of Cafimir^ in order to throw him- 
felf into Gnefna. Lecb comply'd with this Ad- 
vice, which, had it not been for the Moderation 
of Cafimirj would have kindled a civil War; 
but this virtuous Prince facrificed all Refentment 
at his Brother's Condu6k, to the Welfare of the 
State, and contented himfelf with preventing the 
Effefts of thofe fecret Praftices which had been 
imparted to him. Lecb^ who had retired to Mi- 
ecjlaus, was fenfible to what Extremes that Prince 
was capable of being precipitated by his Ambi- 
tion ; fince he already, under a Pretext to pre- 
ferve the Dominions of his Nephew, had feized 
all the Towns in Mazovia and Cujavia^ and pla- 
ced fuch Officers andGarrifons there, as were en- 
tirely at his Devotion. Count Zira^ who was de- 
fpifed the Moment he became no longer ufeful, 
thought himfelf obliged, as well in Intereft as in 
Reputation, to carry off Lecb, and conduft him 
to Caftmir, who rcceiv'd him in a very affcftio- 
nate Manner, and re-eftablifti'd the Authority of 
his Pupil, after he had compelled Miecjlaus to 
evacuate the Places he had ufurped. Lecb died 
foon after thefe Tranfaftions, and appointed Ca^ 
Jimir, the Heir to his Dominions. 

Saladin^ King of S'jrta and Egypt^ having recei- 
ved Intelligence of the Departure of the Cbri- 
ftian Princes, and likewife of the Divifion which 
reigned among thofe who continued at Jerufalcm^ 
befieged that City, and carried it in Fourteen 

DaySj^ 
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Days, in the Reign of Guy of Luftgnan. The 
News of this unfortunate Event cauf^ great E- 
motions in Europe^ and excited all the Kings in 
Chriftendom to a new Crufade, in order to re- 
conquer the Holy City, Perfons of all Ranks 
engaged in this foreign Expedition, and even 
the pooreft contributed to the Expcnce of the 
War, the Succefs of which was, however, con- 
trary to the Hopes that had been entertained 
from fuch extraordinary Preparations: all Church- 
es were taxed to a certain Sum, and that of Pa- 
land diftinguifh'd itfelf in a peculiar Manner by its 
Liberalities. Cardinal Malabranka came into that 
Kingdom to levy the Tenths, and likewife to re- 
form the Clergy. This Species of Tribute, 
which Rm^ exafted, was pundually paid, buc 
the Reformation was more difficult to be ac- 
f:omplifli^d, notwithftanding all the Regulations 
that could be made in that Article. 

The Emperor Frederic was the firft of the Euro- 
fean Princes who arrived in the Eaft^ in Oppofi- 
tion to all the Efforts made by the Greeks to ob- 
ftruft his Paffage ; and he, at firft, obtained very 
confidcrable Advantages over the Enemy, but 
he was unhappily drowned, in a River of Arme- 
nia. This Misfortune might, however, have been 
fcpaired by his Son Frederic^ who had already 
fignaUz'd himfelf in feveral Exploits-, but the 
young Prince was carried off by a contagious 
Diftemper, which deftroy'd a confiderable Part 
of the Cbr'iftian Army. 

The Expedition of Richard King of England^ 
and Philip Augujlus King of France was equally 
unfuccefsful. The Plague made great Devafta- 
tions among the Chrijlian Troops, and their Di- 
vifions compleated their DeftruAion ; by which 
Mcgns, ^11 the Benefit which r^fulted from this 
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EotCfprize, the Ardour of which had anpcopled 
Eunpe^ and impoverifhcd die richeit Churches, 
was a Truce of Three Years, which was obub'd, 
by reftoriog to ScihSiu all the Places that were 
conquered from him. 

Daring the Courfe of thefe Tranfadions , a 
black Coafpiracy was formed in PoLmdy ^ainft 
Cafimir. This Prince was then engaged in a War 
with RMffia^ which he had undertaken with a 
View to re-eftablifli LTtf^iisur in the Duchy of Ha- 
liOj of which he had been divefted by the Hun- 
garians. This Expedition dtfpleafed a great Num- 
ber of the Nobility, whom private Interefts had 
united with the Hungarians^ and who, in order to 
difconcert a ProjeA they difapproved, refoly'd 
to recall Miecjlaus^ and open the Gates of Cracow 
to him. They caufed a Report to' be fpread, 
that Cafifnir had been poifon*d in Rujfia^ and this 
Fainiood facilitated the Admillion of Miecjlaus 
into Cracow^ where he fortify'd himfelf. The 
Citadel, however, made a bold Refiftance, and 
Cajimirj having by his Prefence diflipated the 
Report of his Death, the Confpirators were uni- 
vcrfally oppos'd. The Ufurper was foon obliged 
to have Recourfc to Flight, and was too happy 
in efcaping with Life. All the Forts he had crc- 
^ed immediately furrendred, and his Son Bo- 
UJlaus, to whofc Care he had confided them, fell 
into the Hands of the Conqueror. Cafimir^ even 
on this Occafion, gave the ufual Proofs of his 
Clemency and Moderation. The Prifoners were 
difmiflfed with Ranfom, and even furniflied with 
every Thing neceflary to their Return into their 
Country. The viftorious Cafimir condefcended 
to demand Peace of a rebellious Brother, whom 
fae was in a Condition to have crufhed for ever. 

Tho 
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The laft AAion of this amiable Prince, was 
the Conqueft of Pruffia^ and the Execution of 
his Vengeance for the Death of Duke Henry hb 
Brother. Cajimir died at Craeow , either of an 
apopledic Fit, dr b^ Poifon infufed in a Li- 
quor, which carried him off in a few Hours, a- 
midft a] I his Courtiers. He refufed the Crown 
twice, and was only prevailed upon to accept of 
it for the publick Good. He likewife offer'd to 
refign it, when he imagined that ConduA necef* 
fary to the Welfare of the Republick. He ne- 
ver engaged in any War without an equitable 
Helitation, and always made Prudence the Con- 
comiunt of his Cqurage. All the A&ions of his 
Life were dignify'd by a Grandeur of Soul that 
was far exalted above all Ambition. The full 
Extent of his Genius was neceflfary to preferve 
him from being the Viftim to his own Clemency, 
and the Dupe to his centle Difpofition. He was 
an illuftrious Model ^r good Kings, whofe Duty 
it is to facrifice tbemfelves to the Welfare of their 
People. 

It is difficult to repair the Lofs of fo great a He u roc- 
Prince by a fuitable Succeffor. The Bilhop of^^^*^ 
Cracow appeared at the Head of thofc who were ° ^ 
defirous (h electing Lecb the eldeft Son of Cafimir^ 
to th^ Throne. The tender Age of thi^Prince was 
the only Obftacle to his Elsdion, and he was 
favoured by the generality of the Lords and Peo- 
ple : But it was thought dangerous to confide the 
Adminiftration of that State to the Weaknefs of 
an Infant, or the Ambition of his Tutors^ and as 
much refpe&ed as the Memory of the late King 
was among them, the Apprehenfion of fuch 
Troubles as commonly attend a Minority, pro- 
ved a Motive for the* Exclufion of Lecb. Mi* 
icjiau: tbc Old^ Duke of Lower Poland^ and an- 
other 
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other MiecJlauSj Duke of Oppelen in Sikfia^ and 
Son of Uladiflaus 11. had, each of them, a pow- 
erful Party, who were determined, that either 
one or the other (hould be their Prince. The 
Eloquence of the Bilhop of Crac9w prevailed^ 
and Lecb^ furnam'd the tVhiU^ was eleded and 
crowned: After which, the fame Bi(hop, and 
Count Nicholas Palatine of Cracow^ were confti- 
tuted Tutors to the young Prince. Conradci the 
fecond Son o( Ca/mir^v/?LS declared Duke of Af^- 
zovia^ and Cujaviaf under the Tutelage of the 
fame Lords. 

1195* Miecjlaus the Old^ l¥as lb offended at this t're* 
^'^p' fcrencc, that he immediately armed and march- 
Anns. Theed againft Cracow. Befides the Troops he had 
^xg^M, levied in his own Dominions ; and whofe Num- 
fataitothe ber was confiderable he was likewife accompa^ 
twoPartits.^y,j by Miecjlaus Duke of Oppelen, Jaroflaus 
Duke of BreJlaUi and the Duke of Pomeraniaf 
who came to his Afliftance at the Head of their 
braveft Troops. The Tutors of the young Mo- 
narch were Maftefs of almoft equal Forces to op- 
pofe him ; all the Youth of the Palatinates of 
Cracow, Sandomir, znd Lublini and of the Du- 
chies of Mazovia and Cujavia affembled to aid 
their Prince ; and Part ta RuJJia had taken Arms 
in his Favour. This War, tho* of a fhort Du- 
ration, was very bloody on both Sides, and fo 
great a Slaughter was made in the Battle that 
was fought on the Banks of Mozgawa, that both 
Parties were involvM in the deftruftivc EfFefts^ 
Bolejlaus was flain in the^confufed Havock, and 
bis Father Miecjlaus the Old would likewife havg 
been killed, if he had not difcovered himfelf CO 
a Soldier who was on the Point of ftabbing him, 
and be was even compcU'd to fave himfelf by a 

ihamcful 
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fhaAieful Flight. On the other Side, the Pala-^ 
tine of Ssmbmir was taken Prifoner; Romaic 
Mfeiftawic Duke of VladimiroWj feeing the Ruffi- 
an Troops defeated, had Recourfe to an igno- 
minious Retreat, and both the Armies retired 
in a mutual Panic, to alarm their Country with 
the Terrors that attend a compleat Overthrow. 

Thefe Troubles were no Obftacle to che Re« 
formation of the Clergy. Peier^ Cardinal Dean 
of St. Mary in via kta^ ufually ftyl'd the Car- 
dinal of Capua^ came to Poland in the Quality 
of Legate i latere from Pope Celejiine lU. and 
was received by the Bilhops and Nobility, with 
all the Refpedt that was due to his Merit and 
Dignity. The Priefts had their Concubines at 
that Time •, whofe Children fuccecded their Fa- 
thers, as if they had been legitimate, and this 
fcandalous Proceeding became general in all the 
Churches. The Marriages of the Laity were at- 
tended with Licentioufnels, and the Prefence of 
a Prieft was thought fuperfluous at that Sacra- 
ment. Peter reformed thefe Abufes, re-eftablifh'd 
Difcipline in a State of new Vigour, obliged the 
Priefts to return to their Duty, by infliding Pe- - 
nalties on thofe who married ; he likewife depri- 
ved them of their Concubines, and regulated the 
Forms of Marriage among the Laity. Thefe 
Reformations were accomplifh'd in Poland \ but 
the Priefts proceeded even to Sedition in Bohe- 
mia \ the Cardinal Legate narrowly efcaped being 
torn in Pieces by thefe furious Ecclcfiaftics ; and 
Henry Bilhop of Prague^ and Duke of Bohemia^ 
was obliged to employ Force and VioJcnce to 
bring them into Subjcdlion. 

Miecfiaut the Old had been compelled to conti- 
nue quiet ever fi nee the Battle of Mozgaway but 
having, at laft, found Means to raife a Body of 

new 
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new Troops, his Ambition was foon re-kindled, 
and he prepared anew for War. The Province of 
Cujavia^ which bordered on his Dominions, fecmM 
to him a very commodious Traft of Territories, 
and that alone was a fuflicient Inducement to him 
to enter it with an Army. Every Place where 
he came fubmitted to him; and the Difagree- 
ments, which had arifen between the Palatinates 
of Cracow and Sandomir^ proved favourable to his 
Ufurpation. 

He was fo far from being fatisfyM with this 
firft Advantage, that he immediarcly form'd a 
Defign to make himfelf Mafter of Cracow^ and 
the Throne icfelf, and as he had never fucceeded 
by open Force, he turned his Thoughts to Ar- 
tifice: In Confequence of which, his firft Endea- 
vour was to corrupt the Fidelity of the Tutors 
of the Duke oi Poland % but when he found them 
inflexible, and utterly averfe to the leaft Ap- 
pearance of Difloyalty, he addreffcd himfelf even 
to the Mother of the young Prince. 

He promifed her to adopt Lecb and Conrade\ 
to furrendcr Cujavia to them, and to declare them 
Heirs to his Dominions, if fhe would permit him 
to refume the Crown, which belonged to him, 
and which his Age would render him incapable 
of wearing for any Length of Time. The Du- 
chefs accepted of his Conditions, notwithftand- 
ing the Remonftrances of the principal Nobility, 
and Miecjlaus obtain'd Poffeffion of the City of 
Cracow^ after he had taken a folemn Oath for 
the Execution of his Promifes. 

No Confidence ought to be placed in the 
Words of a Prince who had receded from them 
fo often, and who was influenced by no other 
Law, than his Intereft and Ambition. When he 
had once obtained what he demanded, he no 

longer 



Revotatiom p/* Poland. no 

longer thought of the Engagements he had con- 
tracted, and his only V'iew was to fecure himfelf 
on a Throo€ which he intended fhould be inhe- 
rited by his Children, in Prejudice to his Ne- 
phews; but all his Artifice was ineffeAual, and 
Means were found to punifh his Perfidy, and 
prevent the Accomplilhment of hfis pernicious 
Defigns. 

The Duchefs growing fenfiblc (he had beert 
decdved, employed all her Efforts to retrieve the 
Mifcondufl: into which (he had been betray'd, 
by too much Credulity, Miecjlaus had rendered 
bimfetf perfedtly odious; but the Children of 
Cafimir were beloved by the People, and a few 
Meafures taken in their Favour were fuflicieftt to 
excite a general InrurreAion4 The Ufurper was 
db*iven out in a (hameful Manner, and Compelled 
to abandon Cracow ', but he entered it again in a 
ihortTime, and this artful and incrieguing Prince 
had Recourfe to another Stratagem which proved 
fuccefsful. He found Means to blacken the Pa« 
latine of Cracow with the Calumnies he publifhed 
^gainft him, and the Duchefs fuffering herfelf to 
be prejudiced againft that Nobleman, was deaf 
CO all that could be alledgM in his Ju(li(ication« 
This Condud obliged him to throw himfelf intd 
the Arms of Miecjlaus^ who received him in the 
moft fevourable Manner; in Confequcnce of 
which, the Palatine foon employed all his Friends 
to promote the Intereft of his new Maftcr, and 
he introduced Miecjlaus into Cracow^ by Means 
oF the Intelligence he maintained there. 

This Prince did not long enjoy the Advanta- 
ges of his Conqueft, for he died foon after, and 
his Son Uladijlaus was elcftcd by the Credit of 
the fame Palatine, 

K Afcei^ 
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1306- After their Death, Poland unanimoufly acknow- 
I^nofThe Icdged Leek thelVbite for their Prince; in whofe 
tartars. Rcign, the Tartars^ who 'till then were a Nation 
little known in Poland^ and whofe Cruelty and In- 
roads diflFufed Terror through the moft potent 
Kingdoms in the North; we fay the Tir/<jrj invad- 
ed Poland^ and obtained a great Vidory, tho* the 
Poles were affiftcd by the Ruffians. Some Years 
after this Defeat, Poland was delug'd by immo- 
derate Rains : The Corn, and all other Species 
of Grain, together with the Forage and Fruits 
were laid under Water. A Famine foon follow'd, 

• and the Calamities of that Country were com- 
pleated by a dreadful Winter. The Fertility of 
the Soil was exhaufted, and a univerfal Sterility 
prevaird for Three fuccefTive Years, which redu- 
ced that once populous Country to a difmal So- 
litude. 

If the Reign of Leek was unfortunate, the 
Manner of his Death was altogether as deplore- 
ab!e. Suantopelk Palatine of Pomerania^ a Man of 
a perfidious Difpofition, and render'd arrogant 
by his Riches ; fo that he was capable of forming 
any Attempt; to raife himfcif to a more exalted 
Degree of Power, concerted a horrid Defign to 
facrifice his Mailer to his own Ambition and For- 
tune. He at firft demanded the Title of Duke 

• of Pornerania^ and to hold that Province by Fe- 

• airy and Homage; but upon theRefufal of Leek^ 
he himfelf affumed that Quality, and difcontinued 
the Tribute, which was ufually paid to the Prince 
of Poland^ by the Pomeranians. 

Upon the firft Intelligence of this Revolt, 
Henry the Beardedy Duke of Silefia^ and Conrade 
Duke of Mazovia hiften'd to the Afliftance of 
Leck^ who had already raifed a Body of Troops; 

but 
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but thofe Princes did noc chink ic expedient to 
cenie immediately to an open War : They em- 
ployed therefore the fame Stratagems againft the 
Traitor, as he had praftifed himfelf, and endea- 
voured to draw him to a Conference, at which 
they intended to feize him. 

Suamofelk had too much to fear, and was like- 
wife too prudent to be mifled by this falfe Glim- 
mer of an Accommodation: He therefore pre- 
vented the Danger, and had the Dexterity to al- 
lure the Polijh Princes into the Snare they had 
prepared for him. Uladi/laus^ Duke of Great Po- 
land^ became a fecret Confederate with Suantopelk^ 
and having alfo flatter'd himfelf with the Hopes 
of a Crown, which he faw was on the Point of be- 
ing wrefted from Leck^ he facilitated the Rebel's 
Acquifition of all the Places that were adjacent 
to that where the Conference was to be held, and 
he there concealed a great Body of refolute 
Troops. 

Leck^ Henrj the Bearded^ and Uladtjlaus him- 
felf, came thirher with an Intention to feize Suan^ 
lopelkt but as he had been informed of all their 
Proceedings, he made his Appearance at the 
Head of a Body of good Troops. He found the 
Polijh Forces in Dilordcr, upon which he made a 
great Slaughter among them, and penetrated to 
the Quarter of the Princes, who were then bach- 
ing themfcJves. Leek, being difarmed^ and al- 
moft naked ; immediately betook himfelf to Flight, 
with a fmall Party of faithful Soldiers ; but he was 
overtaken by Suantopelk^ who caufed him to be 
maflacred upon the Spot. Henr'j was not fo un- 
fortunate, but being furprifed in the Bath, with- 
out any Guards to defend Jiim, and being in no 
Condition to attempt the Defenfive, he had al- 
ready received fcvcral Wounds, when a Soldier, 
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touched with Compaflion, at the Sight of his ex« 

{)iring Prince, employ'd fome Efforts in bis De* 
ence ; drove away the Aflaffins, and covered Hen^ 
ry^ with his own Body ; but he foon funk down 
himfelf, entirely deftitute of Strength, and after 
he had loft all his Blood. They were both 
thought to be dead, and owed their Lives to 
nothing but the falfe Report of their having loft 
them. 

This firft Calamity was followed by Troubles 
that were ftill more fatal. Conrade^ the Brother 
of the late Duke, and Henry of Silejia^ formed 
Pretentions to the Throne, and demanded the 
Tutelage of Leek. Conrade being weakened by 
the LoU of two Rattles, was obliged to retire in- 
to his own Dominions. Henry having made him- 
felf Matter of Cracow^ had no Apprehcnfions of 
any Expulfion from thence, and he was induced, 
by the imprudent Confidence he repofed in the 
Inhabitants, to difband his own Troops, and 
to fend the Silefians into their own Country. Co/i- 
r^ advanced, by fecrct Marches, to Cracow^ 
with a Detachment of his beft Troops ; enter'd 
the Place, and caufed his Competitor to be feiz- 
cd. 

The Son of Henry foon appeared at the Head 
of a numerous Army, to revenge the Treatment 
his Father had received, and he threatend to ra- 
vage Mazovia^ and Cujavia^ unlefs that Prmce 
were rcftored to his Liberty. The Animofities 
of the two Parties created Apprehenfions of a 
long and cruel War, and the Poles were preparing 
for their mutual Deftru£l;ion, when a Prmcefs, 
whofe Memory has been confecrated by the 
Church, had the Prudence to extinguifh a Flame, 
that would otherwife have confumed the whole 
Kingdom. Hedwig^ the Confortof Henry of Si- 

lefta^ 
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Ma^ was the happy Mtdiacrix, who brought thcfe 
dangerous DiviGons to a Period, and gave Peace 
to Poland. Henry dcfifted from his Pretenfions 
to the Crown, ^nd Conrade was univerfally ac- 
knowledged. 

^^irry however, within the Space of a few Years, 
cither in Confequencc of Conrade'% Weaknefs, or 
a voluntary Abdication, affumed the Title of 
Prince of Poland^ and retained it to his Death, 
RactCenrade was in no Condition to conteft thac 
Quality with him. 

Poland was then divided into different Princi- 
palities, that were almoft independent of each o-* 
ther. The Perfon who was Matter of Cracow y 
had indeed been confidered as Monarch, and had 
the Title of Sovereign ; but the other Dukes, 
who were his Inferiors in Dignity, frequently con- 
temned the Orders of a Prince, lefs potent than 
themfelves, and maintained a War in thofe Do- 
minions, that was almoft perpetual. The feveral 
Parts therefore of the State, being difconcerted 
and feparated from each other, were able to concur 
but weakly for the common Welfare of the Re- 
publick, and while this fatal DiviGon fubfifted, 
the Forces and Splendor of a Monarchy that was 
once fo potent, were continually diminifhed. 

The Tartars^ who are a Nation equally fierce 
and warlike, improved this Weaknefs to their 
own Advantage, and after they had paft the Ta- 
naiSy the Volga^ and the Borifthenes^ and ravaged 
all Ruffia\ Balby their Cham, entered Poland^ and 
facked, in the firft Expedition, the Cities of Lub- 
lin^ and Zawichofty with their Territories. He re- 
turned in the Winter Seafon of the fame Year, 
and marched over the Ice of the Borijlbenes. San- 
domir^ a rich City, became a Prey to the Tartars^ 
and was carried by Aflault, after it had fuftain'd 
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a Siege to no Effeft. After which the Barbarians 
rendered ic a Scene of Cruelty and Debaucheries. 
Vifliczay and fomc other Cides, werefacked with 
the fame Fury. 

They then advanced towards Craccw, and were 
already encamped at Polani*z^ when Uladomir^ 
the Palatine of that Province attacked them con- 
trary to their Expcftatidns. This brave Man had 
but a few Troops, but his Courage and Experi- 
ence proved as important to him as a great Body 
of Forces. Amidft the firft Surprife of his At- 
tack, he made a great Slaughter of the Tartars^ 
and the Country they came to ravage, would 
have proved their Grave, if the PoUft) Soldiers 
had been lefs defirous of Booty : but they were too 
precipitated in their InvaHon of the Baggage, and 
that fhort Relaxation from the Aflault difcover'd 
their inconfiderable Numbers. 

When Bath had made that Obfervation, he 
rallied fome of the fhatter*d Remains of his dif- 
perfed Troops, and after he had formed them 
into a Squadron, he immediately fell upon the 
Poles^ who were obliged, in their Turn, to have 
Recourfe to Flight. 

The Barbarians J had, however, received fo 
confiderable a Check, and their wounded Men 
were fo numerous, that their Apprehenfions of a 
fecond Attack obliged them to retire. They ar- 
rived, by long Marches, at the FoTc&.of Siremcchj 
where they halted for fomc Time, to rcfrelh thtm- 
felves, after the Fatigues they bad fuftain'd, and 
with a Perfuafion that they fhould be purfued. 

They returned, foon after, with a new Army ; 
and Kaidan^ one of their Chiefs, advanced into 
the Palatinate of Lencici^ and likewifc into Cuja- 
via^ which he ravaged. Baib continued his Pro- 
grefs into the Palatinate of Cracozi^ and maffa- 
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cred the Inhabicants with the utmoft Barbarity. 
The moft tender Infancy, and the weakeft old 
Age, were Viftims to the Tartarian Rage, and 
neither Sex, nor Quality, nor any other Circum- 
ftance could foften the Hearts of thofe Barba- 
rians with the leaft Imprefijons of Pity. They 
had loaded themfelves with Spoils, and were 
retiring into Ruffia^ when the fame Ulndomir^ 
whom we lately mentioned, attended by Clement^ 
Caftellan of Cracow^ the Palatine Pacojlaus^ and 
James Racziborowicz^ Caftellan of Sandomir^ had 
Refolution enough to attack them with an ine- 

?ua!ity of Troops. Vidtory declared, at firft, in 
avour of the Chriftian Army, and Part of the 
Tartars were put to Flight ; but their Body of Re- 
fcrVe renewed the Battle, to their Advantage, and 
made fuch a vigorous Attack on the Poles who were 
(hen fatigued, that they were entirely defeated. 

This fatal Battle weakened and intimidated the 
Poles : their Princes retired into Hungary : the 
People and the Peafants fought for an Afylum 
in Places that were impenitrable, and amidft the 
Solitude of Forrefts and Mountains. Cracow^ be- 
ing open on every Quarter, and entirely dc- 
fencclelfi, was plundered and burnt ; and Bre- 
Jlau foon after fuftain'd the fame Calamity. 

Moravia and Hungary became the next bloody 
Theatre of the Tartarian Fury. Their Arms 
were irrefiftable ; Yau^ Bela was defeated, and 
obliged to retire into /lujiriaj with his Nephew Car- 
loman : Th^ City of Pe/lb was carried by Aflaulc , 
and above looooo Perfons were flaughter'd in 
that Place, 

The Tir/tfn having made themfelves Maflers 
of all the Country, fixed their Camp between 
Gran 9 and Javarin^ in Hungary^ from whence 
they frequently douched confiderablc Parties, 
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who extended themfelves on all Sides. One of 
thcfc Detachments furprized Cracow a fecond 
Time, and made a greater iSlaughtcr than before. 

During the Courfe of thefc Devaftations, B(h 
kjlaus^ lurnamed the Chajle^ the Son of Duke 
Henn^ had been elefled Prince of Poland. Con- 
rad€ his Uncle was eicafperated at that Prefe- 
rence, and endeavoured to avenge himfelf. He 
was aided by Suantopclk Duke of Pomerania^ and 
took the Field, at a Time when the Flames that 
the Tartars had kincjled, were not extinguiflied. 
The Ruins of Cracoiv were ftill fmoaking ; Bo^ 
IJIaus was in Hungary^ and that unfortunate City 
had neither Inhabitants nor any Chiefl 

Amidft thcfe Conjundkures, Conrade caufed 
himfelf to be acknowledged, andeafily madt him- 
felf Mailer of the Duchies of Cracow^ and Sando- 
mir^ but did not enjoy them for any Length of 
Time. He abufed his Authority, and harrafled 
his Subjedls with immoderate Impofls. He was 
induced, by an unjuft Caprice, to confer the Offi- 
ces of the State, without any Regard either to 
Merit, or Birth ; by which Means he equally if- 
ritated the Nobility, and the Peafants. Depu- 
ties were privately difpatched to BoleJlauSy to re- 
prefcnt to him the Complaints of the Poles^ and 
lo engage his Affiftance. He at laft appeared, 
after fome Delays, and the Gates of Cracow were 
immediately open'd to him. 

Conrade^ who was then in Mazovia^ haften'd to 
oppofe the Progrefs of his Enemy, but was in- 
capable of regaining Cracow. He therefore re- 
tired, with an Intention to return with a more 
numerous Army ; and he accordingly appeared 
theenfuing Year, accompanied with a great Body 
of Utbuanians^ and other Foreigners : but all his 
Efforts were inefftiftua), fqr he was deficaced near 
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Socbodol^ and was compelled to have Recourfe to 
an ignominious Flight. This Lofs, however, did 
not entirely deje£k him, and during the Remain- 
der of his Life, he continually harraflfed Bolejlaus^ 
who fupported himfelf on the Throne, notwith- 
ftanding fome unfavourable Turns of Fortune. 

He reigned thirty feven Years. The pcrpe- »«79' 
tual Concinency he obfcrved, tho* he was mar-2f5J^^ 
ried ; his Liberality to the Priefts and Monks ; HitChmc- 
the Privileges he granted them , and the Num-*^* 
ber of Monafteries that were founded by him, 
have procured him the Praifcs of the ecclefi- 
aftic Hiftorians. But he was better formed for a 
Cloifter than a Throne. He frequently abandon- 
ed his People, and fled at the firft Approach of 
the Tartars ^ without daring to attack them. 
His Genius was too contracted and weak, to en- 
able him to govern by himfelf, and he refigned 
bimfcif to unworthy Minifters, who abufcd his 
eafy Difpoficion, and made his Name fubfcrvi- 
ent to their unjuft Meafures, whilft the Hatred 
rhfy created was perpetually levelled at the Prince. 
While the Clergy, who were opulent and undif- 
turbed in their Poffeirions, derived Advantages 
from the Weaknefs of Bolejlaus^ and whilft Rome^ 
who enriched herfelf, by the exorbitant Tenths 
fhe exafted, made a pompous Elogium on the pi- 
pus Prodigality of this Prince; the Poles ^ who 
were crulhed under a Weight of Imports, open- 
ly accufed him of Avarice, and his Diffipation of 
the public Wealth. 

As he had no Children, and had voluntarily 
renounced the Name of a Father, he adopted 
Lefzko^ or Leck^ furnamed the Blacky Duke of 
Cujavia. When Bolejlaus was dead, the Palati- 
fifitcs of CracoWy and Sandomir^ acknowlcdgedX^ri', 

as 
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as well on Account of his Adopcion, as becaufe he 
was nearly related to the late Duke. 

s»so. The Reign of this Prince was one continued 
***** Scene of War. He had fcarce afccnded the 
Throne, before he was attacked by a Confede- 
rate Army of Ruffians^ Tartars^ and Lithuanians^ 
whom he defeated \ but while he was engaged in 
this Expedition, Sandomir revolted, and Conrade 
/'. Duke of Mazovia^ made himfelf Mafter of all the 
Places in that Palatinate. 

The Revolt became general in the Space of a 
few Years ; and the Bifhop, the Staroft, and the 
Palatine of Sandomir ^ in Conjundion with all the 
principal Nobilky, invited the Duke of Miz^/a, 
a fecond Time, into their Country. He ac- 
cordingly made an expeditious March thither, at 
the Head of a great Army, and received Oaths 
of Allegiance from the DifafFeded. Every Place 
fubmittcd to him, except the Cky of Cracow^ 
which continued faithful to its Prince, who, amidft 
his Apprehenfions of a Siege and his Inability to 
fuftain it, retired into Hungary^ to apply for Suc^ 
cours from King Uladtjlaus. 

The Fortitude and Loyalty of the Inhabitants 
of Cracow^ were not to be fhakcn. They, at 
firft, abandoned the City to the Enemy, becaufe 
they were in no Condition to defend it, but they 
continued invincible in their Citadel. But while 
the Siege was drawn out into a Length of Time, 
the Hungarians advanced to relieve the Place; 
Conrade was defeated, the fecond of Auguft^ and 
afterwards fled into Mazovia^ where he ended 
his Days. 

Leek was fucceeded by Henry Duke of BreJlaUj 
furnamed The Good^ the Nobility of the Palati- 
nates of Cracow^ Sandomir^ and Lftblin^ had, at 

firft, 
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drft, t\t&td Boleflaus Duke of Mazovia^ hut Hen- 
ry having been invited by the Citizens of Cracow^ 
advanced thither, with an Army, and made him- 
felf Mafter of it ; after which Succcfs, his Compe- 
titor no longer prefumed to oppofe him, but im« 
mediately retired. 

Some Time after thefe Tranfadions, Henry was ti^m. 
oppofed by another Adverfary, more potent than 
the former Ladijlaus LokUk^ Duke of Cujavia^ 
and Siradia^ gain'd all the Nobility of Great Po- 
land and Pamerania^ over to his Intereft, and then 
caufed himfelf to be eledbed. His Right was 
founded on his Birth, and if the Succefllon to the 
Polijb Throne had been fixed by Degrees of Pa- 
rentage, be would have been the undoubted Heir 
of the Jatc Duke. Fortune feem*d, at firft, to 
favour his Arms ; he obtained a Viftory in 5';/^- 
fia \ made himfelf Mafter of the City and Citadel 
of Cracow 5 but the Sequel of the War did not 
correfpond with the firft Succefs. Henry aflVm- 
bled new Troops, advanced, by private March- 
es, to Cracow^ and entered it, in Confequcnce of 
the Intelligence he had maintained in that Place : 
His Competitor being furprized in this Manner, 
and in no Condition to defend himfelf, betook 
himfelf to Flight, and abandoned the Towns to 
Henry. 

Henry^ however, did not long enjoy that Ac- 
quifition ; for he died at Brejlau^ and was thought 
to have been poifoned by fome SiUfian Lords. 
As he had not any Children, he bequeathed his 
Duchies pf Cracow^ and Sandomlr^ to Pretnijlaus^ 
Duke of Great Poland \ but Ladijlaus Lcklek, who 
had already difputed the Crown with the late 
Duke, made himfelf Mafter of Sandomir^ and ex- 
tended his Views to Cracow^ 

Oil 
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On the other Hand, Gripbina^ the Widow of 
Leek the Black, being exafpcrated to behold her- 
felf divefted of the Territories that had been con- 
figned to her for her Dowry, entered into a Tttz- 
ty mth fTenceJlauSf Vuktof Bohemia^ znd redgned 
to him all her Rights. This Prince marched into 
Poland^ feized Cracow^ and expelled Premijlaus^ 
who wanted Courage to attack him. 

Wencefiam^ was elated at this Succefs, and ad- 
vanced againfl: Ladijlaus Loklek^ who defeated him, 
and recovered all the Places that had been con- 
quered by the Bohemians^ except Cracow. IVen^ 
tejlaus^ notwithftanding this Overthrow, always 
retained the Title of UJAike of Sandomir and Cra- 
cow. Some Authors have ranked him among the 
Dukes oiPolandj and pretend that he caufed Pre- 
miflaus to be aflfai&nated, before he divefted him 
of his Principality. 
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TH E Republick of Poland^ which was 
once in fuch a flourifhing State, loft 
all its Splendour, ever fince the Court 
of R(me bad divefted it of the Title 
of a Kingdom. Prujfia^ Silefia^ Pomeranian Sax^ 
ony and RuJ/ia^ which were the Conauefts of the 
firft Monarchs of Poland^ had Ihaken off the 
Yoke, and fecured their Independency, by long 
PoirefTion. The Body it felf of this ancient King* 
dom, was reduced to a melancholy Situation, 
and fupported it felf with great Difficulty ; For as 

it 
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it was divided into fcveral Principalities, whofc 
Dukes had different Interefts to purfue, it was ex- 
bauftcd of its Force, and always a Prey cither to 
a domeftic, or a foreign Foe. 

After a Series of Wars, and other Calamities 
had raged for the Space of Two Centuries, the 
Poles began to be, at laft, fenfibic of their 
juft Prerogatives, and formed a Refolution to 
eled a King^^ who (hould be in a Condition to 
re«unite the divided Members of the State, and 
to re-animate that ancient Body, which was once 
fo formidable. Premijlaus Duke of Pofnanta^ the 
Son of that other Premijlaus^ who had been driv- 
en out of Poland by JVenceJlaus Duke of Bohemia^ 
formed and condufted this great Projeft. He was 
advanced to Years of Maturity, and his Prudence 
was equal to his Valour. His Pomeranian Do- 
minions furnifhed him with Troops, and he was 
likewife fupported by his Unckle the Duke of 
Califz, The Palatinates ofCracovia and Sandcmir 
groan*d under the Weight of the Bohemian Yoke, 
and were eafily prevailed upon to declare in Fa- 
vour of a Prince of their own Nation, and a Son 
of their ancient Duke. 

i2f 5. Premijlaus^ the third of that Name, was accord- 
ingly elefted King of Poland^ and the Solemnity 
of his Coronation was performed at Gnefna^ the 
^Venty Sixth of June^ by James Swinka Arch- 
bifhop of that City, in the Prefence of the Bi- 
fhops of Pojnaniay Brejlau^ Plojko and Lublin^ and 
of a great Number of Gentlemen. The Bifhops 
of Cracow^ and Brejlau^ together with the Nobi- 
lity of thofe Palatinates fent Deputies to affift ac 
that Ceremonial. 

Poland had conceived the greateft Hopes of 
^Uiis Fringe, and he aire? ' ' n to devote his 
''• Allen- 
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Attention to the Welfare of his People, when 
they were deprived of him by a violent Death. 
Olbo the tall^ together with another Otbo^ and 
Jotm Marquifs of Brandenburg^ who were appre- 
henfive that Premiflaus would compel them to a 
Refticution of the Territories they had ufurped 
ftotnPoland^ a0a(finated Premiflaus at Rogoznoy after 
be had reigned Six Months and Eleven Days. 
The Condu6t he purfued in fo ihort a Reign, was 
afufficient Indication of his extraordinary Cou- 
rage, and likewife of the happy Meafure s he would 
have concerted for the Welfare of Poland^ had 
he enjoyed a longer Life. 

The Poles fubftituted in his Room, Ladijkus '«^ 
Loklek^ Duke of Cujavia^ who had already made 
fo many unfuccefsful Efforts toafcend the Throne : 
but as H^encejlaus of Bohemia^ pofiefled the Pala« 
tinates of Sandomir^ and Sirad^ he deferred his 
Coronation, and only affumed the Title of Duke, 
and Heir to the Kingdom of Poland^ but he did 
not long continue in the peaceable PofTcflion of 
his Dignity. 

Before the Commencement of his Reign, he 
feemed to merit a Throne, but he no fooner ob- 
tained it, than his Indolence and Debaucheries 
rendered ^im unworthy to epjoy it. The Nobi- 
lity aflembled at Pofnaniay in order to depofe a 
Prince whofe ConduA was prejudicial to the 
State, and to eleft a worthier Perfon. The Nati- 
onal Choice was determined, by political Mo- 
tives, in Favour of Wencejlaus of Bobemia^ who 
' pofTeflfed the Duchies of Cracovia and Sandomir^ 
by Vert ue of the ReHgnation of thofc Territo- 
ries to him by Griffina^ the Widow of Duke 
Leclu 

The 
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The Deputies of the Diet prefehted him, at 
Prague^ with the Decretal for his Eledtion, and 
intimated to him, that it would be his Imereft 
to efpoufe Elizabeth^ the Daughter of the late 
King PremiJIaus^ in order to obtain the Affieftioa 
of the Poles. 

Upon his Arrival in Poland^ he was crown'd 
at Gnefna^ with the uiual Ceremonies, and fome 
Time after he efpoufed the Princefs Royal. His 
Competitor was unable to oppofe him ; Ladijlaus 
was driven out of Poland^ and even divefted of 
his patrimonial Dominions. 

The unfortunate Ladifiaui retired, at firft, into 
Hungary^ and being ftill apprchenfive of falling 
into the -Hands of his Enemy, he went to feek 
an Afylum at Rinne. But Fortune at laft ceafed 
to pcrfecute him, after the Death oi IVenceflaus : 
he then returned into Poland^ drove out the Bo^ 
bmiansy and reafcended the Throne : And iho' 
the greateft Part of the Nobility had taken the 
Oath of Allegiance to him, yei the Palatinates of 
Pofnania^ and Cdifz^ eleaecl Henry Duke of Glo- 
l^w, who aflumed the Quality of Heir to the 
Kingdom, and kept in SubjeAion to him, during 
his Life, that Part of Poland vv^hich had acknow- 
ledged him for its Sovereign. 

t%io. Ladtjlaus was not crowned, nor did he aflume 
the Title of King, till a confiderable Time after 
his Election. This Ceremonial was performed 
at CracoWj which has ever fince been the Place 
where the Coronation of the Kings has been fo- 
lemnized, notwithftanding the Protefts made by 
the Archbifhop of Gnefna^ againft that Proceed- 
ing. 

This Prince was always at War with the Knights 
of the Teutonic Order, on the Account of Po- 

merania^ 
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meraniaj which they had conquered. This Order The on^* 
was inftiruccd amidft the tumultuous ExpeditionsTeo^nic 
of the Chriftian Princes, for the Conqucft of the^"*«* 
holy Laad. A Set of German Pilgrinis were the 
Founders of it, and they made it one of their firft 
Duties, to relieve the Poor and the Sick. Bald- 
w/r, King ofjerufalem^ perceiving the advantage- 
ous EffeAs of this Inftitucion, ercded an Holpi- 
pital in the City of Acra^ and configned the Re- 
gulation of it to the Fraternity of the Teutonic 
Order ; whofe Inftitution was foon after approved 
by Clement III. They were diftinguifhed by a 
black Crofs on a white Scapulary, and were or- 
dered to be conformable to the Difcipline of St. 
Auguftin. 

The difintercfted Zeal and Regularity of this 
new Order, procured them the Veneration of the 
People, and the Protedlion of Kings ; but their 
Opulence and Prerogatives foon clouded the 
original Vertues, which had (hone in the Infancy 
of this Order. The Teutonic Knights having 
been driven out of the holy Land, the Emperor 
Frederick 11. and Conrade Duke of Mazovia made 
them a Donation of Prujfia^ and the Territory 
of Culm, of which they took Poflcflion^ and cljaf- 
cd away the Idolaters, by the Aid of the Poles. 

As foon as they became Sovereigns, they were 
only folicitous to extend the Limits of their Prin- 
cipality. Pomerania had been the Objeft of the 
Ambition of their Grand Matters ; who at laft 
poflefled chemfclves of it, and in order to fecure 
their Ufurpation, they engaged in a long ancj 
bloody War againft their ancient Friends itve Pcles^ 
to whom they owed their firft Eftablrfliment in 
Prujfia. 

In the Year 13 lo, the Grand Mafter befieged 
DantziCy and cntcr'd it, in Confequencc of the 

L Corre- 
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Correfpondence he had maintain'd in the Place. 
His Troops made a dreadful Maflacre, in which 
the principal Nobility of Pomerania weredeftroy- 
ed. The other Cities were ftruck with fuch a 
Conftcrnation at the Fate of their Capital, that 
they made no Refillance, but open'd their Gates 
to the Conquerors, who had rendered themfelves 
fo formidable. 

Conferences were held, the following Year, in 
order to a Pacification, but chey all proved in- 
efFeftual , and the Knights devoted their whole 
Endeavours to fecure themfelves in their Ufurpa- 
tions. 

In order to colour their Proceedings with fome 
plaufibic Appearance, they purchafed the Rights 
of fValdemar^ Marquifs oi Brandenburg^ who re- 
figncd to them all his Pretenfions, whether well 
or ill founded. The Knights, having obtained 
this apparent Title, defpifed the Thunders of 
the Court of Rome^ which launched out vain Ana- 
themas, in order to compel them to a Reftituti- 
on of Pomerania^ and they fupported themfelves 
in the Pofleflion of that Province, to the Year 
1466. 

Ladijl'jus^ before he had Recourfe to Arms, to 
difpofliefsthcfe Ufurpers, addreffed himfelf to the 
Sovereign Pontiff, who was thefuperior of the Or- 
der. Cbment V. was then at Avignon^ and he grant- 
ed the Poles a favourable Brief, and appointed 
Commiffaries to take an Account of the Barba- 
rities and Invafions of the Teutonic Knights. 

The Execution of this Brief having been neg- 
lected, John XXII. who fucceeded Clement^ di- 
refted a fecond to the Archbifhop of Gnefnay the 
Biihop of Pojnanxay and the Abbot of Mogilnoy 
authorizing them to proceed againft the Grand 
iVIafter, and the Knights of the Teutonic Order, 

and 
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and to compel them, by ecclefiaftic Cenfures, in 
Conjunftion with the fccular Arm, to a Reditu- 
tion of Pomerama^ if it could be proved that they 
had illegally poffeflcd themfelves of chat Pro- 
vince. 

The Commiflaries of the holy See proceeded 
to the Execution of this Brief, and pronounced 
a definitive Sentence againfl the Knights, not* 
withftanding their Appeal to the Court of Rome^ 
The Order having refufed to acquiefce with this 
Sentence, the Commiflaries launched out an In- 
terdi<a againft all thofe Places where the Grand 
Matter and the Commanders refided, and they 
were even pulickly excommunicated, in all the 
Provinces of Poland. 

Some Years after this Proceeding, Ladijlaus had »3»«- 
rccourfe to Thunders that were more cfFeftual. He '^* ' 
marched into Brandenburg^ and ravaged the Ter- 
ritories of the Marquifs IValdemarj who had re- 
figned Pomerania to the Knights: He likewife 
deftroyed the Territories of Culm with Fire and 
Sword •, and the Duke of Mazovia having joined 
himfelf to the Knights, in order to oppofe him 
in his Retreat, Ladijlaus obtainM a compleat Vic- 
tory over them. 

A fecond Expedition proved ftill more fatal 
to the Teutonic Order. Ladijlaus^ whofe Troops 
were augmented by the Hungarians^ and Lithu- 
anians^ who came to his Afliftance, enter'd Prujfta^ 
difperfed the Enemies Forces, and penetrated, 
with Impunity, through all the Country. He 
then ought to have improved the Weaknefs into 
which the Knights were funk, and to have re- 
duced them to the laft Extremities : inftead of 
which, he fufFerM himfelf to be prevailed upon 
by their feigned Submiflaons, and accepted 
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the Mediation of the Kings of //ier;igary and fioi^- 
mia^ oniht A.xtic\t of Pomerania: In Confequence 
of which, the Knights, when the Danger wats 
once over, entirely difregarded the Execution of 
their Promifcs. 

Their Perfidy, however, did not remain un- 
puniflied. Ladijlaus dcfc^ttd them, foon after, 
and cover'd the Field of Battle with 4000 Knights, 
and 40000 of their Soldiers. 

This Viftory prefented him with a fecond Op* 
portunity of entirely exterminating thefc ambi- 
tious Knights from Prujfta^ but the King, upon 
their Offers to reftore all the Places they had feiz- 
ed, was fo tra£table as to grant them a Truce, 
during the Continuance of which, they were fo 
far from thinking of the Reftitution they had pro- 
mifed, that they employed their whole Endea- 
vours, to repair their Loffcs, and profecute the 
War. 
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Ladijlaus^ after the Glory hft had acquired by 
tbefe Exploits, died at Cracow the fecond of 
March, As he pretended to be the Heir of Leek 
the Black, he contefted the Crown with Henry 
the Good, and with Premijlaus II. During the 
Reign of the famous Premijlaus III. he always re- 
tained the Duchy of Cujavia^ and fome other con- 
(iderablc Principalities, and after the Death of 
that Prince he was advanced by the unanimous 
Suffrages of the Nation, to the Throne which he 
feem'd to merit, but of which his Condu6t foon 
caufed him to be deprived. He was, according- 
ly depofed, and ff^enceJlausKmgof Bohemia^ whom 
the Poles had oppofed againft him, reduced him 
to the moft calamitous Extremities. He became 
a Wanderer and a Vagabond for fome Time, but 
his Misfortunes were advantageous to him, and 

he 
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he derived Inftruft ions from his Advcrfity. When 
he reafccndcd the Throne, from whence the Bo- 
bemians had chafed hinn, he maintained himfelf in 
that Dignity, by the Vertues he had acquired in 
the Courfe of his Misfortunes. He fupportcd the 
Rights of his Kingdom, and obtained great Vic- 
tories : In a Word, he would have been a com- 
■ pleat General had he known how to improve the 
Advant^es of his Conquefts, as efFedtually as he 
was capable of obtaining them. 

A few Moments before his Death, he fent for 
the principal Nobility, and the great Officers 
of the Crown, into his Apartment, and recom- 
mended to them his Son Cajimir. After which he 
addrefled his Difcourfe to the young Prince, and 
ordered him to employ his utmoft Efforts to 
drive the Ufurpers out of Pomerania^ and laid 
his Injundions on him, not to confent to any Ac- 
commodation with them, till they had rcftorcd 
that Province to Poland. 

Cajimir negleftcd to obferve his Father's Direc- 
tions in this laft Particular, and he was hardly 
cicfted, before he made a Truce with the Teuto- 
nic Order, and left the Affairs in Difference be- 
tween them to the Decifion of the Kings of //;/«- 
7ary and Bohemia^ who held their Conferences of 
Mediation at Vifcbcgrad in Hungary^ where they 
iikewifc publifhed their Decifion. PomeraniawsiS 
adjudged to the Teutonic Order, provided they 
would reftore the Territory of CwZ-w, and fomc 
other Dominions. 

Tho' this Decifion was injurious to the Righ|ts 
of the Kingdom, yet Ca/imir thought fit to ao- 
quiefcc with it, and undertook to procure a Ra- 
tification of it by the Polijh Nation 5 who, inftead 
of complying with his Propofal, unahimoufly 
declared againft it» in a Diet which the King cauf** 
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cd to be convoked on that Occafion. They even 
deputed the Bifhop of Cracow to bear to the P6pe, 
the Complaints of the Nation ngainft the Teuto- 
nic Order, and he took his Meafures fo efFe^ually 
with BenediSl XII. who then refided at Avignon^ 
that the Sovereign Pontiff appointed Two Com- 
milTaries, who came into Poland^ and condemned 
the Knights to a Reftitution of the Territories 
claimed by the Poles : but all thefe Proceedings 
were inc«rt6tual, and religious Warriors are to 
be attadced with Arms more formidable than the 
Anathemas of Rome. 

The Condu6t of Caftmir in this Affair, is in fome 
Meafure capable of being vindicated by the Mo- 
tives which induced him to proceed in that Man- 
ner. The Knights , befides the Forces of their 
own Dominions, were fupported by the King of 
Bohemia their Ally, and likewife by the Germans. 
They were in Pofleflion of Pomerania^ Cujavia^ 
and the Territory of Culm -^ but they offer'd to 
reftore Cujavia^ and Culm. In this Situation of 
Affairs, and in order to avoid a deftru6tive War, 
which Ladijlaus^ tho' frequently vidborious, was 
never able to bring to a happy Period, may it not 
be faid, that Caftmir afted with Prudence in con- 
fcnting to a Treaty, which reftored him Two Pro- 
vinces, wichout making it neccflary for him to 
Ihed the Blood of his Subjeds ? 
APefcripti- But the moft prevailing Motive to his Accom- 
^Ruffia^Tht^^^^^^^^ with the Teutonic Order, was his Pro- 
jconqucftof jedl for the Conqueft of Ruffia. Bolejlaus Chabri 
♦k,. n-^_ ^^^ formerly carried his Arms into that Country ; 
and Bolejlaus^ furnamed the Intrepid, had made 
himfelf Matter of Kiovia^ and the ftrongeft Places 
in that Province, but it afterwards ftiook off the 
Yoke, and its Princes had long been independent. 
Plack Ruffta is divided into t|ie Three Palatinates 

of 



that Pro- 
rincc. 



Revolutions ^/Poland. i ji 

of Leopold^ Cbelm^ and Belez. The City of Leo- 
pold is now the Capital and Metropolitan of this 
Country; it is likewife fortified with two Caftles, 
one of which is within the Walls, and the other 
is feaced on a neighbouring Mountain. The Ruf- 
Jia which belongs to the Czar of Mufcovy^ is cal- 
led ff^bite Rufidj to diftinguilh it from that which 
at prefent conftitutes Part of the Kingdom of Po- 
land, 

Cafimtr^ had an Intention to conquer this Pro- 
vince, and he feem'd to have a favourable Op- 
portunity of entering upon that Expedition. 
Duke BoleflauSj the Son of Troyde^a, Duke of Ma- 
zovia^ having refolvcd to compel his Subjefts to 
quit the Schifm of the Greeks^ became a Viftim 
to his Zeal, and his Attachment to the Church of 
Rome. The principal Lords, to whom an Alter- 
ation in the Rites of their Religion became in- 
fupportable, formed a Confpiracy againft their 
Prince, but not daring to declare themfelves in 
an open Manner, they had Recourfe to fecret Ex- 
pedients, and took off BolcJIaifs by Poifon. 

When Cafimir received Intelligence of the Death 
of this Prince, he placed himfeU at the Head of a 
flying Camp, and inverted the City of Leopold^ 
contrary to the Expeftation of the Inhabitants. 
A general Confufion was created by this Proceed- 
ing; the Place was unfurnifhed with Provifions 
and Ammunition, and was almoft deftitute of De- 
fenders. The few Ruffians who were there, fuf- 
tained a Siege, but as they were incapable of a 
long Refiftance, and were promifed to be indulg- 
ed with an entire Liberty of Confcience, they 
opened their Gates to the Polijh Army, and took 
Oaths of Allegiance to Cafimir. 
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The King then marched agiinfl: TVlodimirona^ 
which be likewife took, and conquered all Folbinia 
which lies adjacent to it. 

He afterwards returned to Poland^ in order to 
raife new Recruits, and to depofite, in fome fecurc 
Place, theTreafuresof the Dukes of /f«[^/j, which 
he had found at Leopold-, a few Months after 
which he advanced a fecond Time into Rujfta^ to 
com pleat the Conqueft of that Country. The 
Cities of Przemyfi^ Halicz^ Ancc^ Lubacrow^ and 
feveral other Places fubmitted to the Force of his 
Arms, and the whole Province was fubdued in a 
fingle Campaign. 

1547. Cafimir^ after thefe Conquefts, being dreaded 

u(v7t'o^p" ♦^"^ refpefted by his Neighbours, employed all his 
/jW. Endeavours to gain the Affeftion of his People, 
and to make them tafte the Fruits of a happy 
Peace. The Poles^ as yet, had not any Body of 
J.aws, and all Caufes were decided, according to 
the Fancy of ignorant or corrupt Judges ; or if 
there were any particular Forms in the Admini- 
ftration of Juftice, they were extremely ridiculous, 
and difcover*d a Tinftureof the grofs and barba- 
rous Manners of that Age. The moft ufual Re- 
gulation that wasobfervcd in the Decifion of Dif- 
ferences between particular Perfons, confifted in 
writing down the Form of an Oath on Paper, 
which was afterwards read to one or the other of 
the Parties, and if the Perfons to whom that Oath 
was adminiftred, did not pronounce it with the 
utmoft Exaftnefs ; if he either hefitated, or chang- 
ed any fingle Expreflion, his Caufe was loft, and 
his Adverfary gain*d his Point, tho* his Acquifi- 
tion was very inconfiderable. The Innocent, as 
well as the Guilty, were fentenced to pay large 
Fines to the Judges J the Scarofts, the Palatines, 

the 
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the Dukes, and the King ; for all Caufes werQ 
ufually brought before each of thefe Tribunals. 

Caftmir reformed thefe Abufcs, and compiled a 
Code, which was approved by a general Diet held 
at Cracow^ and all the Nation fubmitted to the 
Laws it contained. 

He likewife founded a Univerfity at Cracow \ 
crefted Leopold into an Archbilhoprick ; built 
feveral (trong Places, and inclofed the Principal 
Cities in the Kingdom with Walls. 

Such were the Fruits of that Tranquillity, which 
Polcnd enjoyed under the Adminiftration of Caft^ 
mir the Great. He loved his People, and was 
equally beloved by them. He aftcd with Impar- 
tiality even to a fcrupulous Degree; he was a 
religious Obferver of Juftice, and gave fhining 
Examples of the refpedtful Submiflion that was 
due to the Laws. The Peafants, who were great- 
ly oppreffed with the Exaftions of an intradtable 
Kobility, experienced the Effefts of hisGoodnefs ; 
and as he was perfuaded, that it was the Duty of 
a King, to render equal Juftice to all his Subjeds, 
without any Diftinftion of Religion or Country, 
he granted the Jews fuch Privileges as delivered 
them from the unjuft Oppreffions under which 
they groaned. 

The Monuments which he left in Poland ittlti^- 
mitted the Memory of this great Prince to a late 
Pofterity. He enlarged Cracow by the Addition 
of a new City, which he diftinguifhed by the Name 
of Caftmir. The Number of Churches, Fortref- 
fcs and Palaces, that were erefted by him, is al- 
moft incredible, and the generality of the Cities 
in Poland owed to him, either their Foundation, 
or their Embellifliments. 

If he abandoned Pomeraniay his fole Intention 
was to recover Cujaviay and fome other of his 
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patrimotiial Territories from the Knights of the 
Teutonic Order ; and to conquer RuJJia^ which 
he erected into a Polijh Province. 

The Luftre of fo many Vertues was clouded by 
an immoderate Incontinence. He dimifled his law- 
ful Wife, who was the Daughter of the Landgrave 
of H^jfe Cattle, to receive a Concubine into his 
Embraces, and he privately efpoufed her. In all 
other Particulars, he approved himfelf a great 
Monarch , by the Wifdom of his Government, 
and the Succefs of his Arms and Politics. 

n7o. He had hardly breathed his laft, before Po^ 
land was overrun with Robbers, who before were 
kept in Awe, by their Apprehenfions of condign 
Punilhment. A Brandenburg Officer placed him- 
felf at the Head of a Troop of thofe lawlefs Peo- 
ple, and feized the Cattle of Saniokj from whence 
he made Inroads into Great Poland. The Litbu- 
anians made themfelves Matters of the City of 
Wlodomrow^ which Caftmir had fortified, in or- 
der to keep thofe fierce People in Subjedlion. 
They afterwards advanced into the Palatinate of 
Sandomir^ through which they fpread Defoiation. 
Every Place was involved in Confufion and Dif- 
order. 

It was intended, even in the Lifetime oiCafmir^ 
that Lewis King of Hufigarj fhould be his Suc- 
cettbr, and he had taken the ufual Oath to ob- 
fervc the Pa£la Conventa. There was therefore 
no Obttacle to his Eledlion, and he was crowned 
at Cracow the Seventeenth of November, 

He had fcarce received the Homage of his new 
Subjefts, before he retired into Hungary^ and left 
the Government of Poland to Queen Elizabeth 
bis Mother. He carried with him the Crown, 
the Sceptre, the golden Globe, and the Sword, 

which 
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which were ufed at the Inauguration of the Kings, 
left the Poles fhould cleft another Prince in his 
Abfence. 

y agellonD\)kt of Liibkania J taking /Advantage 
of the Abfence of Lewis^ paffed the San^ and 
extended his Troops along the Bank of that Ri- 
ver. Thefe Forces carried Deftruftion, by Fire 
and Slaughter, where ever they came : they plun- 
dered the Churches, and Monafteries ; took a 
great Number of Prifoners, and retreated into 
their Country with immenfe Spoils. The Poles^ 
who were then under the weak Government of 
a Woman, fufFered all thefe Outrages, without 
avenging them on the A6lors. 

Chriftendom was then divided by as dangerous 
a Schifm, as that which had been lately extin- 
guifhed. Gregory had, at laft, quitted Avignottj 
where the Popes had refided for the Space of 
Seventy two rears ; and this Pontiff dying foon 
afterwards, the People of Rome^ who dreaded the 
Election of a Frenchman ^ furrounded the Con- 
clave, and threatened to burn it, unlcfs the Car- 
dinals would eleft an Italian. Thofe timorous 
Ecclefiaftics, in order to avoid the Danger, and 
to preferve the Freedom of their EleiTtion, came 
to an Agreement among themfelves that the 
Perfon they were preparing to nominate, fhould 
not be reputed the Pope, and that they would 
proceed to a new Election, as foon as they were 
free, and in a State ot Security. When this Con- 
vention was fettled, they nominated the Arch- 
bifhop of Baru who affumed the Name of t/r- 
ban VI. 

This Prelate would have been acknowledged 
Pope, if his Pride and Severity had not exafpe- 
rated all the Cardinals againft him : From the 
firft Moments of his Pontificate, he treated them 

in 
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in fuch an imperious Manner, that they foon re- 
mem bred the Convention they had made ac his 
Ele£lion. They formed feveral Pretexts for re- 
tiring from RDme^ and as they were protefted by 
the Count of Fondi^ znd Jane Queen of Naples^ 
they ele&ed Robert Count of Geneva^ who aflum- 
ed the Name of Clement VII. 

Urban continued Matter of Rome^ but could 
engage no more than three Cardinals, of the an- 
cient College, to efpoufe his Intereft, fo that he 
was obliged to create Twenty Six, and, among 
others, the Bifhop of the Five Churches, at the 
Recommendation of Lewis King of Poland and 
Hungary. The Empire, in Conjunftion with Bo- 
bemia^ Hungary^ Poland^ Sweden^ and Norway^ 
adhered to Urban : Whilft Scotland^ France, Caf- 
tile^ Savoy^ and the Kingdom of Naples^ declar- 
ed in Favour of Clement ^ who retired to Avignon. 
The two Competitors for the Papal Chair had 
their refpeftive Saints to efpoufe their Party, and 
their Pretenfions, feemM to be of equal Validity ; 
in Confequence of which, it became neceflary to 
depofe them both, in order to extinguifh the 
Schifm. 

^382« Tho* Lewis^ by being too much engaged in the 
Government of his Kingdom of Hungary^ did not 
procure mlich Advantage to the Republick of Po- 
land^ he however, had fo much Credit and Au- 
thority, as to caufe a Succeffor whom he approv- 
ed, to be nominated in his Lifetime. A Diet was 
held at Zwolen in Hungary^ or rather an Aflembly 
was convened, in Oppofition to all the Laws of 
the State, and he propofed to the principal No- 
bility of Poland y Sigifmond Marquils of Branden- 
burg who had efpoufed his eldett Sifter Mary^ 
ai)d he ordered them to take the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance 
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ancc to him. Thcfe Lords being either gain'd 
upon by Prcfcnts, or intimidated by Menaces, 
facrificed the Liberty of the Nation, and acknow- 
ledged Sigifmond^ who immediately entered Po- 
land with his Troops. 

He relided at Gnefna^ when King Lfw/Vdied ; 
and the Poles being then under lefs Conftraint, 
Joudly complained oi Potnarath^ a Hungarian No* 
|>leman, whom the late King had intruded with 
the Government of Great Poland. Sigifmond hav- 
ing refufed to fatisfy their Demands, and like- 
wife treating them in too imperious a Manner, 
provoked them by fuch a Condufl:. We may add 
coo, that Sigifmond*s Election was irregular, and 
the Oaths that had been taken to him, could not 
be confidered as obligatory on the Nation. The 
PoleSf therefore, oppofed the Coronation of this 
Prince, and aflfembled, in order to deliberate on 
the prefcnt State of the Republick. 

The Diet came to a Refolution to offer the ^^^^' 
Crown to Hedwiga^ the fecond Daughter of Lew- 
is J provided fhe would efpoufe a Prince whom the 
Poles fhould approve, and who fhould be obliged 
to refide in the Kingdom. Some Time after 
this Tranfaftion, Sernovit^ Duke oi Mazovia was 
chofen to efpoufe the Queen ; but Elizabeth Queen 
of Hiingar'jy and Mother of Hedwiga^ would not 
accept of him for a Son-in-Law, and her Intrigues 
were fo prevalent, that his Eleftion was rendered 
incffeftual. 

Hedwiga^ therefore (n out for Poland^ ^'^^''^ An'ImUr 
Ihe was received with the Acclamations of all her from ^i^rZ 
Subjefts ; and fcarce were the Ceremonials of her p^^^j;^ 
Coronation compleated, when Jagellon^ Great ofth«Dak» 
Duke of Lithuania^ fent a magnificent Embaffy^^'^-''"^* 

to 
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to demand the Queen in Marriage; He promifedj 
to embrace the Chriftian Religion, and to employ 
his ucmoft Endeavours for the Convcrfion of his 
Subjeds ; he hkewife engaged to releafe the Cbrif* 
lian Slaves, and particularly the Polijh^ and to \th j 
corporate for ever, Lubuania^ Samogitia^ and his ^ 
Ruffian Territories, with the Kingdom of P^/^wi/ti 
and laftly, that he would reconquer PomeramMij 
and the Territory of Culm^ together with Silefmi 
and all the other Dominions which had been ufurp^l 
cd from Poland. il 

Jagellon^ by thefc advantageous Offers, eafilyr 
obtained his Defire : The Queen of Hungav) ap- ^ 
proved this Alliance, and left the Tranfadliori 
of the whole Affair, to the Prudence of the Po- 
///& Nobility, who immediately complied with the 
Duke of L///&/^^«rVs Demand i but they afted in 
this Particular, without confuking the Heart of the 
young Queen, who entertained a Paffion for IViU 
Hum Duke oX Aujlria^ to whom fhe had been pro- 
mifed by King Lewis her Father 5 and (he only 
confidered Jagellon as a Barbarian Prince, and 
the Sovereign of a cruel and idolatrous Nation. 

The Duke of Auftriay having received Intelli- 
gence of what was tranfafting in Poland^ advanc- 
ed with all poffible Expedition to Cracow^ where 
he was received by Order of the Queen, notwith- 
ftanding the Difapprobation of the Caftellan. He 
had fevcral private Interviews with her, entertain- 
ed her with magnificent Feafts, and the Two Lov- 
ers were on the Point of defeating all the Projefts 
of the Senate. Their fecret Interviews allarmed 
the Nobility, who appeared in Arn^s before the 
Cafde, and conftrained the Duke to retire. The 
Qjeen, amidft her Defpair at being feverM from 
the Prince fhe loved, had likewife the Mortifica- 
tion 
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o behold herfelf, in fome Meafure, aPrifoner 
r own Palace. 

gtUon^ in the mean Time, advanced towards ui^ 
)Wj with a numerous Body of Troops, and 
npanied by Boris^ and Swidrigelon^ his Bro- 
. But as Hedwiga had declared that Ihe 
d not fee him, this* Difpofition of the Princefs 
ded his March. The Senate threw them- 
» at her Feet, and made the mod preffingln- 
ts, in order to prevail upon her to fee the 
\ of Lithuania. The Queen at laft complied 
their Sollicitations, and Jagellon was intro- 
d into her Prefence. This Prince was young 
amiable, Hedwiga no longer remembred 
tm of Aujlria^ and her Heart immediately 
fponded with her Duty. 
gellon was the Grandfon of Gedimin^ Grand 
hal of Lithuania^ who was prompted, by 
: and Ambition, to affaflinate Duke Vi^ 
, in order to efpoufe his Widow, and ufurp 
"hrone. He however, was guilty of a prol- 
is Iniquity, and left his Crown to his Seven 
Ircn. Janut had, at firft, the Title of Grcac 
• of Lithuania^ by his Father's Appointment ; 
')lgerd^ and Kiejlut^ two of his Brothers, re- 
d from him j drove him out of Vilna^ and 
ted him of his Principality. Olgerd began 
eign about the Year 1327, and was engaged 
perpetual War with the Knights of thcTeu- 
: Order : He ravaged Brandenburg ; defeat- 
le Duke of Mufcovy, extended his Conquefts 
n Twelve Miles of the Capital of that State, 
fubducd the greatcft Part of Rkfta. 
e was fuccecded by JagfUon^ the braveft of 
is Sons, and whofe Intereft was fupported 
\t Credit of his Unkle Kieftut: but this Har- 
mony 
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mony between the Unkic and the Nephew was 
Coon difconccrted hy Voidilon^ the Favourite of 7^- 
gellon. He had efpoiifed the Sifter of his Prince, 
and Kieftut^ who refented fuch a difproportionablc 
Alliance , left nothing unattempted to break it. 
Voidilon^zs follicitous, therefore, to revenue the 
Contempt with which he had been treated by Ai- 
eftut^ and prevent the EfFefts of his Averfion to 
him ; and as he maintained a great Afcendant over 
the Mind of his Mafter, he eafily prevailed upon 
him to believe, that his Unkle was forming a 
Confpiracy againft him. The credulous Jagellon 
made a fecrct Treaty with the Teutonic Knights, 
with a View to crufti Kiejluij and then (hare hia 
Spoils ; but that Prince, receiving Information ol 
the Plot that was preparing againft him, prevent- 
ed the Defigns of his Nephew -, furprifed Vilna^ 
and made Jagellon his Prifoner. Vitolddy the Son 
of Kieftut^ endeavoured to accommodate the Dif- 
ference between his Father and his Coufin. Ja- 
gellon refigned the City of Vilnay and the Title of 
Great Duke of Lithuania ; but this Treaty was 
only obfcrved till Jagellon found himfelf in a Con- 
dition to reconquer what he had loft, and he fur- 
prifed Vilna , whilft Kiejlut was engaged in the 
Siege of Novogrod. 

He was vigilant to improve this firft Advan- 
tage, and the Abfence of his Enemy ; in Confe- 
quence of which he afterwards befieged the For- 
trefs of Troki^ and carried it, after a few days 
Siege. 

Kiejiut^ when he received Intelligence of what 
had been tranfadted in Lithuania^ raifed the Siege 
of Novogrod^ and marched againft Jagellon ; but 
being fenfible that he was too weak to Hazard a 
deciuve Battle, he retired into Samogitia^ where 
i^xiifed new Recruits^-ood then marched with 

an 
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ati trt tent ion to beficrge TrokL Jagellon waited 
for his Arrival, and lud made all chc neceflary 
Difpoficions^for an advaRMgtrous Attack. The 
Pruffiam and Livonians marchtd i6 his Affiftancf, 
land had then joinM the Lithuanian Army ; upon 
which he advanced againfl Kieftut^ to compel 
him to raife the Siege, and come to an Engage- 
ment. The two Armies confronted each others 
and all the Preparations were made for a general 
Adlion, when a Conference was propofed by Ja- 
gellon. Kieftut and his Son Vitboidd camie to ihci 
Flace appointed, with too little Precaution, and 
Jagellon caufed them to be leized and carried 
Pnfoners to Vilna, A few Days after this Pro- 
ceeding, Kiejlut Was affaflinatcd by the Order 
of his Nephew, and Vilbolda woald have fufFered 
the fame Fate, if he had not found Means to 
efcape from his Confinement, He retired, at 
firft, to the Duke of Mazovia^ his Relation, and 
afterwards to Samogitia , where he was furnilhed 
with powerful Succours, by theTeutoftic Knights. 
Jagilion could eafily have overwhelmed him irt 
the Interim of thefe Proceedings, but whether ic 
was, that the ancient Ffiendfhip which had for- 
merly created a Union between him and Vitbolda^ 
gave him new Impreflirms in Favour of tha^ 
Prince, or elfe that he was apprehenfive of the 
Confcquences cf that War, he propofed an Ac* 
commodation, which the other accepted, and 
the two Coufins clofed their Differences with i 
fincere Reconciliation. 

JagfUon having happily calmed the Troubles 
of Lithuania^ was elcdled King of Poland^ as we 
have already intimated j and when his new Sub- 
jeAs had fworn Allegiance to him, be united the 
Grand Dachy of Lithuania^ together with Samo- 
giliuy and Ruffia^ to the Kingdom oi Poland^ and 

M confirmed 
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confirmed this Incorporation by an Oath which 
.he took before the principal Senators. 

The Knights of Prujfia beheld the Union of 
two fuch potent Monarchies, with jealous Eyes, 
and their Politics made them apprehenfive, that 
the new Alliance which had for ever afTociated 
the Poles and UtbuanianSj would prove fatal to 
them. They were likewife fcnfible, that Jagel- 
Ion would foon claim Pomeraniay and that he was 
engaged, by one of the principal Conditions of 
his Eledtion, to declare War againft them, for 
the Recovery of that Province. As they there- 
fore confidered him as a declared Enemy, they 
marched, two Armies into Lilbuania^ with an 
Intention to fcize fome Place of Importance, and 
to effeft a Revolution in Favour of Duke An- 
drew^ the Brother of Jagellon. As this Prince 
was thc.^ in Poland^ and had been followed thither 
by the chief of his Nobility, the Knights ob- 
tain*d great Advantages, in their firft Operations 
of War, and carried Fire and Sword into the 
Heart oi Lithuania^ which lay open and defence- 
]efs ; and when they had committed thefe cruel 
Ravages, they made themfelves Mafters of the 
Fortrefs of Poloczk^ and the Cattle of Lubowlia : 
But the King of Poland having received Intel- 
ligence of this Irruption, fent his Brother Skir- 
gellon^ and his Coufin Vitbolda^ into Lithuama^ 
from whence they chafed the Knights and reco- 
vered the Places they had taken. 

Vincent^ Palatine of Pofna^ and Domarat Sta- 
roft of the fame City, had, for feveral Years, fo- 
mented, by their DiviGons, a civil War in the 
upp€ir Poland. The Princefs Hedwiga^ and her 
Mother Elizabeth had employed feveral ineffedlu- 
al Endeavours to calm thefe Troubles, and the 
two Parties, who were equally rebellious, con- 
temned 
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temned the Orders of their Sovereign, fince^hey 
wt re not accompanied with a fnfficient Power to 
infoFLe them. The People groaned under the: 
Yoke of various Tyrants. The whole Province 
was laid defolate by Ravages, Murders and Con- 
fliigrations : Ji^;llon marciied againft them, with- 
in a few Djys after his Coronation ; puniftied the 
mi}\\ criminal n^ongft them, and rcftor^d Tran- 
quillity to thofe Palatinates. 

This Prince, accompanied by the Archbiftiop '^'^' 
of Gncfna^ and feveral other Prelates, took -a 
Progrcfs into Lithuaiiiay in order to effeft the 
Converfion of his ancient Subjefts. The Inha- 
bitants of IJihuanifm^ and Samogitia were former- 
ly Worflirpers of Fwe. Their Chief Prieft, who 
was called Zinez^ and the other fubordinate Priefts 
were obliged to keep it burningTlight and Day : 
and if this facred Fire happened to be extinguifli- 
cd, by any Negleft, they were puniflied with 
Death, The principal Temple was at Vilna^ 
which was then the Capital of Litbuania^ and 
fome Remains of that Temple are ftill to be feen 
in one of tife Caftles of that City. If the Sun 
was at any Time, fo obfcured by Clouds, as not 
to be vifible for fome Days, the whole Nation 
crowded to the Temple, in the utmoft Terror, 
to appeafe that offended Deity by human Sacri- 
fices. When that Luminary was eclipfed, the 
Confternation , and barbarous Superftition of 
thofe Idolaters were augmented. Gloomy Fo- 
refts and lofty fpreading Trees excited their Ve- 
neration ; they confider'd them as the Manfions 
where their Gods refided, and approached with 
an Air of Reverence, in order to receive their 
OracJes. Serpents were likcwife the Objefts of 
their Adoration, and they paid fuch religious 
M 2 Honour 
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Honbor to Vipers, that each Father of a Family wai 
obliged to nourifh one of thofe noxious Animals, 
and to refpea it as the tutelar God of his Houfe. 

Jitgellon laid the Temple of ktlna in Ruins, and 
extingoifhed the perpetual Fire; he iikewife cue 
down all the Forefts that afforded Retreats to 
the Litbuamian Priefts, and crulhed their Serpents 
to DcatL When the People, who were blind- 
ed bv Ignorance and long Habitudes, beheld 
the Ucmolition of their Temples, they were im- 
mediately convinced of the Impotence of their 
Gods \ they then renounced the Worfhip of thofe 
weak Idols, and came in Crowds to be baptifed. 
The Number of Catechumens was fo great, that 
they were only baptifed by Afperlion ; and none 
but the moft diftinguifhcd fmong them receiv- 
ed that Sacranient in private, and with the u- 
fual Ceremonies.'" JagrHon left Pricfts in that Coun- 
try to inftruft the People; he Iikewife ereft- 
ed a Biftioprick at Filna^ and as he was obliged 
to return to Poland^ he confticuced his Brother 
Skirgellon^ their Duke. 

This Prince was altogether unworthy of that 
Rank. His Difpofuion was cruel &nd impetu- 
ous, and he was equally formidable to his Friends 
and Foes. In a Word, he never ceafed to be 
dreadful, but when he had been debilitated by 
fome Debauch. The new Power he had acquir- 
ed, renderM him ftill more uncraAabie. His 
CouGn Vitholday who had been engaged in fome 
Difagrccment with him, could not think himfelf 
fafc, in a Country that was governed by fuch a 
barbarous and vindiflivc Prince. He therefore re- 
tired from Lithuania, and took Refuge in Prujfta^ 
among the Teutonic Knights, the ufual Afylum 
of the DifafFcftcd. They received him with open 
Arms, but rather as an Inftrument who might 

be 
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e ferviccable to cherr Defigns, than with an^ 
itentton to be Afliftant to him in his own Af* 
lirs. Vitbolda^ who foon difcovered, that the 
Inighcs of this Order were attentive to no Inte- 
sft but their own, had Recourfe to Jagellon^ 
ho promifed him the Duchy of Lithuania. 



Jagellon having been deficient in the Pa-for- 
lance of his Promifc, Vitboida retired a fecond 
'imc to the Knights of Pruffia^ who, under the 
'retexc of railing him to the Throne, and depo- 
ng Skirgellon^ but in reality, to make themfelves 
lafters of that Province, enterM Lithuania with 
ircc Armies* The Grand Matter of Pruffia 
3mmanded the firft Body, which was compai^ 
d of Englijbj Germans and French. The Grand 
tatter of Livonia led the fecond, and Vitboida the 
ikd. They, at firft, extended themfelves along 
le Plains, and fpread their Devaftations through 
le greatcft Part of the Duchy : after which they 
11 upon the City of Troki^ and reduced it to 
ifties. They all united, at laft, btefore Vilfia 
le Capital of Lithuania. The Troops of the 
rarrifon, who were in the lower City, declared 
>r Vitboida^ and even fet Fire to the Place* The 
nfortunate Corigal^ another of Jagellon's Bro- 
lers, fell into the Hands of the Knights, as he 
as endeavouring to avoid the Flames, and they 
nmediately cut off his Head. Fourteen Thou* 
ltd Perfons of both Sexes perifhed with him, 
id jiii thofe who efcaped the Flames were maflTa- 
red with the utmoft Barbarity. 

The upper City was defended by a Garrifoo 
^mpofedofPoleSi Lithuanians^ 2ind Ruffians. The 
itbuanians were devoted to Vitboida^ and had de- 
irmined to furrcnder the Place to him, in Imi- 
tioo Qi their Countrymen who bad opened to him 
M 3 ^^« 
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the Gates of the lower City : ba: the priifjwhohad 
(omc Siilpicion of their lattrliigencr fiith the Ene- 
my, (lifconccrted their Mcafarcs, and turned tacir 
Thoughts to a timely Prevention of the Trcafon, 
They accordingly fcized all the Pofrs i mounted 
the Guard themfelves, and would not pcnnic 
the Lithuanian Troops to have any Share in the 
Ucfence of the Place. 

The Poles ^ who were thought to be more 

fiualified for an Engagement, than to form or 
udain Sieges, perhaps never difcovered more 
Bravery and Kefolution than they roanifefted in 
the Defence of Vilna. They were atucked by an 
Army compoled of the mofl warlike Nations of 
the North: The weak Ramparts of the Place 
were foon reduced to Afhes: The Girriion, whofe 
Numbers were inconfidcrable, and who were 
likcwile divided into different Parties, ^cm al- 
n)o(l ;:s much obliged to oppofe their own Troops, 
n» they wf-rc to encounter the Enemy -, -^H yet 
they defended ihemfLlvcs W\i\\ Sv^^^cti^^, The 
Poles raiftrd .i counter WalL behind cfj^^fe Walls 
which the f''ngines of the Befiegcis had demolifh- 
cd. They even formed a Rampart, out of the 
Bodies of their Companions who were flain in dif- 
ferent Attacks ; and nor fitisficd with confining 
themk'lves to the Defenfive, they fometimes 
went to feek the Enemy in their Inrrcnchments, 
undermined their Works, and killed a great 
Number of their Men. TotiviU the Brother of 
rttbcUhy was (lain, in one of thofe Sallies, by a 
Faulcon Shot. 

So obllinatc a Refiftance afforded Skirgellon 
Time to draw a Body of Troops together, in 
order to relieve the Place. He frequently attack- 
ed the Pru£iitn Lines, and tho* he could not 
force them in their Camp, he harraffed them to 

fuch 



Revohttons of Poland. 167 

fuch a Degree, and killed luch a Number of their 
Soldiers in different Encouaters, that the Weaknefs 
to which thc7 were reduced by thefe Lofles, com- 
pelled them to raifc the Siege, after they had dc- 
ftroyed al I the adjacentCountry by Fire and Sword. 
Fithclda returned, the next Year, tobefiege/^/- 
na a fecond Time. He depended on his Intelli- 
gence with theL://&//^;//^«j who abhorred theirDukc 
Skirgdlon •, but the fame Poles ^ who had already 
compelled him to raife the former Siege, rendered 
all his Efforts ineffeftual, and obliged him to re- 
tire. He, however, made himfelf Mafterof^/7- 
kofmruw^ and Novogrodeck^ and reduced them to 
Afhcs, after he had plundered them. 



luiibuania was then in the mod calamitous Si- 
tuation, and its Inhabitants were fo fatigued with 
the cruel Wars they had fuftained, that they 
formed a Refolution to abandon their Country. 
Tfie Cities Imoaked all around them •, the Coun- 
try Was a Scene of Defolation •, the Peafants were 
all fled with their Families, into inacccflible Re- 
treats 5 the Gentry of the greateft Diftinftion a- 
mong them, were cither flain , or doomed to a 
rigid Captivity. In thefe deplorable Conjunc- 
tures, the King of Poland thought it incumbent 
on him to come to an Accommodation with Fi- 
tholda^ who had been the Author and Chief qf 
this deftrudtive War \ and he, at laft, gave him 
the Duchy of Lithuania^ and reftored to him 
all his patrimonial Domains. 

Jagellon fatisfied the ambitious Defires of 
VithoLda^ but he difcontented his own Brothers. 
Swidrigellon pad into Pruffiuy and the Knights, 
whofe Intereft it was to promote thefe inteftine 
Divifions, furniflied him with a Body of Troops. 
SkirgHon had likcwife an Inclination to Commoti- 
M 4 ons^ 
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vent Vitbolda from engaging in fo d angrrous a 
War, and rq^refentcd co him the Inequality of 
his Forces, to ihofc of the Emperor o.^the7ir- 
tars \ but the impetuous Courage of Vitb olda pre- 
vailed over all thofc judicious Rcmon* Frances. 
He departed, therefore, at the Head of a nume- 
rous Army, and was accompanied by all the brav- 
ed Men in Poland^ Kujfia^ and Lithuania, h^e, at 
firft, was fuccefsful in all his military Operaa ons, 
and overran Part of ^artarj without the lead vle- 
iiftance. The Tartars even ravaged their ovm 
Country, with a View to draw Vitbolda into thole 
vaft Solitudes, and fled before him, in order to^ 
c'ngage bim to more Advantage, in fome unfa^ 
vourabte Situation, and when his Troops (houldi 
be fatigued with their long Marches. He was 
poftcd on the Banks of the Volga^ when the out 
Scouts brought him Intelligence, that the Enenry 
began to appear. Their Army was immcnfely" 
numerous, and Ediga t\\t Lieutenant oiTamerl^n 
Wis their Commander. Some previous Conferen- 
ces fw an Accommodation were held, and Pi^ 
tbolda^ finding himfelf in a difadvantageous Poflt, 
where he was confronted by an Army much moi c 
numerous than his own, was inclinable to Peace 5 
when fome Officers, who were more courageous 
than prudent, oppofed that DifpoHcion, and pr(*- 
vailed upon him to refolve on a Battle. Fitholda 
fufFer^d himfelf to be pcrfuaded, and performed 
Prodigies of Valour, in the Engagement. He 
broke through the Enemies Battalions y expofed 
bis Perfon where the Tartars were moft nume- 
rous, and conquered where ever be appeared. 
But it may be (aid that he had more Armies than 
one to enconter ; for whilfl: a hundred Thoufand 
Tartars fled before him , the Lithuanian Army 
f^a$ attacked by Three Hundred Thoufand more, 

and 
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and oppofed them as long as it was pofTible for 
them CO (land before fuch a prodigious Number 
of Enemies as furrounded them; till at laft they 
were overwhelmed, after they had compelled their 
Foes to pay dear for their Vidtory. Andrew j De- 
metrius, nnd Koribul, the Brothers of Jagellony were 
flain upon the Spoti" with moft of the Oificers. 

1401. Neither the Forces, nor the Courage of Vi- 
3i!^hTh7 i^olda^ were intimidated by this Defeat. The 
ivuionic Pruffians^ in Conjunftion with the Livonians^ made 
^^^hts. 3^ unexpefted Irruption into Lithuania^ and com- 
mitted great Ravages, after which, they retreat- 
ed with their Prifoners and Booty. Vilbolda^ who 
did not think it advifeable to engage them, ima- 
gined he might be capable of defeating them , if 
he could but attack them by Surprife, and he ac- 
cordingly followed them to the Frontiers. Their 
Army, in a full Perfuafion of Safety, had already 
begun to retire into Winter Quarters, when the 
Duke of Lithuania attacked and defeated them, 
aficr an obftinate Engagement. The Conqueror 
made cruel Reprifals on Livonia ; facked a great 
Number of Towns , ravaged the Country ; and 
after he had forced the City and Caftle of Dwi- 
iiiiy he abandoned them both to Plunder, and 
then reduced them to Aflies. 

Much about the fame Time, the Flight ofSwi- 
drigellGHj the Brother of Jagcllon^ to the Teuto- 
nic Knights, excited new Motives to War, but 
the King of Poland, after fome Dcvaftations had 
been committed on both fides, appeafed his Bro- 
ther by the Donation of Podolia: but this Treaty 
did not long fix the turbulent Difpofition of Swi- 
drigellon \ for he foon refumcd his former Senti- 
ments, and as he could not retire once more in- 
to Prujfta^ to the Knights who had betrayed and 

aban-^ 
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abandonM his Caufe, he fled into Mufcovy^. after 
he ?iad ravaged with Fire and Sword the Coun- 
tries which had been affigned to him for his Reve- 
nue. DuktBa/iliuSf who nad been embroiled with 
Vitbolda^ received the diigufted Prince with Plea- 
fure. and furnilhed him with Troops ; but the 
Duke of Lithuania foon aflembl':d an Army, and 
went to feek Swidrigellon in Mufcovy it felf. The 
Devailationii he had committed, and the Terror 
of his Arms compelled Baftlius to fue for Peace, 
which he accordingly obtained. 

The Pcks and the Lithuanians^ who were now 
become one People, marched, foon afterwards, 
againft their common Enemy. The Knights of 
Pruffia and Livoniay who had enriched themfelves 
by ihvrir different Ufurpations, afted with more 
Imperioufnefs than Kings themfelves, whom they 
cqual/cd in Power. Thefe Treaties were a weak 
Reftraint to their Ambition, and the leaft Ap- 
pearance of their own Intereft, conftantly fur- 
nilhed them with new Pretexts, for the violati- 
on of their moft foltmn Oaths. Sudden Invali- 
ons, Injulbce and open Violence, palliated by ex- 
orbitant Privileges, were the different Expedi- 
ents to which they had recourfe for the Extenfi- 
on of their Frontiers. Prujfta was a Sanftuary 
to all fuch as were difaffefted to their own Go- 
vernment, and the Knights, under the Name of 
thofe People, carried Fire and Sword into the 
adjacent Territories. By fuch Proceedings as 
thefe, the Teutonic Order had made themJelvcs 
Matters of Samogitia^ Pomcrania , ^nd Culm , to- 
gether with Part of Mazovia^ and Silefia, and fc- 
veral Places in Poland and RuJJia. The Ravages 
they committed in thofe Provinces are almoft in- 
cxpreifible •, they were incapable of Compaflion 
IQ their Conquefts, and deflroyed whatever they 

thoughg 
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thought urdefs to them ; by which Means all the 
Advantages they derived from their Acquificions« 
were conftantly blacken'd wich the moft implaca- 
ble Barbarities; fo thac if P^irJhad not, from 
Time to Time, made fome Efforts to reprefs the 
Avidity of chofe formidable Neighbours, they 
would haveoverruQ all the North in a fhortTimc. 

Jagellon^ at laft, came to a Refolution to puo- 
i(h fuch a feries of Crimes and Injuflice, and 
to march in Perfon againft the Knights , at the 
Head of an Army compoled of Poles ^ Ruff> 
ans^ Moravians^ and Bohemians y and which wasr 
foon augmented by the Conjundion of a Body of 
Lithuanians and Tartars^ commanded by Vitbol' 
4^, and likewife of the Troops of Semavitb and 
Janujfa Dukes oiMaz&via. 

Their firft Operations were employed againft 
the Caftle of Szwyczic^ which Januffa Brzozoglowi 
took by a Stratagem. He firft formed an Ambufli 
in the Parts adjacent to the Place, and then ad- 
vanced, at the Head of a fmall Body of Troops, 
to Pillage under the Ramparts, in the Sight of 
the Garrifon, who immediately fallied out, with 
a full Perfuafion that they fhould repulfe the Ene- 
my. The Poles counterfeited a Flight towards 
their Ambufcade, and gradually drew on their 
Enemies who were then furrounded and cut ia 
Pieces. The Caftle, being left deftitute of De- 
fence, was obliged to furrendcr; and this firft 
Advantage was deemed a certain Prcfage of Vic» 
tory, and greatly increafed the Ardour of the 
Poles. Some Days after this Event, they carried 
the City ofDambrowno by Aflault. The Soldiers 
had advanced towards that Place, from a Motive 
of Curiofiry, and in order to purchafe Provi- 
fionsi but having received fome ill Treatment 
from the Inhabitants, they returned to the Camp, 

and 

f 
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and complained co their Comrades, of the Outrage 
that had been ofTer'd them, and prevailed upon 
them to afljft in the intended Vengeance. In 
Confequeoce of which, a great Body of common 
Soldiers, marched with Fury, and without any 
Chief, to the Place, and began the Attack. The 
King, who had no Inclination to difcontinue his 
Progrefs, in order to befiege fo inconfiderable a 
City, at a Time when it was of more Importance 
to advance to an Enemy who approached him, 
ordered the Aifailants to be called off from their 
Attack s but to no Purpofe, for they were al- 
ready too far engaged in the AfTauIt, to be atten- 
tive to his Commands. The Citizens made a vi- 
gorous Defenfe, and at firft killed a great Num- 
ber of their Enemies ; fo that it became neceflary 
to fuccour thefc rafti Adventurers, to prevent 
their total Deftru&ion. Their Ardour was r&> 
kindled by this Rc-inforcement ; their Efforts 
were extraordinary, and, towards theclofe of the 
Day, they forced the Place, which was immedi- 
ately facked and reduced to Afhcs. 

The King of Po^irJ advanced , by moderate 
Marches, towards Mariemhurg^ which was then 
the Capital of Pomeranian and took all poflible 
Precautions againft Surprifals. The Body of the 
Army was always kept together, and the Guard 
was (tation*d with the utmoft Stridlnefs \ Detach- 
ments were however fent out to forage, and ex- 
adfc Contributions from the adjacent Country. 
Thofe Devaftations compelled the Knights to 
come to an Engagement , and Ulric of Junigcn^ 
their Grand Matter, advanced to the Poles in the 
Plains of Tanenburgj and Granwaldt. 

Jagellon was aflfiuing %t Mafs, when he received 
Intelligence, that the Enemy approached in Order 
of Battle, but he neither difcontinued his Pray- 
ers, 
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ers, nor quitted the Chapel, till the Mafs ^al 
ended. The Grand Matter was aftoni/hed at tte 
Tardinefs of the Poles ^ ^nd as he afcribed it to 
their Timidity, he fcnt, in a Bravado, two drawa 
Swords to the King, to be employed in the En- 
gagement. JagHlon received them with Joy, and 
told the Heralds who prefented them to him, that 
he fhould be able to ufc them in fuch a Man- 
ner, as would effedlually quell the Pride of thofc 
who had offered him that Prcfenr. 

The Battle was begun by the Lithuanians i^ 
whofe Aftions did not correfpond with the gal- 
lant Behaviour of their Duke Vltbolday and they 
had Recourfe to an ignominious Flight, after a 
fhort Refiftance. This Repulfe diffufed a Con- 
fternation through the Moravians and Bohemians^ 
and they recreated into a neighbouring Wood, 
without drawing a Sword. In a Word, the Bat- 
tle would have bern lofl, xiJagcUon had not fup- 
ported it with a Body of Referve, which he pour- 
ed upon the Knights, who in their Purfuic of the 
Fugitives had difconcerted their Ranks, and by 
thefe Means he rcftored the Battle to its firft Vi- 
gour. 

The great Standard of Poland^ carried by Mar- 
tin of JVroczimowic^ was hurl*d to the Earth, and 
the Enemies had almofl: made themfclves Matters 
of it ; when Jagelloii raifed it himfelf, and carried 
it into that Part of the Field where the Enemies 
were thickett, and then repulfrd them with a 
prodigious Maughter. But his Courage carried 
him too far, and he beheld himfelf almoft alone, 
in the midft of a Gervian Squadron, wncre he 
flood expoftd to a Thgufand Dangers. Not- 
withttanding which, he ftill oppofcd the Enemy, 
and confronted them on every Side with thofe of 
his Guards as had been able to follow him ; till 

at 
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It laft his Strength began to fail him : The Foe 
3re(red him with a clofer Attack, and ivich the 
itmoft Ardour, fo that he was reduced to the 
yreateft Danger, and Poland would then have loft 
3ne of the braved of its Kings, had x\qk his Pre- 
fer vation been eflfeAed by a kind of Miracle. Dip^ 
pold of KikerzicZj a German Gentleman of extra- 
ordinary Strength, made a furious Advance to 
JageHon^ with a Poleax in his Hand. His Arm 
was already raifed, and the King was on the Point 
of falling, when Sbigna of Olefchnicza intercepted 
the fatal IBlow. He was the private Secretary of 
that Prince, and had followed him into the midft 
of fo many Perils, from the Motives of Zeal and 
a real Affedion for his Perfon , but as he was 
little acquainted with the Profeflion of Arms, he 
had not even been cautious enough to provide 
himfelf with any proper Weapons, and he car- 
ried nothing but a broken Lance, which he had 
accidentally gathered up from the Field of Bat- 
tle. The Danger in which he beheld his Maftcr, 
infpired him with a Strength and Intrepidity that 
were unufuil to him ; and, by a defperate Effort, 
he threw himfelf between Jagellon and his Adver- 
fary , and overthrew the laft with a Blow of his 
Lance. 

Some Squadrons, at laft, forced a Paflage 
through their Enemies, and came to the King's 
AOSftance, upon which Viftory immediately de- 
clared in Favour of the Poles^ and the Standard 
of St. George^ which was born by the Knight 
Kerzdorff having been ftruck down, and takcn,t , 
the PruJJians began to lofe all their Courage. 

The Bohemian and Litbuanian^ Troops reunited 
together, and advanced to the Charge: The 
Poles redoubled their Efforts, and carried all be- 
fore them. In a Word, 50000 Prujfians lay dead 

in 
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in the F ield of Battle, with their Grand M^er, 
and 400 00 were made Prifoners of War. 

Jagelt 9M negleded to improve fo importaoc a 
ViAory. He ought to have marched immedi- 
ately to befiege Atariefnburg^ which was chco in i 
general ( 3onfternation. The City was even defti- 
tute of L defence ; the Garrifon had quitted it, io 
order to join the PruJJian Army, and had bcfo 
involved i *a their Defeat ; in Conrequence of whid 
a fingle Di nchment of Polijh Troops would eafi- 
\j have m tde diemfelves Mafters of that im- 
porunt Pla ce: But the King being dcfirous of 
refrelhing h is Troops for fome Days, Henr^ of 
Plawen^ Coi nmander of Sz^eyaJcj improved this 
Delay, in ra Hying the (hatter'd Remains of the 
defeated Am iy , with whom he marched into 
Mariemburg\ which, however, was reduced to 
•Ae laft Extri!mities, and compelled to fue for 
Peace. The Conditions were advantageous to 
the Poles ^ and. Jagdlcn committed another Error 
in rejefting them. The Commander, who then 
performed the Fundlions of the Grand Matter, 
ofFer'd, in the Name of the whole Order, to yield 
up Ponurania^ the Territory of Cu'.m^ and ali the 
Places that had been ufurp^d, provided a Peace 
were immediately concluded, and the Order left 
in free Poffcflion of all Prttjjli. But the King, 
who was too much elated vith the Advmrages 
be had obtained, infilled, that the Knfghts fiioiild 
furrender at Difcretion, and open to him the 
Gates of A/jr.vwi/*ry ; jftcr which thcv were like- 
wife to fubmit to luch Laws a< he (ho :i j th:nk 
fit to impose upon them. Tr.is Ird-x:b:::cy rc- 
aninutrd the Strength aad Cc-rage cr the 
Knights. Pit^Z'^t no iongv^r i:il-":'d :•? .;ry :'-:ng 
but his ownD-lpcra:ion, wa :n hs b^Htii :o u-cric- 
uble a Conqueror, who «ras re:o>ed :o crj:h 
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the whole Order, and even diVeft them ofPruJfia. 
He was, therefore, determined to make no Con- 
ceflions, but to defend his Capital, and bury him- 
felf under its Ruins, rather tihan furrender it on 
fuch ignominious Terms. 

The Siege, in the mean Time, having been 
drawn out into a great Length, the Polijh Army 
was confiderably diminifhed by the Diftempers 
that reigned among them. Tht Lithuanians were 
fo fatigued that they were the firft who retreat- 
ed from the Siege, and were foon followed by 
the Dukes of Mazovia'^ and when Intelligence 
had been received, that the Hungarians had made 
zti IrruptioQ on the Frontiers of the Kingdom, 
Jagellon was at laft determined to raile the 
Siege. 

The brave Plawen having been elcfted Grand 
Mafter, devoted all his Attention to the Repa- 
ration of the LofTes the Knights had fuftained. 
He fold, to the King of Bohemia^ thofe Territo- 
ries which the Order poffeflTed in that Kingdom, 
for the Sum of 11 5000 Florins, and borrowed 
Ten Thoufand more of the Citizens of Dantzic. 
He afterwards levied Troops from all Quarters, 
invited the Livonians and their Grand Mafter to 
his Affiftance, caufed his Places to be fortiBed, 
and prepared to re-cake thofe of which the King 
of Poland hzd divefted him : But Fortune was ftill 
unfavourable to him, and a new Repulfe involv- 
ed the Order in greater Dangers. 

Herman of Vintkifzec^ Grand Mafter of Livo- 
nioj had marched into PruJJia with a great Army ; 
after which he ftation*d his Troops in the Parts 
adjacent to Goluh^ and went himfelf to Marten^ 
hurg^ to have a Conference with the Grand Maf- 
ter ofPruffia. During his Abfence, DobeJlaus.Pa- 
fbala placed himfelf at the Head of the Garrifons 

N of 
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o( Bobrowniki f and Ripiu^ with a Refolii€iOa to 
attack the Enemies, whofe Entrenchments be- 
trayed them into an entire Confidence of their 
Safety. His Projeft fuccecded ^ and was fo im- 
proved by the Troubles caufed by the Surprife, 
that he difperfed that great Army, killed a great 
Body of Livonians upon the Spot, and the Prifoa- 
ers alone exceeded the victorious Army in Nuna* 
ber. 

14"' Jagellon was then in a Condition to have crufli- 
ed the Knights, who were deftitute of Forces, 
and deprived of their laft Refourfe, by the De- 
feat of the Livonians. They, however, found 
Means to check the Arm of the Viftor -, and a 
fecret Negotiation, concerted with FitboldaDvkc 
of Lithuania^ in Conjundlion with a Profufion of 
Prcfents, prefcrved the Teutonic Order from im- 
pending Ruin. Plawen promifed Vitholda^ to 
yield up Samcgitia to him,' and to ereft the great 
Duchy of Lithuania into a Kingdom. His Boun- 
ties likewife gain'd upon thofe Lords who had 
moil Accefs to their Prince, and, by their Influ- 
ence, he obtained a Truce, which was fucceeded 
by aTreaty of Peace -, in which the Welfare of the 
State was facrificed to the Intereft of particular 
Perfonsj and Jagellon^ refigning the Conquefts 
which were the Property of the Republick, con- 
tented himfelf with 1 60000 Ducats, for the Ex- 
pence of the War. 

14.T4. The Church, for the Space of Forty Years, had 

*i>:^*i^":'^ been divided by the Pretenfions of three different 

otL r/^«.^ Popes •, but this dangerous Scbifm was at laft ex- 

tinguilhed by the Conduft of the Emperor Sigif- 

vmid^ who not thinking it fufficient to fend Am- 

bai&dors to the Courts of the Chriftian Princes^ 

took 
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tbok a( Progrcfs, in Perfon, through the greateft 
Part of Europe, in order to cbncert proper Mea- 
furcs, with Rcfpedt to the Council which was con- 
voked at Cofiftanccy and- to which he prevailed 
upon Jagellon to fend the Archbifhop of Gnefna. 
John XaXIII. was compelled to abdicate, after 
le^eral vain Efforts to elude that Sentence. Gre- 
gofy afted with a better Grace, and made theRe- 
(ignation by Proxy, but nothing could gain upon 
the obftinate Ambition of Benedi^i ; who was re- 
folved to continue in the Papal Chair, and had 
Ihut himfelf up in his Caftle of Panifcola in Arrc^ 
gon^ where he died. 

After the Depofition of thefe three Popes, 
Cardinal Otbo Colonna, who aflumed the Name 
of AfartinV. was eleded, and univerfally acknow- 
ledged as the lawful Succeflbr of St. PeUr. John 
Husy who for fome Time had propagated the Doc- 
trines o^WickUffy in Bohemia^ was condemned in 
this Council, notwithftanding the Paflport he 
hadobcain'd from the Emperor, for his Appear- 
ance at Conjiance. 

WhWaSigifmonJ, who was more attentive to the 
Extinction of this Schifm, than to the Govern- 
ment of his Dominions, affifted at the Council, 
the Barons of Hungary alfcmbled the Army, by 
their own Authority, and enter'd Turkey, buc 
were repulfed and defeated. The Ottoman Troops 
advanced into Hungary after their Viftory, and 
penetrated as far as the County ofCil/y\ lacking 
feveral Places, and creating Apprchenfions, tluc 
their Cbnquefts would be more cxienfive -^ 

In this Extremity, the Emperor, in Conjunftion 
with the Council oi Conjtance^ wrote to Jagellon^ 
and inrreated him to employ his Credit at the 
Port^ in order to concert a Truce. The King 
fucceedcd in this Negotiation, and received the 
N 2 Thanks 
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Thanks of all the Powers in Chriftendom, »ho;| 
had been allartned ac the Progrefs of the Ini- \ 
dels. ' } 

i4a4- New Troubles were, m the mean iimc,* cxctTiKT* 
through all Bohemia. The Punifhment inflified 
on John IIus^ and Jerom of Prague his Difciple, 
did not eradicate their Doftrines : They were re- 
vered by the Bohemians as Martyrs ; the Number of 
their Followers encreafed daily, and the Conduft 
of Vencejlaus fpirited them up to fuch a Degree, 
that if they did not dethrone that Prince, it was 
only becaufe he always ftupified himfelf wfth In- 
temperance, and left them in full Liberty to 
crufh the Priefts, and pillage the Churches. 

Upon the Death of Vencejlaus^ the Emperor Si- 
gifmcnd^ his Brother and Succeflbr, continued un- 
aftive, and gave fufEcient Time for thefe Doc- 
trines to gain new Vigour. John Zijka^ the Chief 
of iht Iluj/ilesy plundered the Carthufians of Prague j 
and the richcll Monafterics of Bohemia^ with Im- 
punity, arid had even the Infolence to caufe the 
Body of King Vencejlaus to be taken out of the 
Grave, and thrown inro the River. His Power 
being likewife increafed, he founded a new City, 
which he called by the Name of "Thabor •, he de- 
molifhed the Churches of Prague % formed the 
Siege of that Capital ; defeated the Imperial 
Troops feveral Times, and compelled Sigtfmond 
to make an ignominious Treaty with him, of 
which Zijka^ however, did not enjoy the Fruits, 
for he died foon after of the Plague. It is faid, 
that he gave Orders on his Death-bed, for his 
Body to be caft into a Layftall, and that his 
Skin fhould be converted into the Covering of 
a Drum, the Sound of which alone would ftrike 
the Enemies with Conllernation. 

The 
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y^ The Barons of the Kingdom likewife revolted 
ivoTtt^SigifinMd^ and had fhut che Gates of Prague 

"*** IE^AWH" This Adion was accompanied with 
declaration, that they determined not to ac- 
knowledge him for their Prince ; after which 
they difpatched a fplendid Embafly to Jagellon^ 
with Inftruftions to invite him to take upon him- 
felf the Government of their State, and accept of 
the Bohemian Crown. The King of Poland^ who 
faithfully adhered to his Treaties with Sigifmondy 
rcfufed their Offers, but Vitbolda^ great Duke of 
Lithuania^ was not fo fcrupulous. This Prince 
(tntCorihut into Bobemiay with a Body of Troops, 
to take Poflcflion of the Kingdom. Coribut was 
received into Prague^ and had already gain'd fomc 
Advantages, when the Complaints of the Empe- 
ror, and the repeated Orders of Jagellon^ obliged 
him to return to Poland^ and dilcontinue that 
Enterprize. 

Sigifmond did not conform to Treaties with the *^'9- 
fame Striftnefs, and he even endeavoured to fo- 
ment a Divifion between the King of Poland^ and 
the Duke of Lithuania: He, in faft, propofed to 
Jagellony at a Conference with him at Luczkoy or 
Lufna^ to join Forces with him for the Conqueft 
oiWalachia^ and complain'd, that the King had 
not fent the Troops he promifcd him, in the 
War againft the TCurh. Jagellon replied, that he 
could not confent to a League againft the IVa- 
lacbiansy who were Feudatories to the Crown of 
Poland^ and againft whom he had no juft Pretence 
for a War : That, as to the Succours promifed 
againft the Turks ^ he had faithfully executed the 
Treaties, and fent a Body of Auxiliaries to the 
Place of Rendezvous, to which the Imperial Ar- 
my never came j fo that the Poles were obliged 

N 3 W 
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to retire, after they had taken a long and dange- 
rous M irch to no EfFeft. 

This judicious Anfwer d;J but exafpcrate the 
Emperor, who retained an ancient AoimQli- 
ty againft Jagellon^ and which was not oblite- 
rated by the Services he had received from that 
Prince. And tho* he was in Alligqce with Po- 
land^ he had fecrecly fupported the Teutonic 
Knights , who were the implacable Enepnies of 
that Kingdom, and to whom he imagined he 
fhould render a Signal Service, by diflfolving thofe 
Bonds which united the Lithuanians with the Poles. 

Vitholda was ambitious, and the Regard he was 
obliged to manifeft to the Orders of the King, be- 
came dilagreeable to him. Sigifmqnd eafily dif- 
covered the Sentiments of the Duke, and in or- 
der to induce him to perfift in that Difpofition, 
he entred into a fecret Teaty with him, promifing 
to ereft Lithuania into a Kingdom in his Favour, 
and to fend him the royal Crown as foon poflible, 
but the Negotiation was diibovered, and the Poles 
orpitted nothing to prevent its Execution. 

yuboida^ exalperted at the Oppofition that had 
been formed againft his Grandeur, retired to 
Gnnl/io in Lithuania, from whence he fcnt Am- 
baff.idors to Sigifmcnd, with Inftrudlions to prefs 
him to a Compliance with his Proniifr. The Se- 
natof Poliind^ growing more allarmed at the Re- 
{o\\xi\on o\' Fitholda , and being likewife defirous 
to prevent a civil War, thought it expedient to 
flitter his Ambition, in order to divert him from 
his ambitious Views. Sbigna, Bifhop of Cracc'ii\ 
hid Orders to offer him the Crown of Pola^d^ af- 
ter the Death of Jagellan^ and yithalda would have 
clofed with fuch an advantageous Propofil, if the 
Shame of difcontinuing a Projeft that was fo far 
advanced, and the Infmuations of his Flatterers 

had 
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had not prevented him ; it became neceflary 
therefore to have recourfe to other Meafures. 

The Poles caufed the Pope to be informed of 
all that had been cranfaded between the Empe- 
ror and the Duke of Litbuania^ to the Prejudice 
of their Republick , and their Complaints were 
favourably received. Martin V. fent two diffe- 
rent Briefs to Sigifmondznd Vitholduj by which he 
prohibited the one from offering, and the other 
from accepting the Crown. 

Sigifmondj notwithftanding the Orders of the H3o« 
Pope, fent Ambafladors to Vitbolda^ with Letters, 
wherein he aflured him of a fpeedy Execution of 
the Treaty between them, and exhorted him to 
enter into a League, which was then forming be- 
tween Bobemiaj Hungary^ and the Knights oiPruf- 
fia and Livonia^ againft Poland \ but Jagellonhzv^ 
ing received Information of the Meafures taken 
by the Imperial Minifters, for entring Lithua- 
nia^ caufed their March to be obferved by John 
Czarnikowjki^ Caftellan of Pofnaniaj who happily 
executed the Orders with which he was charged ; 
(lopped the AmbalTadors on the Frontiers of Sax^ 
ony and Poland^ and feized their Difpatches, 
When the Emperor's Defigns were known, and 
when the Danger that threatned the Kingdom 
became publick, the Gentlemen of upper Poland 
affcmblcd of their own accord, and pofted Guards 
in all the Paflages; in confequence of which Pro- 
ceeding, the other AmbafTadors whom the Em- 
peror had difpatched to Vitbolda^ not daring to 
expofe themfelves to the Danger of being feized, 
and carried off by the PoUJh Troops, returned 
into Hungary^ without accomplifhing any Part of 
their Commiflion. Vitholday who expeftcd them 
with Impatience, being informed that they had 
N 4 returned 
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returned without daring to attempt a Paflage to 
him, was fo extremely mortified at that Difap- 
pointment, that he died at Troki^ in the eighti- 
eth Year of his Age, after he had reconciled 
himfelf with the King of Poland. 
TJ^ cha- This Prince was Mailer of thofe Qualities and 
^/Jaf^' Defedls that are ufually obferved in Heroes. His 
Ambition was fupported by an Intrepidity of 
Mind, which precipitated him into the utmoft 
Dangers, and caufed him to form the great- 
eft as well as the raiheft Defigns. He went to 
feek for Tamerlane in the midft of Tarlary^ and 
what did he not attempt, 'm order to obtain the 
regal Dignity ? He was rather feared , than be- 
loved, by his People, and yet they lamented his 
Death, becaufe he had always been an equitable 
Judge, tho* he poflibly might have conduifled 
himfelf with too much Severity. He carried 
his Frugality into an Abftemioufnefs from Wine, 
during his whole Life, but he preferved at the 
fame Time, an invincible Inclination to the fair 
Sex, even to the utmoft Impotency of old Age. 
The King nominated Prince Switrigal^ or 5c^-> 
drigelon^ his Brother, for his Succcflbr. 

UH* Jagellon died, a few Years after, in a very ad- 
The ixMh vanced old Age. LaJi/^jus V. his eldeft Son and 
^'^'^'•"'Succeflbr, was clefted, at the Age of Eleven 
Years, by the Influence of Cardinal SrirKj Bifhop 
of CrjiTCvS who made the PjUs fenfible it u^s 
their Intereft, that VduarAa^ to whofe Sovereignty 
the Iloufe oVJaiey.:n had an hcrcdirary Right, 
ihould continue incorporated with P^.j:.: ; jnd 
from that Time, to the Year I'-i, when .\'- 
P'SMiui ./«j[ir/f.vf, the laft Prince or thit Houre. 
died* ihtyjffi^fes always filled Lhc Throne of 

1 012? o" 
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Young Ladijlaus was Hkcwifc clcftcd King of 1440- 
Hungary^ after the Death of the Emperor Sigif- 
tnondy and he was hardly in peaceable Poffeffion 
of the Throne, before he prepared to re-conquer 
thofc Places which the "furks had wrcfted from the 
Defpot of Rafcia^ his Friend and Vaflal. Some 
Overtures for an Accommodation were at firft 
propofed, but as Amuratby Emperor oixhtTurkSj 
infifted on a Tribute, Ladijlaus^ by the Perfua- 
Con of the famous John Hunniades^ Vaivode of 
Tranfylvaniay broke off the Conferences, and 
War was refolved upon. 

Its firft Operations were attended with Succefs, 
and Ladijlaus recovered feveral Places in Rafcia. 
Hunniadesj with a fingle Detachment from the 
Chriftian Army, killed 30000 Turks, and took 
4000 of them Prifoners. The Conquerors after- 
wards ravaged Bulgaria, and the Frontiers of 
Macedonia's 2Lnd the Bajha of Natolia, having at- 
tempted to oppofe their Progrefs, was defeated 
and compelled to have Recourfe to a difhonoura- 
ble Flight, among the neighbouring Mountains, 
with the (battered Remains of his Army. 

Amurath, after the Lofs of this Battle, was 
compelled to fue for Peace, and, in order to ob- 
tain it, he yielded up all his Conquefts in Rafcia^ 
and Servia: But this Treaty was foon violated, 
by the Perfuafion of Cardinal Julian the Pope's 
Legate, who represented to the King, that the 
Turks never made Treaties, but when the Situati- 
on of their Affairs would not permit them to con- 
tinue a War : That Amuratb was greatly intimi- 
dated, and was likewife deftitute of Troops, and 
defencelefs ; and therefore, that it was neceffary to 
compleat his Overthrow, amidft Conjunftures 
that were fo favourable to Chriftendom. This Dif- 

courfc 
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courfe eafily ftaggerM a young Prince, who was 
intoxicaced widi his firft Saccefs, and in order to 
determine him more efFedually, die Legate abu- 
fed his Authority fo far, as to feign the Receipt 
of a fpecial Power from the Pope, to abfolve La- 
dijlaus from the Oath he had taken at the Ratifi- 
cation of the Treaty. 

The King, therefore, placed himfelf at the 
Head of his Army, and marched into BulgartM^ 
where he advanced below Nicopolis the Capital of 
that Province, and then entered Tlbracef where he 
took fome Caftles. His Intention was to attack 
Adrianople ; but Amuratb^ tho* he was furprifed 
at fuch an unexpedked Rupture , yet he was liot 
wanting to himfelf on thatOccafion. He aflemb- 
Jcd a Body of Troops in Hafte, and marched from 
Jfia into Europe^ notwichftanding the Efforts of 
the Chriftian Fleet, which blocked up the Screights 
of Gallipoli. 
ThrBittie Thc twQ Armics faced each other near Varna^ 
""^^J^"} a City of Moldavia y when Amurathj laying his 
^otLadijiauu Hand on the Treaty which had been fworn to 
by LadiJlauSy and appealing to God as a Witnefs 
to the Perfidy of the Chriftians, who had dared 
to violate all that was moft facred in their Reli- 
gion, began the Battle with the greater Con- 
fidence of Succefs, as he declared, that he hoped 
Jt'fus Chrijl himfelf would efpoufe his Caufe; and 
he, indeed, was vidorious. The Chriftian Troops 
were put to Flight, after an obftinate Refiftance, 
and the Cardinal Legnte^ who chiefly promoted 
the Infradlion of the Treaty, and the Perjury of 
Ladi/lauSj was involved in the Slaughter. The 
young King likcwife perifhed, after he had given 
Proofs of a Cournge much fuperior to his Age. 
Thus Ladijlaus fell, after he had reigned Ten 
Years in Polafidj and Four in Hujjgary^ and be- 
fore 
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fort hj^had actain'd the Ajgeof Twenty one Years. 

Caftmir^ great Duke qS Lithuania^ and the fe- 
cond Son of Jagelloriy fucccedcd Ladiflaus: The 
Pplijh Nc^ilky eleAed him foon afcer the Battle 
oi Varfui^ but he accepted of the Crown with 
lbn9(B Pifi^cylty , and was not acknowledged, till 
Three Years after the Death of his Brother. 

Moldavia was the Scene of the firft Operations 
of Ithe Polijh Arms , under the Reign of this Prince. 
Th(e Vaivode Alexander^ who was a Feudatory to 
thelCjngdomofiP^AiW, impiored the Afiiflanceof 
Caftmir^ ag^inft JS^^/^ir, the natural Son of an anci- 
ent Vaivode of that Province, and who pretended 
tQ the Sovereignty, on Default of lawful Heirs of 
his Ff»hcr. The King fent John Oiiejki into that 
Coijnfry, and the Ufurper was compelled to fly : 
Put 4S foon as the Polijh Army had withdrawn, he 
^flembled a Band of Robbers, by whofe Aid he 
obtain'd fuch great Advantages, that Alexander 
was obliged to fly into Podolia. 

A new Army, therefore, was fent into Molda- 
via s b»t as foQfi as the Troops appeared, John 
retired to Mountains and Places that were inac- 
ceflfible ; and as it was impoflible to come up wicK 
him, in order to finifli, by a Battle, a War which 
fpread Defolation through that Province, An Ac- 
commodation was propoled to him, and he pre- 
tended to accept it ; but the very Day when the 
Peace was concluded, the prefidious Moldavian 
attacked the Army, and would cafily have over- 
whelmed it, in the Defile it was preparing to en- 
ter, if a Defcrter had not, a few Hours before, 
informed the Poli/b Generals of Bogdan's Defign, 
Upon rhis Intelligence they prepared for Aftion, 
as much as the Situation of the Pl^e would 
permit, and they obtain'd a compleat Victory, 
iho' it proved too fatal to PJand^ by the Death 

of 
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of the Palatine Leopold^ and of Nicholas Paraiwa^ 
with feveral Lords of the firft Diftin&ion. 

H5A* Bogdan was not intimidated by this Defeat, and 
he foon appeared at the Head of a new Body of 
Troops ; fo that, in Order to end fo cruel a War, 
the Government of Moldavia was propofed to 
him, during the Minority of the young Vairode 
Alexander. Bogdan accepted this Offer, and was 
preparing to go to Kaminiecy in order to treat 
with the PoliJS hordsy who had been fent thither 
by the King, when a Moldavian^ named PeUr^ 
caufed him to be afTaflinated. This Moldavian 
was one of Alexander's Friends, and the Murder 
was even avowed by that young Prince ; But Pe* 
ter had fecret Pretenfions to the Throne, and he 
deftroyed Bogdan, with no other View than to 
fucceed in his Place. Alexander was afterwards 
poifoned, and Peter found Means to fupport him* 
felf in his Ufurpation, 

1454. The Yoke of the Teutonic Knights being ren- 
dered infupportable to their Subjefts, the Tyran- 
ny of this religious Order, effefted chat in Favour 
o^ Poland, which, till then, it never had been 
able to obtain by all its Efforts and Viftories. 
The PruJ/ians were fo oppreffed by the Exaftions, 
and expofed in fuch a Manner to the Barbarity of 
their unrelenting Mailers , that they openly re- 
voked from them. The Knights, amidft this 
general Confpiracy, could only prcferve Mart- 
enburg and Scbut 5 whilfl Thorn, Dantzic, Elbing, 
Golub, Culm, and feveral other Cities implored 
the AfTrftanceof Cfl//w/r, and follicited him to 
furnifh them with Troops. The King gave a 
favourable Reception to their Deputies ; created 
Four Palatines for Thorn, Elbingy Krowlowgrod^ 

and 
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and Dantzic'9 abrogated the exorbitant Impofl:8» 
and prepared to march into Prujfia^ to deliver it 
efFcftually from the Tyrants, and receive the 
Homage of his new Subjefts. 

This firft Expedition , however, was not fo 
fuccefsful as it was juft, and Cafimir was defeat- 
ed by an Army of Germans^ and Sileftans. The 
Siege of Marienburgy which the Inhabitants of 
the Country had atucked incellantly for feveral 
Months, was raifed in Confequence of this Over- 
throw. 

This Difgrace was fo far from diminifhing the 1457. 
Courage of the PoUs^ that it rather contributed 
to animate them the more. They defeated the 
Knights in feveral Engagements, made themfelves 
Mafters of their ftrongefl: Caftles, and, at lad, 
feized the Citdel of Marienburg^ which was fur- 
renderM to them by Ulric Czirvoncza^ and the 
Garri/bn, with all the Ammunition and Provifi* 
ons that bad been depofited there. 

The Grand Mafter ftill found Means to aflem- 
bleagreat Army, by the Afliftance of his Friends, 
and rccover*d fomc Fortrefles, which, for a 
Time, protrafted his entire Defeat j but Cafimir 
baving eafily difperfed thefe new Levies, and 
:aken the City of Choinicz by Aflault, this im- 
perious Order, which had caufed all the North to 
tremble, was obliged to fubmit, and humbly fuc 
For Peace. 

This the King of Poland was inclinable to 
grant them, at the Sollicitation of feveral Sove- 
reign Princes, and it was concluded at ^horn. 
The Knights yielded up to Poland^ the Territo- 
ries of Cuhn^ Mi c blow , and the Duchy of Pome- 
rania, according to their ancient Limits *, and 
Marienburgy Schut^ Crsjiturgj Elbing^ and Tolk-^ 

mitb^ 
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mtby Irkevrife cominued in the Pofltffion of TV- 
land. Cafimr reftortd to the Knights, tfte lle- 
irrainder of hrs Conqucfts in Prujfta , and \t Hfii 
agreed, that the Grand Matter fhould ahrayj 
have a Scat, in thtf Senate of Poland^ and that 
he flfould come Six Months after his Eleftiori, td 
take an* Oath of Fidelity, and render Homagje? to 
the King, for Prujfia. Such was the Conclufion of 
this War, whith had filled the North with Horror 
anrd Defolation , foi" the Space of almoft Two 
Centuties. 

After the Death of the famous George Pofdzie- 
bracki^KwQof Bohemia^ the Barons unanimoufly e- 
lefted Ladiflaus^ the eldeft Son of Ca/tmiry in Op- 
pofition to all the Intrigues of Manhias Corvu 
nusy King of Hungary. The young Prince imme- 
diately fct out, to receive the Homage of his 
SubjeAs, and happily arrived at Prague^ where he 
was crowned. The Efforts of his Competitor, to 
oppofe him in his Paflage, were all ineffeftual, 
and Matthias J vtho\ in order to place a new Crown 
on his Head, had e5chaufled Hungary of its Troops, 
and left it expofcd to the Invafions of the Turksy 
was on the point of being rendered the Dupe to 
his own Ambition. Tht Hungarians ^ who were 
diffatisfied with his Governnlent, affembled on a 
fudden -, upon which they depofed him, and made 
a Tender of the Crown to Caftmiry the fecond 
Son of the King of Poland. Matthias ^ at the 
firft Intelligence of thefe unpleafing Events, quit- 
ted Bohemia, aflTcmbled a great Army of Mora- 
vians^ and left nothing unattempted to regain the 
Affedion and Confidence of his People. Cafi- 
fnir arrived too late, and was abandoned with 
as little Hcfitation as he had be^n elefted. 

All thefe foreign Expeditions were very ex- 
penfive to Polaud^ the People were loaded wrr-^i 

fuch 
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fuch Taxations as were before unknown ; the 
Number of Gentlemen was confiderably dimi- 
niihed, by fo many Battles, and different Ex- 
peditions, in Confequence of which, Caftmir died 
but little lamented by his Subjects. 
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HEN the Ceremonials of the 
late King's Funeral were over, the 
general Diet of Ele&ion aflemb- 
led at Piotzkrow ; but full of Tu- 
mult and Faftions, as are ufual, when a Nation 
happens to be divided into Two Parties equally 
potent. The Grand Marfhal of the Crown fa- 
voured Sigifmond^ one of the Sons of Caftmir : 
Sbignaj Archbifliop of Gne/na^ had fecretly promif- 
ed his Vote to the Duke of Mazoviai but this 
Prince condufted himfelf too haughtily on that 
Occafion, and it was thought that he would feize 

by 
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hy Violence a Donation that depended on th* free 
Will of the Poles^ his Deportment, therefore, 
was the Caufe of his Excluuon, and John Albert^ 
who was but the third -Son ofCaJimir^ and who 
was never thought of at firft, was unanimoufly 
eledted and acknowledged. 

His Eleftion was hardly over, before the Ve* »4P3t 
netians^ on one Side, difpacched a fplendid Em- ' 
bafly to compliment him on his Acceffion to the 
Crown, and to engage him in a League againft 
the common Enemy of Chriftendom, the Turks^ 
who, on the other Side , being apprehenfive of 
an Attack from^o many Enemies at once, fenc 
Prefcnts to the new King, and propofed a Truce 
for fome Years. Albert did not think it expedi- 
ent to declare himfelf at the Commencement of 
his Reign, on an Article of that Importance, 
and did not come to any Refolution till the fuc* 
ceeding Year. - 

War was then determined upon, in a Confe- j494« 
rencc at LivocZy between Albert^ and his Brother 
Ladijlaus^ King of Bohemia^ and Hungary. This 
Expedition was undertaken from a fecret Motive 
to avenge their Uhkle Ladijlaus^ who loft his 
Life in the Battle of Fames ^ but they concealed 
their Defign for fome Time , with a Refolution 
to declare themfelves at the firft favourable Con- 
juntture. 

Stephen^ Vaivode of Moldavia^ and a Vaffal of 
Poland^ foon furniflied them with the Opportu- 
nity they defired. He came to implore the Af- 
liftance of his Lord, the King of Poland^ againft 
the Turks ^ who ravaged his Province, and the 
Two Princes thought that Pretext fufficient to 
authorize a War againft that formidable Enemy 

O to 
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to Chriftianity. Albert advanced towards H^ala" 
cbia^ with an Army of Eighty Thoufand Men* 
and Thirty Thoufand Waggons, loaded with 
Arms and Baggage. The Vaivode had engaged 
to furnifh the Poles with Pfovifion and Forage, 
but whether it was, that he made a private A- 
grecment with the Turks^ or that he intended to 
render his Perfidy meritorious to the Sultan^ this 
Prince was unpundlual to his Promife, and aban- 
doned the Army in the utmoft Extremity. The 
exafperated Poles turned thofe Forces againft him, 
which were intended for the Humiliation of the 
T^urky and they bcfieged the City of Soczawa^ the 
Capital of Moldavia. They were -even prepa- 
ring to force the Place, and punifli the fValacbian 
for his Crime, when LadiJIaus King of Hungary ^ 
concerted Meafures for an Accommodation, which 
was accepted by the Vaivode, with no other View, 
than to deceive the Poles anew. The Treaty; 
being therefore concluded, the King, finding his 
Troops fatigued, and being likewife indifpofed 
himfelf, took the Rout to Poland^ without the 
leaft Sufpicion of Treachery •, but as foon as the 
Army had advanced into the Foreft of Bukoii\ 
the Vaivode, who was there ported in Ambuf- 
cide, attacked them on all Sides; threw the 
Troops into Diforder ; carried oflT a great Num- 
ber of Priloners, among whom were feveral 
Dukes, and Palatinates •, and would have taken 
the King himfelf, if a large Body of his beft 
Troops, had npt performed Prodigies of Valour, 
in his Defence ; and when the Poltjh Forces had 
difrngnged themfelves from that unfavourable 
Situation, they were again attacked on the Banks 
of the Pruth : But as the fValacb'uvis were then 
no longer in their Forcfts, the Poles defeated 
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chofe bfamous Foes, and punilhed them for 
their Perfidy. • ♦ . • 

The Turks^ fome Years after this Event, hav- 149** 
ing made an Irruption into Rujfia^ Albert march- 
ed agiinft them and defeated their Troops, tho' 
chey were much more numerous than his own, 
ind Forty Thoufand of the Infidels were (lain in 
the Field of Battle. The Polijb Soldiers after- 
wards found fevcral of tlhc Enemies wounded 
Men, who had concealed themfclves in the Bel- ^ 
lies of their Horfes, and were ^hen dead. The 
(hatter*d Remains of the Ottoman Army fled into 
Moldavia^ to the Vaivode Stephen \ but as thtf 
TurkSy when they were purfued by their Conque- 
rors, had quitted their. Turbans for Polijh Habits, 
their Ally himfc.f was deceived by this Difguife, 
md attacked them with a Body of Troops, who 
(lew above Ten Thoufand of the Infidels. 

This fortunate Event happened a few Years i^ou 
before the Death of the King, who was mkcn 
off by an ApopleAic Fit, in the Forty firll Year 
of his Age, and after he had reigned Twelve 
Jfears and Eight Months. 

The Choice of a Succeflbr was attended with 
great Contefts. The Diet was held at Piotzkow^ 
where Three Competitors, who had equal Pre- 
tenfions to the Throne, made their Appearance. 
Ladijlaus^ King of Bohemia and Hungary , and 
rfdeft Son of the late King Cafimir^ magnified 
his Power, his Riches, and his Age •, together 
with the Advantages the Poles would derive from 
th<* Union of the Forces of Two fuch neighbour- 
ing Kingdoms. He had likewife a great Num- 
ber of the Nobility, whom he had gain'd ovc^ 
to his Inttreft by Liberalities. Sigifmund Duke 
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of Glogaw had the AfFcdion of the People, mhm 
his Merit and Virtues had engaged in his luce- 
reft; bur JL'xanderj the third Son of Cafimr^ 
wjs, aftrr feveral longConfcreoGes, preferred be- 
fore his Two Brothers. As he was Great Duke 
of Lithznnia^ the PgUs were appreheoGve that 
he would vacate the Treaties made by JagtUon^ 
if they did not place him on the Throoe. Iq 
this Manner did the Intercft of the Republic, 
which difcovcr'd fuch great Advanuges in the 
• Union of the Two States, prevail over all other 
ConQderations, and Alexander was declared the 
SucceiTor to his Brother. 

The Reign of this Prince was rendered memo- 
rable by a Vidory obtained over the Tartan. 
Alexander was indifpofed when thefe Barbarians 
made an Irruption into Litbi<ania ; but he caufed 
himfelf to be carried in a Litter, at the Head 
of his Army, and advanced againft his Enemies; 
and when the Two Armies were on the Point of 
engaging, the Palatine of Pofnaniay who arrived 
from Vtlna^ appeared on the Top of a Hill, 
with Three Hundred Men, who attended him 
as a Guard, and in order to make them appear 
more numerous, he difpofedthem into one Line in 
Front. The Tartars^ who imagined a new Body 
of Troops were advancing to the Affiftance of 
the LitbuamaJu y were immediately ftruck with 
Confternation. Gtt\^vz\ Stanijlaus Kijka^ immedi- 
ately improved this Circumftance by a fudden 
Attack upon the Enemy, over whom he gain'd 
a compleat Vidory. The King, who was feized 
with the Agonies of Death when he received 
the News of this fortunate Event, collefted 
all the Remainders of his Strength, in order to 
render his Acknowledgements to the Deity, and 
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as he was then deprived of his Speech, He ex- 
preffed by Motions, his Gratitude to Heaven, 
and his Joy for the Defeat of his PcopIe*s Ene- 
mies. He died the next Moment, ac the Age 
of Forty Five Years, having reigned Fourteen 
Years in Utbuania^ and Five in Poland. 

His Succeffor Sigifmondl. employed the firft^^.'i^* 
Years of his Reign, in reforming thofe Abufes "** 
which had crept into the Adminiftration of pub- 
Mck AflFairs. The richeft Domains of the Crown 
were mortgaged, and the Treafury was cxhauft- 
ed by immenfe Penfions. Sigifmondl by the Aid 
of John Bonner^ a Minifter whofe Difintercfted- 
ne(s was equal to his Abilities, redtified thefe 
Diforders, and when he had modelled the Go- 
vernment of the interior Parts of the Kingdom 
into a better Form, his next Care was to extend 
his Limits, and make himfelf refpeftcd by his 
Neighbours. 

Bajiliusj Czar or Grand Duke of Mufcovy^ 
having made an Irruption upon the Frontiers of 
Poland^ with an Army of Eighty Thoufand 
Horfe , was purfued by Sigifmond in his Retreat ; 
The Two Armies confronted each other , when 
the Mufcovitesj who were feized with a Panic at 
the Sight of the Polijh Battalions, who were arm* 
ed with a Foreft of Lances, had recourfe to an 
ignominious Flight, without once daring to en- 
gage, and they left all their Booty and Baggage 
behind them. The fValachiam cnter'd black Ruf^ 
Jia^ about the fame Time ; furprifcd Leopold the 
Capital of that Province, and fpread the Devaf- 
tations of Fire and Sword wherever they camej 
But the Poles foon made cruel Reprifals in JVala^ 
cbia. The Vaivode and his Troops, who were 
habituated to Inroads and Depredations , were 
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incapable of maintaining their Ground, before an 
Army of Troops who obfervcd all the Rules of 
military Difcipline ; and they flunk into the 
Wilds of their Forefts. The Cities of Doricbim^ 
Sczepanowits^ Czarnavicz^ and Cbezim^ were tak- 
en by Storm, and facked by thePoles^ whore- 
tired with immenfe Spoils: The IValacbians at- 
tacked them in their Return, at the Pafs of (he 
Nieftery but were repulfed with Lofs. 

»5'4« The War againft the Mufcovites ftill continued, 
tho* its Operations were not attended with Vi- 
^or, and no memorable A&ion \iras performed 
for feveral Years. When ever that People pre- 
fumed to pafs the Boundaries which feparated the 
Two Dominions , the Appearance of the Poles^ 
and the Terrors of their Arms, were fufficient to 
difperfe their Enemies. During thefeTranfa^li- 
. ons, a Mu/covUe Officer furprifed Smolenjko on the 
Frontiers of Lithuania^ and the Czar, in order 
to preferve hisConqueft, marched thither with 
a great Body of Horfe. Sigifmond oppofcd him 
with no more than Thirty Thoufand PoUs and Li- 
thuanians^ and the Muftovite Forces retired, at 
the firft Appearance of thefe Troops, and fhel- 
ter'd themfelves on the oppofite Bank of the Bo- 
rijlhenes^ whofe Rapidity and fteep Shear feem'd 
a fufficient Security to them. But Ccnjlantine 
Oftroukiy who commanded the Polijh Troops, 
foon furmounted thefe Obftacles, and threw a 
Bridge, with great Expedition, over the River, 
above the Caftle of Or/ha^ and while the Infantry 
marched over it, the Cavalry fwam crofs that deep 
River in the View of the Mufcovites. The PoUs 
intrenched themfelves on the Shore, where they 
refted themfelves for fome Hours, and then 
marched as to a Viftory that was infallible. The 
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Utbuanians began the AAion, and then retreat- 
ed by Degrees, to draw on the Mufcovites within 
Cannbn Shot, and thofe Barbarians^ who fought 
without the leaft Art or Regularity, were eafily 
betrayed into the Snare, and miftook this Strata- 
gem for a real Flight. When they had advanced 
within a proper Diftance, the Lithuaniam opened 
their Ranks , to afford a Paflage to the Shot , 
which made a dreadful Havock, and fwept away 
mod of the Enemies Squadrons, whofe Over- 
throw was eafily compleated by the Poles. Thofe 
who efcaped the Conquerors Sword, betook 
themfelves to Flight, with fo much Precipitation 
and Diforder, that mod of them were drowned 
Jn pafling the River Cropirna^ which flows into 
the Borijthenes between Orjha and Dulrow. It 
was reported for certain , that 420CO Mufcovites 
were flain in the Field of Battle, without includ- 
ing thofe who periflied in their Flight : The Mtif- 
covite General, and Two Noblemen of the firft 
Diftinftion, were made Prifoners, and this Vifto- 
ry, which cod the Poles but Three Hundred Men, 
diffufed the Terror of their Name through all 
Mufcovj. 

Baftlius was ftruck with fuch a Condernation at 
the News of this Overthrow, that he retired 
from Smolevjkoy which was immediately befieged 
by the Poles -, but as they were loaded with Spoils, 
and the numerous Garrifon that defended the 
Place, were in a Condition to draw the Siege in- 
to a great Length, the Btfiegers contented them- 
felveswith forming a Blockade, by difpofing their 
Troops into Three important Pofts, adjacent to 
the City, and then they retired. 

During thefe Tranfaftions, Albert Marquifs of i$^^ 
Brandenburg^ and Grand Mailer of the Teutonic 
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Order, refiifed to pay to King Smjmmut dN^'Setl- 
ty and Homage he oired bjm for the ArtffioBe 
of Pntffia » and commenced a War by accadung 
the Fortrefs of Brauntberg^ which he cairied isf 
Aflaulc : But the Km^ having raifed a ounMiins 
Army, marched againft che Rebel, and made 
liimrelf Mafter of Mielfac^ and the Ctcadeliyf^ 
Und^ and then, making the beft Improvement 
of thefe Advantajg;es, he penetrated farther into 
the Territories ofche Grand Mafter, and lacked 
feveral Cities in Brandenburg. 

AlberU being thus vigoroufly prefled, was pre- 

faring to fue for Peace, when H^dfang^ Duke of 
cbonenburg^ came to his Afliftance, with an Ar- 
my of 14000 Germans. This GenenU befiend 
Dantzic^ and ravaged the adjacent Country, but 
^he Artillery of the Place was fo well employed, 
and the Inhabitants made fuch a gallant Defence, 
fhat they were in no need of Succours to repel the 
Enemy who beficged them. The Cannon of the 
Town chunder'd upon their Camp, and they were 
foon deftituce of rrovifions, in a Country which 
they themfelves had laid defolate : and as feveral 
epidemic Diftempers raged among their Troops^ 
they were compelled to raife the Siege in an ig- 
nominious Manner. Twelve Thoufand Pol^ 
Horfe fell upon them in their Retreat, and de- 
ilroyed a great Number of their Men ; the reft 
were flaughter'd by the Peafants of Pomeramay 
where the Renuins of this unfortunate Army had 
retired for Refuge. 

This Viftory wa? fucceeded by the Surrender 
of Dirfibawj Siargard^ and the Caftle of Cboincz \ 
fo that Albert^ who was now deftitute of all Re- 
fourfes, was conftrainM to refign himfelf to the 
(3ei[nenc]r of his Conqueror. 
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The Dodrines of Lutber had already made a 15,5, 
great Progrefs in Germany^ under the Protec- 
tion of the Dukes of Saxony^ and the Marquifs 
of Brandenburg having embraced them, after the 
Example of feveral neighbouring Princes, entire- 
ly quitted the Religion in which he had been edu- 
cated. He likewife entered into a Treaty with 
Sigifmond^ inConfequenceofwhich, he abandoned 
the Interefl: of the Teutonic Order, whofe firft 
Station he had pofTeffed, and it was ftipulated, 
that he fliould Share Prujfia with the King ; 
and that the Marquifs, in the Quality of a fecu- 
lar Duke, ihould hold as a Fief of the Crown of 
Poland^ that Part of the Province which had been 
allotted him. Thus was PruJfia wrefted from the 
Knights of the Teutonic Order, who had enjoy- 
ed it for the Space of Three Centuries. This 
Treaty was, in Reality, very advantageous to 
the Republic, and for ever extinguifhed thofe 
Flames of War which Ihe had Reafon to appre- 
l^end from her ambitious Neighbours ; but it 
was alfo as fatal to the Romjh Religion , and 
open'd a Door to Lutheranifm which difFufed it 
fclf from Prujfta to Poland. 

Some Years after this Event, Peter^ or Petril- 
Ion J Vaivode of JValachia^ advanced into the 
fmall Province of Pokutia , where he burnt Sni- 
atyn. Count Tarno^ at the News of this Irrupti- 
on, marched againft tht fValacbian Prince, with 
a Body of 6000 Men, and fortified himfelf in 
the Town of Oberftin ; and tho* the Enemy , to 
the Number of foooo Men, poffcflTed the neigh- 
bouring Heights, he yet had the Bravery to en- 
gage them ; but, inftead of attacking them in 
Front, he fell upon their Flank, whilft feveral 
Pieces of Cannon play'd upon the firft Lines of 
(heir Army : And the Fire was fo violent^ that 
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the Main Body of their Army was forced opon 
the Wings : This Movement created a general 
Confufion, in Confcquence of which they were 
entirely defeated, and the Vaivode, who was 
dangeroufly woundi^y faved himfelf with great 
Difficulty, 

After the Death of Baftlius^ Grand Duke of 
JMufcovy^ Ouczinay who was conftituted Regent 
of that Duchy, during the Minority of the young 
Czar, made fcveral Inrodes into LUbuaniaj and 
penetrated into the Country adjacent to Vilna ; 
but the brave Count Tarno^ who had fo lately 
fignalized his Valour by defeating the WalacbianSy 
placed himfelf at the Head of the Lithuanian and 
Polijh Troops, and foon difperfed the Enemy : 
But, as he thought this Advantage not fufficient ; 
he entered Mufcovj^ in his Turn •, took the Caftlc 
of Hemelly and placed a ftrong Garrifon there. 
He then beficged Strarodub^ where the Tutor of 
the young Duke, had (hut himfelf up with feve- 
ral of the principal Noblemen of RuJJia. The 
Troops of the Garrifon , who were commanded 
and animated by the braveft Men in Mufcovy^ 
defended themfelves in a gallant Manner. The 
PoUJh Artillery made but little Impreflions on 
the Walls of the Place, which were built with 
Beams riveted together, and fupported by a Bul- 
wark of Earth -, but a certain Engineer having 
directed the Troops to fire thofe Palifades with 
Pitch and Cannon Powder, the Flame, augment- 
ed by the Wind, became immediately fo violent, 
that the Fortifications were foon reduced to Arti- 
es. The Fire was likewife communicated to the 
Cityitfelf, which compelled the Regent of Af^/ 
cGvy^ and the Lords who accompanyed her, to 
furrendcr, in order to efcape the Flames. The 
Poles carried off Sixty Thoufand Prifoners of all 
Ages, andRanlcs, together wi:h an immenfc Booty. 
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The Affairs of the Mufcavites are fo interwo- 
ven with the Hiftory of Poland^ that it will not 
be improper to give fome Account, of the Coun- 
try it felt, and the Strength of that Nation. 

Mufcovy has the frozen Sea for its Northern Li- 
mit 5 the River Oby divides it from Grand Tar^ 
tary^ to the £jy? ; and it is bounded, on the 
ff^tjit by Poland J Lithuania^ and the Territories 
of the King of Sweden* Its Breadth is almoft equal 
to its Length, and the whole comprehends an 
Extent of Six Hundred Leagues. This vaft 
Country is watered, firft by the Folgaj which 
flows through the Kingdoms of Cazan^ and AJlra^ 
can^ and then difchai^es it felf into the Cafpian 
Sea; fccondly, hytht Dwina^ which falls into 
the white Sea, near Archangel\ thirdly, by the 
Oby^ which takes its Courfe from Grand Tartar)^ 
and difgorges its Waters into the frozen Sea of 
Nova Zembla ; fourthly , by the Boriftbenes^ or 
Nieper^ which has been renderM lo famous, 
by the Ifles inhabited by the Cojfaques^ and laftly, 
by the Bon^ which lofes it felf in the black Sea, 
near the Palus Maotis. 

It is not eafy to determine the Number of Pro- 
vinces in Mufcovy. Mufcovy^ properly fo called, 
md in which the Capital is fituated ; Siberia ; Lu- 
bomiria\ Rezan 2Lnd Laponia, are the mod famous 
af all. Mofcow-^ which receives its Name from 
the River on which it is feared -, JVolodomir^ Novo- 
irodj and Archangel^ are its fineft Cities, The Czar 
Peter lately built a new one on the Baltic Sea, which 
le diftinguiflied by the Nanxe of Peterjhurg. 

The rrince exercifes a defpotic Power over 
iis People, who are rather Slaves than Subjefts, 
An Opinion, rendered venerable by Antiquity, in 
Conjunftion with the Prejudices of Education, 
)as imprefled the Hearts of the Mufcovites with 
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a fervile Refpeft, and a blind Obedience to their 
Czar, and they perhaps confider him with nme 
Veneration than they offer to the Deity him- 
felf. The eftabliflied Relielon is forofied out 
of the Doftrines of the Gr^^i Church, tho* blend- 
ed with a Variety of Superftitions. Several of 
their Provinces are inhabited by Idolaters, whd 
bear the Name of Chriftians, tho' they have no 
Knowledge of the Saviour of the World. St. Nu 
cbolas is the Proteftor of RuJ/ia^ which renders 
him Honours that are almoft divine. 

There are but Two Archbifhops in Mu/covy^ 
one of whom is the Patriarch and Metropolitan 
of thofe vaft Dominions. The Number of Bi- 
fliops is likewife very inconOderable. They are 
habited in a Caflbck of black Silk, over which is 
thrown a Mantle, adorned with Three white Frin* 
ges. They are generally taken out of Monafte- 
ries, where the mod auftere Regulations are ob- 
ferved. 

With Refpeft to the Manners of this Nation, 
the MufcovUes area fuperfticious, illiterate and 
brutal People *, fervilely bending under the Yoke 
of their Prince, and not daring to quit their Coun^ 
try without his Pcrmiflion. They are but little 
acquainted with the polite Arts, and as they ne- 
ver travel into other Countries, their vaft Fo- 
refts, cover'd with eternal Snow, feem a delight- 
ful Region to them. They formerly were pro- 
hibited the Ufc of Wine , but their chief Fefti- 
vals, and particularly that of their Patron St. Ni- 
cholas^ were exempted from that Reftriftion, and 
for that Reafon , were generally fignalized by 
fome drunken Maflacre. Their Courage is far 
from being extraordinary , and their Viftories 
arc only owing to Numbers. They are abjeft 
pnemics ; and untraftablc Conquerors -, they bow 
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down at the lead Refiftance, and ufe their Ad- 
vantages like real Barbarians, Their Cities are 
all fortified, and a Battery of Four Pieces of Can- 
non, would lay their ftrongeft Ramparts in Ru- 
ins. The Czar Peter has polifhed their Manners 
in Tome Meafure, and, in order to introduce the 
Arts among them , he came to cultivate an Ac- 
quamtance with them in HollandyEnglandsindFrance, 
They had formerly a great Number of Prin- 
ces, and were, in a Manner, Slaves to the Cham 
of thofe Tartars who inhabit the Country beyond 
the Volga ^ but one of their Dukes (hook off 
that Yoke, at the beginning of the Sixteenth 
Century ; he likewife conquered l^ovogrod and 
Mofcaw^ and laid the Foundations of the valt 
Empire of Rujfta. 

The Reign of Sigtfmond I. was a continual fS4«* 
Scene of Conquefts and Profpcrity to Poland.'^li^i 
This Prince, when he had reprefled the Infolencei. 
of the Enemies to that State, and had afterwards 
caufed his People to enjoy the Fruits of a long 
and happy Peace ; died at the Age of Eighty 
Four, and after a Reign of Forty Two Years. 
His Epitaph, which is in the Royal Chapel of 
the Church of Cracow^ contains his Panegyric, in 
the following Strain. 

Divus Sigifmundus Jagellonius^ Polonia Rex^ &? 
Lithuania Dux Magnus^ Scithicus^ Valachius^ 
MofcboviticuSy Prufficusj ViSlor ac Triumpba-^ 
/or, Patef\ Patri^j in hoc Monumentum^ afe 
tnagnificentijfime ereSIum^ Hiatus requie/cit. 

Sigijmond 11. furnamed Jugujlusj was clc&^d siiifmmiiL 
and crowned in the Life Time of his Father: 
He was therefore acknowledged without any Dif- 
ikulty, and Poland y^^^ not then thi: Spe£tacor of 
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He was obliged to render Homage to the King 
of Poland^ as a Vaffal to the Crown ; he was lik^ 
wife to difcharge the Expences of the War, and to 
make Refticution to the Archbilhop, for all the 
Lodes he had fuftained. 

That Branch of the Teutonic Order, in whom 
the Sovereignty of Livonia was vcftcd, did not 
fpring from the fame Original as the Knights of 
PruJJia. In the Year 1200, Meinhard^ a Native 
of Ltibec^ preached the Gofpel to the Livoniam^ 
and was confecrated Bifhop of their Country, by 
the Archbifhop of Bremen. Chriftianity made 
a great Progrefs at firft, and feveral Lords were 
baptized by Meinbard^ but under Beaibold his 
Succefibr, a cruel Perfecution was raifed againft 
the Chriftians, whofe Conduft might perhaps be 
contrary to the Maxims of the GofpcJ, when they 
took up Arms againft the Infidels. This War 
gave Birth to an Order which affumed the Name 
of Knights of the Jhorl Sword. The Body of this 
new Militia increafcd in a fhort Time, and caufed 
the Territories they had conquered from the In- 
fidels, to be adjudged to them. But as they grew 
too weak to he able to fupport themfelves alone, 
they were incorporated into the Order of the 
Pruffian Knights of the Crofs, tho' they had their 
own Grand Matters, and Commanders. 

The Order oi Livonia had fcarce placed it felf 
under the Proteftion of the King, before the 
Czar entered that Province, and took the City 
of Derft, which occafioned the cruel War, with 
which Poland znd Mt/fcovy were fo long harrafled. 

Sigifmond oppofed the Czar's Invafion, and in- 
fifted on his Reftitution of the Place he had late- 
ly feized, with a Denunciation of War againft 
him, in Cafe of a Refufal. John BafUides would 
not vouchfafe any Anfwcr to the Polijb Ambaffa- 
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dbrs, .and they had no fooner quitted his Domi- 
nions, than he entered Li//?//fl;//rt with an Army 
of 300000 Men. Polocz was incapable of refitt- 
ing thefe numerous Troops, and the City of 
Derpt was carried by AflTault and facked. The 
Mufcovites took 80000 Frifofters, amongft whonii 
were a great Number of 7^?::^;, who, after an ob- 
ftinate Retufal to fubmit to B.ip^irrn, were drown- 
ed in the River Dziuina , the Ice of which was 
broken for this cruel Purpofe ; but a Body of 
1 500 Poles^ defeated, jrf the next Campaign, an 
Army of 40000 Rifjfians , of whom they flew 
15000 upon the Spot, and difperfed the reft. 

An Accommodation was, however, propofed, 
and Siglfmond difpatched an Efiibaffy into ]^uf^ 
covy^ but John Bajllidci, afted an infinCere Part, 
by amufing the Pol'flj Miniftcrs, with various 
Pretexts, and he broke off the Conference as 
foon as his Tfoops were in a Condition to take 
the Field. The Ruffian Army was divided intd 
Two Bodies; one of. which marched towards 
Smolenjko^ undtr the Conduft of General Srebny^ 
and the other, which was commanded by Peter 
Swijki^ advanced farther, an^d encamped in the 
Plains of Czafnitz near the River UJla. Nicholas 
RadzivH Palatine of Vilna^ General of the Li- 
tbuanian Troops, and Gregory Chodkievicz^ Mar- 
Ihal of the Camp, having received Intelligence, 
by Spies, that the Ruffians did not keep any ftridt 
Guard in their Camp, attacked them on a fud* 
den. The Confufion created by this Surprife, in 
Conjundlion with the Ardour of the Aflailants, 
rendered the Mufccvites incapable of defending 
themfclvcs, and they were forced \h their In- 
trenchments before they could Arm for the 
Engagement. Thirty Thoufand Men fell te- 
neath the Sword of the Conqueror ; the reft 
had Recourfe to Flight, J»nd were either drown 
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ed in the adjacent Marfhes» or flaughcer'd by the 
Peafants, who did not foare even the General 
himfelf, who had the Misfortune to fall into their 
Hands, The other Ruffian Troops, who were 
pofted near Orjha , having received Intelligence 
of the Defeat of their Companions, immediately 
quitted Lithuania^ with fo much Terror and Pre- 
cipitation, that they left their Baggage with all 
their military Equipage, in their Camp. 

The fame Year was likewife rendered remark- 
able by a Viftory, which Stanijlaus Pacz^ Pala- 
tine of Witepjk^ obtained over 30000 Afi(/^6ii;//f;, 
who beficged the Caftle of Jezerijk. Pacz had 
only 3000 Men, whom he configned to the Com- 
mand of the Standard-bearer of his Palatinate, and 
of John Swiporod ; and thefe Two Officers made 
fuch a vigorous Attack upon the Lines of the Bc- 
fiegers, that they entirely forced them , after an 
Engagement in which the Enemy loft Eight Thou- 
fandMen. 

This War continued for fome Years, with al- 
moft an equality of Advantage on each Side -, and 
if the Mufcovites were compelled to withdraw in- 
. to their own Country after a Defeat, they foon 
returned with a greater Body of Troops, whofc 
Number made them a Compendition for their 
Loffes. In vain were they conquered, near the 
Lake of Sitnoy and afterwards near the Fortrefs 
of Vielifs : for they foon retook the Field with 
new Troops, and continued their Devaftacions. 

i.*«8. Sigifmond^ in order to cneck thefe cruel Ra- 
vages, refolved to Attack thefe Deflroyers in 
their own Country, and to carry Fire and Sword 
into the very Heart of Mufcovy^ with an Army 
of 100000 Men, but he was unfuccefsful in his 
Expedition. The Mufcovites had learned the Art 
of War, by their frequent Defeats, and became, 

at 
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iit leaft , capable of making a Refiftance. the 
Poles befieged the Fortrefs of Ula to no Effcft ; 
for the Ruffians threw in a Body of Succours, and 
Sigifmond was obliged to raife the Siege. Some 
fliorc Time after which. Remain Sangujko^ Grand 
Marfhal of Lithuania^ obliterated this Affront by 
the bloody Defeat of the Ruffian Army. He evert 
furprifed Ula^ where Sigifmond had been unfuC- 
cefsful, after Which he burnt the Place, and cut 
the Garrifon to Pieces. 

The Two Nations being equally fatigued with 
the War, agreed to a Truce for Three Ycars^ 
during which Interval, Sigifmond Auguftus died at 
Cbinitz in Lithuania^ from whence his Body was 
afterwards conveyed to Cracow^ and depofited 
by that of his Father. 

This wife and gentle Prince would never 
permit the Sword to be drawn againft thofe of 
nis Subjefts who adhered to the new Opinions. 
Rome blamed him for this Moderation, and im- 

Euted it to him as a Crime. He had always an 
iclination to Peace, when he conceived it to be 
advantageous to his People, over whom God had 
placed him ; but he always had Rccourfe to War, 
When he found it neceflary : And the Welfare of 
the Public was the conftant Motive to his Con- 
duft in each of thefe Conjunftures. Tov/ards the 
Clofe of his Life, he indulged himfeif with a 
Miftrefs, who had an abfolute Difpofal of all his 
Favours, and the Excefles he committed in his 
IntercOurfe with her, in Conjunftion with his 
Age and Infirmities, haften*d his Death. As he 
left no Iffue, the Male Line of the Jagellons^ 
Who had reigned about Two Hundred Years ia 
Poland^ namely, from the Year 1386, became 
nttinft by his Death, which likewife caufed an 
[nteitegnum, and gave Birth to all thofe In- 
trigues we are preparing to relate. 
' 2z When 
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When the fcveral leffcr Diets, as well of tfc 
Kingdom of Poland^ as of the Great Duchy of 
Lithuania^ were over, the Nuncio*^ aflembled it 
the general Diet, which was rummon'd to be 
held at Warjaw. The Pope difpatched a Lcgtte 
thither, to exhort the Poles to eleft a CatlwBc 
Prince, and to oppofe the Meafures the Proicf- 
tants might happen to take^ during the Inters 
regnum ; but notwichftanding the RemonftnB- 
ces of this Apoftolic Minifter, they entered intot 
Confederacy with the Evan^elics, and in ordert0 
the Prefervation of Peace, it was mutuaUy agrcd 
between them, that no difference in religious 0- 
pinions fhould create any Divilion between the 
Subjedls of the fame Kingdom, and that all tbe 
Poles (hould be capable of public Offices, widn 
out any Difcrimination ; and it was even agreedi 
that it would be necelTary to oblige the future 
King to fwear exprefsly, that he would cultiva» 
a Peace between his Subjefts, of different Pcrfu*- 
fions ; and Henvj of Valois^ and Stephen Batt&-, 
were compelled to the Obfervation of this new 
Law. 

Erneftus of Aujlria^ Son of the Emperor Afo- 
imilian\ the King of Sweden ^ and his Son the 
Duke of Prujfta ; the Eleftor of Saxony^ and the 
Marqoifs of Anfpacb^ declared themfelves Candi- 
dates, and difpatched their Ambaffadors to tbe 
Diet. The Arch-Duke o^ Aujlria foon fupplant- 
ed all thofe of the Competitors, who were fu(| 
peAed of Lutberani/m^ and would have obtaini 
the Crown, amidft the firft Proceedmgs « 
the Diet, if the Poles could have imagined hifl 
worthy to wear it 5 but their Efteem for tHi 
Prince was fo inconsiderable, that they gave thi 
Preference to fViUiam of Rofemherg^ his Ambafr 
dor \ and if this Minifter had been Mailer d 
Courage enough to accept their Offers, he might 

hivi 
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^ave acquired all the Suffrages he came to follicil 
|Kbr his Sovereign. 

Ernejlus of Aujiria^ being fupported by the 

iJLcgate's Faftion, would have been elefted at laft, 

^or want of other Candidates, if Chance had not 

jrcfented a Competitor, who had never appeared 

till then, and was even unknown to the Poles. 

John Crafojkij a Polijh Gentleman of great A- 
bilities, but very fmall of Stature, had made a 
Tour to the Court of France^ where he had been 
well received, and had rendered himfelf univer- 
fally agreeable. The good Graces of Queen Ca- 
tberine of Medicis^ which he had the Dexterity to 
Acquire, procured him very confiderable Advan- 
tages 'f and when he had obtained an ^mple For- 
tune, he had an Inclination to revifit his own 
Country. Sigifmond Augujlus was not dead, when 
this Gentleman arrived *, and all the Polijh Lords, 
who had but little Knowledge of the Court of 
France^ vftrc curious to converfe with him upon 
that Subjcd, and he charmed them with the Re- 
lations he gave them. He defcribed the Magni- 
ficence and Pleafures of that fliining Court, and 
above all Things, enhanced the Merit of the 
Duke of AnjoUy to whom he had a Number of 
peculiar Obligations. He is, faid this Gentleman, 
an accompliflicd Prince, and a young Hero, who 
has already gained feveral Bjttles, and whom 
Fortune has never abandoned on any Occafion. 
The Poli/b Lords immediately conceived a high 
Idea of this Prince, and had an Inclination, upon 
the De2ith of Sigiffnond J to make him a Tender of 
the Crown. Crafrjki confirmed them in thefe 
3entiments, and returned to France ^ by their 
Order, to acquaint the King and Queen, that the 
t)uke of Jnjou would be elcfted, if Ambafladors 
were fent to Poland^ from France. In this Man- 
ppr was a meer Dwarf entrufted with the moft 
P 3 important 




J 14 The Hfftory of the 

important Negotiation. Charles IX. had no Af- 
fe^ion for his Brother, and as he was jealous of 
his Reputation, and likewife of the Tenderncfs of 
the Queen-Mother for that Prince, he was dcfi- 
rpus of having him at a Pittance from himfelf. 
The Pretext was now too plaufible, to be ne- 
glcfted, and when the Dwarf informed the King 
pf the Difpofitions entertained by the Polifb No- 
bility in that Prince's Favour, Charles did not 
hcfitate a Moment, but fent to Poland^ John dc 
Montluc^ Biftiop of Valence^ Gille de NoaiUes^ Ab- 
ie of Lijle^ and Guy de St. Gelais de LanfoTj in 
the Quality of Embaffadors extraordinary. The 
Eloquence and Obfequioufnefs of Montluc\ the 
Sum3 he diftfibuted, and the Profufion of his 
Promifes, operating in Conjunftion with the Po- 
tUh Averfion to a German Prince, and the late 
Example of Bohemia, whom the Houfe of jiujiria 
had refolved to divert of her Liberty, influenced 
the Minds of the Eledors fo efFeftually, that 
they all voted in Favour of Henry of Valois. 

The pyencb Minifters were obliged to take an 
Path, that their Mafter (hould maintain the Laws, 
Cuftoms, and Liberties of the Kingdom of Pt?- 
land, and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania ; after 
?ehich Henry was elefted, and proclaimed King, 
JDy the Palatine of Cracow, and Kodkieviczki , 
Grand General of Lithuania. The Aft of Elec- 
tion v^as then prepared, and depofited in the 
^ands pf the Ambafladors who were chofen to 
wait on the new King in France. They were 
Twelve in Number, and their Chief was Adam 
Qonarjki Bifhop of Pofnan, and their Train was 
compofed of Two Hundred Gentlemen. Their 
Kcceptio^ at Paris was very magnificent, and the 
Cpqrt omitted nothing that could properly fup- 
pprt the Idea that had been formed in Poland, of 
(he Qrandeur and Riches of France. Henry , at 

that 
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that Time, bcficgcd Rocbelly which was the ftrong- 
cft Bulwark the Hugonots poffefled, and they de- 
fended it with fo much Bravery, that this Prince 
was happy in being prefented with fo honourable 
a Pretext, for raifing the Siege, without any Di- 
minution of his Glory. He therefore departed, at 
the repeated Inftanccs of the Polijfj Ambafladors, 
and by the Orders of his Brother -, but he quitted 
France with Regret, and, poffibly, with an Inten- 
tion to return thither in a fhort Time. 

The Queen-Mother attended him as far as 
Lorrain^ after which he paffed through Germanyj 
and was complimented at Heidelberg^ by Chrifio- 
pbery Son of the Eleftor Palatine, who received 
him in a Manner truly magnificent, and, at the 
fame Time created him no little Mortification, 
by configning to him an Apartment, in which 
werefeveral Pictures, that reprefcntcd the dread- 
ful Maffacre at Paris^ on the Night after St. Bar- 
tholomew'^ Day, and which was perpetrated by 
the Counfel and Orders of Henr'j himfelf. The 
Poles received him on their Frontiers, and con- 
duced him to Cracow^ where he was crowned 
fome Days after. 

Henr-j was well fliaped , his Air was majeftic, 
and he was then in the amiable Flower of his 
Youth. He exprcfled himfelf with a graceful 
Eafe; Eloquence was his natural Accomplifh- 
ment, and he underftood Latinos well as French, 
He was magnificent, in thofc Ceremonies where- 
in it was neceflary to fupport the Royal Majefty 
in its due Luftrc. He was always liberal, and 
fomctimes to an Exccfs, and his Affability and 
Politcnefs were extraordinary : In a Word, he foon 
won all the Hearts of the Poles, who hoped that 
fo fhining an Exterior, prefaged a mod happy 
Reign : But Henry of f^aloisj was hardly upon the 
Throne of Poland^ before Charles his Brother di- 

P4 cd 
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cd without Male Iflue. The Qiieen immediately 
difpatchcd to him fcvcral Courriers, one after 
another, to urge his Return into France^ where 
his Prcfence was neccflary, but as he was appre- 
henfive, that the Poles would oppofe his Depar- 
ture, and detain him againft his Will, he conceal- 
ed his Defign from them, and ftole out of his Pa- 
lace, by Night, in Uifguife, in order to ride Poft 
to Vienna in Aujlriuy and from thence to France^ 
by the Way of hal). The Poles^ who were ap- 
prehcnfive of his Efcape, immediately perceived 
it, and fent after him. John Zamojki overtook 
him fome Leagues from Cracow^ and had Re- 
courfe, tho* in vain, to the humbled Prayers, and 
even to Tears, to prevail upon him to return. 

The People grew dcfperateat the News of the 
King!s Departure, and if the Magiftrate ofCr^rcw; 
had not pofted Guards in the Streets, to reprefs 
them, the French^ who were then in the City, 
and were look*d upon as fo many prefidiousPer- 
fons, would have been maffiicred. Pibrac, who 
had followed the King in his Flight, and after- 
wards ftruck out of the right Road, wouM not 
have efcaped the Fury of the Peafants who pur- 
fiied him, if he had not concealed himfcif in a 
Marfh, where he was detained a long Time by 
his Fears, and till he was on the very Point of 
perifhing by Cold. 

Charles o{ Danza:^ whom Henry had left in 
Poland^ to make his Excufcs to the Republic, 
for fo precipitate a Departure, unfolded the Mo- 
tives of his Mafter, with great Eloquence, in a full 
Senate: Ilenrs likewifc wrote to the chief of the 
Nobility, on the fame Subjeft, but all this did 
not fatisfy the Poles^ who thought themfelves de- 
fpifed, and they reproached the Prince for his 
rlandeftine Retreat ^ and his Indifference for a 
People who had tcftificdfo much Efteem for him. 

Henr^^ 
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Henry^ when he left Poland^ imagined that he 
was quitting a barbarous Country, to rake Poffef- 
fion of a Kingdom abounding with Plcafqrps : 
but he was deceived in his Expeftatlons; for 
his Reign, was only a melancholy Series of Ca- 
lamities, and inteftine Wars, and it clofcd with 
the Aflaffination of that Prince. 

The Poles^ being thus abandoned by their So- 1,75, 
vercign, acquainted him by Letters, that the 
Neceflities.ot the State, and the Dangers which 
threatened the Republic, prevailed over the ufual 
Attachment of that Nation to its Princes, and 
that if he did not return to Poland^ they would 
immediately proceed to a new Elcftion, to which 
however, they (hould haye no Inclination, till 
he had informed them whether he would refume 
the Rejn? of Government, Henry^ tho' he had 
no Intention to quit France^ to return to Poland^ 
wrote an Anfwer to thofe Letters, and declared, 
that the Wars in which he was then engaged, pre- 
vented his fpeedy Return, but that he would 
fend to Poland fuch Minifters whofe Abilities 
ivould fupply his own Abfcnce, and he accord- 
ingly difpatched Guy de Pibrac who had much 
Credit, and many Friends in that Kingdom, and 
was perfcftly acquainted with the Genius of the 
Nation, 

Poland was, at that Time, divided into Two 
Fadions, which, tho* they oppofed each other 
in their Choice of the Candidates , were unani- 
mous, with Refpeft to the Depofition of Henry, 
and the Eledtion of a new King, in Confequcnce 
pf which, all the Eloquence and Sollicitations of 
Pibrac^ were inefFeftual, and nothing but meer 
Pccorum induced them to liftcn to his Remgn- 
(Irances. 

The Emperor Maximilian dc|nanded the Crown,' 

either 
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cither for himfclf, or for the Archbilhop Emef- 
tusj his Son, who had been excluded by the laft 
general Diet. The Piaftcs^ on the contrary, that 
is to fay, thofe who were for the Eleftion of a 
Prince of their own Nation, oppofed the Mea- 
fures of the Houfe of Aujlria^ and their Number 
being increafed by the Conjunftion of the French 
Fadion, who, finding themfelves incapable of 
preventing the Dcpoficion of Henr^j^ united with 
the Piafiei againll the Imperial Party. 

The different Sentiments of the Eleftors pro- 
duced a dangerous Schifm : The Archbifhop of 
Gnefna , and the Majority of the Polijb and Li- 
tbuanian Senators, elefted the Emperor Maxi- 
nulian\ and Zbozowjky ^ Palatine of Cracow^ 
together with Count Gorka, Palatine of Sando- 
mir^ Count Tenczin^ and moft of the Nobility 
who favoured the Faftion of the Piaftes, were in- 
duced, by their grateful Remembrance of the 
Jagellon Princes, to eleft the Princefs Ann^ Sifter 
of Sigifmond Augujlus^ and they determined, that 
Ihe ihould be efpoufed by Stephen Battori^ Prince 
of Tranfylvamay who accordingly was declared 
King. 

The Partifans of the Emperor, fent an Embaf- 
fy, at the fame Time, to this Prince, with the 
Aft of his Elc6lion, and to intreat him to come 
as foon as poflible, to take PoflTeffion of the 
Throne; but whilft he engaged in long Confe- 
rences on the Oath which the Poles required from 
him, for the Prefervation of their Privileges; 
Baiiori, who was more expeditious, arrived in 
Poland^ and the Princefs Ann^ who conceived a 
Pafllon for him, at the firft Interview, gain*d a 
great Number of the Nobility, who had embrac- 
ed the oppofite Party, and the tardy Maximilian 
was almoft forgotten. His Competitor efpoufed 
;he princefs, and was crowned at Cracow ^ by 

• Stanijiaus 



Revolutions of Poland. up 

Stanijlaus Karnkawjki^ Bilhop oi Wladijlaw ^ in 
the Abfence of the Archbilhop of Gnejna. 

In the mean Time, Maximilian^ who had not ,^^5. 
abandoned his Claim , was endeavouring to pro- 
cure Succours from all Quarters, againft Battori^ 
whom he treated as an Ufurpcr, but Death, 
which furprifed him amidft his Preparations for 
the intended Expedition, extinguifhed all the 
Apprehenfions of a civil War, which would other- 
wife have been kindled in Poland. Maximilian 
died in the Forty ninth Year of his Age, and in 
the twelfth of his Reign ; and all his Party then 
fubmitted to Battori. 

Dantzic had declared for the Emperor, and 
tho* all the States of the Kingdom had acknow- 
ledged his Competitor, this City alone refufed 
to take the Oath of Allegiance to him, on vari- 
ous Pretexts ; and the bold InJiiabitants had even 
the Prefumption to demand an Oath from the 
King, for the Confirmation of their Privileges, 
and for an abfolute Liberty of Confcience. Bat- 
tori referred the Examination of their Complaints 
to the approaching Diet, and ordered them to 
Difcharge the Duties that were incumbent on 
Subjeds. He even came to Manemburg, and 
difpatched Andrew Zborowjky ^ Marfhal of the 
Court, to prevail upon them to plead their Caufe 
before the Senate, but the Dantzickcrs were fo far 
from complying with the wife Remonftrances of 
that Nobleman, that they even placed Guards at 
their Gates, as if an Enemy were approaching ; 
they likcwifc feized the Cattle ofGrebin, and pub- 
lifhed a Manifefto, that was equally injurious to 
the Prince and the Republic. 

The King was irritated at thefe Proceedings, 
and he marched againft the Caftle oiGrebinj which 
he took , and then ravaged the Lands that ber 

longe4 
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longed to the Town Houfe of Dantzic^ The 
Citizens likewife made Rcprifals on the Lands of 
the Biftiop of fVladiflaWy and the Monaftery of 
Olivay which they burnt, left thdt important Poft 
ihould be employed againft them. 

When they had imperioufly rejcfted the Over- 
tures of an Accommodation, they were declared 
Rebels, and Enemies to the State, and John 
Kborowjki marched againft them; but as the 
Number of his Troops was inconfiderable, the 
Dantzickcrs^ who had been aflTifted with a Body 
of German Forces, marched out of the City on 
Eajier Day, to make a fudden Attack, but a 
dreadful Storm, accompanyed with Thunder and 
Lightening, obliged them to return back. 

Some Days after this Event, they failed up 
the yijiula^ in their Vcflcls under the Conduftof 
John de Collen^ and advanced to Warfaw in order 
to attack the Pole^ who defeated and put them 
to Flight, after a long Engagement. They loft 
8000 Men, and fcveral Pieces of Cannon. CoU 
len^ after this Overthrow, enter'd the City, and 
was in fome Danger of being ill treated by the 
incenfed Populace, but he appeafed them, with a 
Promife of a fpcedy Vengeance on their Enemies, 
and that he would defend their City to the laft 
Gafp. 

The Czar, taking Advantage of thefe inteftine 
Wars, caufed Revel to be beficged, but the Gar- 
rifon made fo brave a Defence, that the Ruffians^ 
were compclJcd to raife the Siege, after feveral 
incffeftual Attacks, for the Space of Six Weeks': 
but tho* their Lofles before that Place were very 
confiderable, yet they ravaged all Livonia^ and 
took feveral fmall Towns, which were flicked 
with the utmoft Inhumanity. 

Batiori, in the mean Time, prefTed Dantzic in 
a very vigorous Manner. The Bcf^gejot in the 
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firft Sally they made after their Defeat, obtainM 
a confiderable Advantage over the Affailaats^ 
and compelled them to decamp at a greater Dif- 
tance from the City, but the next Attack proved 
fatal to them *, for tho* the Number of flain was 
equal on both Sides, yet the Dantzickers^ having 
loft the brave Collen in the Aftion, were foon 
compelled to have Rccourfe to the Clemency of 
their Prince, and a Peace was, atlaft, concluded, 
by the Mediation of the Elcftors of Brandenburg 
and Saxony , in Conjunction with the Landgrave 
of Hejfe f by the Stipulations of which, the Dani^ 
zickers were to difoand their Troops; implore 
the King's Pardon, and Repair the Damages fuf- 
tain'd by the Monaftery of Oliva. The King, 
on his Part, confirmed all their Privileges, with 
a Promife to allow them full Liberty of adhering 
to the Confeffion of Aujburg. 

The Mufcovite was Mafter of the greateft Part 
of Livonia, MarienbauSj Rojfuten^ Lujfen^ Dune- 
burg^ and Kockenbaus had open*d their Gates to 
him, and the Czar , who had an Inclination to 
delude thefe People, by an Air of Goodnefs and 
Clemency, would not permit his Troops to offer 
the leaft Infult to the Inhabitants of thofe Places: 
But the City oi Afcberod^ wherea great Number of 
the Nobility then refided, had not the fame Fate. 
The Mufcovite 5 flaughter'd all who were capable 
of bearing Arms, and abandoned the Womea 
and Children, to the Brutality of the Tartars^ 
whom they retained in their Pay. The Citizens 
of IVenden^ were ftruck with fuch a Confter- 
nation at thefe Barbarities, that they refufed to 
open their Gates to the Ruffians who befieged 
them, and as this unhappy City was in no Con- 
dition of Defence, the Inhabitants chofe rather to 
perifh, than furrendcr themfelves to fo inhuman 
a Foe. The Citizens themfelves funk Mines un- 
der 
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dcr their own Houfes, and bravely made them 
their Graves ; The Czar rendered himfelf Mailer 
of the Ruins of fVenden^ and took Runneburgb by 
Compofuion, fo that all Livonia^ except Revelsind 
Riga^ groan'd under the Yoke of this dreadful 
Conqueror. 

Battoru to revenge thefe Invafions, and main- 
tain the Glory of the Polijh Name, convoked a 
general Diet, which was held at Warfaw. The 
King propofed a War againft the Mufcovites^ and 
it was unanimouQy agreed to. Wenden and Du- 
neburg had already been furprifed by the PoleSj 
and the Army, which the Czar had fent to re- 
take Wendetiy was defeated, fomc Time after, by 
Peter Tatow. 

The King, after he had taken proper Meafures 
for the Adminiftration of the Government, in the 
interior Parts of the Kingdom, affembled. Troops 
from all Quarters , and borrowed great Sums to 
pay them. Cbrijlopber^ P r met of Tranfylvania^ 
received Orders to join his Majefty with the A>- 
ieran Troops of that Province, and fome Squa- 
drons of Horfe. Rofdrazowjky was commiflion'd 
to make new Levies in Germany j the Hungarians 
and PruJJians likewife increafed the Polijh Army, 
and the Lithuanians furniflied a Body of icooo 
Men. 

PolocZy on the Dzwina^ was invefted. This 
was a ftrong City which the Mufcovites had 
ufurped from Lithuania^ and it opened a Com- 
munication between that Duchy and Livonia, 
The King afterwards advanced with his whole 
Army to that Place, and beheld the moft Ihocking 
Speftacle that could poffibly be conceived. The 
River, that was red with human Blood, rolled, 
in its rapid Channel, a vaft Number of dead Bo- 
dies, that were flill panting on the Planks to 
which they had been faftcn'd. The Mufcovites^ 

who 
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who were the Authors of this Barbarity, after 
they had doom'd to a rigid Captivity, the Poles 
who were fo unfortunate as to fall into their 
Hands, caufed them to fufFer Death amidft the 
cruelleft Tortures : They imagined this Proceed- 
ing would terrify the Forces, who came to be- 
fiege them : But their Inhumanities had not the 
Effed): they propofed, and inftead of intimidating 
the Poles^ it inflamed them with a juft Ardour for 
Revenge. 

The Cannon of the Befiegers made but little 
Impreflion on the wooden Walls, that furound- 
cd the Place, and the Soldiers found it neceflary 
to mount to the Aflault with flaming Torches in 
their Hands. But their firft Efforts, even with 
thefe Arms, were ineff^eftual, and the Flames 
they had kindled, were quenched by the violent 
Rains that defcended upon them : Till, at lafl:, 
the Hungarians, animated by the Promifes of the 
King, in Conjunftion with the Hopes of a rich 
Booty, boldly advanced to the Walls, where, 
in Spite of all the Oppofition of the Bcfieged, 
they kindled a Blaze, that foon laid thofe For- 
tifications in Afhes •, upon which the Mufcovites 
fued for a Capitulation, and furrender'd them- 
felves to their viftorious Foes. 

A great Number of Germans were found dead 
in the Place, and who had ended their Lives by 
Tortures, which had never been heard of till 
then. A Mufcovite Nobleman had caufed them 
to be dipped in a Cauldron of boiling Oil, after 
which, a Cord was drawn through the firft Skin 
that enfolds the Belly ; their Hands were likewifc 
faftenM behind them with that Cord, and in this 
miferable Condition , their Eyes were torn out 
of their Sockets, and their Faces alfo were mang- 
led by their barbarous Tormentors. Their dif- 
figured Carcafcs ftill retained the Marks of the 

cruel { 



214 ^^ Hifiory of the 

cruel Wounds , with which the Mufcovites had 
impreffed them in different Intervals of Time. 
The Soldiers were wrought into Madnefs it felf, 
at the Appearance of a Scene fo difmal, and the 
King was obliged to interpofe with all tiis Autho- 
rity, to prevent their falling upon the Garrifon, 
and cutting them to Pieces. 

The Army, after this fuccefsful Expedition, 
was ftationM in Winter Quarters ; but the Duke 
of OJlhrog paffed the Borijthenes^ notwithftanding 
the Severity of the Seafon, and purfued his In- 
curfions to the Gates of Starodub. Phtlcn Smlta^ 
the Governor of Orjba^ likewife headed Part of 
his Garrifon, and burnt 2000 Villages in the Parts 
adjacent to Smolenjko. 

J57T. Batiori flood in need of Money and Troop?, 

in order to open the next Campaign, and a Dice 
was held, upon this Occafion at tVarJaw^ where 
John Sarius Zamofii^ who was rendered fo fa- 
mous by the Swedijh War, difpofed the Nation 
to grant new Subfidies to the King. 

The Succefs of the laft Campaign, had excited 
the Ardour of the Poles , and railed their Hopes 
to greater Viftories. The fame Zamnjki was con- 
ftituted General of the Troops, and he march- 
ed towards PolocZy to befiege PUJkoii'^ a ftrong 
City in the Northern Part of Livonia. But while 
the Poles were exerting their Vigour againft the 
Mufcovites^ the King of Sweden j who was their 
Ally, and had even engaged them in the War, 
entered Livonia^ in a hollile Manner ; and Pontus 
de la Gardtey a French Gentleman, on whom he 
had bellowed his natural Daughter in Marriage, 
attacked the Caftle ofOfel^ and the other mari- 
tim Places of that Province. The King fent John 
Herbert of Sanoky to prevail upon the Enemy to 
retire, but all his Remonftrances were ineffeftu- 

al 
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?J, and he was obliged to have Recourfe to DiA 
fimulation, in the Conjundurcs wherein he beheld 
himfelf engaged. 

The Caftle of 0/irow, which is feated in. an 
Ifle, formed by the River J^/>/^^, cover'd Plff- 
koWf and prevented all Acccfs to that Places 
This CirciimftanCe occafionM the Siege of than 
Fortrefs, and the Garrifon furrendred upon Con- 
ditions, a:t the very Inftant when the Poles were 
mounting to the Aflault. The Approaches were 
then carried on to Plejkow^ afnd the King came in 
Perfon to the Siege, 

This Town is fuu:lted in a fertile Country, 
bounded by Hills that rife with a gentle Afcenc^ 
Two Rivers water it with their Streams ; and a- 
bove Forty Monafteries, that are built in diffe- 
rent Parts of that Trafft, farround it oh all Sides,- 
with a kind of Wall, which forms a magniiicenc 
Profpedt. It is divided into Three Cantons, 
each of which is enclofed with Walls, and a ftrong 
Citadel rifes in the Centre. John Swijki^ the Ne- 

fhew of Peter Swijki; who was defeated ,. in the 
lains of Czafnftz^ by Nicholas RadziviU in the 
Reign of Sigifmond Augujlus^ commanded in that 
Place, and he had Seven Thoufand Horfe, be- 
fide a Troop of Cojfacks^ commanded by Nicholas 
Circaffia. 

Some of the Poles were apprehenfive, that the 
Siege of the Place fo well fortified , and which 
was defended by fo numerous a Garrifon, would 
be impratdticable to the Polijh Army, and they 
endeavoured to prevail upon the King to defifl: 
from that Enterprize, in order to befiege Novo* 
grod\ but the undaunted 5iz//e?ridifrcgarded thofc 
pufilanimous Counfels^ and all the Difiiculties 
chat had been fee before him, only rendered him 
more confident of acquiring greater Glory, by 
t\tt Event. 



226 The Hiftory of the 

The Garifon, or rather the Army, which cJe- 
fended the Place^ made fevcral Sallies at the Be- 
ginning of the Siege, and fought regular Battles, 
at the Foot of the Walls, but the Advantage 
was always in Favour of the ?oles^^ and the Bcfieg- 
cd were, at laft, compelled to (hut themfclves 
up in their City. The Hungarians confined their 
Affauks to the Tower oi Porchow^ and the Poles 
to that of Swinie^ and they mounted to the Af- 
feult, the Moment a Breach was openM, to pre- 
vent the Enemy from repairing it , or throwing 
up a fccond Intrenchment. The Germans march- 
ed in the hrft Line, but, their Commander hav- 
ing the Misfortune to be killed, they were imme- 
diately difpirited from the Attack. The Poles^ 
who were already exafperated at their being re- 
fufed the firft Place, made it evident that they 
merited the Priority. They advanced through 
the midft of the German Troops; pafled the 
Ditch, and attacked the Port with fo much Bra- 
very, that they planted their Standards on the 
Breach. The Hungarians imitated their Valour, 
and made a Lodgment with them on the Tower. 
The Enemy, who beheld the Polijh Enfigns on 
their Walls, had already betaken themfelvcs to 
Flight, when Swijky mounted a Horfe, covered 
with Wounds and Blood, and re-animated them 
fo eflfeftually, by his Prayers and Menaces, that 
they rallied for a fecond Engagement. The Bi- 
Aop himfelf came to the Attack, where he pre- 
fented the Relics of Saints to their View, and 
infpired them, by his moving Difcourfe, with all 
the Courage that Religion was capable of impart- 
ing. They returned to the Attack, and check- 
ed the Progrefs of the Aflailants, on the Bank 
of a Ditch that was funk within the Place. After 
which they immediately attacked them, and re- 
tover*d from them the Ground they had already 

gained 
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gained. The Poles, who had advanced beyond 
the other Troops, were the firfl: who retired ; All 
the Enemies Fire was then difcharged upon the 
the Hungarians, who, nevercheJefs, fuftain'd the 
Aflault till Night, and brought off their Compa- 
nions who were either dead or wounded. 

It appeared, by feveral intercepted Letters, 
that all the neigbouring Cities were preparing to 
fuccour PleJkoWy but Zamojki, in order to pre- 
vent their Entrance into the City, formed an 
Ambufcade, on the Banks of the River IVeitka^ 
and barricaded up the Paflage above the City, 
With a kind of Dike, formed by a Conjunftion 
of Boats. The Ruffians, taking the Advantage of 
a very dark Night, advanced, in Silence, with 
with an Intention to enter the Place, but they 
fell into the Ambufcade, and were preffcd en all 
Sides hy iht Germans zhovt them, and wereeafily 
defeated. Two Hundred Boiars, or Noblemen of 
Mufcovy, remained Prifoners of War, and were 
carried off to the Camp. Two other Parties of 
Mufcovites had likewife the fame Fate. 

While the Poles were carrying on thofe great 
Operations againft P/^y^ow;, John, King of Swe- 
den ^ extended his Conquefts in Livonia. His 
Troops chafed the Rujjians out of PFenfenberg^ 
Totjburg^ lyikke, and feveral other Places, and 
when they had obtained thefe firft Advantages, 
Pontus de la Gardia, befieged Narva on the fVe- 
lika. The Czar John had built a City, called 
Twanogrod, on the other Bank of the River, and 
the Two Places were joined by a Bridge. The 
Garrifon had been detached from thence, to de- 
fend Plejkow \ the Sweedsj therefore, eafily made 
themfelves Matters of it^ The Caftles of Jam^ 
tnaturoi and Corporio, likewife furrender'd with* 
put daring to make the leaft Oppofition. 

The Poles^ at the fame Time, rc-conquer'd fc- 
0^2 vcral 
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veral Places, that had been ururped from thccj 
by the Mufcovites^ and rc-enterM Kiremps, Fat- 
kenaw^ Pirckcl^ Salts ^ Lewenari^ and Afierod} 
while Philon Kmit^ Nicholas Radzivil^ and Hara- 
hania^ who commanded a Hord oi Tartars in the 
Poltjh Service, penetrated into the Enemies 
Country 5 defeated the Ruffians near Salefa^ and 
ravaged all thofe Countries, almofl in the very 
Sight of the Czar Jobtij who had advanced as 
far as S.'uricia, to wait the Event of the Siege of 
PlepzoWy and who might eafily have been carried 
off by the Poles^ if Kadzivil had been refolute 
enough to have undertaken that Enterprize. 

The Siege oi Plejkow^ was carried on but faint- 
ly, during the Severity of the Winter Seafon, 
and if the Poles had not been headed by a Ge- 
neral as able and intrepid as Zamojki^ they would 
have made an inglorious Retreat from that Place. 
Plejkov) is fituated in one of the coldeft Regions 
in Mitfcov-j ; where the Sun feldom appears in the 
Winter, and the Days are but Five Hours in 
Length. The Winter of this Year was more 
rigorous than had been known for a long Time, 
which rendered it impoffible for the Guard to hi 
ftation*d as ufual. Thofe who were obliged to 
quit their Tents, on any Occafion, had their Fa- 
ces and Hands frozen over with Cold, and the 
recovery of their natural Warmth, threw them 
into a burning Feaver, which foon proved fatal 
to them. ^Lamajki^ expofccl himfelf to the Seve- 
rity of the Air, and tho* he was covered over 
with a Shower of frozen Snow, he yet animated 
his Troops by his Example and Difcourfe. He 
procured them all poflible Accommodations, 
furnilhed them with proper Habits, rewarded 
them for their Toils, and frequently vifited thofe 
poor Men, with an Air of fo much Goodnefe 
and Affability, as never fails to make the ftrong- 
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left Impreffions on the Heart of a Soldier. 

Swijkyj being but little fatisfied with the Glo- 
ry of along Pefence, was defirous of obtaining a 
Vidlory over the Befiegers, and he fallied from 
the City, to attack them in their Camp, notwith- 
ftan ding the Rigoursof the Scafon, which feem*d 
to have benumed all Nature. He had fcarce Se- 
ven Hundred Horfe remaining, out of the Seven 
Thoufand which be commanded at the beginning 
of the Siege, he however caufed them to be affem- 
bled, and placed himfelf at their Head : The In- 
fantry followed him in different Bodies. 

The advanced Guard had Orders to abandon 
their Pods, in cafe of an Attack, and return to 
the Camp. Swi/ky ^ when he faw them retreat, 
imagined that all the Potijh Forces were reti- 
ring, and galloped with full fpeed towards 
the Camp; but he* advanced into the firft Ranks 
of the Picket?, before John Kretkows^ and Stan- 
ijlaus Erimpjki^ whofe Troops had already taken 
Arms, came out of their Tents, covered with 
Snow, as if they had ftarted out of a deep Am- 
bufcade, and fell upon the Enemies Cavalry; 
300 Men werekilled. Sixty were made Prifoners, 
and the reft were forced into the Town. 

During thefe Tranfadions, Anthony Pojfdvin^ a 
Jcfuit, was endeavouring to efftftan Accommo- 
dation between the Two Parties. The Czar, 
finding himfeif preffed by i\\t Poles^ fentanEm- 
baffy to the Pope, with Inftruftions. to propofe 
to him a War againft the Turks. Not that he had 
any Intention to engage in fuch an Enterprize, 
and he perhaps was in no Condition to undertake 
a Part in it, but he hoped that the Pontiff, would 
be fo allured by the Offer of powerful Succours 
againft the common Enemy of Chriftendom , 
that he would cfpoufe the Mufavite Intcreft, 
igainft the King of Poland. Gregory Xlil. gava 

the 
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the AmbafTadors a favourable Reception, and 
fent them back into their own Country, with the 
Jefuite above mentionM, who was pcrfeftly ac- 
quainted with all the North, and he was commifli- 
on*d to promote, if pofldble, a Pacification b^ 
twcen the Two contending Powers, 

Pojpivin fucceeded in his Negotiation, and had 
the Ability to conciliate the Minds of the Two 
Nations to each other. A Peace was concluded 
at Zapoliaj and the Rtijftans yielded up Livonia^ 
which occafioned the War. T\itPoles retired from 
PleJkoWy and delivered up all the Places they had 
taken, except Widifz^ and the Territory of Polocz. 

Such was the Period of this War, in which the 
Czar John^ had not the Succefs that was appre- 
hended from his Menaces and Power, and which 
cod him the Lives of Four Hundred Thoufand 
of his Subjedts. The Provinces on the Fronti- 
ers of Poland^ were entirely depopulated, and 
became a vaft Defart. He loft the Communica- 
tion of the Baltic Sea, and was fhut up, for the 
future, in the Forefts of Ruffia^ whofe only Out- 
Jet wis the fro2-'n Sea, and lie was cut off from 
all Intercuurfc with orhrr Nnrions. 

Battori^ after trie- Mcrvmipl»rnment of fuch an 
advantageous Pear.r- ror p^'n:., .npli^'d himfelf 
to the Reformation or ci-of^- .: ira.c-, which had 
crept into the Admi^irrr iMrr,. .iunng ilie Tu- 
mults of War, and he 'O.iv'': '* v.r J civil an i mi- 
litary Laws. The Polijl^ Ci Miry r.-c-ive-.t i.om 
that Prince, thofe Regulations which are oblerv- 
ed to this Time. He appomccd Fund- tor the 
Payment of feveral Rcgim^^nts, tnat were railed 
for the Defence of the Frontiers towards Tn^tnyy^ 
he likewife difciplined the CoJ/hcks^ and eftablilh- 
cd a certain Order among that Militia. 

This Nation derives its Original from a Body 
of Robbers, who quitted all the neighbouring 

States, 
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States, and canton'd themfelves in the IQes form- 
ed in the Outlet of the Borijlbenes. War and 
Plunder are their only Subfiftcnce, and they have 
fometimes had the Prefumption, to extend their 
Excurfions beyond the black Sea, and to the 
very Gates of Conjlantinople. 

They cloath themfelves, in Winter, with the 
Skins of Sheep, on which they fufFer the Wool 
to remain. They are hardened to all kinds of 
Fatigue, difregard Hunger and Thrift, and 
all the Severities of the Air. They never in- 
trench themfelves in their Camp ; their Wag- 
gons are their only Fortification , and they de- 
^nd themfelves therein, with the utmoft Obfti- 
nacy. 

Battory had the Art to gain upon thefe Barba* 
rians^ and, in order to attach them toPoland^ he 
prefented them with the City and Territories of 
Tocblimirow , on the Banks of the Borijlbenes ^ 
where they ferved as a Barrier, againft the Inva- 
vafions of the Turks and Tartars^ whofe Progrefs 
they have frequently checked, when they attemp- 
ted an Irruption into the Kingdom. The Poles 
were defirous of fubjedting them, but this fierce 
Nation has already found Means to preferve its 
Liberty againft the Efibrts of this powerful King- 
dom, whofe Intereft it is to treat them with 
Moderation. 

The Swedes had fupported themfelves in their 
Ufurpation of thofe Places, which Pontus dela Gar^ 
diay had taken in Livonia ^ and Battori^ amidft; 
the Conjunftures in which Poland was then in- 
volved, thought it moft advifeablc to fufpend 
the Operations of War, by a Truce for fomc 
Years ; but the Swedes were on the point of mak- 
ing themfelves Mafters of Riga^ in violation of 
their Treaties •, and the Inhabitants of chat City, 
who were difcontented bccaufe the King had not 
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granted them an entire Liberty of Confcicnce, In 
conformity to his Promife, but, on the contrary, 
had fent a Body of Jcfuits among them, revok- 
ed the preceding Year, and Gottard Wellinit^ 
their Syndic, had determined 16 introduce a Par- 
ty oiSwedifif Troops into this Place. The King, 
when he was informed of this Confpiracy, or- 
dered the Nobility to take Arms; he likewifc 
crefted a Caftle on the Bank of the Dwina^ to 
prevent the Enemy from making a Defcent, and 
raifed a Body of Troops to chaftife the Rebels : 
but they endeavoured to prevent the EfFefts of 
his Vengeance, by engaging the Duke of Cour- 
landy to employ his Mediation in their Favour ; 
nocwithftanding which, Battori^ who was irrita- 
ted at their former Proceedings, commanded the 
Citizens to furrender at Difcretion, and the Sight 
of the Two Envoys threw him into fuch a Rage, 
as afFedled him, a few Days after, with a dreadful 
Epileptic Fir, of which he died , at the Age of 
Fifty Three, and after he had reigned Ten Years 
and fome Months. He fubjefted the Dantzick- 
ers^ who were too much attached to Maximilian \ 
he undertook , and fuftain'd a War againft Muf- 
covy^ with equal Succefs and Glory, and he re- 
united L/i;^;//^, and the Palatinate of P^jforz, to 
the Kingdom of Poland. But this Prince, who 
had fuch Abilities for the wife Regulation of a 
State , was incapable of commanding his own 
Paflions, and could not fupprefs that violent 
Emotion, which occafioned his Death. He, how- 
ever, was a Prince truly great, both in Peace and 
War, and was lamented by his People as their 
Defender and Father. The Republick teftificd 
its Regret for his Death, by the magnificent Fu- 
neral they prepared for him , and John Sariws 
Zamojkiy who had ferved him with fuch a feries 
of Succefe, pronounced his Funeral Oration. 

THE 
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UPON the Death of King Stephen Battori^ 1587. 
Stanijlaus Karskowski^ Archbifhop of Gnef^G^ff^^^ 
fidi and Primate of the Kingdom^ puh- iheEieai§^ 
lifh'd his Univerfalia for calling the Diet of Elec- 
tion, which is ufually held at JVarfaw. Upon the 
opening of the Aflembly it was decreed, that the 
King fhould be chofen by the general Confent of 
all the Deputies, whether Polijh or Lithuanian j 
that whoever (hould adhere to a particular Fac- 
tion, or fell their Voices, Ihould be look'd upon 
as Enemies to the State i that the Confederation 
made upon the Elcftion of Henry de Valois con- 
cerning Religion, Ihould be obferv'd ; and laftly, 
that the new King ihould promife to recal the 
Decree of Attainder iffued out by his late Maje- 
fty againft Cbrijiopber Zborowjki. At the fame 
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time John Sarius Zamofki was deprived of his Offic? 
of General, and that Employment confecrcd 
upon Nicholas Herbert^ who then commanded in 
VoWinia. 

The Family of Zhorowjki took an Advantage 
from the Abfencc of Zamofld^ to obtain thefe pre- 
liminary Articles : They bore a mortal Hatred 
to that Lord, who, in the preceding Reign, had 
procured the Condemnation of Cbrijlopher^ their 
Relation. Thefe two powerful Parties foon di- 
vided the whole Nation, and each of them came 
to the Diet at the Head of an Army. 

The Lithuanians alfo raifcd fcveral Difputes. 
They demanded that Lhonia^ Volhinia and Podolia^ 
which had been difmembred from their Duchy, 
fhould be reunited to it, and complained, that the 
Poles had broke in upon their Rights ; that they 
had chofen the two laft Kings againft their Incli- 
nation ; that they had fent an Embafly to Rome^ 
without their being concerned in it^ and that, in 
the prefent Eledlion, it feemed as if they had dill 
a Mind to overawe their Voices, by coming 
to the Aflcmbly with an armed Force. 

The PruJfianSy on their part, reprefented. That 
they were opprefsM with Taxes ; that the Places 
of Profit and Power, in their feveral Cities, were 
conferred upon Strangers, and that the VeJle.s of 
Dantzick were detained by the King of Denmark^ 
for Debts contrafted by the late King. Bur the 
Diet remitted the Examination of all thefe Com- 
plaints to a more favourable Opportunity, and 
gave Audience to the EmbafTadors of foreign 
Princes. 

The diffe- The Pope's Legate was firft heard. The' his 
rent Cai di' Difcourfc tended only to exhoi:t the Poles to Peace, 
and the Eledion of a Catholic Prince, yet ir 
was plain enough to be fcen, that he inclined to 
the Houfc of Auftria^ and would have perfuaded 

the 
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the Aflembly, that it was neceflary for them to 
make Choice of one of the Emperor's Brothers. 
The Archdukes Ernejl^ Matthias^ and MaximuThe^incet 
liartj afpired to the Crown. They had gained *;^^uftiJia' 
over Count Gorka to their Party, and the power- 
ful Family of the Zborowjki^s^ who being ill ufed 
by King Stephen^ had taken Refuge at the Court 
of Vienna in Aujlria. Their Competitor was Prince ^' ^'^^"^^ 
Sigtfmond of Sweden, the Son of John III. King'^^"" '"' 
of Sweden, and Catharine the Sifter of Sigtfmond 
Auguftus, And thus his Birth made him agree- 
able to the Poles, and gave him a kind of Preten- 
fion to the Throne, as he was defcended from the ' 
Family o^Jagellon. 

Theodore, Grand Duke of Mufcovj, was like-^/;^^-''' 
wife a Candidate, and offered, in cafe he ihould be ^^^^^* 
chofen, to incorporate that vaft Empire to Po^ 
land, which lies between Livonia and the Shores of 
the Crt7^i^« Sea. T\it Lithuanians, who are con- 
ftantly expofed to Invalions from Rujfta, fup- 
ported the Demands of the Czar, nocwithftand- 
ing the Sufpicions to which the Propofals of their 
anticnt Enemy might be liable. 

The P/V7/?<rJ oppos'd themfclves to all the Ca-^-'^''^'''''^ 
bals of Foreigners, and required that one of their W*' **"" 
own Nation might be plac'd upon the Throne. 
In fine, the Sultan declared for the Nephews of 
King Stephen, and fignificd by the Grand Vizir 
to the Polijh Ambafladors at the Port, that it was 
his Defire the Eleftors fhould have a Regard to 
the Merit of thofe Princes. 

As foon as the Ambafladors were heard, the Divipon tf 
private Animofities which divided the Lords, '^''^^'"*'* 
broke out into a Flame, and occafion'd an open 
Rupture. The Archbifhop of Gmfna, and Sta- 
nifaius Krijki Palatin of Cracow, quirted the Colo, 
and held a feparate Aflcmbly in the Neighbour- 
hood. They were followed by Count T<7;<fai;?V 
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the Duke ofOJlrogj Andrew Opalinjki Marfhal of 
the Kingdom, and the Chancellor Zamojki. The 
Lithuanians alfo retired, and fliuc chemfelves up ia 
their Camp for above forty Days. 

The Followers of the Primate and the Chan- 
cellor were incJin*d either to a Piafte, or the Prince 
of Sweden ; but after fome Conferences amongft 
thcmfclves, Zamojki brought them all over to h-^ 
vour Sigifmond. They declared their Refolution 
to Count Gorka and the other Lords of his Faftion, 
and defir'd their Sentiments-, but they returned 
Anfwer, that they could not give their Advice, 
unlefs the whole Nation was aflfembled in the fame 
Diet, and made up but one Senate. 

Upon this Anfwer, the Archbilhop of Gnefna^ 
to prevent a more dangerous Divifion, returned 
to the Colo \ but Count Gorka and the Zborowjki^s 
forgot the Refped: which was due to his Cha- 
racter, and publickly infulted him, infomuch that 
the Prelate, not thinking himfelf fecure, retir'd 
again with Zaimjki. He was followed by all the 
Bilhops of the Kingdom, except the Bifhop of 
EUEiion of Kiow^ and foon after they eleftcd Sigifrnond Prince 
ifswcdcnl oi Sweden, the Son of 7^^;; the Third. 

When the oppofite Party were informM of their 
Proceedings, they refolv'd likewife to choofc 
a King for ihemfelves, and nominated Maxi- 
mi ofTAm.inilian of Aujlria, notwithftanding the Rcmon- 
Auftria? ""-^ftrances of the Lithuanians^ wlio did all they could 
to prevent this double Eledlion. On the one 
hand, the Zborowjl'i' s fent the Biihop of Kiow and 
the Duke of Pruvjki to Maxifnilian, to engage 
him to come over as foon as might be, into Po- 
landy and to otFer him the Coronation-Oath for 
the Prefervation of the Privileges of the King- 
dom. And on the other hand, Zamojki demanded 
of the Prince of 5zt'<?i^», that he fhould unite Li- 
vonia to Poland^ and maintain a Fleet at his own 
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Expencc, for the Defence of his new Subjeds : 
That he (hould provide a Supply of Arms and 
Ammunition fjr the Sieges of Novogrod, Plejk.w^ 
and Sniolenjko^ in cafe the Czar fhould make any 
Motion : That he fhould remit the Sums which 
had been formerly borrowed of King Johftf by . 
Sigtfmond Augujlus: That he fhould quit all other 
Claims of Sweden upon Poland ; and laftly, that 
he fhould take a general Oath to obferve what- 
ever had been promised by Henr'j de Valm. 

Martin Lifnowoljki was then nominated to wait 
upon the new King in Sweden^ and the Bifhop of 
Jvladijlaw^ with fome other Lords, had Orders to 
receive him in the Road ofDantzick^ and pfFer him 
the Oaths upon the Pa£Ia Conventa^ before he 
fhould fee foot in the Kingdom. But King John 
was lefs pleafed with the News of his Son's Elec- 
tion, than difturb'd at the Profpeft of the Dan- 
gers, to which he was about to be expofed, by 
taking PofTcflion of a Throne, which was dif- 
puted with him by the Houfe o( Aujlria. Befides^ 
the Reunion of Livonia to Poland appearM to him 
too hard a Condition, and of greater Value than 
the Purchafe of an eledive Kingdom. Sigtfmond 
was in the fame way of thinking, and did not 
care to lofe the fmalleft Jewel of an hereditary 
Crown, for the Acquifition of one which he could 
not tranfmit to his Poflerity. 

Whilfl the Father and Son were thus unde-sig-fmona 
termin'd about accepting the Offers of -^{/»^-pSSnd'*'* 
from Erick Sparre arrived in Sweden^ with Letters 
woljki^ Zamol/ki^ importing that he was Mafler 
of Cracow and the Regalia ^ and that if Sigtf- 
mond would but come and fhew himfelf to his 
People, it was all that was wanting to reduce 
them to their Obedience. The earnefl Defires of 
the PoleSy and the Glory of his Son» at laft prc- 
vaird upon King Jobn^ and he ftraight fent him 
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on board, under a Convoy of three and twenty 
Vcflels. Sigifmond fafely arrived at Danlzick^ and 
there took the Oaths that were required, except- 
ing only as to the Article which concerned Li- 
vonia. 

In the mean time Zamcjki^ having cntrcd Cra- 
coiVy caufed the Legality of the Prince of Swtden^^ 
Bleftion to bepubliflbed in all Parts. He fignificd 
to the Pope, the Emperor, and the Electors of 
the Empire, that Sigifmond had been chofen by 
the Majority of the Lords, and that his Compe- 
titor iiad only the Voices of a fmall Number of 
Outlaws, who hop'd to repair the Lofs of their 
Fortunes, by the Civil Wars they endeavoured to 
Maximi- raife within the Bowels of the Kingdom. On the 
lianflivj^f- other hand, Maximilian y being prcfs'd thereto by 
clUcw!" 'the Family of Zboron'Jii^s, was already arrivd 
upon the Frontiers of Poland^ and had taken the 
Oaths, which the Poles of his Party had tendered 
to him. He then advanc'd towards Craccj;, in- 
trenched himfclf within five Miles of the Town, 
and there received the I'roops which the Zho- 
roivfki^s broup,ht in to him. With this Supply he 
drew near the Walls, and made the Inhabitants 
Keufnnn apprehcnfivc of a Sitgc *, but the aftive Zamojki 
f"^''^^'' was beforehand with him, and beat the G^r;;w;?j, 
<r; imob j^^f-Qj-g jj^^y (»Qy}j draw their Swords in the King- 

doni. Two thoufand of *em were left upon the 
Field of Battle, and the reft cfcaped with the 
Archduke into SiUfia. 

This Defeat lel't the Way open to Sigif/iondy 
who, within a few Days after, made his Entry into 
Cra:czi\ where he was crowned. The brave Z^- 
.mn/ki then put himfelf at the Head of the Polijh 
Troops, and piirfiied Afaximili^ny who had re- 
treated to IVteiun^ a Place of the Greater Poland^ 
upon the Confines of SiUfia. Upon his Approach, 
l!n: Prince, who had with him no more than 
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five hundred Horfe and a fmall Number of Foot, 
quitted IVielun^ and took Shelter in Witferiy a 
Town fituate beyond the Limits which divide 5/- 
kfia from Poland. Thither Stanijlaus Prepofw'ar 
brought up to him a Body of/Hungarian Troops, 
and Stadniki^ who commanded the Poles of the 
Imperial Party, foon prevailed on him to enter 
upon an Engagement. Zamofki^% Cojfacks were at 
firft repuls'd by the Gerfnans\ but the Pcles^ who 
came up, renewed the Fight, and attacked rTie^-p''*^«^*« 
Imperialifts with fortiuch Bravery, that they broke r/«^[''^i 
their Ranks, and put them to Flight. Three thou- O**'* ^'- 
fand of 'em were left upon the Field of Battle. "^' 
Maximilian returned to IVitfen^ whither Zamopci 
followed, and befieg*d him. The Place was weak, 
its Defenders few, and in a terrible Conftcrna- 
tion at the late Defeat, and Zamojki threatened to 
fet Fire to the Town. In this Extremity, the 
Archduke furrendcr'd himfelf Prifoner of War, 
with the principal Lords of his Party. The Con- 
queror treated him with the Refpedt which was 
due to his Quality as a Prince •, and being as good 
a Patriot, as he wis an able General, he Ihew'd 
fo much Moderation to his Countrymen upon 
this Viftory, that tho* they were his Enemies, 
they could not but admire his Magnanimity and 
Difcretion. ^ 

Sigifmond exprefs'd the fame Sentiments, and 
diflembled the Joy he could not but have for an 
Event which fecur'd the Crown upon his Head, 
which 'till then had been almoft in a tottering Con- 
dition. Queen ^nne his Aunt, the Dowager of 
the late King, making him a Vifit upon this Oc* 
cafion, to congratulate hirti on his happy Succefs, 
he laid hold of the Opportunity of the Princefs's 
Arrival, for making thole folemn Rejoicings 
which were then cxprcfs'd at Cracow. 
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^Treaty Thc CouFt of Vienna was in a far different Si- 
tbe^tw cuacion^ and a Face of Sadnefs cover'd the whole 
Cwif^tfi/- Empire, Rodolpbus was perfonally offended widi 
- thc Affront his Brother Maximilian had received, 
and thc German Princes thought that the Difgrace 
of the Archduke-s Defeat reflcftcd upon the 
whole Germanic Body. The Emperor, who was 
either too pufillanimous or too weak to attempt a 
War againft Poland^ whilft the ^urk threatened 
him with an Irruption into Htingar'j^ prcfum'd not 
openly to engage in it, and had Recourfe to thc 
Mediation of the Pope, for bringing Matters to 
an Accommodation. Sixtus V. fcnt Cardinal AU 
dohrandini into Poland^ a Prelate of diftinguifliM 
Merit, and equal to the Embafll^ he undertook* 
He was commiffion'd to demand Maximilian''^ Li- 
berty, and the better to prcferve his Repjtation, 
to procure him, if poflible, the Continuance of 
the Regal Title. 

Sigifmondy when he came to treat, (hew'd the 
fame Moderation as he had done after his Vidlory, 
and offer'd to releafe the Prince without Ranfom ; 
but John Zborowjki hindred Maximilian from 
making the Ceflion that was required of him, and 
confenting to a Treaty. He gave him Hopes, 
that he fhould foon be able, with new Forces, to 
refcue him out of Prifon, and fupport his Elec- 
tion. 

l^gg^ However, after he had continued Prifoner a 
whole Twelve-month, the Archduke, quite fpent 
with Vexation, and plainly difcerning that the 
ZhorowJkCs flattered him with vain Hopes, deGr'd 
a Conference, in which it was agreed, that he 
ihould quit Poland without paying for his Ran- 
fom, or bearing the Title of King ; that he fiiould 
. reftore to Count Cepiis the Caftle of LMoa^ which 
he had taken from him; that thc former Trea- 
ties 
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ties made between Poland^ Ilujjgary^ Bobetnia^ and 
the Houfe of Aujlriay Ihoiild be in full Force 5 
and laftly, that Maximilian fliould fwear to the 
Obfervacion of this laft Treaty, as foon as he 
Ihould enter upon the Territories of the Empire. 

Thefe Conditions were approv'd by the Senate 
and King, and the Emperor confirmed them at 
Prague. The Archduke, who was conduced 
into Silefia by a Guard of Polijh Troops, and fet 
at Liberty, refused to comply with the Oath he 
had agreed to take, and hardly refrained from 
falling upon the Guard which had attended on 
him : But his Brother Rodolphus^ who was a more 
religious Obferver of his Word, and carM not to 
engage himfelf in a new War, obligM him to 
make the Renunciation he had promised, and ra^ 
lify the Treaty. 

Peace being fettled in Poland^ the Diet of 
lyarfaw made new Provifions for preventing 
Troubles in future Eleftions. They order'd that 
Livonia fhould be fucceflively governed by a Pala- 
tin of Lithuania^ and a Palatin of Poland j they 
put an end to the other Affairs of that Province, 
and gave Anfwers to the different Complaints of 
the Palatinates. They farther corffiderM of pro- 
per Meafurcs to reftrain the unbounded Licence 
of the CoJ/ackSf whofe Inroads and Ravages in 
Tarlaryj and theTerritoriesof the Otioman^tnpit% 
might poffibly engage Poland in a War. 

In fhort, thefe Spoilers having made a fudden^^«|^^ 
Irruption into Tartary^ furprizM certain VclTels' '*''**^ 
upon the Coafts of the Slack Sea^ and plunderM 
Cojlovia ; the Tartars, at the Inftigation of the 
Turks, had pafs*d the Boryjlbenes with 70000 
Horfe, and were cncamp'd between the Lake of' 
A?nadoka and Leopold in Rujpa^ from whence they 
ravaged all the neighbouring Country. 

John 
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John Sarins Zamofki was fcnt againft them, and 
fortified Ka?nimeCy under an Apprehenfion left the 
Tiirks^ who were already in Walachiay where they 
waited for ihe Event of this Irruption of the Tir- 
h^rj, fhould fall upon that Place, which is the only 
Bulwark of Cbrijicndom on that Side. I'he Coj- 
facksy encouraged by the Prefcnce of Zamojkiy 
march'd in qucft of the Enemy. And tho* they 
had come off with Lofs in the two former Aftions, 
Shame and a Defire of Revenge infpiring them 
with frclh Force and Courage, they at laft ob- 
tained a compleat Vidory. The Cham march'd 
to the AfTiftancc of his Siibjefts at the Head of a 
frefh Army, and found Means to draw rhc Co/- 
fncks into an Ambufcade, whither their blind 
Confidence had driven them. Surrounded on all 
Sides, and glad of any Opportunity to fave their 
Lives, they offered to furrcnder ; but the Tartar 
would hearken to no Conditions, and fhcwed by 
his Example, how dangerous it is to reduce a cou- 
rageous Enemy to Defpair. The CoJJlicks^ ex- 
horting one another to ftand out to the laft 
Breath, and refolving to fell their Lives at a dear 
Rate, fell fo furioufly upon the Tartars^ that 
they made their Way through the Batallions, 
which encompaffed them ; and being thus difen- 
gnged from the falfe Step they had taken, they 
contended a fecond time for the Vidlory. The 
Cba?n ftrovc to oppofe them, but in vain ; he faw 
his Son killed by his Side, and himfelf was dan- 
gefouily wounded. His Troops difperfed and 
.ibiindontd him -, and were it not for fomc fiith- 
ful Subjects, who fcicrificed themfelves to fave 
ilifir Prince, he muft have been either flain or 
t.ikt*n Prii'oner. The fca'tcrcd Remains of his 
Army (jcupcd into tIk' ne/ohbouring Woods-, but 
being ibon conftriiincd to quit them through Fa- 
inir.e, the poor Wretches were all knocked on 

the 
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the Head like fo many Brute Bcafts. After this 
Victory, there was no putting a Stop to the Rage 
of the Conquerors, who, notwithllanding all that 
ZamofKi could do to prevent it, made an Irrup- 
tion into I'artar)^ and put all to Fire and Sword. 

The Polijh General then fent to the Ba(ha, who 
commanded the Jurki/h Army upon the Banks of 
the Niejlar^ to demand whether he intended to 
obferve the former Treaties ; and the Infidels, 
who faw from their Camp the Fires which the 
Cojfach had kindled in Tartary^ and intimidated 
by the Defeat of their Allies, did not prefume to 
proceed any farther, but retired. 

The next Year, the Cojfacks again furprized 1590, 
and plundered certain Merchant Ships belong- 
ing to the Turks^ who, relying upon the Treaty 
then fubfifting, were taking in frefh Provifions 
upon the Coaft of the Black Sea. They then 
entered the Pontic Cherfonefus^ and committed 
piore cruel Ravages than they had done before ; 
infomuch that Amurath^ in the Heat of his In- 
dignation, and imputing the Proceedings of the 
Cojfacks to the Poles^ engaged the Cbam to make 
an Irruption into their Kingdom, and ordered his 
Bafhas to raife an Army to follow him thither. 
The Tartars^ greedy of Prey, were immediately 
upon their March, entered Poland^ and having 
enriched themfelves with great Spoils, retired into 
their own Country, where the Cojfacks^ who had 
been the Occafion of the War, fell upon them 
and beat them. Zamojkiy who was advanced as 
fiir as the Frontiers, to oppofe the Turk'ijh 
Army, which lay incamped upon the Fron- 
tiers of IValacbia^ fcnt to demand of the Bafha 
who commanded it, whether he was come up as 
a Friend, or an Enemy ; and the Turk made 
Aniwer, that he would offer no Hoftility, in cafe 
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the Cojfacks were punifhed for their Infolence ; aid 
foon after the Englijh Embaffador had Credic 
enough at the Port to caufe all thefe Infults to be 
overlooked, and prevented a Rupture of the 
^rTrr^rjr Treaties. 

John III. King of Sweden now dying, his Son 
1594* the King of Poland was crowned at Upfal. SiffJ- 
5iE^°?^ mondy who was a Roman Catholic, was defirous 
JCing of that the Ceremony might be performed by Francis 
Sweden. ^ Male/pine Bilhop of Urbino, the Pope's Nun- 
cio j but jidam Andracan^ the Primate of the 
Kingdom, and a zralous Proteftant, warmly op* 
pofed it. The Senate and all the Orders of the 
Kingdom joined with him, and would not allow 
a foreign Prelate to crown their King. As they 
were apprehenfive that he had fome Dcfign of 
making Alterations in the Relig'on of the Coun- 
try, and reftoring the Faith of their Anceftors, 
they obliged him to take an Oath of Conformity 
to the Ordinances of his Grandfather Charles V. 
and the Decrees of the laft Synod of Upfal^ in fa- 
vour of the Ausbourg Confeflion \ infomuch that 
his Majefty was obliged to have Recourfe to the 
Sollicitarions of the Polipj Lords who attended 
him, before he could obtain Leave to have Mafs 
faid in his own Palace. 

Sigifmond then advifed with the States-General, 

1597. aflembled at Stockholm^ about fettling the Admini- 

S^^J^ ttration during his Abfence, and his Uncle Charles 

jtigentof Duke of Suderland was declared Regent of the 

^^^*i°'^^ Kingdom. But he foon abufed the Authority he 

Jfyrhrity. was entrufted with, and the ambitious Prince 

made no Scruple of becoming an Ufurper. He 

.prefcntly took feveral Steps, under the Pretence 

of defending the Confeffion of Aujbourg againft 

..^ . the Attempts of the Roman Catholicks, which had 

. ' ; ' . a ma- 
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a manifcft Tendency to the Throne, and fecm'd 
to threaten an immediate Revolt. Sigifmond com- 
plained of it, difpatch'd his Amball'adors into 
Sweden^ and deprived Charles of the Title of Re- 
gent, which he had conferrM upon him. But the 
Duke found Means to procure an Eftabliihment 
of the Charafter and Authority, which the King 
had taken from him, by the States of the King- 
dom. He then, notwithftaQding Sigifmond's Or- 
ders, caird them together at Arboge^ where they 
confirmed to him the Title of Regent of the King- 
dom, gave him Commiffion to do whatever he 
judged neceffary for its Defence, and declared all 
thofe Traitors, who within fix Months (hould 
not fubfcribe to thefe Declarations. 

The Duke of Suderland, inverted with this un« 
lawful Authority, made himfelf Mafter of Slock- ^^J^^^^^ 
holm and the Fort of Elfenbourg. And Rebel asandha^s 
he was, and ufurping an Authority which his^^^f^^l;^^ 
Mafler had taken from him, he endeavour*d not- ^*sigi(mor.d. 
withftanding to impole upon the People, by aflli- 
ring them that all his Proceedings were avow'd 
by the King, and that he adled only for the Main- 
tenance of Religion ; tho', in Reality, under the 
Title of Regent he already exercifed regal Power. 
He turn'd out the Magiftrates and Officers put in 
by Sigifmond^ to make room for Creatures of his 
own. He remov'd the greatcft Part of the Sena- 
tors, attainted Ibme of them, and feiz'd upon the 
Eftates of all who ventured to complain. He 
obliged the Chancellor Eric Sparre to remove out 
of Scandinavia^ and put fuch Governors and Gari* 
fons into all the Fores, as were intirely at his De- 
votion. Finland and the Fort of Arbon refufing 
to acknowledge his Authority, he entred the 
Country, Sword in Hand, ravaged it in an hoftile 
Manner, and threw the Great Men into Prifon. 

Sigifmond * 
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1/598. Sigifmoui^ upon Information of all thcfc Trca- 
sigifmond fons, prepared to pafs into Sweden^ after having 
s'iJLi«r advisM with the Diet at JVarfaWj which fixed his 
Return to the Feaft of St. Bartholomew in the 
Year next enfuing. He embark'd in the Road 
of Dantzick with 5000 Men, and defign'd to make 
a Defcent at Calmar^ a Sea-Town in Sweden ; 
but he did not ufe all the Diligence that was ne- 
ceffary, and through a great Miftake took his 
Courfe by Sea, when he might have been abk in 
a little Time to have gain'd Finland by Land, 
which continued faithful to him. In ihort, the 
maritime Coafts of Sweden are full of fteep Rocks, 
which make it as difficult to land among them, 
as the Profpefl: of them is frightful. They look 
at a Diftance like high Ramparts, impoffible to 
be penetrated. And the nearer one comes to 
Shore, the more Reafon there is for apprehend- 
ing Danger from the Shelves and Sands. Some 
lie upon a Level with the Water j others are co- 
vered by the Waves ; and others difcover them- 
felves only to be dreaded by the Mariners. The 
Inhabitants of the Country call them Sbarcn^ and 
they line the Coa(h of the Swediflj Sea for above 
200 German Miles in Length, and fix in Breadth. 
Thefe little Iflands, which are innumerable, form 
a Labyrinth, which is not eafily pervious •, for they 
are all fliap'd alike, and it is morally impofllble 
to diftinguifn them from each other, or fix any 
Names to them. 

Stephen Banner^ the Admiral of the King's 
Fleet, wander'd a long Time in the Windings of 
this Arcbipelan^us^ and gave Time to Charles to 
get ready his Forces. The Wind carried Banner 
from the Road he defign'd to take, and drove 
him towards Sleckkurg. If he had purfu'd the 
Courfe which Fortune pointed out to him, and 

march'd 
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marched direftly to Stockholm^ Charles muft have 
been taken unprovided, and perhaps oblig'd to a 
Compliance with whatever Sigifjnotid might have 
impofed ; but the King tarried fome Days ac 
Steckbourg to confer with his Sifter, and in the 
mean while the Wind became contrary. Charles 
had therefore Time to make all neceffary Pre- 
parations, and the Zeal of the King's Friends 
began to abate through his Remifnefs. 

Sig\f?nond made another falfe Step, by entering 
Sweden with a foicign Force. It was thought, 
that the Duke of Stiderland would have fubmit- 
red, if the King had not ufed Menaces towards 
him, and compell'd him to take up Arms for the 
Defence of his Life and Eftate ; but that after he 
had raifed an Army, and Fortune proved favour- 
able to him, he laid hold of the Opportunity to 
carry the Rebellion fiirtherthan he attirft intended. 
Be this as it will, Charles advanced W\i\\ an Army, cHatitt ^ 
to meet Sigifmond as far as the Plains of Lincopen^ "^ 
and then dilpatch'd certain Lords to him, to bring 
Matters to an Accommodation. Sigifmond 2it. firft 
refufed to hear them ; but was prevailed on aftcr- 
vs'ards to grant them an Audience. In the mean 
time the Hungarians without any Order fell upon 
the S-Joedijh Troops with fo much Fury, that if 
the King had not founded a Retreat, and gone 
himfelf into the Field of Battle, they would 
have intirely defeated them. Enrag'd however 
to fee the Vidlory thus wrefted out of their 
Hands, they threw themfelves upon the dead 
Bodies of the Swedes, cut them to pieces, and 
made a like Carnage amongft them as wild Beads 
would have done^ which had been oppreffed with 
Hunger. This Aftion alienated the Affections 
of the S-ivedrs ftiil more from the King, whilil 
the odious Barbarity of the Hinigariafis was im- 
puted to Sipfmond. Several Lords of his Party 
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went over to Charles upon this OccaGon^ who 
B^«<J^ foon oblig'd the King to return into Poland. He 
*^ ^ recovered Stockholm and Calmar^ which had de- 
clared for SigifmundyViTiA puniihed all thofe as Re- 
bels^ who had fhewn any Inclination to fcrve 
their lawful Prince. 

He then held a Diet at Jcncopen^ in which i 
Day was prefcribed for Slgifmond to return into 
Sweden •, and the fame Decree was repeated in 
another Aflfembly held at Stockholm foon after. 
Charles^ who as yet playM the Diflembler, and 
mov'd by gentle Degrees towards the Throne, 
procurM an Ordinance, that if the King would 
not immediately come over, and by his Prcfence 
put a Stop to the Calamities of the State, they 
would eled his eldcft Son Ladiflausj upon Condi- 
tion that Slgifmond would fend him into Sweden 
to be there brought up. 
jr^r in Li- The War was now carried into Livonia. Cbarks 
^""^ made himfelf Maftcr of Pernawy Solen^ Leifs and 
Fallin. Derpt was next befiegcd, and had the 
fame Fate, infomuch that in fix Months Tim.e 
the whole Province was (ubjcft to the Ufurpcr, 
except two or three ftrong Places. The Poles^ 
the Germans^ and the Swedes ravaged by Turns i 
and the unfortunate Livonians felt all the moft 
dreadful Miferies that War could inflift. As 
Livonia depended upon Poland^ the Invafion of 
Charles Qzxxi't^ a Rupture with this Kingdom, and 
'Sigifmond*^ Quarrel became that of the Rcpub- 
lick. Thus John Sarins Zamoski march*d into Li'^ 
vonia at the Head of a Polijh Army to oppofe the 
Progrefs q( Charles y and recover the Places which 
he had taken. IVohner was his firft Conqueft. 
Helmet IVeiJJenJieiny Mariembourgy and Nienhufen 
were carried with a like Rapidity. He ftarvM 
Ronebourg into a Compliance, which the Litbua- 
jfians the Year before had fruidcfly befieged \ and 

the 
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the ftrong Place of Fell'm was cblig'd to open hct 
Gates to him. 

Tho' Charles of Suderland had long poffefled the i6^£^ 
Throne of Sweden under the Name of Regent, ch - ./ 



he had never yet ventured to take upon himfelfX^7'/6 

Sweden yr^ji 
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the Style of King. Ac lad, to compleat his Crime, v""* "l 



and procure a Tide, which fo much flattered his^/j AV/ie'w 
Ambitiorj, he causM a Libel to be difperkd, in^8^°«>»^* 
which Sigifmond was acculcd as having infringed 
the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, and en- 
deavoured to introduce the Romiflj Religion into 
Sweden. The King was rcprefenced as a Tyrant, 
who had intended the Dcflruftion of his own Sub- 
jefts^ and already put to Deaih a greac Nunnibet 
of them in difFerent Engagements ; and in the 
Conclufion tht Swedes were exhorted to make 
choice of another King. This Libel had the Ef- 
fcA which Charles expefted. The Eftates met 
together ; Sigifmond was deposed, and the Crown 
offered to Charles. But the crafty Afpirer, who 
fought to Jeflen the Odium of an Ufurpation by 
in itfedted Modefty, pretended imaginary Scru- 
ples, which in Reality he had not. He muft in 
a manner be forced upon accepting what in his 
Heart he fo eagerly defired ; and the Nation 
muft feem to place him upon die Throne, as the 
Rccompcnce of the many Services he had done 
the State. However, he was not crown'd till 
two Years after, 

Zamoski^ after he had recovered from the Swedes 1605; 
almoft all the Places they had taken, rcturnM j^^. ^'^'« 
inro Poland^ and gave up the Command of the'" ^'^ ' 
Army in Livonia to Charles Chotkiewity who, by 
his Conduft and Valour, fhewM himfolf a worthy 
Succeflbr to the great Man who had preceded 
him in the Generalfhip. The Duke of Suderhnd 
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having paffed into Livonia with a Fleet of 4oSai}| 
and I2000 Men on Board, lummoned the Inha- 
bitantsof jRfgtf to furrender, and upon their Rc- 
fufal laid Siege to the Town. Andrew Linderfon^ 
an Officer in the Swedijh Service, marchM cue 
from Revel at the fame time with 4000 Men, to 
join the Army of his Mailer j but the Polijh Ge- 
neral being informed of his March, put a Stop 
to his Progrefs, and defeated him between Fellin 
and Pemaw. He then advanced towards the 
Place befieged, and feized upon an advantagious 
Poll, l^hich Nature had fortified, from whence 
he could fccurely view the Steps of the Enemy. 
The Ufurper, who was defirous abfolutely to en- 
gage, llrove to move the Poles from their Situa- 
tion, and draw them out into the open Fields 
To fuccced the better in this Scheme, he polled 
himfelf upon a little Hill over againft their Camp, 
at the Foot of which was a fpacious Plain, which 
divided the two Armies. But Chotkiewit conti- 
nued firm in a Pod, where he could not be at- 
tacked, and which kept the Swedes in awe, and 
ftirr'd not a Step till the Enemy, thro* an Eager- 
nefs of fighting, had engaged to a Difadvantage. 
In Ihort, the Duke of Suderland, impatient of 
any longer Delay, ventured into the Plain to at- 
tack the PoleSy and force them to an Engagement. 
As foon as Chotkiewit perceived that he could fight 
to Advantage, and that the Difpofition of the 
Ground counter-balanced the Number of the 
Enemy, he poured like an impetuous Torrent 
from the Hill where he lay encamp'd, fell upon 
the Enemy that were below him, attacked their 
Right Wing, broke it, and put it to the Rout, 
The Swedes dctach'd a Body of Horfe from their 
Left Wing to furround him ; but John Sapieha, 
who had forefeen their Motion, fell upon that 
Body, and put them to flight. The Number of 

the 
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the Enemy however made the Viftory more diffi- 
culr. They frequently railied, fought again, ftill 
refiiled, but at laft were forced to yfeld. What 
followed, was more a Slaughter than a Battle. 
Eight Thoufand Swedes were killM upon the fpot. 
Part of their Fugitiv^es were knock'd on the head 
by the Country People •, and others blinded by 
their Fears, threw themfelvcs into the Bogs, 
where they perifhed. The Dukes of Brunfwitk 
and Lunenboiirgy who followed Charles of Suder^ 
land in this Expedition, were flain. Andrew Lin^ 
derfony Count Mansfeld, and the Ufurper himfelf, 
were dangeroufly wounded. 

Mufcovy this Year underwent a mod furpri2- J^^vchttian 
ing Revolution. The Czar Theodore died in 1598,* **"^~''' 
and had left the Adminiftration of his large Ter- 
ritories to his Wife Gernia. This PrinceS had a 
Brother nam'd Boris^ who, by his Addrefs and 
artful Infinuations, had gain'd the Confidence of 
T^beodorcy and was advanced to the higheft OfHces 
in the State. So many Inftances of Kindncfs 
would have raJfed a grateful Senfc in any other 
Breaft, and fatisfied any other Man but Boris : 
But all the Honours his Prince heap'd upon him, 
fcrv*d only to blow up his Ambition, which car- 
ried his Views as far as to the Throne. The Czar 
had no Children ; and Demetrius his younger 
Brother was to be his Succcffor. Boris caus'd ^ /)'^* 
him to be aflaffinated in the Life-time of Thjeo^^-^^^'"""''^^^ 
dorus^ and had Cunning enough to conceal his 
Crime. He was indeed fufpedted of it, and ic 
was feared left he (hould make fome Attempt 
upon the Life of the Czar ; but to efface all thefe 
Sufpicions, he leflcn*d the Taxes, gave ear to the 
Complaints of Towns, redreffed the Grievances 
of private Perfons^ and found Means to make 
himfelf bclov'd by the People, 

$2 Upoo 
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The Death UpOii thc Death of Theodore^ the Nation ofFcPd 
2lJw " to take the Oath of Allegiance to the Emprcfi 
regnum. Gcfma ; buc that Princefs, either to pave the 
Way to the Throne for her Brother, or through 
an Excefs of Grief for her deceafed Husband, 
declared that fhe would renounce the World,, and 
put thc Adminiftration into the Hands of thc Kncf 
and the Boiares. 

Upon this Declaration the People rofe and ran 
to the Gates of the Monaftery, where Botis alfo 
was, and befought them, that they would not 
abandon their faithful Subjedb, who would never 
obey any other Princes. Boris ftiew'd himfelf to 
the Ptople ; and to calm a Tumult, which fell 
but little fhort of a Sedition, he promifed, that 
as foon as the forty Days of Mourning were over, 
he would take upon himfelf the Reins of the Go- 
vernment, provided the Boiares would divide 
with him the Cares of fo painful an Employ- 
ment. 

The Czarina took the Veil, and the Time of 
Mourning being over, the People were call'd to- 
gether into the Citadel. The Chancellor Baftt 
Jacoblinitz Salo Calf exhorted them to fubmit to 
the Boiares^ and acknowledge their Authority ; 
but the whole AQcmbly feem'd to be enrag*d at 
2^^«^oris^'^ Difcourfe, and loudly demanded Prince Boris^ 
to h^CaaT^ the Brother of the Czarina, as that Princefs had 
^^^J^^^ retired. Upon thefe Acclamations Boris^ who 
accepts the was prcfcnt, rofe up, and with a feigned Mo- 
Crtmm. dcfty, which heaffefted only to make the greater 
ImprefTion upon the People, refufcd the Crown 
they offered him. He even withdrew into the 
Monaftery where his Sifter was, and continued 
there a whole Month. At Lift the People flock 
thither in Troops, tumultuoufly demand him, and 
threaten to fet fire Co the Convent, if he did not 
prcfently appear. 

Thc 
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The Czarina drives to calm their Paflions, re- 
turns to her Brother, throws h.riclf at his F^cc, 
conjures him with Tears in her Eye: t > appfafe a 
People, whom too great a Love for him was 
about to carry to the utmoft Excefs. H yields 
at laft, when he thinks he had rtfiftcd enough, 
to ftbp the Clamours of envious 1 ongues, and 
Gernia lets tht- People know, that her Entreaties 
had prevailed upon her Brother to comply, and 
that he was now willing to take upon himfelf the 
Adminiftration of the Empire. 

Boris governed Rujfia in Peace, when an Tm--^/*^"> 
poftor rofe up againft him, and wrefted the Sceptre tri's ^«** 
out of his Hands, which he had gain'd by lb enor- "^'"'-/'Boris. 
mous a Villainy. A Stranger appears under the 
Name of Demetrius^ who had been aflaflinated 
by the Orders of BoriSj and calls himfelf the right 
Hdr of Theodore. He gave out, that his Mother, 
informed of the Confpiracy laid by Boris againft 
the Life of the Prince of Mufcovy^ and forefcc- 
ing the Danger, had laid another Child in his 
Bed, which had been maffacred in his ftead, and 
buried immediately, for fear the Affaflin fliould 
difcover the Artifice. Befides all this, he exadUy 
refembled the true Demetrius. He had, like him, 
one of his Arms longer than the other, and a like 
Mole in his Face ; but then his Senfe, his Air, 
and his genteel Behaviour, feem'd all to put his 
Birth out of queftion. 

He firft applied to the Polt/h Jefuits, and gave^>>'" 
them Hopes, that if ever he came to the Thfonc^*^'^^ """ 
of his Fathers, his firll Care fhould be to draw 
over the Ruffians to the Church of Rofne. Thcj 
Jefuits wrote immediately to the Pope, and prefs*d^ 
hh Holinefs to engage the King ot Poland to give 
Affiftance to this pfetendcd Prince. They then 
prefented him to George Mednskiy the Palatine of 
Sendomi^y whofe Daughter he privately promifed 

S3 \» 
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to marry, and he incroduc'd him into the Court 

of PolMd. 

gj^J^ Tho* a Suppliant, he addrcfe'd himfclf to the 

ISvffPcH King like a Prince, and without making any 

^iiSum Submiffions which might have betrayed his Birth, 

^jhmu and was then receiv'd in Poland as the true Dem- 

trms. There he raifed an Army of loooo Men, 

marchM towards the Frontiers of Mufiovy^ pofsM 

the Boriftbefies^ and took Zemiga without any Op* 

I)0fitk>n. The Cojfach^ gain'd by his Promifes, 

joined him ; and Corelas their Head, opened to 

liim th^ Gates of Puiimu. 

Borisy in the mean while, informed of the Storm 
Utrhich was gathering in Poland^ wrote to the Se- 
Date, that he could not haye thought the Wif- 
dom of the Poles could have been furprized by a 
Fable fo evidently falfc, or that they would have 
infringed the Treaties between them in favour of 
an Impoftor j that Demetrius was dead, and the 
whole Nation knew it, and had mourned for 
him ^ he therefore befought Sigifmond to leize 
upon the Perfon of the fuppofititious Demetrius^ 
and fend him to him dead or alive. He added, 
that if the Poles (hould fupply the Impoftor with 
any Succours, they fhould learn by a fatal Expe- 
rience, what it was to provoke the Rage of the 
Emperor of Rujfta. Befides thefe Menaces, he 
had recourfe to Intreaties, and applied to the Se- 
nators privately, to gain them over to his Into- 
refts ; but the Pope's Sollicitations and the Credit 
qf the Jefuits prevailM, and the King was per- 
fuaded, that it w^s the Intereft of Religion and 
the Republic, to fupport tl^e Party 'pt Dem%- 
irius. 

Thus Boris levied an Army, and march'd 
tgainft this pretended Prince at the Head of 
looooo Men. The Palatine €)f Sendomir^ who 
coqfiniandcd the Army of Demelrm^ flattered 
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himfelf that a great Part of the Enemies Troops 
would pafs over to him, and therefore he fought 
for an Opportunity to engage, though his Forces 
were unequal ; but he was defeated on the &rO: He is Seattn. 
Onfet, and obligM to fly. 

Demetrius elcap'd into the Caftle of Rillesk^ 
whce he defended himfelf with Courage, though 
alm'jll all his Soldiers had forfaken him : Even, 
the two CarthuftanSy whom he had brought with 
him as WitncflTes of his Piety and Zeal for the 
Romijh Religion, defe^rted him ; but the Jcfuits 
Nicholas Chrrakoivski and Andrew Lowitz were 
conftant to him, and encouraged him by their 
Example and Difcourfe. He feem*d himfelf 
throughly convinced of the Goodnefs of his Caufe ; 
and whenever he went to engage, he was feen to 
lift up his Hands and Eyes to Heaven, and pray 
God to flrike him dead with Thunder, if his 
Pretenfions to the Throne were not juft. 

Fortune foon after declared for him. He beat 
the Mufcovite Army, which befieged him, with an 
Handful of Men, and forced them to a fhamefui 
Retreat. He then entred Pontivol. Five neigh- 
bouring Towns opened him their Gates ; and he 
found in Bialogrod an hundred and fifty Pieces of 
Cannon. Jal^a and Luptine prefently after fur- 
render'd -, and the whole Province of 5^^n<*fub- 
mittcd to him. 

Whilft he lay at Pontivol^ Boris fent ctnzin au Suceefi, 
Emiflaries to aflafllnate him \ and the Patriarch 
of Mufcovy publi/hed a Decree, by which he ex- 
communicated all the Followers of Demetrius. 
The Aflaflins being difcovered, Demetrius treated 
them with Clemency, and gave them their Par- 
dons. He wrote at the fame time to the Patri- 
arch, and defired he would confine himfelf within 
the Bounds of his Miniftry, and not employ Re- 
ligion in the Support of an unjuft Caufe, He is 

S 4 faid 
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faid likewife to have fcnt a Letter to B^vis^ ii|:' 
which he, in very lively Terms, reproachec! hiot 
with the Means he had made ufe ofto afcend die 
Throne, ijnd^ofFcrcd him Pardon, with' confide^ 
rable' Advantages to himfelf arid his Family, id 
<:afe he would retire into a Monaftery, of whidi 
the Choice fhould be left to himfelf; Boris wii 
fo Uruck with the reading of this Letter, t)iat, 
BoritirV;. whether through Indignation or Rcmorfe, befell 
into an Apoplexy, and died, after having reign'd 
^even Yeatrs. 

His Son was crowned, and all the Lords took 
an Oath €>f Fidelity to him \ but a blind Fortune 
foon changed the Face of ABairs, and difplaced 
the Son of Boris to ralfc J)emeirius to the Throne, 
who was almoft as foon plucked down. 

Crom was befieged by the Mufcovites^ and had 
already fuftained ten Aflaults. Demetrius^ in 
whofc favour that City had declared, w.is afraid 
Jeft it fhould fall under the redoubled EiForts of 
iheBefiegcrs, and difpatch'd Zaporski to its Afljft- 
ance! As that General had not Troops enough 
to break through the Rujfian Camp by Force, he 
had recqurfe to'^tratagem. He made ufe of an 
ignorant Country Fellow, by whom ho fent a 
Letter to the Governor of Crom^ in which he 
prcftd him to a vigorous Refiftance, upon Hopes 
of the fpcedy Arrival of 40000 Men, who were 
already upon their March to fuccour him. This 
Felhw was taken by rhe Befiegers, as Zaporski 
intended that he fhould. He was put to the 
Queftion, and cnnfefs*d what himfelf was fully 
perfuadid of, that Zaporski was upon h'S March 
with a numerous Army. ** The MufcoviteSy afto- 
liifiied at diis falfe Report, immediately converted 
<he Siege into a Blockade, and went to meet Za^ 
\ forski^ -who, to confirm their Fears, ftretched out 

, his Ttoops as much as poffible, ordered a great 
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Noife to be made in the Camp, and commanded 
all the Valets of his Army to mount on Horfe- 
back. He likewife fent certain Soldiers into the 
Enemies Camp, who pretending to be Deferters, 
afllired the RuJ/ia/i General and his Officers, that 
another Body of Troops was following Zaporjkiy 
who taking Advantage of their Miftake, fell 
upon them immediately with all the Brilkncfs 
jhe Poles were capable of. I'he Attack proved 
fuccefsful : The firft Ranks of the Enemy were 
broken, and Peter Bufmanof^ who had been die 
firft Minilter of Borts^ immediately abandoned *^^ ^^ 
the Gaufe of his Son, to declare in favour oi De^'j^^^ 
metrius. The Example of fo confiderable a Man 
drew after him a great Number of Officers, who 
fubmitted and fent Deputies to Demetrius^ to af- 
fure him of their Fidelity. General John Houdun^ 
who refufcd to comply, was put under a Guard^ 
and fent to Prifon. 

Mofccw followed the Example of the Army, 
and the People there rofe in favour of Demetrius. 
The Widow of BoriSy the Czar^ his Son and 
Daughter, were (hut up in a clofe Prifon. The 
Dowager Czarina, fearing the Vengeance of the 
Conqueror, took down a Praught of Poifon, and 
gave of it to her two ChiWren. The Son of Boris 
died of it ; but his Paughter^ upon taking an 
Antidote, furvived. 

Demetrius made a magnificent Entry into the ^^ «tf^« 
Capital of the Empire, and was there folemnly /^/mq-J. 
acknowledged Great Duke of Mufeovy^ and King^y^- , 
of Cajan and Ajtracan, Provinces which John Ba-wourto- 
jilides had conquered. His Coronation was fo-^'^'^j^f" 
Jemnized towards the End of July^ and his pre- ""^ '* 
tended Mother affifted at the Ceremony. She 
ha(! been fhut up in an obfcure Monaftery by the 
Order of Borii^ where flie bad remained in an 
intire Oblivion. Demetrius took her out from 

thence^ 
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thencCt embraced her with Tears in his Eyai 
gave her an Attendance fuitable to her Qiiatttj» 
and heaped continual Honours upon her. The 
Frincefsy on her fide, either flattered by tie 
Change of her Condition, or afraid to dedart 
what (be thought, owned the pretended Demetm 
for her Son, and by that means confirmed dK 
common Miftake of all the Mufcovites. 

But the Preference he gave to the Poles before 
his native Subjefts, the Inclination be (hewed to- 
wards the Romifl) Religion, and the Treatment he 
Sve to the Family oiBoris^ proved fatal to him. 
e removed the Mufcovites from his Court and all 
Employments^ and (hewed Favour only to the 
Foreigners, who advanced him to the Throne, I 
and particularly to the JefuitSj who obtained a 
rich Eftablilhment in Mofcow. Seventy of the 
moft confiderable Families in the Empire, which 
were cither allied to the late Czar, or held out 
too long in the Caufe of his Sons, were attainted, 
and their Eftates given to the Pclijh Lords who 
had foUcwed him. 

Whilft all fubmitted to Demetrius^ Theodore 
Swijki or Cboufqui was aImo(t the only one who 
ventured to rife up againft the Authority of this 
new Prince. He endeavoured to form a Confpi- 
racy, and harangued againft him in a moft viru- 
lent manner ; but thefe firft Efforts proved un- 
fucccfsful, and the Plot being difcovered, he 
was taken up and condemned by the Senate. 
Smjki was brought to the Scaffold, when Deme- 
trius^ through a Clemency which proved fatal to 
him, prevented the Blow, and granted his Par- 
don to the Criminal. 

iCc6. ^" ^'^^ mean time the new Czar fert a magnifi- 
cent EmbaflTy into Poland y to return Thanks to Si- 
gifmond for the Afllllance he had given him, to 

renew 
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renew the former Treaties, and demand the^^«^'^^ 
Daughter of the Palatine of Sendomir in Mar-^^r/^/X/tf- 
riage. She came into Mufcovy with her Father, '^l£^^ 
her Uncle, and a long Train of German and Ita- 
Uan Merchants. Within fome few Days after her 
Arrival, Ihe wag crown'd by the Patriarch ofRuffia^ 
who likewife performed the Ceremony of the 
Marriage. 

Tho* all Things carried the Face of pubIick-rfPA*/f- 
Tranquillity, there was notwithltanding a private ^'"''^^*' 
Confpiracy againft the pretended Demetrius. Whe- 
ther it was through Prudence, or Fear and Re- 
morfe, but he forefaw all the Mifchief which 
threatened him ; the Confpiracy he had dif- 
CQvered fix Months before, returned to his Mind, 
and he feared the Confequences of a Plot which 
he had left unpuniflied. Befidcs, he had no 
Guards, and could not but wonder at himfcif, 
for having difmiffed, thro* a blind Confidence, the 
German Troops, which he had in his Pay. As 
to the PoleSy their Number was inconfiderable, 
and inftead of being able to reftrain the Fury of 
an enraged People, they could only ferve to in- 
flame ir. In fhort, they treated the Mufcovites 
as a conquered Nation, and with fo much Con- 
tempt, chat thefe revengeful People were in a 
Hurry to get rid of thefe proud Foreigners , and 
the Prince who had brought them in with him. 
The Quarrel began at an Entertainment, where 
the PoliJ/j Ambaflador would be placed at the 
Czar's Table. As this Pretcnfion was contrary 
TO Cuftom, the principal of the Boiares were To 
provoked at it, that they were hardly rcftrained 
from coming to Blow?. 

Some few Days after, the Storm broke out. the iPcAe* 
On the lyib of M^v, the Confpirators met early ^Ji^'*' 
in the Morning. They were joined by the Body 
pf the Nobility, and the People rofe ta their Al- 

fift^nce. 
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fiftance. Some of them beficge the Quarter of 
the Poles^ attack it, carry it, and put oil to the 
Sword ; whilft others run furioufly towards the 
Citadel, where the Garifon, cithei furprized or 
corrupted, make but a Faint Refiilance. Peter 
Bufmanofj the Confident of D^rw^/mj, was killed 
upon the very firft Onfct \ and Swifki^ at the Head 
ot a Troop of Confpirators, with a Sword drawn 
in one Hand, and a Cmcifix in the other, makes 
himfclf Maftcr of the Avenues of the Prince's 
Apartment. The Impoftor awakes at the Noifc, 
lays hold of his Sabre, and throws himfelf out at 
the Window. Being hurt in his Thigh, he was 
foon laid hold of, notwithftanding all his Oppo- 
fitions, and led into a great Hall, by Szut/tVs Or- 
ders. But tho* Death flood round him on every 
Side, his Courage never Itft him, and he be- 
haved like a Prince to the laft Moment of his 
Life. A Boiare prefuining to fpeak difrcfpcd- 
fully to him, he puniflied him immediately for 
his Infolence, and gave him a Blow with his Sa-. 
bre. He then fpoke refolutely to the Confpira- 
tors, dcfired the People might be admitted, and 
the Princefs his Mother brought, to aflure tliem 
flill that he was the real Son of John BafAides. 
But Swijkiy who obferved the Confpirators to be 
thtfaife fomewliat moved, caufed him to be killed in^- 
^jkih^ mediately, with a German Officer that was prc- 
fent, for fear he fhould divulge what had paflcd. 

Patsrfon a Swcdijh Hiftorian aflerts, on the other 
hand, that Swijki produced the Widow of John 
Bafil'uks^ and Mother of Demgtrius^ and that rhe 
Princefs declared her Son had been flain ; but 
that flie durlt not venture to aver it till then ; and 
befides fhe was overjoyed to fee the Avenger of 
Boris's Villainy upon the Throne. 
7'd;cvtcKt It is commonly believed tha: this Demetrius was 
an Impoftor: And yet, the Rcfemblance of his 
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Pcrfon and Countenance with the Prince whofe 
Name he aifumcd, his Courage after his firft De- 
feat, the Greatn'ifs of Mind which appeared in 
ail his AdlionSi and the Declarations of the 
Dowager of John Bafiiides^ who at firft owned 
him for her Son ; all thefe Circumftances have 
led fome to believe, that the Mufcovilcs unjuftly 
murdered the lawful Ileir to the Crown. His 
Behaviour at his Death is uncertain. Thofe who 
confider him as a Counterfeit, fay, that he own'd 
the Impofture before his Death, and that his 
pretended Morhei declared that her Son was af- 
faflina'^cd by Boris. Ochcrs, on the contrary, 
maintain, that he conftantly defended his Cha- 
racter and C'^ndition -, that the Dowager Czarina 
never difowned him for her Son, and that, laftly, 
his Inclination to favour the Romijh Religion, and 
the Frien« (hip he cxpreffed towards the Poks^ 
were the fole Caufes of his Misfortune, 

However this be, as fopn as he was flain, 
Swijki caufed him to be publickly expofcd for 
four Days, and his dead Body was treated by 
the Populace with the utmoft Indignity, Twelve 
hundred Poles perifhed with him. The foreign 
Merchants were plundered : One fingle Man loft 
200000 Florins, and almoft all of them were put 
to the Sword. The Daughter of the Palatine of 
Sendomirj who had fo lately arrived from Poland^ 
with fuch Pomp and Magnificence, and but a 
few Days before had feen herfelf pofTefs'd of the 
higheft Pitch of Grandeur, was taken into Cu- 
ftody and thrown into an obfcure Prifon, and 
happy enough that fhe efcaped with Life. Ac 
length the Fury of the People being abated, 
they proceeded to the Hlcftion of a Czar, and^^^'^' 
SiJuifki was chofen. 

His firft Care was to lay open the Death and 
Impofture of the prcccndcd Demetrius. He fenc 

abroad 
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abroad a Declaration, in which it was aflerted,: 
that his true J^ame was Gregi^ry Gri/ki or Sir epj^i 
that he had been a Monk and a Donieftick of 
the Patriarch's ; and that he afcended theThnmr 
smhir Vfhy Means of Witchcraft. But tho' his Death 
^»»">'was ceruin^ and all the MufiwUes in a manner 
were Witnefles of it, yet another Demetrius aj^ 
peared upon the Stage, and maintained that this 
pretendea Prince was not flain, but had efcaped 
with a fmall Number of his Guards. Tho^ the 
Cheat was manifeft, yet fome of the Lords ad- 
hered to him I and the Cojfacks^ encouraged by 
the Love of Plunder, and glad of any Pretext 
for Pillage, joined with him; and laftly, die 
Daughter of the Palatine of Sendomr^ who widi 
Difficulty had efcaped out of her Prifon at Mffcow^ 
loudly proclaimed him to be her Husband \ but 
he had not the fame good Fortune as the Perfon 
whom he reprefcnted, for he never came to the 
Throne, but was aflaflinatcd by the ^artars^ who 
ferved him as his Guards. 

1609. In the mean while Sigifmond^ by means of the 

1610. Troubles which the two pretended Demetriufs 
had raifcd in Mufcovy^ made confiderable Con- 

?uefts in the Country. The laft ferved him as a 
retext for entring RuJ/ia. He raifed a great 
Army, and marched againft Smoletijkoy x Qty 
formerly belonging to Poland^ but had been taken 
from them by the Czars ever fince the Year 
15 14. The Poles had the firft Ad\rantage near 
Clufiny and beat an Army of 26000 MufcovUes. 
The Town of Zaroba was then carried by Sukofsy 
who commanded a Detachment of SigifmoncP^^ 
Army. 
^^H^^ The Siege of Smolenjko lafted near two Years, 
prff PoiesT and there fell there 200000 Mufcovites^ either 
by the Sword of the Conque(or^ or by Sicknefe 

Thia 
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This important Place was carried at laft by Af- 
fauk; the Province of Severia fubmitted to Sigif- 
mondy and the Poles already threatened the Capital 
of the Ruffian Empire, when the MufcoviteSy at- 
tributing their Misfortunes to the Prince that go- 1611. 
verned them, depofed Swijki^ gave him up intoswUkii^ 
the Hands of the King of Poland^ and by the Ad-^^^ui 
vice of Mufcijlas Governor of Mofcow^ offered the ^"^^ ?? 
Crown to LadiJIaus the eldeft Son of Sigifmond. faihtL 

This young Prince did not wear it long; for^"^'»- 
the Mufcovites revolted almoft in the Inftant they ^«^( 
had taken an Oath of Fidelity to their new Ma- 2Sj^ 1^*; 
fter. Whether it was through a natural Incon-'^^^o^*^- 
ftancy, or that the Beginning of LadiJIaus* sKtigvi 
made ihcm fenfible of the Danger of being under 
the Dominion of a PoUfh Prince j but the whole 
Nation, by a general Confpiracy, took up Arms, 
and elefted for Czar Faderowitz Romanos^ Son of 
the Patriarch Jbeodorus. Faderowitz immediately 
laid Siege to MofcoWj where there was a Gari- 
fon of 7000 Poles. As the Place was of too large 
Extent to fuftain a Siege, its Defenders feeing they 
were not in a Condition to preferve it, fet fire 
to the City, and above 1 00000 Houfes were con- 
fumed by the Fire, befides immenfe Riches. The 
Poles then retired into the Citadel, and made there 
a brave Refiftance. 

Sifffmond might have fuccoured them, and his 
Glory engaged him to ufe his utmoft Endeavours 
towards preferving To fine a Conqueft ; but he 
fent none but very .faint Succours into Mufcovy^ 
infomuch that the Garifon of the Place befieged 
was obliged to capitulate, after having fufFercd^i'^^ 
the laft Extremities. 

Fi^derowilz made a right Ufe of thefe Advan- 
tages, and the Inadivity of the King of Poland. 
Having provided for the Security of his Capital 
Cicy, he fat dowa before Smknjko^ a Place of 
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great Importance to cither State. The Garifon 
was fmall, and the Lofles the Poles had lately 
Mnjsmo' fuffered, had leflened their Courage. The Place 
*^''^- was carried by Affault, upon the firft Attack, 
and the Garifon cut to pieces. From! this Time 
forward Sigiftnond^s Endeavours to rcftorc his Af- 
fairs in Ruffidy proved of no Moment. He had 
let flip the favourable Opportunity, either of 
bringing the Mufcovites under Subjeftion, or of 
gaining their Affeftions for ever, and the fame 
Circumftances returned no more. It Was in vain, 
that his Soil LadiflauSy fome Years after, marched 
into Adufcovyy with a numerous Army. His Suc- 
cefs was in no refpcft anfwerable to his Hopes, 
and he was obliged to return into Poland^ and 
agree to a Truce of fourteen Years. 

After fo much Blood Ihed, fo many Battles, 
Sieges, and Revolutions, what now was the Iflbe 
of thefe great Events? Mufcovy, after having 
feen upon the Throne of its Princes the Aflaflin 
of the lawful Heir of the Crown, becomes the 
Sport of an infamous Impoftor. Shaken to its 
very Foundations, and overfpread with the Blood 
of the moft illuftrious Boiares^ it becomes a Prey 
to the PoleSy its mortal Enemies, and fubmits to 
the fhameful Yoke of a fuppofititious Demetrius. 
Swijki revenges its Quarrel, and reigns, but is in 
an Inftant driven from the Throne, by the very 
fame People who had juft raifed him to it. An- 
other Impoftor flarrs up, and occafions frcfli 
lYoubles and new Misfortunes. The Blood of 
the Mufcovites ftre*ims down in every Quarter; 
S7:iolensko alone is the Grave of 200000 RuJ/ians\ 
Mofcotv is taken -, Ladiflaus acknowledged as 
Czur, and in the fame Breath dcpofed. There 
comes at laft a thorough Alteration. The Mif- 
fortunes of Ruf:a are no more, luederawitz is eled:- 
cd. He repoffeffcs his Capital, and cxtinguifhes 
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there the Fires which the Poles had kindled. They 
yield ; they fly, Smolensko is carried by Affault, 
and SigifmonJy after fuch great Advantages and 
fo many V]&ories» catl preferve no more than the 
Duchy of Severia and rfovogrod. 

Bethleem Gabor^ having driven Gabriel Battori 1619.' 
but of Tratifilvania^ had made himfclf Matter of^'':^^J^'^ 
all that Principality. The Troubles of Bobsmia ile cwfi 
furnifhed him next with a favourable Opportunity''^''* 
of gratifying his Ambition. He carried the War 
into Hungary^ took Cajowy Ftllek^ and Ttrnaw. 
In fine, becoming Maftjr of Pri^^arg, he afliimcd 
the Tide of Prince of Hungary. The Bohemians^ 
who had revolted againft the Emperor Ferdinand^ 
and chofe Frederic the ElcAor Palatine for their 
King, applied to the Prince of Tranfilvania for 
his Afliftance,, to fupport them againft the Forces 
of Ferdinand^ ^ho, on his Side, implor'd the Suc- 
cour of the King of Poland. Sigifmond fupplied 
the Emperor with 4000 Cojfacksy by whofe Means 
the Ufurper Frederic was driven from the Throne. 
But the Part which the Poles had in this War, 
drew upon their Country the Arms of the OUo^ 
mans. 

In (hoft, Gabor^ who was fupported by the 
Iturksy and had great Credit at the Portj accufed 
Gratiani the Vaivode of Moldavia^ of adhering to 
the Poles^ who were allied to the Houfe of Au- 
Jlriay though he was the Vaflal and Tributary of 
^ the Sultan ; and Sander the Baflia had Orders to 
pafs into Moldavia^ and fcize upon the Vaivode. 

Zolkienski marched to the Succour of Gratiani 
with 8000 P^s 5 and though the Vaivode, who 
had promifed to meet him with 14000 Horfe, 
joined him only with 600 Men, he took the brave 
Refolution, cither of conquering an Army of 
70000 Turks and TV/^n, or perifhiog in die At- 
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tempt. The firft Adtion pafled in Moldavia, 
1620, Never was there an Engagement more bold and 
^Mddi^ bloody. The Poles flood like an impenetrable 
▼u. Wall againft the Tartars^ who fell upon their 

Wings, and the JaniffarieSy who atracked them 
in Front. The Courage and Addrcfs of the great 
General, and the good Order he caufed to be 
obferved in his Troops, counterbalanced the Ad- 
vantage of Numbers, and the Infidels were the 
firft who left*ofF fighting. Zolkiensh continued in 
the Field of Battle, and expefted to renew the 
Action early the next Morning j but either thro* 
Cowardice, or Jealoufy of Command, feveral of 
his principal Officers deferted him in the Night, 
and carried ofi^with them 4000 of his Men, which 
were one half of h's little Army, fo that he faw 
himlelf under a Necefficy of thinking of a Retreat. 
It was difficult to fuccecd in it in Prefence of a 
couragious Enemy, whofe Forces were infinitely 
fuperior. He aitempted' it nevcrthelefs •, and if 
he was not fo fortunate as to meet with Succefs, 
he at Icaft defer ved all the Glory of it, 
Zouticn- As foon as he was informed of the Defertion of 
his Troops, he formed a fquare Battalion of the 
faithful Soldiers that were left him, made a kind 
of moveable Entrenchment around them with 
his Chariots, and marched in this Order to gain 
the Niejlcr. He was within two or three Days 
Journey of Moh'dow^ the firft Place of Poland otl 
that Side *, but he had the Tartars to rcfift, who 
were continually haraffing him, and was under 
fuch a Neccffity of avoiding the Woods and 
Mountains that lay in his Palfage, that he was 
obliged to go a great Way about. In the Day- 
time he was lorced to fight, and to march in the 
TCight. On the firft of 05lober\ the Turks attacked 
him without -^y Succefs. Sheltered by his Wag- 
gons, he defended himfelf with lb much Courage 

and 
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and Addrefs, and certain Field-pieces he had 
with him, fired io advantagcoufly upon the Ene- 
mies Battalions, that he oblig'd them to retire. 
In fhort, he had already cnarchM eight Days, 
and was got within two Leagues of the Niejler} 
he was within a Moment of compafling his Inten- 
tions, and his little Troop, after having braved 
an Army of near 80000 Men^ were upon 
the Point of pafllng the River, when a panic 
Fright, which fcized upon the Attendants of the 
Camp, made the brave Zolkienjki lofe the Fruit of 
fo much Dexterity, and fo difficult a March. As 
-the Night came on, the Valets obferving fome 
Mules a grazing, ran to catch them^ but of a 
fudden imagining that the Tartars^ who appeared 
fo terrible to them, lay in Ambufh behind them, 
they took to their Heels, and fet up fo loud a 
Cry, that they fpread Terror throughout the 
Camp, The like Dread feized upon the Soldiers, 
who flreight fell into Confufion ; and thus thofe 
brave Poles^ who had lately made fo flout a Re- 
liftance, were defeated, as I may fay, by the 
Shadow of an Enemy, whom they had fo oftea 
refolutely encountred Face to Face. The Tar- 
Xars, informed of the Diforder, fell upon the fcat- 
Cered and affrighted Soldiers, and cut them to 
pieces, or made them Slaves. The couragious 
Zolkie7iJki wasalmoft the only Perfon who ventured 
to difpute his Life •, but after feveral very fruic- 
lefs Efforts, he was at laft overpowered by Num- 
bers. His Head was fent to Conjlantinople, The 
Conquerors then ravagM Podolia ; and that was all 
the Fruit they gained from a Viftory, which was 
no otherwife confiderable than by the brave Rc- 
iiftance of the Conquered. 

But the Revenge of Gahor^ who was the Spring 1621* 
of this War, was not hereby fatisficd. He gained 
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ofman £m. qvcf thc principal Baflia's to his Party, and having 
^mviJ^' di-awn them into his Views, they on their Side 
Moiitavta ^8^gc^ *c Sultan in an Expcditlorf, Which ac- 
witkMH ' cording to all outward Appearance muft hiTC i 
;J*^j^^^been attended with very fatal Confequcnccs to ; 
Men, Poland. Ofman was then upon the Throne of the ] 
Ottoman Empire. Young and ambitious^ he was ' 
bent wholly upon War, either through a natural 
Inclination, or foir the fake of employing that 
dreadful Body of Troops, which, too apt to Mu- 
tiny when unemployed, might as eaCly dethnme 
him, as they had lately given him the Scepter thc)r 
took from Muftapba. All 7«riy was prclently ia 
Motion for the Preparations for this Campaign i 
and the Sultan in Perfon appeared early in thc 
Spring upon the Frontiers ox Moldavia^ with an 
Army of 292000 Men. So formidable a PowcT 
feemed likely to fwallow up Pt?/^j«J; but the O/- 
toman Armies are generally more numerous than 
terrible. Charles Cbotkiewitz^ the General who 
had already diftinguifhed himfelf in the War 
againft Charles of Suderland^ advanced towatdl 
Moldavia to defend the Frontiers. He was at- 
tacked by the Infidels, as he lay intrenched upon 
the Banks of the Ntejler^ in an advantageous 
Situation, who, defpifing the fmall Nqpiber 
of his Troops, and encouraged by the Pre- 
fence of their Emperor, ufed their utmoft Ef- 
forts to force Cbotkiewitz in his Lines, but were 
repulftd with a confiderable Lofs. 
: Whilft the Foles refitted widi fo much Bravery, 
their General died on the 27th of September at 
Choczin^ and Stanijlaus Luhomirjki lupplied his 
Place. 
Txe cof- The Cojfacksy whofe Ravages ferved alfo as a Pre- 
t i^rjc?!* ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Invafion of the Turks^ made haftc to 
the Succour oi Poland. The Tartars marched to 
mectthim, and fupportcd by a Detachment of 

l^urkijb 



Revolutions o^Poland. 277 

fTurhJh Foot, fell upon them in their March. The 
Paffige was difputed for about eight Hours, and 
at lalt carried by the CoJackSj though inferior in 
Number. They then joined the PolijA Army, and 
had a great Share in the happy IlFue of this War. 

On the 28 th of September^ Ofman gave Orders n^ «wm» 
for a general Attack, and marched himfeIfagainftof«Ma'M 
the Lines of the Poles. The A6lion began by ftw/^/r. 
Break of Day, and continued till the Night put 
an End to it. The Turks^ continually repulfed, 
returned ten times to the Charge, with that Obfti- 
nacy which is natural to them. At laft they re- 
treated, leaving 25000 of their Men killed at the 
Foot of the Intrenchments. They had akeady loft 
in different Attacks above 60000 Men % their Ar- 
my was daily leflened by theSicknefs which raged 
in it -, and their Provifions began to h\\ them* 
Thus the Sultan, loGng all Hope pf forcing the 
Camp, propofed a Conterence, which was accepted ; 
for the two Parties were both equally defirous of 
Peace ; and if the J^urks defpairol of Succefs, the 
Poles were fetigued and ftood in need of Rcfrefh- 
ment. It was agreed, that tht Tartars zndiCof-^rreatj9f 
facksy who (hould henceforward commit any Ra-^^*""^* 
vagcs, ihould be feverely punifhed : That the Sul- 
tan fhould nominate the Vaivode of Moldavia ; but 
that none but a Chriftian Prince fhould be capable 
of enjoying that Principality ; and laftly, that 
Poland (hould give up Cboczin. This was the 
End of a War which alarmed all Chrijlendom^ 
and which threatened fuch fatal Confequences to 
Poland, Sigt/mond gave no other Occafion for it, 
than by his aflifting the Emperor, who defcrted 
him at laft, and even refufed him Leave to raife 
Fprccs out of Germany. 

Charles Duke of Suderland^ the Ufurper of the 1612.I 
Throne of Sweden^ died in 1611, and was fuc- 
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AdSSSL needed by hU Son G«/?tfw/5yfJWpitir/. TbisBr^ 
mahrf^ toolc an Advantage of the Diftance of the PJi/b 
^^Li'o. Troops, to make an Irruption into Livonia^ ivhot 
nk. after a Siege of fix Weeks he took Riga^ He 
then marched along the maritinie Coafb of that 
Province, and carried his Conquefts as far as DaM* 
nek, Sigifmond' ought either to have recovend 
his ulurped Patrimony, or have fallen with hi 
but too weak or too fearful to ftand in Compe* 
tition with a Prince, whofe Intrepidity and . Vic- 
tories had given him the Title or the Lion qftbc 
Nortb^ he chofe rather to confent to a Truoe« 
which ended in 1625. 

1 6a 6. Upon the Expiration of this Truce, Gufimm$ 
fMenTtdC'^^{P^^^^ through a Motive of Generofity and* 
fU. Juftice, offered to divide with Sigifmond the Tide 
of King of Sweden J and confented that the Crown 
fhould pafs to one of his Children. He even pro* 
mifed to reftore Livonia to Poland^ upon Condition 
that Sigifmond fliould give up to him Eftbonia and 
Finland^ wh?ch were fhared betwixt him and 
Charles of Suderland. But Sigifmond^ carrying his 
Pretenfions farther, without being in a Condition 
to fupport them, indifcrcetly refofed fuch advan-r 
tageous Offers. Gujiavus then took the Field with 
an Army of 25000 Men, landed at BloWj and 
took Elbing^ Marienburg^ and feveral other Places 
in Pruffia, Kafammark was the Grave of 300a 
Polesy and the Engigcment fought near that Place 
fecured the Conquefts o( Gujiavus. But the Battle, 
of Danlzick had like to have provtd fatal to him. 
This Prince, who perhaps was as ralh as brave, 
expofed himfelf to the Enemies Fire like a com- 
mon Soldier, and mount^ jche .Br^ch in Perfon, 
to force the Intrenchments of the Polesy and he 
; wcKild have carried them, had l>e been lefs ex- 
pofed t But a fortunate Blow faved Poland. G«- 
, ... , . . , Jiavuf 
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Jlavus having received a Mufket Shot, which 
grazed upon his Shoulder, and obliged him to re- 
tire, his Troops, whofe Strength and Courage 
feemed wholly to depend upon the Prefcnce of 
their King, loft Heart and retreated. 

The Battle of Marienverder would have been 
ftill more fatal to him, if the Poles had known 
how to make a proper Ufe of the Advantages 
they had gained. Guftavus Adolpbus threatened 
the Empire of Germany with an impending Inva- 
fion, and infifted upon the Reftoration of the 
Proteftant Princes, who had been depofed by the 
Jioufe of Auftria. The Emperor Ferdinand be- 
gap to be afraid of this young Conqueror, and to 
fufpend the Courfe of fo impetuous a Torrent, had 
fent a Supply of Troops to Sigifmtmd. The Poles 
and Germans united together, got the better of 
Guftavus^ who was far inferior to them in Strength ; 
but their Mifunderftandings gave him Time to re- 
<:ruit his Army, and revenge his Defeat. 

In fine, a new Trace was agreed upon for fix ^^29. 
Years to come, by the Mediation of the Kings (^jrucJ'^' 
England and France. This Treaty was entirely 
in favour of the Swedes^ who continued in Poflcf- 
fion of the Towns of Elbing^ Memetj Braunshergy 
the Fort of Pillaw, and all their Conquefts in Li- 
vonia. Sigifinond did not live to fee the Expiration 
of this Truce. Whilft all Places were filled with 1632. 
the Sound ofGw/y^j'Wi'sViftories,. he, overwhelmed 
with Cares and Vexations, regretting what he had 
loft, and apprehenfive of ftill greater Loffes, died %^f^'^^^* 
in the Neighbourhood oilVarfaWy fixry-fix Years 
old. 

The Reign of this Prince was attended with very W/ cw 
fingular Events. Chofen by the Lords to fuccccd'''* ^* 
Sigifmond Augtiftus^ Zamoskij under his Proteftion, 
humbled the Pride of theHoufe of Avfiria^ and 
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drove his Competitor MaxtmBsn from dM^ThMR, 
Wbilft the Matter, and quiet Poflcflor ^wi 
£]e£tive Kingdom, he loft his own HerediBiy 
Dominions. His Head feem*d too weak id lif- 
port the Weight of two Crowns. His Eflhift 
a^ainft the Uiurper Cbarki of Suierlmdy woq 
either too weak, or i]l-dire3ed. He cocdd nci- 
iher preferve his own Patrimony, nor even 'de- 
fend the Provinces of Poland. Lnotda^ ' in put 
poflelled by the Ufurper, was entirely conquered 
by Guftavus Adolpfnts^ who farther took from hini 
d Part ofPruJfia. Guftavus ofFerM hinii an kdvan^ 
tageous Accomodation ; but Slpfinond^ too mudi 
iittach'd to his own Sentiments, and refufing to 
give up any of hb Pretenfions, could not obcun 
by Force what was freely offered, and wms only 
€xpos*d to greater Lofles. He haid not SkRl to 
make an Advantage of the Revolutions in Mufi 
fwy ; and when the Mufcoviies^ tired out with 
the LoITes they had fuftain'd, had raised his Sort 
Ladifiaus to the Throne of RuJ/iay he neither knew 
how to fupport him there, or to fuccour MdJcow^ 
or preferve Smoknjko. 

ThisPfinee had notwithftanding great Virtues, 
and one may venture to fay, that His very Faults 
were derived from a good Principle. If he loft 
Sweden^ the Caufe of it may be afctibed to his 
2calfor Htyt Roman Cadiolic Religion. If the 
Troubles of Mufcovy were of little Service to 
him, the Reafon was, {hat he too early declared 
his Delign of introducing the Pope's Authority; 
The Alliance he contraaed with the Houfe of 
Auftria^ ' brought the Ottoman Arms into Poland^ 
and fomented the War with Sweden i but the 
Shock which the Seds, that' divided Gfrmany^ had 
given to Religion, made him believe that his 
Union with the Exnperor was neceflary, for the 
^Maintenance of the raith of his Anceftors. And 
]'4- ; .:'••'» > * ^; • .'• . » .. • laftly. 
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laftly, too ftrift an Equity was the Rule by which 
be would be guided in the Difpute he had with 
Gufiavus. He impolitickly did not conCdcr, that 
Gufiavus had the Aifeftion of the Swedes on his 
Side, and a Crown in Poffelfion. He was a King, 
and he lookM upon him as a Rebel Subjedl. As 
he was incapable of doing the lead Injuftice him- 
felf, he would not fuffer it in another ^ and treat* 
ing GuJlavMS as an Ufurper, he infilled upon his 
giving up whatever his Father had ufurped from 
him. Lallly, one may fafcly affirm, that if he 
had not reignM in Poland^ that Kingdom would 
hot have loft Uuonia^ and he would have pre- 
ferved Sweden. He died after having reigned 
forty YearS;. 

His eldeft Son Ladijlaus was elefted fome 
Months after. It was apprehended at firft, that 
Gujtavusj cover'd with the Laurels he had reap'd 
in Germany^ and the Glory of thirty Victories, 
would have declared himfelf a Candidate ; and 
the Proteftants, who were very numerous in the 
Kingdom, earneftlv defired it i but he was too 
much taken up with the Care of his Conquefts> 
and ncglcfted their Suffrages. 

The Queen, who was the fecond Wife of Sigif- 
mondj made fome Attempts in favour of John 
Cazimir her Son, to the rrcjudice of Ladijlaus^ 
the King's Son by a firft Marriage. She had 
endeavoured, in the Life-time of the late King, 
to form a Party, and get John Cazimir declared 
the Heir of the Crown. Belides, there were 
falfe Reports fpread abroad, that Ladijlaus fa- 
voured the novel Opinions, and the Clergy, upon 
this Account, at the opening of the Diet, fhcw*d 
but little Marks of Affeftion towards that Prince. 
But John Cazimir^ through a Grcatncfs of Soul 
perhaps without Example, and lels jealous of his 
own rifiog than his Mother, who left no Stone 
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uoturn'd, that might contribute to advance Mfx 
to the Throne^ broke all the P^incefs^s Meafurab 
and put himfelf at the Head of the Lords, lAo 
appeared for his Brother. And thus LaSJIaus wn 
nominated King on the 13th of Novemher^ withoiit 
Oppofition, by the Archbifiop of Gnefna^ and 
dien proclaim^ by the Grand MarlhaL lie wa| 
not crownM till the Year following. 

1634. His coming to the Crown (lands diftipguiflied 
tTdP ^y ^ V^^^ Vidtery he gain'd over the MufiovUeu 
Mufcovites, Thev were aflecnbled in the Neighbourhood of 
^^^^ Smolensko^ from whence they made Icrupciona 
'vtaiiMpms upon the Frontiers of Poland^ LadiJlauSy who 
pS" had learnt the Art of War in his Father's Reign, 
as well in Mufcovy as in Moldavia^ againft the 
^urks and Tartars^ march'd againft the RuJfiMS^ 
drove them into Straits, and obliged their whole 
Army to I'urrcndcr at Difcretion. The iCurla, 
made a Divcrfion, on the Side of Moldavia^ in fa- 
vour of the Mufcovites^ but to no Purpofc. When 
he had conquered them, he march'd againft the 
Infidels, and forc'd them to a Retreat. The 
Bafha, who commanded them, loft his Head, 
either for his unskilful Management, or his 
Affurance in afting contrary to Treaty, without 
the Authority of the Grand Signior. Thefe two 
Vi£lories obtained an advantageous Peace for 
Poland. Ladijlaus continued in PoflTcffion of the 
Duchies of Smolemko and Czarnibow ; and the 
Turky who had made Trial of his Arms, and faw 
that this young Prince could not be attacked with 
Impunity, grew afterwards a more religious Ob- 
ferver of T reatics. * 

i^SS- The War, which the KIr»g made feme Time 
^^^ivith after with Sweden^ was no lefs glorious and ufeful 
chriiHna jq hitii. Thc famous Gujiavus Adohbus. after 
ij>fc*cdcn. having 
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having conqucr'd almoft all Germanj^ was flain at 
the Battle of Lutzen. Expiring in the Arms of 
Viftory, he beat the ImperialiJiSy or, as other 
Hiftorians relate, his Troops, in a Rage for the 
Death of their Prince, rcvcng'd it by the entire 
Defeat of the Enemies Army. After his Death 
the Swedijh Generals fuftain'd, for feme Time, the 
Glory of his Arms, {urpfiz^d Leipjicky took Scble^ 
ftady Colmar^ Paderhorriy and defeated the Impe^ 
rialifts near Hamelen ; but the Battle of Stcnaw^ 
and particularly that of Nortblingue^ were difad- 
vantageous to them, and made them lofe a Part 
of their Conquefts. They muft have even fallen 
under the Power of the Houfe of yiujlriaj if they 
had not been fupported by Lewis XIII. King of 
France. 

In thefc Circumftances Sweden^ governed by 
Cbrijlina the Daughter of Gujiavus Adolphus^ was 
apprehenfive of the Arms of Ladijlaus. With a 
View to appeafe this powerful Neighbour, who 
w^s preparing to make war upon her, to recover 
what his Father had loft, (he offered a Treaty, as 
neceffary to Sweden as advantageous to Poland^ 
The Truce was continued for fix and twenty 
Years •, Prujfta was reftor'd, and the Decifion of 
the Claims to the feveral Branches of Livonia 
fufpended, 

J The Cojfacks were under the Proteftion of Po-neC^ih 
landj and defended the Frontiers aga^nft theln-^J^^ 
vafions of Turks and Tartars. King Stephen Bat-ccOuks. 
toriy who •knew the Ufefulnefs of that Militia, 
had given them Lands, and granted them Privi- 
leges for the Security of their Liberty and Reli- 
gion. . But Ukraniaj which they inhabited, be- 
coming the Refuge or an infinite Number of 
P^///2> Feafants, who, harrafled w th the Exaftions 
and Drudgery which the Gentry required 
from tl>cm^ had joined the Ccfacks^ and cnjoy'd 
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widi diem (he like Immunities, certain of dm 
Lords demanded back their Vaflab i and die 
^offacks refufiM; to give up thofe ufduiw^ 
Wretches, an Attempt was nude upon the Fn- 
▼ile^ of that Natbn, and a Scheme laid to te- 
duce them to an equal Slavery with that of the 
FcBJb Peafants, And hence arafe that long and 
duel War, which reduced the Kingdom to the 

nrM« J** Brink of Ruin. 

^tfirukn- ' Komdposki firft cnterM Ukrama with an armed 

"^ Force, and raifed the Fort of Kudac upon the 
Banks of the Bonftbenes^ to overawe thofe untrac- 
table People into the Obfenrance of their Dut^. 
Upon fig^t of that Fort, which threatened their 
Liberty, they took up Arms % but their firft 
Efibrcs were unfucce&ful, and they were ob%*d 
to fubmit An Amnefty was granted them ; but 
the Conditions of it were not obfcrv'd. Pauluk 
their General, and theChicf of the Nation, were 
taken up and beheaded, contrary to the Articles 
agreed upon. Jnflead of withdrawing the Troops 
that were in tl^cir Country, additional Forces 
were fent thither ; and in a Diet held upon this 
Occaiion, it was decreed, that all their Privileges 
fhould be fupprefled and extinguifhed, and the 
Fort ofTreiimiraWj which King Stephen had giveif 
them, be taken from them. 

^sr-w Purfuant to this Refolution, the Poli/b Army 
march'd to that Place, with a Defign to befiegc 
it ; but the Inhabitants of the Country vigoroufly 
repuls'd them, and obliged them to rctf'cat. Yet, 
without any Defign of revolting from their Obe- 
dience to the King of Poland^ they meant only 
to prefcrve their Liberty under the Proteftion of 
the Prince, whom their Anccftors had obeyed. 
Thus, though Conquerors, they offered to fub- 
mit, provided their Immunities might be con- 
firmed to them, and protcftcd, that upon that 

Conditio^ 
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Condition they would never fwervc from the 
Allegiance they had fWorn. So long as they 
were in Arms, and the PoUs were afraid of them^ 
they fuffercd them to be quiet, and fed them 
with fine Promifes ; but as foon as they were fe- 
turn'd to their ovtrn Houfcs, the Poli/b Lord^ 
committed a thoufand Outrages in Ukrdnidj fent 
Detachments thither to take up Prifoners, took 
away the Greek Churches from the Cojfacks^ which 
they had in Pofleflion, and by their Injuries drove 
a Warlike Nation into Extremities, which they 
ought rather to have foothM, if they had confi- 
der'd the true Intereft of the Republic. 

The Cojfacks were headed by a brave General, iSa%^ 
who was puih'd on by a Third of Revenge, for ntOf^^ 
the Injuries he had pcrfonally received. Bogdan ^S^^ 
KmielnisJd was the Man under whofeConnuA theyr^CoOcki. 
aflerted their Liberty, after having fhaken the 
Kingdom of Poland to its very Foundations. He 
was originally a Native of Utbuania^ and his Fa- 
ther coming to refide in Ukrama^ he was Carried 
off by the Tartars. Redeemed by his Mother, he 
returned into his own Country, where he was al- 
moft a Stranger, and cultivated the Lands which 
his Father had left him near Czebrin. He after* 
wards added a Piece ofwafte Ground to his pater- 
nal Eftate, and clear'd it of the Buffaes which 
grew upon it. This inconfiderable Circumftance 
was notwithftanding the Caufe of the Flame which 
fpread itfelf over all Poland. In fhort, Cza^^ 
flinski the Governor of Czebrin feizing upon the 
wafte Ground which Knuelnhki had appropriated 
to his own Ufe, the latter complain'd of it to 
LadiJlauSy who adjudging the Lands to the Pol\/b 
O/Hcerjwllow'd the Cojjack but a fmall Acknow- 
ledgment for the Pains he had been at in culti- 
vating them. Kmielnhki returned home, com* 

plain'd 
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plain'd of the unjuft Judgment which had beea 
given againft him, and behav*d fo roughly to- 
wards the King's Lieutenant, that he caus'd him 
to be taken up, and condemned him to be pub- 
licity whtpp'd. Some Hiftorians. add, that Cza- 
plinski feiz*d upon his Wife, ravifli'd, and then 
caus*d both her and her Son to be flain. How- 
ever this be, the Cojfack left Czebrin in a Rage, 
and fheltered himfelf in the Iflands of the Bori-- 
fibenes^ where he llirrM up the whole Nation to 
a Revolt, and plac*d himfelf at the Head of their 
Troops, 

Poland was in this Situation, and exposed to the 
Dangers of a bloody War^ when, as a finifhing 
Stroke to its Misfortunes, the King was carried 
Jj^« off by an untimely Death. Ladijlaus VI. died 
without Children at Merets in Lithuania in the 
fifty-third Year of his Age, and the 17th of his 
Reign. 
ru irrup^ Upon his Death, the Barrier which reftrain'd 
^jX'^ the Cejfacks was removed, and they gave a Loofe 
to their Fury during the Interregnum. Knielniski 
that plain Country Fellow, ihcw'd a Prudence 
and Courage capable of doing Honour to the 
greateft Generals. He had Skill enough to con- 
quer that inveterate Hatred, which his Nation 
bore towards the Tartars^ and made a Treaty with 
thofe People, who had ever been at Enmity with 
Ukrania. With them he march'd againft the 
Grand General Potoski^ defeated him in the 
Neighbourhood of Korfun^ put to flight a fccond 
Army of Pole$ near Conjtantinow in IVolbinia^ and 
then over-ran Podolia and Rtijfta. Leopold cfcap*d 
being plundei'd, by paying a Sum of Money for 
its Ranfom. All the Gentlemen who|Jfell into 
their Hands were put to the Sword, and they 
were the happieft wh<» efcap'd only with the Lofs 
of riicir JEftates* The Terror of their Arms was 

fo 



Revolutions o/" Poland^ 287 

fo univerfal, that the Capital of the Kingdom did 
not think iticlf fccure, and the Regal Ornaments 
were removed from thence, that they might bo 
preferv*d from the Incurfions of the Rebels. 
Their Ravages made vaft Solitudes of the Pro- 
vinces, which were formerly fo well peopled on 
the Side of Mufcovy and Tartary^ and which re- 
main at this Day almoft without Inhabitants. 

The Diet affembled at fFarfaw grew very much-P'^'*/^^- 
afraid of them ; and fome of the Lords, either '""' 
more cowardly, or more catious than the reft, 
proposed the Tranflation of the Affembly to 
Danlzich Thefe Fears were not ill-grounded; 
and had* it not been for a happy Misfortune, they 
would have doubtlefs been obliged to yield to 
thoife fage Remonftrances. In ihort» Kmklnifki 
making the bed Ufe of his Advantages, and ad- 
vancing as fir as Pilavi^ gain'd another Victory 
over the PoUs, and made himfelf Mafter of their 
Camp, where he found a Booty that was valu'd 
*at fix Millions, This Lofs was the Safety of Po^ 
land. The Tartars came in with all the Hafte 
they could, in Expedtation of a Share in the 
Spoils -, but as they had not been concernM in 
Iharing the Danger, the Cojfacks refus'd them 
their Portion of the Booty 5 and* fearing they 
ihould attempt to take it from them by Violence, 
they withdrew into Ukrania. 

The Diet then finding themfelves fecure fi-om 
Danger, entered upon Meafures to put a (top to 
the Progrefs of the Rebels, and give an End to a 
fatal Interregnum. Upon the firft Head, they 
ordered fi-efh Forces to be levied, and to make 
the Recruits more eafy, the Clergy contributed 
one Half of their Revenues. As to the Ele&ion, 
George Ragotski^ Prince oi Tranfylvaniaj^j^^^fd as 
a Candidate at the Head of 30000 ^fe^ to ferve 
againft the Cofach^ in cafe he was chgfen i or to 
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join with them, if his Offers were refiis'd. Tie 
Gzar of Mufcovy ffioke in Higher Terms, and 
refolved to make himfelf Ma&r of a Crown bj 
open Force, which he ought tb hafe expefied 
from the fre^ Choice of the Nation. But cfaey 
laughM at the Menaces of thete two Pretctidas, 
and their Manner of making their Claim' cue them 
off^ inmiediately from all Hopes of Saccefs. 

John Cazimirj the late King's Brother, had the 
greateft Number of Voices; but Statdflaus Za- 
remba Bifhop of IGsw^ whofe Ambition flattered 
hirfi with the Hopes of the Archbifhoprick rf 
Gnefna^ rais'd him up a dangerous Competitor. 
By the Advice of this Prelate, Charles Ferdinand 
Bifhop 6fBreJlaw and Pbskoj and the youngeft 
Son of Sigifmond III. form'd a Faftion in Oppofi- 
tion to that of John Cazimir his Brother. He 
was at firft fupported by Cbriftina Queert ofSweden^ 
who follicited in .his Favour, and ftrdve to put 
the Crown upon his Head, for this only Reafori, 
becaufe he was uncapable of bearing it. Cbrijiina^g 
Policy made her afraid of having too able a Prince 
for her Neighbour. 

John Cazimir had been a Jefuit ; and to difen- 
gage him from the Vows he had made in that 
Society, the Pope had given him a Cardinal's 
Cap. But this Circumftance had like to have ex- 
cluded him the Throne. The Jefuits, out of Zeal 
againft the Gofpellers, had railed great Commo- 
tions in the laft Reign, and the Hatred which fome 
of the Lord^ bore to that whole Body, fell heavy 
upon a Prince, who had once been a Member of 
it. But what the Bifhop ofKiGW^ and the Prote- 
ftants with whom he join*d, judg'd a fufficient 
Reafon for his Exclufion, was a Motive which en- 
gaged the Roman Catholicks, who were fully? af- 
furcd of his Piety and Religion, to adhere the 
more firmly to him, and to urge his Eleftion with 
the greater Zeal. The 
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The Biihop of SamogUia fpoke in his Behalf John cazi- 
with fo much Force, and remov*d fo perfedly'"'''^^-'"'' 
well all the Sufpicions of Partiality, which the 
Vows ofCazimir had occafion'd, that he overturned 
at once the Fadliort of Charles Ferdinand^ and in 
^n Inftant brought them ov^er to his Brother's Side* 
The SoUicitations of the Pope's Nuncio, and the 
Ambaflador of France^ fix'd the greatcft Part of 
the Deputies. And laftly, the Queen of Sweden^ 
when informed of the Engagements which the 
Bifhop of Brefiaw had made with the Houfe of 
Aujlriay declared againfl him. And. thus his 
Competitor wai chofen by a general Confcnt, on 
the 26th of November J and crowh*d the 17th of 
January following. 

The War againfl: the Cofacks was by no means ^^'^49* 
approved of by the new King 5 and if he might^w^^Af 
have been heard, a Peace would have been made, 'J^^^^^J^ 
and the Fury of thofc People appeas'd by a Treaty. 
But the whole Body of the Palijb Nobility were of 
a different Opinion. Some of them^ thro' Mo- 
tives of Avarice, and the Hopes of bringing the 
Peafants into Subjedbion ; and others^ under a 
Pretence of revenging the Injuries offered to the 
Republic by the Infurrcftion of thofe Robbers, 
infilled upon taking the Field. The King, who 
was well acquainted with the true Interefts of the 
State, was inflexible in his Sentiments -, infomuch 
that the Nobility, by a Scifldon which prov'd fatal 
to them, raisM IVoops of themfelves without the 
King*s Confcnt, and march'd into Ukrania. rbev\ ^ 

Kmielnhki had forefeen the Storm, and prepared an je/eltiJ. 
againft it. Three hundred and forty thouland Men 
marchM under his Standard^ and the Cham him- 
felf was come in Perfon to his Affiftance. What 
could nine Thoufand Ptfks do againft fo formidable 
an Army i BlockM up in Zbarrss^ they defended 

U them- 
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themfclves there with Courage -, and if they had 
met with Rebels only to encounter, they mi^ 
have made them give way. But their Provifioiis 
fell fhort i and the Famine was fo great amongft 
them, that they ate their Horfes, for want of 
other Viftuals. In this Condition, when ready to 
fink under the Burden of fo many Misfortunes, 
fatigued with the Attacks of the Enemy, prefsM 
with Hunger, without Force, and fupported only 
by their Valour, they implor'd the Affiftance ciif 
their King, who, though he difapprov'd of their 
Proceeding, thought himfelf oblig'd to fly to 
their Succour. The Cham and Kmielnijki marchM 
out to meet him with i loooo Men. Cazimir had 
but 20000 ^ but then they were the bravcft Spi- 
rits in all Poland. 
jiTnat/of The Tartars attacked his Camp near Zboraw to 
Pface. ' no Purpofe, for three whole Days together. Their 
LojTes made them tradable ; and fome Over- 
tures were ofFer'd towards an Accommodation. 
The King promised to pay the Cham the Subfi- 
dies, or annual Pcnfions, which formerly were 
given him, and LadiJlausVl. had lupprefs*d. The 
Cojfacks obtained an Aft of Indemnity, and the 
Confirmation of their Privileges. The Number 
of their Militia was augmented, and the free Exer- 
cife of the Religion of the Greek Church was al- 
lowed throughout all Ukrattia. The Cham, on 
his Side, fwore to look after the Frontiers of 
Poland^ and defend them in cafe of Neccflity ; 
and Kmelmjki likewife promised that the CoJJach 
fhould keep firmly to the Allegiance they ow*d 
the Republic. 

1 65 1. But this Peace was of no long Continuance. 

r^'lvj"^ The Peafants, who did not make Part of the 

Militia, would not lubmit to their Lords, nor 

allow them to take Poflfeflion again of their 

Eftates. 
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tftates. They learnt bcP.dcs, that their General 
Kmielni/ki had apply 'd to the Sultan, and fought 
to form under his Protc^SHon an independent Prin- 
cipality in Ukraniaj and along the Banks of the 
Boryjibenes. 

John Cazimir^ upon Information that the Cofi 
Jhcks^ whofe Caufe he firft thought to be juft, were 
difpos'd to revolt, then judg'd that the whole 
I^cpublic was intercfted in the War. He there- 
fore raisM an Arnw of looooo Men, and routed 
at once 300000 Tartars near Beretejkow. Some 
few Days after a panic Fright fciz*d upon the 
C^Jfacks^ and threw them into Diforder. Bobun 
Kmielni/ki^s Lieutenant, marching out of his Camp 
"with a Detachment of the antient Militia, to fall 
upon the Palatine o{ Brdclaw^ who appeared with 
a Body of 2000 Men, the whole Tabor in a Con- 
fternation,^ thought their General was about to 
defert them, and took to their Heels in the ut-* 
mofl Confufion. 

Aftonifti'd with this Lofs, the Coffacks defired 
a Peace, and obtained it. Kmielm/ki likewife ob- 
tained Pardon for his Rebellion ; but the Zaporo- 
'uian Militia ( was reduced to 20000 Men. This 
Treaty fubfifted no longer, than till the perfi- 
dious Cojfack thought himfelf in a Condition to 
break it with Safety. 

In fhort, the Mufcovites feeing the Poles en- 
gaged with their Rebel Subjcfts, and embarafs'd 
enough with repelling their Attacks, took an 
Advantage from that troublcfpme Circumftance, 
and cnterM Lithuania on the Side of Smokfjfko. 
Kmielnifki immediately dctach'd a Body of the 
Troops under his Command, with Orders to join 
the Rtiffiansj who gain d from thence a confidera- 
We Benefit, whM another Body of Cojfacks iind 
Tartars ravaged Poland twi the oppglite Side. 

U 1 CbriJVuia 
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1655. Cbnjiina Qutzn of Sweden^ the Daughter oflkl 
Warwtb great Guftavusy had abdicated the Crown, I0i1 
$J^'i"jg-placM it upon the Head of her Coufin CbM 
•/•Sweden. Gujiavus. He was fcarce upon the Throne b-^ 
fore he became an Enemy to the Republic i 
Poland^ and gave the finiihing Stroke to ik 
Miferies of that Kingdom, wh'ch was alrei^ 
torn to pieces by innumerable Armies of Rebdi 
and Robbers. Certain difcontented Lords calN 
in Charles Gujtavus to lupport their Faction, anl 
introduced a Fire into their Country, which oar- 
towly efcap'd confuming it. *Twas in vain tfaic 
France interpos'd its Mediation to bring Mattds 
to an Accommodation ; the King of Sweden^ jei* 
ious of the Glory of the great Gujlavus^ and d^ 
firous to efface it, if pofTible, had laid a Scheme 
for the Conqueft of Poland^ and found Pretences' 
enough for declaring War againft it. 
Kcamqum He therefore entered the Kingdom, and was 
%^ofy^Q- jo*'^'^ by the Malcontents, who enlarged his Army 
u^. *" already made up of excellent Soldiers. He prefendy 
became Mafter of Great Poland^ and fubduM all 
Mazovia. Cracow was befieg*d, and made buti 
weak Defence. The Conqueror enters the Cap- 
tal of the Kingdom, and compels the unfortunate 
Cazimiry who was without Troops, without Mo- 
ney, deferted both by the Nobility and Army, 
to feek an Jfylum in Silejia. Charles then paffc! 
into PruJJta, and meets with fo little Oppontion, 
that he fecmed to march thro* an open Countr) 
already fubjcft to his Dominion. Dantzick alone, 
encouraged by the lively Exhortations of Tome oi 
its Preachers, continued faithful to its Prince 
and Ihut the Gates againft the Swedes. 

The other Towns, animated by the Examph 
of Dantzick^ flood amazM at the prodigious Sue 
cefs of the Swedijh Arms, and to fee thcmfclvc 

al 
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all at once fubjcfted to a foreign Yoke. The 
-; Contributions cjfadtcd by CbarUs Cujlavus^ and an 
Impofition of fifteen Timphes upon every Chimney^ 
C railed a general Revolt in a free Nation, which 
I was ever averfe to Tyranny and Bondage. They 
: could not confent to become tributary to the 
Swedes; and took the brave and noble Refoludon 
of ihaking off their Chains. The Nobility join'd 
together, and rais*d an Army. Cazimir puts 
himfclf at their Head, and by his Prefencc 
excites that natural Affcftion the Poles bear to 
their Prince, and the Hatred which always 
follows the Perfon of an Ufurper. In this firft 
Heat, their General Czarnejki furpriz'd the Swe^ 
dijh Troops near Jarojlaw^ defeated them, and 
became Matter of their Baggage. They were 
next driven out of Warfaw. Fortune began tO' 
declare in favour of an unhappy People, when an 
unlucky Accident had like to have plung'd them 
again into frelh Misfortunes. 

Charles GuJiavuSj having made a Treaty with^J^^" 
the Marquis of Brandenbourg^ in which it was fti- nrVwar. 
pulated, that the Eleftor ftiould enjoy an abfo-^''* 
lute Power in Ducal Pruffia^ his Subjefts join'd 
with their new Ally, and the Swedes^ ftrengthen'd 
by this additional Force, march'd ftraight to 
IVarfaWj with Defign to recover it. The Poles 
did all that was polfible to preferve that City ; 
the Contcft lafted three Days, and the Bravery of 
the Defenders kept the Viftory a long Time in 
Sufpence, which inclined to the Side of Sweden^ 
Charles carried it atlaft ; and the Slaughter was the 
more dreadful, as the Conqueft was fo long dif- 
putcd. IVarfaw became the Prize of the Vic* 
tory. 

Another Enemy appeared about the fame Time.* 1657. 
Ra20t/kL Frincc of Tra/i/ilva?Lu lud lons^ wt^dv^s^^^-^^ 
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cated Revenge for his Exclufion from the ThroM^ 
upon the laft £le£lion. He therefore dedaiV' 
for the Swedes^ and flattered himfelf, thftc io lift' 
Ipw Eftate of the Republic, he might be A 
to dethrone Casimir^ and raife himfelf upon kii 
Ruins. Ragotjki had an Army of 30000 lMc% 
and 'tis poifible his ambitious Projefts might hoe 
. fucceeded, if he would have f oUowM the Coofr 
fels of the King qi Sweden^ who had advifed Ub 
to enter Polandhy the Palatinate of Breffid^ «4ieR 
all would have been favourable to him^ and wait 
for the coming up pf the Swedes. But RmHp^ 
blinded by the Promifes of Dabricius an Math 
Ipgcf^ who hkd flattered him with the Hope of a 
certain Conqueft, thoujU^t, that on whatever Side 
he fhould enter Poland^ he ihould ftili be vido- 
rious. 
rhf-^d Eytry Thing feem'd to confpire to the Dctri- 

stat/cftke raent of this Republic, which, though formerly 
Kingd.m. '^^ ^^ flourirtiing a Condition, appeared then to be 
upon the Brink of Ruin. The King of Sweden. 
had fcarce any thing left to conquer. Pruffta^ the 
greater Poland^ CracoWy Warfaw^ the two prin- 
cipal Cities of the State, were fubje£t to him. 
The MufcovUe was Mailer of Vtlna^ and almoft 
all Lithuania \ and though he oppos'd the Swedes 
indeed )in JJvonia^ yet he was ftill an Enemy to 
the PoleSy and fortified himfelf upon their Fron- 
tiers. Ragotski attempted to raife himfelf to the 
Throne by an armed Force, and to raviih from 
the Nation that Liberty they had always claimM 
of chufing their Kings. Laftly, the Tartars and 
CoJfackSy whofe Ravages are ever attended with 
the moft horrible Cruelties, thofc Robbers, who 
carry off both Men and Goods, and whofc Foot^ 
|leps are ever mark*d with Traces of Blood and 
Fire, were the Icaft of their Enemies. 

*Tvira5 
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*Twas to thcfc very Mifcries thcmfdves that ^>^Tk 
Poland ow'd its Prefcrvation from an intire Ruin, m^""^ 
as its Calamities rais'd them up Avengers. Thc^*^ 
whole North in Amaze trembled for their Liber- ftav^ 
ty, and thought they had feen a fecond Gujiavus 
Adolpbus in CharleSi Denmark was the firft that 
appeared to oppofe the Progrefs of fo formidable 
a Power. Mufcovj join*d with him \ the Imperii 
alifts increased the Army of Lubormi/ki^ and the 
Dutch fent a Squadron into the Baltic^ to pre- 
ferve Dantzick. 

Ragotftd was prefently put out. of a Condition ^8otfld 
of fighting. The JValacbians and Moldavians de- '^'^^'^ 
ferted him by the exprefs Order of the Sultan> 
who difapprov'd of this Enterprize of the Prince 
of Tran/nvania. After this Defer tion, it was eafy 
for the PoUs to defeat him. He was beaten near 
Sendomir^ where he attempted to pals the Viftula^ 
and loll in his March, and the Battle, 14000 of his 
Men, with all his Artillery. They then came to 
a Treaty, and it was agreed, that Ragotjki fhould 
afk Pardon of the King of Poland^ that he Ihoufd 
break the Engagement he had made with the 
King of Sweden^ and fnmilh a certain Number of 
Troops, whenever \t was required of him. But 
this Defeat, and this dilhonourable Treaty, were 
not the End of his Misfortunes. The Sultan, 
cnrag'd that he Ihould enter Poland againft the 
e^prefe Orders of the Porte^ enjoin'd the TranftU 
vanians to make Choice of another Vaivode. 
*Twas in vain he implor'd the Succour of the 
Emperor -, after fevcrai Engagements with his 
Competitors, he was beaten by the ^urks hear 
Hermjlad^ and foon after died of his Wounds. 

ClarUs Gujiavus was almoll as unfortunate. 1658. 
Fredtric^ King of Deitinark^ havin' declared T^'^'''^?^ 
War a^ainft him, made fo powerfql a .DivctCvotvjtaxtA. 

U 4 ""^^ . 
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in favour of Poland^ that he oblig'-d the Kiog ^f 
Sweden to defift from hb ProjeA, in order to de- 
fend his own Dominions. Clwies Guftavus hid 
indeed very great Advantages in the Beginning 
of thb War. That Prince, whofe Gourde mtg^ 
have been term*d Rafhneis, if Succefs had not 
juftified his Anions, encounter*^ the Depths of 
the Sea, which miffht have opened under his 
Feet, and lead his Army acrofe die Ice into Za|- 
Uni^ to lay Si^e to Qopenbagen. Peace was thai 
made to the Difadvantage of Frederic ; but ii 
flid not laft long. By this Treaty the two Kin« 
were to (hut up the Moudi of the BaUic^ and 
not fuflfer any foreign VelTels to pafs through iL 
The King ot Denmark j at the Sollicitation of dicj ' 
'Dutch^ who promifed him a powerful Affiftance, 
refus-d to obfcrve this Article ; and upon this 
Pretext the War was renewed. 

The Dutch kept their Word with Fredericy and 
thofe two Powers united together^ at laft huno* 
bled the Pride of the haughty Charles Gujlavus. 
The Dutch Fleet beat Admiral IVrangd at the 
t^cq. Mouth of the Stmnd^ who prefumM not any 
^ •^' longer to keep the Sea, but retired into his PortsL 
The Swedes at laft, alttr having been repuis'd be- 
fore Copenbageny were defeated in the Ifle ofFiatenj 
I and oblig'd to fue for Peace. This was a finifln 

ing Stroke to the King of Sweden. He, who nil 
[ then had been a Conqueror, and giyen Laws to 

7 all his Neighbours, and was now conquered and 

'^ obliged to receive it from them, could not fur- 

y\wt the Defeat. The Sicknefs of which he died,' 
>iras imputed to the Vexation which this Turn of 
Fortune had given him. The Rival of the great 
GuflavuSy but Jefs fortunate, though poffefs'd 
i»ephaps of equal Courage and Ability. 
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John Cazimir in the mean time had rccovcrM 1660, 
almoft all the Places ^\i\ch Charles Gujimus had^^^^J^ 
taken from him. Cracow and its Citadel wtrt the pioiti 
reduced to the Obedience of their natural Prince ^^J^jJ^Jj^ 
in 1657. Soon after, theElcftor of Brandenbourg 
had join'd with his Neighbours, and concluded 
a League, OfFenfive and Defenfive, againft the 
Swedes his former Allies. Laftly, Thorn and the 
greateft Part of Prujfta had (hook otf the Yoke : 
and a Treaty concluded this Year with Sweden^ 
had put Cazimir again into Pofleflion of all the 
reft. Charles XL the Son and Succelfor of Charles 
€ujiavusj gave back all the Conquefts his Father 
had made ; and Cazimirj on his Side, renounced 
all Claim to the Crown of Sweden. However 
well grounded his Pretenfions were, they were 
become ufelefs ; and by parting- with nothing 
;ea], he gain'd a great deal. 

As foon as the Poles were freed from any Ap-^'J^afco- 
prehenfion of the Swedijb Arms, they thought ofSr 
revenging the Injuries they had fuffered from the 
Mufcovites. Czamejki ^nd Sapieba cut ofF 26000 
of them not far from Polanski. Ten Thoufand 
more perifh 'd in the Plains of Glemhokia^ which 
were left upon the Field of Batde. Cazimir then 
befieg'd Vilnay the Capital of Litbuania^ which 
the Ruffians had conouered. The City was eafily 
carried ; but the Caftle made a ftouc Refiftance. 

This Siege was equally fatal to Cazimir and 
the PoUs^ by the Divifion which arofe between 
die King and his Subjefts. A Part of the Army 
revolted, and chofe Prince Luhormijki for their 
General. Thefc Mifunderftapdings dclay'd the 
Attacks, and made the Sicgc more long and 
bloody. P^ace was not made witkjbc Czar till 
jTomc Years aft( 
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x665* The JDiTifions, which hod Utely BrobM,! 
Dn'^^ were carried cm lo fuch Extreonciev chat Ael 



J^!^ fopn &w two oppofice Parctc 

J^X^ m own Bofoffi ready to rend it id Piece 

Mcr taisVi Troops ; and die RAtU mdL £air* 
MsiUarniM oo their Side. The JUtf weM upoa 
the Point of coming to Blows, when the^princttd 
Heads of the revomng'Parqr» repentine of iM 
they had done» threw themlelves at the Kingfs 
Feet, and beg'd his Pardon % but thefe SuBmiffi- 
bns were not fincere. The Nobility foi^goc tbe 
Refped they ow'd to the facred Perfon of die 
Prince, who govem'd them i and Cazimir^ utaa- 
ble to fu^port the Weight of fo many Cares, and 
naturally inclined to Repofe, abdicatc»i the Crown 
in the Diet of fFsr/ofw^ and retired the next Year 
into France^ where King Lewis XIV. gave him 
the Abbey of St. Gerfnain des Pra. He died at 
Revers in 1672. 

1668. This Prince, who was mild, affable and polite, 
^'jS^iir. ^"^ irrcfolute in his Defigns, fearful, and almoft 
His curac^ conftancly unfortunate, liv'd to fee his Neigh- 
'^* hours in Arms, and his Subjefb in RebeUion 

againft him. When CbarUs Gufiavus entred P»- 
land^ John Cazimir fled into Silejia. His ChanK^r 
was (hewn ftill more in the Revolt of Lubormisti. 
*Tis always a Reproach upon a Prince to refign 
a. Crown, unlefs the Abdication appears to be 
altogether voluntary. To pafs a right Judgment 
upon this Fad, it may not be amifs to fee what 
Sencimcnts the Poks had of ic then. *' Why^ 
fays Cazimir Zawardskiy the Staroft of Culm^ in his 
fecret Hiftory, ** Why did John Cazimir renounce 
" the Sceptre, which he had before fo earneftly 
*' fought after? Poland Hood ip Amaze at the 
** View of fuch a Step, as fcem'd to point out 

ihe 
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^^ the Funeral of its Liberties. Ic looked as if 
'* the King had forefcen the Fall of the I'oh/b 
*^ Empire, and retired, left he (bould be over- 
^* whelmed in its Riiias. This dsflianoutable 
^< Apprehenfion was nrged as the Caufe of hit 
^^ Retreat. He was in a Condiuanto iupport the 
^' Cares of the Government, as he was ftill ien- 
'^ fible of Pleafures. It feemed as if he looked 
*^ upon his Subjedb as his Enemies, and that he 
'* fled like a conquered Prince, driven oat of 
^' his Dominions. ** 

The Abdication of Cazimir^ producing an In- T^rPofpoiite 
terregnum, the Nobility took up Arms, and camcJJ^'/^ 
by Squadrons into the Field of Eledion. But this 
Precaution, which they had ufed only to prevent 
caballing, had like to have been fatal to theni; 
for^ carried away by the impetuous Caprice of 
different Fa&ions, they rofe againft the Senr/te, 
and Were feen to turn thofc very Arms againft. the 
principal Lords, which they had taken up to de-r 
fend die Liberty of their Suffrages. 

Statiijlaus Prafmm/ki^ Archbiihop ofGmfiw^ and 1669, 
Primate, fixed the Openingof die General Diet ^^J^^ 
to the fecond of May. The Great Duke cif Muf-Pnul^iu 
covy firft demanded the Crown for hiyeldeft Son.'^^''*^' 
An Army of 80000 Men waited for the Anfwer 
of the Poles upon the Frontiers, and we re ready 
to fall upon them, if they did not eledt d^te Prince 
of Ruffia. In cafe of his Eledion, the Czar pro* 
mifed to reftore Kiow and all the other Towns he 
had conquered ; to maintain an Army of 20000 
Men for the Service of the Republic, and to 
pay ten Millions into the Treafury. Thcfe fine 
Promifes had litde EfFeft upon the f.o!es\ the 
Menaces which came along with th^qii, made a 
greater Imprcflion. As they were nof in a Con- 
dition to rcfift, they had Rccourfe t ^ Diflimula- 
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tioD. Pmc^ High ChanceOor of 
fored the Czar of (he good Will mnd In 
ofthePflf^ towards the Prinoehb Son; uAmI 
him Hopes that he would be cleOed* pranUl 
he could refolve to renounce the Grwifc Caurdk ] 

The Czar» who was more Roided by Us A» | 
Udoo^ than influenced bf his Kelinon, Imm»1 
moved that Obftade^ and the Mi^mnU BUMpI 
dechuredy that as the Intentioo of the Canfite^ 
In contending for die Crown of IMaud^ mu oslf 
that he might be able to flrike a greaeer Tenor 
into the common Enemy of all Chriftendom, k 
mi^t hwfuUy conform to theL^M Church. 

Thus the Pdes^ in Apprehmfion of a Rupture, 
which might have been of bad Confequenoe ta 
them, ftrove to. gain Time, and allured the Car 
wit)i fpedous Promifes, without meaning to keep 
any one of them. 

The Prince of Condij the Duke of Newburg^ 
and Prince Charles of Lorrainej appeared upon 
the Lift, and each of thefe three Competitors had 
p«*" <thcir feveral Faftions. Oborjki Staroft of Warfaio 
n^'^^^-'^fupported the Intcreft of the Prince ofConde^ and 
his r adion flattered themfclves they fliould carry 
it before all the reft. But on the twenty*eighth of 
Maj^ the Srandard-Bearer of the Palatinate of 
Sindotmr^ of the Fadlion of the Piaftes^ having 
obtained Leave to fpeak, broke o^t into a fe- 
vere Inventive againft Oborfiiy and charged him 
with betraying the Liberty of the Nation, and 
felling his Voice. They even produced Letters, 
by which it appeared, that on uie twenty- fifth of 
the fame Monch, the Primate and twelve Lords, 
whom they called the vile Slaves of the French 
Ambition, had held a private Meeting, in favour 
of the Prince of Conde^ and that the Senate meant 
to carry the Eleftion, to the Prejudice of the 
Qentlemf n qf an inferior Rank» 

Upan 
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Upon reading thefe Letters, the whole Aflem- 
bly broke out into a Rage ; they raifed their Sa- ' 
bres, and with threatning Voices demanded the 
Trial oiOhorJku That Lord, in a terrible Fright, 
turned pale, and attempted to make his Efcape i 
but they kept him there againft his Inclination, 
and obliged him to fwear that he would no 
longer adhere to the Party of the French Prince, 
but declare that he looked upon him as incapable 
of wearing the Crown. 

Some few Days after, the Nobility require thd 
Primate to pronounce theExclufion of the Prince 
of Condi. The whole Senate was in a Confterna^ 
tion at fuch a Propofal. But the Primate thought 
to elude it, by faying, that if the Nobility ex- 
pected a Decifion of the whole Senate, they mull: 
be called together; but if they afked only for his 
particular Declaration, he was ready to confenc 
to the Eledtion of any Perfon who Ihould have 
the Suffrages of the whole Nation. The Bifhop 
of ff^armia^ the Palatines of JG^w, Culm^ znd Po- 
merama appeared to be of the fame Sentiments 
with the Primate, and the Grand Marfhal of the 
Crown faid aloud. That if the Nobility took upon 
them to profcribe fo tumultuoufly a Candidate of 
fo high a Character, he would quit his Poft and 
retire. 

The Refolution of thefe Lords did not appeafe 
the Tumult : The Primate, forced by the Cries 
and Menaces of the meaner Gentlemen, who 
were mod of them Perfons of no Dillindion, but 
jealous of their Privileges, and capable of de- 
fending them by Violence, faid at laft, / exclude 
him then J ftnce they will have it fo. Compelled to 
quit the Party of the Prince of Condi^ but pre* 
fcrving ftill a ftrong Inclination towards him, he 
could not pronounce his Name in that fatal Judg- 
ment. Thus were all the Hopes of the French 
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Prince cut off at once, and no one durft afcci(- 
wftrds attempt to do any thing in his favour. 
ru Cabal of The Diet growing more calm, then gave Au- 
New£n[. *^dience to the Emperor's Ambaflkdor. This Mi- 
tiifter {poke in behalf of Pbi^p fVilliam Duke of 
Newburg^ and dcfircd the Poles to (hew a proper 
Regard to the Merit of that Prince. The Envoy 
of the Marquis of Brandenhourg joined with him* 
and the King of England wrote likewife to the 
Republic in his favour. As to the Candidate 
himfelf, he made prodigious Promifes ; but as 
they furpafled his Abilities, it was thought he 
neither could, iior even ever deligned to perform 
them. BcOdes, tho* his Merit was great, he was 
a German^ and of a Nation by no means agree- 
aWe to the Pola ; and the Ejnperor's Recommen- 
dation was rather differ viceable than beneficial to 
iiim. It is likewife faid, that though the Impe- 
rial Miniftcr propofed him as a Candidate, and 
publickly cfpoufed bis Intereft, yet he privately 
recommended Charles o^ Lorraine. 
Andtf The old Duke exhaufted his Treafures, and 
^^^ feeftowed them very profufely among the greedy 
Poles. They fed him with fair Promifes, and fo 
Jong as his Money lafted, his Cabal was confi- 
dcrable, and had even the upper hand of the 
Duke of Newburg^s ; but when that Source was 
drained, his Party funk, and gave way to the 
'Faftion of the Piajies. 
9U FaRitm Thc NobiHty, impatient at the Length of the 
ll^^^^*- Diet, and fufpcfting thc Senate, murmured in 
tbtSenatf, cvery Quarter. The principal Lords narrowly 
efcaped being torn to pieces by the Rage of the 
Multitude. The Soldiers, who guarded the 
Doors of the Colo^ difcharged their Mufquets into 
the Place of Eleftion, and the Shot fell among 
the Bifhops and Palatines. To avoid the Danger, 
fomc -hid ihcmfclvcs under their Seats, and other* 

took 



Revolutions ^f Poland. 50; 

took to their Heels. The Bifhop of Plojko, Le- 
€zinjkiy and the Gaftellati of P^^tfm'tf , got off with 
Difficulty : Two other Lords were flain ; a third 
was fliot through the Hand. The Seditious fol- 
lowed after thofe who left the Cohy and treated 
them very roughly : The whole Senate was dif- 
pcrfed, and in the utmoft Danger. 

OpaUnfki Palatine of JCa/r/fi&appcafed this Difor- Opaiiniki 
der. Having called the Gentlemen together, he plSl' * 
addreffed himfelf to them to this Eflfeft. " To 
^^ what end, fays he, (hould we thus fall foul 
** upon one another, for Princes we are fo little 
** acquainted with ? After they are chofen, will 
** they think themfelvcs obliged to us for our 
** Suffrages, or take any Notice of thofe, whofe 
** Voices have raifcd them to the Throne ? Let us 
^' rather confider our true Intereftv and with- 
^ ou: devouring ot)e another, let us chufe out 
" from amongft oiirfelves a Man, worthy tb 
** command over the whole Nation. Have we 
** no Members of the Republic, who are capable 
*' of governing it ? Or can we, without Difhonour, 
^' feek for Kings amongft Foreigners, as if we 
** could find none defervineamongftourfelves?^' 

Thofe who had a Mind to get all they could, ?& amw#. 
before they proceeded to an feleftion, oppofedij?^^^ 
Opalinjki. Amongft others, the Palatinate of P^- ^^^. 
dolia demanded, that they (hould firft provide for 32*^^^* 
the Security of Kaminiec ^ but their Remonftrancea 
were not regarded. One and twenty Palatinates 
declared for a Piaftey and nominated fome few 
Days ^fttv Michael CoributWiefnowiflti. The great- 
eft Oppofition was from the Lithuanians^ who had 
no Share in that Choice ; but the Blood of one of 
their Deputies, who was cut to pieces before their 
Eyes, impofed Silence upon the reft, and all con- 
curred to the Proclamation of the Prince elected. 

WiifiiQwifki 
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ffit cto^ ifTufrnw/ki was fcarcc known before his Prce 
^* Qiotion. His Father had loft 600000 JLivres i 

Year in the War with the Cqfacksi and the Sod 
had Ions fubfifted upon the Liberality of the late 
King, Tie was indeed of the Faniily ofjagettn^ 
and defcended from Caribut the Brother of thac 
Prince i but he had done nodiing which was an- 
fwerable to his high Birth; Uppn the News of 
his Eledion^ he protefted^ that he had not Abi- 
lities to bear the Burden they had laid upon him, 
and did all he could to decline it i commendable 
in this,^ that he was acquainted with his own 
Weaknef;, and made no Scruple to avow ic If 
he was furprized at his Advancement to die 
Throne^ the Poks were foon no lefs aftoniflied 
ta fee themfelves governed by fuch a Prince v nor 
couid theji; conceive how it was they came to 
cledl hini. The Republic was never reduced fo 
near to the Brinks ot an abfolute Ruin, as under 
his Adminiftration, and they more than once 
talked of depofing him. 

1671. The Great Duke of Mufctyuy had afked the 
necoflkckt Crown for his Son, as we have already obferved j 
^X£ hut finding himfelf difappointed, he ftudied Re- 
venge, and revived the Rage of the Cojfach. 
Dorozenjki their new General, was of himfelt fnffi- 
ciently inclined to War, and hoped to form a 
Principality for himfelf, by means of thefc Trou- 
bles. He therefore took a Journey to Conftantu 
mpU^ offered Ukrania to the Sultan, and promifed 
to introduce Turkijh Garifons into the (Irongeft 
Places of the Province, provided he would con- 
fer the Principality of it upon him, and fupport 
him againft the Arms oi Poland. His Otfers were 
accepted, and the Baflia Koproli gave Orders to 
the Tartars to join with the Cojfacks^ and begin 
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their Ravages, which are the ufual Forerunners 
of the Ottoman Armies. 

They advanced the next Year towards Podolia^ 1672. 
and laid Siege to Kamniec^ the fole Place be-^J"^«^ 
longing to Poland in that Quarter, that was con-/«^x"/ Ka* 
fiderablc for its Fortifications; and the Infidels p^J^"^' 
made themfclvcs Matters of it in nine Days. This 
Conqueft threw the whole Kingdom into a Con- 
fternation. The Country was open, and without 
Defence, and the Enemy might march to the Cen- 
tre. Wiefnowi/H^ to get rid of them, gave up 
Podolia to the CoJJackSy and promifcd to pay the 
Sultan a Tribute of 21000 Ducats. 

But this fliameful Treaty was not obferved. 1673, 
John SobieflH^ the Grand Marflial of the Crown, ^^^'*' 
foon revenged his Country, and brought down owrlL u^ 
the Pride of the Infidels. The Bafha Hufain^"^^'' 
was intrenched near Choczin^ and threatened the 
Kingdom with an immediate Invafion. He had 
already prepared Chains for the Poles^ and pro- 
pofed to fix the Ottoman Standards upon the Walls 
of Cracow f before the End of the Campaign } but 
finding that the Hofpodar or Vaivode of Molda^ * 
via had not joined him with as many Troops, or 
as good as he expefted, he broke out into a Paf- 
fion, abufed him bitterly, and at latt ftruck him 
upon the Head with an Ax, and wounded him. 
The Moldavian J enraged at this Affront, draws 
over the Vaivode of Walacbia^ to engage in his 
Quarrel, and thefe two Princes agree to revenge 
themfelvcs by Treachery, and inform Sobi^Jki how 
they were difpofed. The Polijh General prcfcnts 
himfclf before the Turkijh Camp, and is admitted 
into it by the two Vaivodes, who join with him. 
But notwithftanding^ their Defertion, the Infidels 
maintain the Fight for four Hours. At kift thpy 
are forced to yield, and ot the 15000 Men, which 
X compofed 
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compofcd their Army, there were fcarcc left 
1500. And yet, all the Benefit that was reaped 
from this Vidtory, was the fconqueft of Cboczbt. 
The Poles^ loaden with an immenfe Booty, were 
dcfirous to fccure it, and retired for fear of 
lofing it. They might have recovered Kammec^ 
or fallen upon the Bafha Kaplam with Advan- 
tage, who was with the Afiatic Troops under 
the Canon of Czezowa \ but the Chriftian Army 
neglcded to make a proper Ufe of that fortunate 
Circumdance, and disbanded, notwithftanding 
all the Orders and Care of the General to the con- 
^lidf^s trary. King Michael iViefnowiJki died on the fame 
Day this Battle was fought, not much regretted 
by his Subjects, 
interrcg. His Dcath revived the Hopes of moft of the 
"""' Candidates, who had already ftood at the Time 
of his Eleftion, and gave place to fome other 
The Diet fir Vvtttn{\om. The Diet began on the 20th of 
tbtEuaion. jprii^ and the Competitors were the Great Duke 
of Mnfcov^y the Eleftor oi Brandenbourg^ the Prince 
of Tranfilvania^ Prince George of Denmark^ the 
Duke of Newburg^ and Prince Charles ofLorrain ; 
and laft of all, Sobiejki appeared in favour of a 
Vnnct oi France^ whofe Name was kept a Secret. 
All thtfe Pretenders were admitted j their Pro- 
pofals were heard, and not one of them was ex- 
cluded. 
Faaionrf The Czar, notwithftanding the UnfuccefsfuU 
tb^c?^r. ^^^^ ^^ j^j^ former Attempts, offered the Poles his 
fecond Son, a Youth of between thirteen and 
fourteen Years of Age. His Demand was cxpreflfed 
in humbler Terms than at the preceding Diet ; 
and if he promifed lefs, his Menaces were lefs 
alfo. But; no farther Regard was paid to them, 
than mii^ht reafonably be expefted from good 
Manners, and the Apprehcnfion of difobliging fo 
powerful a Neighbour, 

The 
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The Elcdtor of Brandenhourg propofed the^'^^^^- 
Eleftoral Prince his Son, and promifed that he d^bour^'^" 
fhould embrace the Romifh Religion, in cafe he , > 
was chofen : But his Party was fmall. As he was ' 
a German by Nation, he was not beloved ; and 
as a Proteftant by Religion, it was apprehended 
that a Converfion for the fake of a Crown might 
not be fincerc •, and fuch a Prince might pro c 
dangerous. The Eleftor foon*perceived how the 
Poles ftood afFefted towards his Son, andprefcntly 
dropt the Defign. 

Michael Abafi Vaivode of Tranfthania^ befides ^p^l^ 
fifteen Millions, oflfered to unite his Principality Liil! 
to the Crown, and to maintain an Army of fif- 
teen thoufand Men, for the Service of the Re- 
public, whilft at War with the Turk: But thefe 
Offers were beyond the Power of the Tranftlva- 
marty and impoffible ever to be executed. 

Prince George of Denmark was fupported by the %^^'^^f' 
King his Brother, who offered three Millions, Daunarju 
and the Maintenance of fix thoufand Horfe. He 
was oppofed by Sweden^ which afted fo power- 
fully againft him, that his Faftion, which was al- 
ways inconfiderable, was foon loft in the reft. 

The moft mighty of the Competitors were the oftbeDtAa 
Duke of Newburg, and Charles of Lorrain. The^wj;;'^^ 
firft of thefe Princes follicited for his eldeft Son, 
and offered at the fame time a King to Poland^ 
and an Husband to the Queen, the Widow of 
Michael Cortbut IViefnowiJki. The Poles were in- 
clined towards him •, but he found a powerful Ad- 
verfary in the Prince of Lor rain. The Queen wag 
in love with Charles^ and pawned her very Jewels, 
to buy him Votes. Pac iht Chancellor of IMbua- 
ftia^ and all the Deputies of the Duchy, were de- 
voted to him -, befides, the perfonal Merit of 
the Prince of Lorrain^ had gained him a great 
Number of Followers. He advanced as far as 

X 2 Silefia^ 
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Silefia, to encourage his Fa&ion, and fuccour them 
in cafe of Need, 
o/johnso- John Sobie/ki Grand Marfhal of the Crown^ hid 
bejk:. declared, as I have already . obferved, fori 
Prince of France. Crowned with the Laur4el$ he 
had lately gained in the Battle of Cbaczin^ and 
beloved by the Army, he had Power and Credit 
enough to create a King, without nominating die 
Candidate, whofe Intcrcft he efpoufed ; he only 
gave the Charafter and Defcription of him^ and 
under the borrowed Lines of the. pretended Prince 
for whom he follicitcd, he evidently drew his own 
Picture. He publickly aflccd for a Prince of the 
Blood of France^ whilft underhand and in pri- 
vate, to rcfcrve in a manner the Liberty of giv- 
ing himfelf his own Vote, he ftrove all he could 
to ftt the Crown upon his own Head. 

In the mean time, theFadlions of Newburg and 
Lorrain^ promoted by different Intcrefts, gave 
Caufe to apprehend a double Elcdion. The Se- 
nate, devoted to the German Prince, difpatched 
the Bifliop of Cracow and fome other Prelates to 
the Queen, to engage her to forget the Prince of 
Lcrravty and to offer her the Crown^ and the 
Prince of Newhurg for an Husband. But the 
Queen continued inflexible, and remaining con- 
flant to her Lover, took upon her to make him 
a King. The LUbuar.iaus (wore to be faithful to 
him, and to die rather than defcrt his Party. The 
PolcSy on the other hand, provoked at the Prin- 
cefs*s Rcfufa), grew more fixed in their Refolu- 
tion ; and the more Conflancy they faw in the 
oppofite Faftion, the more firmly they adhered 
to their own Candidate. 
T/vrxV«r In this Situation of Afiairs, and under the Ap- 
'^^'cHn prthenfion of an enfuing Sciflion, SobUJki fet his 
frvet'r tf Friends to work. He had privately carried on 
^''^' his Dcfign, that he might be out of the Reach 

of 
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of Envy, and did not lay open his Pnrpofe, till 
he faw the Difcovery was like to be attended 
with Succefs. The Palatine of Ruffta addrefled 
the Aflcmbly to this Purpofe : *' The Republic 
" ("fays he^ is in extreme Danger, and thri^atened 
** with all the Horrors of a Civil War; and yet 
'* what are the Objefts of fo fatal a Divifion ? 
*' The Queen, on the one fide, devoted to 
" Charles q\ Lorrain^does not approve the Prince 
" of Newburg for a Husband ; and thus the Ca- 
** price of a Woman is to fet us in Arms one 
** >againft another. On the other hand, we are 
*' divided in the Caufe of a German^ whofe 
'* Country alone fliould be a fufficicnt Motive 
** for our refufing him. Thus we flicrifice our- 
*' felves for a Stranger, and one who is little 
*^ known to us. Let us ceafe thtfe Divifions, 
** which are founded on fuch frivolous Caufes, 
*' and yet muft prove fo fatal in their Confe- 
*' quence. Let us equally fctafide the two Com- 
** petitors, who are no otherwife confiderable 
*' than by the Cabals they have found Means to 
** form, and let the true Intcreftof the Kingdom 
*' influence and dired our Suffrages. What kind 
^' of a Head does the Republic Hand in need of? 
" An Hero, who has Courage enough to con- 
*' quer, and Wifdom to govern us in Peace. 
*' And why (hould we feek for him out of Po- 
" land? We have amongfl ourfelves that Great 
*' Man, who dcferves to command us. You all 
*' know him, and have oft admired his Courage 
*' and Prudence. His Viftories, and his Virtues, 
" point him out to you plain enough. The con- 
" quered Turks^ and the CoJ/licks brought under 
^* Subjeftion, follicit you in his favour. The 
" Security of your Frontiers againft the Inva- 
** fions of your Enemies ; the Tranquillity cn- 
«< joyed in the Heart of your Kingdom \ the Coa- 

X 3 o^^^ 
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^^ queft of Choczin^ tbefe are Claims, which fliorfll 
** carry your Voices. You fee by thefe Gfci»l 
*^ ftances chat I propofe SobieJH. Befides his gtai| 
^^ Virtues, you owe a Recompence Co his SaA 
^^ vices. After having faved the State, can jm \ 
** rcfufc him the Government of it? ** 

^ Upon naming this Candidate, cho(e who i 

before prepared, rofe up, and gave him their Suf- 
frages aloud. The Palatinates of Rujia^ dcdsrcd 
for him, and were followed by that of Crahm 
The reft of Poland was drawn after them, and ei- 
ther through Fear, Inclnation, or Example, al< 
mod all the Alfembly in anInfUnt nominated die 
Grand Marlhal to the Throne. 

The LUbuamant oppofed this Choice, and en* 
tered their Proteftations. Certain Senators were 
difpatched to bring them back to xhtCalo ; and 
their Rcmonftranccs fo far prevailed, that the 
next Morning the Diflcnticnts joined the Body 
of the Nation, and the Proclamation was made 
in their Prefence, with an unanimous Confcnt. 

It is iaid, that Mr. de Fourbin de Janjon^ then 
Bifhop of A/ijr/S^/i'j, and AmbaCador of Frami 
into Polandy had a great Share in the Advance- 
ment of Sobiejki. H-s Inftruftions were, to ex- 
clude the Prince of Lorrain^ with whom France 
had great Reafon to be diffatisficd. Tliis Mini- 
fter firft efpoufed the Caufe of the Prince of New- 
burg ; but finding that he was no more likely to 
fncceed than his Competitor, the fagacious Pre- 
late privately joined himfelf to the Party of So* 
biejki^ who for the Reward of his Services pro- 
cured him the Cardinal's Cap. 

ViOrigir. This Prince owed his Fortune folely to his 
Merit. He was a Native of the Province of 
Rujfta. His Father was James Sobiejki Caftellan 
ofCracoWf and his Mother a Daughter of Sta- 
nijlaus Zolkienflii Grand General of Poland. His 
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ConduA and Courage raifed him to the highefl: 
Dignities in the Republic. In 1665 he was made 
General, and the Year following High Steward 
of the Houfehold, and Palatine of the Kingdom. 
He beat the Coffacks\ took fixty of their Towns 
in one Campaign, and then drove them out of 
the Palatinate of Bradaw into the Lower Podolia. 
After the L06 of Kamimecy he put a Stop to the 
farther Progrefs of the TurkSj and the Congucft 
o'lChoczin gave the finifliing Hand to his Glory, 
King Michael died in that Ctrcumftance. Sobiejki 
did not prefume to declare his PretenHons *, but 
under the Shew of an imaginary Candidate, he 
artfully formed his own Faftion, took a pro- 
per Time to make his DeGgns known, and af- 
cended the Throne he had lately preferved, and 
which, it may be, none but himfelf was capable 
of defending. 

The Turks took the Field, before the Polijb 1674. 
Army could be got together. Cboczin furrcn- ^T^S^kif 
der*d after a Siege of eight Days, and Dijkin was 
taken at Difcretion. The Grand Vizir then laid 
Siege to Human^ which held out for fifteen Days, 
The Place was reduced to the laft Extremities, 
and not finding any Hopes of Succour at hand, 
enter'd upon a Capitulation -, when two Mines 
having blown up a Baftion, open'd fo confider- 
able a Breach, that the Infidels entered the Town 
before the Treaty was figned. They expos'd it 
to Plunder, and put the Garifon to the Sword. 
After thefe Exploits, Koproli advanced towards 
Kaminiec^ and ruin'd all the neighbouring Pofts^ 
which might be of Service to the Poles in the 
Siege of that City, which he was apprchcnfivc 
of; and then giving Orders to the Cham ofTar^ 
tary to o^^okSobieJki in the beft manner he could^ 
whofc Army was beginning to be formed, he 

X 4 ^^^^ 
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fenc part of his own into Winter Quaitec% ui 
the reft he fdilpatched into Afia^ to fcrvc MigfM 
the Sophi of Perjta^ who threatened Babjlm. 

The PoUfi Armies are almoft wholly made op 
of Gentlemen not fubjedb to Difcipline,. who ge- 
nerally negled the Orders of their Prince, tti 
do not come together at the Time fixed by \k 
Decrees. And thus, though SMeflki was verf 
defirous o\ engaging with the Turks^ and oppofin 
their Progreis,« he was not able to uke the Field 
till towards November^ by which Time they had 
already compafled all they intended. As he onild 
not therefore join the Infidels, he marched into 
Ukrania^ at the Head of 30000 Men. The Car 
pital of that Province furrendered to hinni, after 
naving ftood out feven and twenty Years. iSi^ 
cofv^ and nioft of the Towns inhabited by the 
CoJfackSj cither opcnM their Gates to him, or 
were carried by Affault ; infomuch that Doroztrn/H 
had but two Places left him of any Confideration. 
The Fatigues of the Campaign led the Army of 
Utbuama^ under the Coirmand of General Pac^ 
to a Revolt, and a ereat Number of the Poles fol- 
lowed their Example, and dcfcrted the King. 

1676. If that Prince had not been Mafter of the 
sobiciki r«- grcatcft Conftancy and Courage^ Poland muft 
Vwcigiuff. have been utterly loft. The Infidels, informed 
that the Pofpolite was difperCed, and tliat the 
King had not above four or fi\^e thoufand Men 
in his Rctinuci came into the Field early in the 
Spring, and laid Siege to Zharra5\ which would 
open them a Way into Ruffia^ from whence they 
might eafily march to the very Gates of the Ca- 
pital of the Kingdom. After fome Refiftance, 
5000 Peafants, who were blocked up in Zbarrnsy 
revolted againft Defauleuls^ a French Gentleman, 
who was Governor of the Place, and threw him 

over 
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over the Walls. The Bafha Ibrahim puniflied 
them for this Treachery, though it was advan- 
tageous to him. He cut off the Heads of the 
principal Pcrfons concerned, and condemned the 
reft to the Gallies. The Conqueror then fent out 
large Parties to infulc the little Army of Sobieski^ 
which was pofted under the Cannon of Leopold. 
But they kept their Ground, and repulfed the 
Aflailants fo vigoroufly, that the Ottotnan General 
did not think proper to engage in an Aftion. 
There were then foon Overtures made towards a 
Peace. The Turks ^ elate with their Succefs, de- 
manded that Podolia (hould be given up to them, 
that they fliould be reimburfed the Expences of 
the War, and that Ukrania (hould be given to 
Dorozenjki^ who (hould poflefs it as a Feudatory 
of the Porte. But as weak as Sobiejii was, he re- 
fused his Confent to fo di(honourable a Treaty, 
and the War was continued on to the next Year. 

To juftify the Refufal of the Accommodation, 1675. 
he did all he could to re-unitc the Poles^ and with^J^^ 
great Difficulty (orm'd an Army capable of keep- 
ing the Field. The Turks laid Siege to M^oinaff. 
He marched againft them, and obliged them to 
raife the Siege. He then intrench'd himfelf upon 
the Banks of the l<!iejier ; and thither the Infidels, 
whofe Forces were far fuperior to his, came up 
to attack him. But all their Efforts prov'd un- 
fuccefsful. Sobiejki^ fecure of his own Courage 
and the Refolution of his Troops, march'fi^en 
. out of his Entrenchments to difpuie a Poft with 
the Enemy, which they had a mind to make 
themfelves Matters of, and from whence they 
might have incommoded him in his Camp. They 
fought till Night came on, on the 24ih of Sep^ 
tembcr^ and the Chriftian Army htd all the Advan- 
tage. The four following Days were difbnguifh'd 
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by fo many Ei^gements, m ^ich Ae IMl 

came off always with the worft. At lmft» tatkl 

9th oiOHohir Ihrabim BtShk^ and the Omrfj 

fWr/«ry» refomMr upon a USt Efioity n 

with their whole Force a^tnft the lV<g# ^ 

They made their Atuck with all poffible Bnmif | 

and Refolution } but being remifafd in civf 

Quarter^ and aftoni(h*d at the Number cfm' 

flain» they retreated, and both Panics dben — 

t»«iier^ to an Accommodatioo. Peace was 

^'^ opon dve 15th of the fame Moiidi u . 

on die Banks of the Nie/Ur^ on die 

Gonditkms: That the dUhoooorabie Treuw i 

by K^ AlkhMimffmw!^ flmukl bedi&MriNi 

diat the Mb Ihould condmie in Po Bcfl ki ef At 

Ptet <if C/inNM,which lay on tins SUe die Mgffari 

that C§minrM^ wnd the Territories appmalm^ is 

the General of the C^fAcb^ who had latidf poi 

themlelves under the Prote&ion of liie Ckir of 

Mufij&fvj^ fliould belong to the Turis i liiac dK 

Rpmem Cstb^ Religion ihould be ptULi p ul is 

tiiofc Countries ; that the Infidck iboold ^tn 

badi all their <xher Cooqoefh^ except Kmmmm 

and its DeDeiKlencics ; and that diry ftoidd d^ 

lend PcImm againfi all its Elntmies. 

Under die Orcaaifiances he then was, m a 

Time when the Nobiliry coold fearer be bim^ 

ID ad for the Good of the Republic, SA^ 

could not obtain more adTaniageous rjMi>iftW«« 

They 4q3peaTM h cxorbaruit 10 ike Gnoid Sg- 

Dior. ^lax he refnied far fome Time to nodfy 

dieni i and did not coinply ai lafi, till his Gnod 

V^izTT KfifToB TTprefrinrd to him, diai J^idbud 

ipomd be inrincSiie^ fo long is the Arm andFoF- 

aunt of So%#7 ooold fight far ii. 

c^rr »--f* Bif^sry had for fome Years laft paft facen ik 

^'T^ Seal 01* uioft Tiofcnt Oramioriom. The Bn^nnr 

^ * ^^ had made hhnttlf Mafter of xtic mnchml Qm 

d 
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of the Kingdom, had gariibned them with German !JJ^'J;^J^ 
Soldiers, and attempted to make that Crown i^tius. 
hereditary. Count Nadafti^ provoked at his being 
refufed the Palatinate of the Kingdom, and Count 
de SeritHy difcontent^d with not obtaining the 
Government of Carleftady had fecretly implored 
the Afliftance of the Porte^ and offered to make 
Hungar'jy Croatia and Stiria tributary to the Turks^ 
if they would lend a helping Hand towards put- 
ting them into their Poffeflion. The Grand Vi- 
zir, who had the Conqueft of Candia from the 
Venetians at that time in his Thoughts, did not 
accept of their Offers, though at another Time 
they would have been favourably received ; in^ 
fomuch, that the Malcontents, defpairingof any 
A fTi fiance from Turkey ^ and finding themfelves 
too weak to engage in an open Revolt, had re- 
courfe to other Methods. Nadajii invited Leopold^ 
the Emprefs, and the Princeifes, to an Enter- 
tainment he was to eive in one of his Territories, 
and prepared a poifoned Di(h for the Emperor. 
Nadajii's Wife, to whom the Traitor had d if co- 
vered his Defign, was flruck with fo much Hor. 
ror, that fhe caufed the fatal Difh to be taken 
away, and another like it to be ferv'd up in its 
room. Nadafti not obferving the Effefls he ex- 
pefted from the Poifon, charg'd it upon his Wife, 
who readily own'd what fhe had done. The 
barbarous Wretch puni(hed her for it in the moft 
cruel Manner imaginable, and forced her to die 
by the fame kind of Death, from which ihe had 
prefer vcd the Emperor. 

In the mean time, the Confpirators ufed their 
utmofl Endeavours to debauch the Nobility. 
Ragoijkiy Tatiembacbj Frangipani^ and feveral Gen- 
tlemen of Diflindlion, were drawn into the Plot, 
which was foon after difcovered. Count Tattem^ 
lacb was betray 'd by his Vakt de Cbambre^ vvS\o 
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font to the Court of Vtema die Originil of 
Treaty he had made with the Counc_ir ' 
An intercepted Letter compleated the 
of this terrible Cohfpiracy. Serim and 
Cbrtftopber Frofigipant his Brother-in-I^w, 
feized upon in a iiccle Place of Croaiia^ when dq^ 
leaft expected it, where their Reliftaiue woi^ 
have been ineffedual, and furrendered dienielfs 
qutedy upon the AflTurances, that Prince IM^ 
wUz^ his Wperial Majefty's firft Minifter, pie 
them, that he would procure their Pardon, lib- 
d^i was taken up at the Came time^ and all didfe 
three Lords were beheaded. 

Leopold then flatter'd himfelf that he could dit 
pofe of Hungary as an hereditary Country^ and 
thought he misht do as he pleas*d^ whtlfl: he ftw 
nothing capable of oppofing his Defigns. He 
fuppreffed the Dignity of Palatine, created i 
Viceroy removcable at Picafure, whofe Power 
was intirely dependent upon the Imperial Court, 
and confilcated the Rebels Eftates. Some Time 
. after he erefted a Sovereign Court of Juftice for 
all Affairs in the Kingdom, from which there 
was no Appeal. The Protellants, whofe Privi- 
leges were reftrained by the Claims of this new 
Jurifdiftion, and in general, the whole Body of 
the Nation, wholly turnM their Minds, upon this, 
towards ihaking off the Chains which the Imperu 
aiijls attempted to put upon them. 

Thefe Troubles were farther increafed upon 
the Death c)f Prince Francis Ragotjkij who had 
been forced to make a Ceffion of the Counties of 
Zatkmar and Zembolifch to the Emperor. The 
Tranfilvauians demanded back that Pr:ncipality \ 
and Leopold refufing to rcftore it, the two Parties 
prepared for War ; but War was carried flowly 
on, till the Jurks engaged themfclves in it. 

In 
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* In 1677, Count de BobuUj at the He^d of 6000 

i Poles y who, after the Treaty of Zurawnow men- 

|tioned already, having no Employment, had 

' marchM into Hungary^ beat General Smithy and 

! joined the Rebels commanded by IVeftmi, The 

^ famous Tekeli^ who prevailed upon the Turks and 

fo many other Enemies to arm againft the Houfe 

of Aufiriuy came up likewifc with his Troops fo 

increafe the Army of the Malcontents, which 

then confifted of 18000 Men. Soon after, this 

Lord was declar'd General inftead of IVeJlinu 

When the Emperor faw that the Storm grew 
more confidcrable, he endeavoured to prevent it ; 
and in the Diet of Odemburgy he granted the Pro- 
teftants the Churches they had built, gave them 
Leave to build three more in the Upper Hungary^ 
and reftor'd the Office of Palatine of the King- 
dom \ but thefe Favours were out of Seafon. 
Tekeli refufed to fubfcribe to this Accommoda- 
tion, as knowing that he fhouid foon be aflifted 
by the TranftlvanianSy Turks and Tartars. De- 
claring himfelf thef' Avenger of the Blood of 
Count Seriniy he married the Princefs, who was 
Widow to Ragot/kiy and by that means became 
Poffcflbr of the Fort of Mongate. He foon after 
took the Town and Caftle of Cajfovia. Lengcb^ 
Spity EperieSy Tokai and Ttllek opened their Gates 
to him, and the Sultan declar'd him Prince of 
Hungary . 

Tho* the Turks had not yet openly declar'd for 1683, 
War, they had notwithftanding furnifh'd Tekeli 
with Succours, and the Baftia of Faradin was con- 
cerned in the taking of Fillec, At laft, on the 2d 
o{ January y the fatal Horfe-tails, the ufual En- 
figns of an enfuing War, were feen upon the 
Gates of the Seraglio of Adrianople\ and the 

whaU 
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whole Ottoman Empire was in Motion^ to carry 
Fire and Sword into die Bofom ofAufiria. 
^W« Te^ refift this^ formidable Enemy, the Emperor 
Btf^nr^ Leopold ItHdtiUi had » the Year before, implcM^d 
^gry' die Affiftance <rf die Pope and all CKriftian. 
Princes, and particularly fought the Alliance of 
the King of Polmd^ that Prince fd terrible to the* 
Infidels, who, with an Hbindful of Soldiers, had 
checked the Progrefi of the ftioft numerous of the 
Ottoman Armies. 

Sobieski had for fome Years been tafting the 
Bleflings of Peace, arid quiedy enjoying the Fruic 
of hin Labour, by means of the advanta^etius 
Treaties he had made with the Porte. Befides, 
he wa» no Friend to the Houfe of Auftfia^ nor to 
Leopold in pardcular, who had refns'd him AflSft* 
ancc, when Poland^ preffcd by the Arms of the 
Infidels, was within a Moment of becoming 
their Prey. Thcfe Motives for fome time divert- 
ed Sobieski from the Alliance that was ofFer'd him ; 
but the Courts of Rome and Vienna made fuch 
powerful Applications, that at laft they.prcvaird 
on the King to join h?s Arms wijh the Imperialijisy 
agt jnfl: the common Enemy of Chriftcndom. 

T[n ihort, Louifa de la Grange d" Arquien^ Queen 
of Poland^ a French Lady by Birth, fought to 
form an Alliance with the Houfc of Auftria^ 
which might contribute to the Advancement of 
her Family* Leopold^ who was acquainted with 
the Sentiments of this Princeft, was beforehand 
with her, flattered her Ambition, and made her 
very large Promifes. They fed her with Hopes, 
that if me could engage the King her Husband 
to fign a Treaty agamlt the 7«ri, they would 
give her Son the Arclliduchei's to Wife, and that 
with the Affiftance of the Emperor, fhe might 
be able to fet the Crown of Poland upon the 
Head of chat young Prince, after his Father's 

Death. 
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Death. Innocent XL promifed him his Protedion 
and Incereft, and undertook to procure Prince 
James to be nominated his Father's SuccelTor in 
a general Diet Upon thefe Promifes fhe folii^ 
cits Sobieflii^ and eafily gain'd him over to her 
Views. In the mean time a great Number of 
Polijb Lords in the Diet oppofed the Rupture of 
the Treaties fubflfting with the Porte^ and the 
entring into the new League which was then pro« 
pos'd ; but the Queen's Party managed fo dexte- 
roufly, and reprelented in fuch lively Colours the 
Danger to which all Chriltendom was about to 
be expos'd, that they carried it for an Alliance 
with the Emperor. 

This important Treaty was concluded on the 
31ft of Marcb^ 1683. The Terms were. That 
the Emperor fliould have 40000 Men in the 
Field, and 20000 In Garifon ; that Sobieski Ihould 
put himfelf at the Head of the Army, which was 
to march againft the Turks ; that they fhould fall 
upon TekeU with 6000 Men, whilft the reft fhould 
make themfelves Matters of Podolia and Ukrania^ 
and drive the Infidels from thence. By a fecond 
Treaty the King engag'd to march to the Relief 
of Vienna^ in cafe that City was befieged, as the 
great Preparations of the Enemy gave Caufe to 
apprehend it would be. 

As foon as the King had fign'd thefe Treaties, 
he took Pains to make good what he had done. 
He was generally thought to be inclined to Ava- 
rice ; and indeed the Defire of raifing his Family 
might perhaps lead him to too ftri<5t an Oeco- 
nomy, and the heaping up of immenfe Riches ; 
but in the prefent Circumftances, it feem'd as if 
ne had fpai^d, only to lay out his Treafures to 
Advantage upon ^proper Occafion. He open'd 
his Coffers to raife Troc^, and drew over feveral 
Officers of Diftin&ion to ferve under him ; he 

formed 
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form'd Regiments of Coffacks^ and maintaio'd 
Spies at his own Expence in Tranfih^ma and 
Hungary. He even found Means to draw over 
Tekeh and Abaffi from the Turkijb Party ; and the* 
thofe two Princes appeared to be engaged with 
the Infidels, they notwithftanding held a private 
Correfponderice with Sobieski. 
skztrfvX' ^^^^ Muftapba the Grand Vizir foon appeared 
tuna m Ao- at thc Head of 20000 Men. Upon his Approach 
"*' theDuke of Lorrain^ who was Generaliffimo of the 
Imperial Army, and had laid Siege to Neubaufel 
upon the Neyera^ retreated into the Scbut^ an 
Ifland formed by the Danube^ and famous for the 
Fort of Komorre^ raifed upon a Point of Land on 
the Side of Gran \ but Vienna^ in a Confternation, 
calling him to her Relief, he led his Army up to 
the Walls of the City. The Grand Vizir tar- 
ried fome few Days before 72^^, or Javar'ia^ which 
he caufcd to be befieged ; but foon abandoning 
that Enterprize, he march'd up the Danube^ and 
in the Month of July came within Sight of the 
Capital of yiujlria. 
FGgtt of the The News of the Infidels Approach, and the 
Ei,^>enr. view of the Fires the Tartars had kindled on 
both Sides the River, threw the Emperor into 
the greateft Cohfternation. He quitted his Pa- 
lace with Precipitation, without carrying off with 
him either Furniture, Money, or Jewels. Moft 
of the Lords followed him without Equipages ; 
and they narrowly efcaped being feiz'd by the 
Tartars in the Neighbourhood of Liniz. The 
Emperor not thinking hirtifelf ftill fecure, though 
/ arrived in that Place, rcfolved to go a great way 
farther yet into Germany. His fecond Flight was 
as precipitate as the former, and attended with a 
Circumllance more deplorable. The Emprcfs, 
who was fix Months gone with Child, the Ladies, 
and the whole Court, without Lodging, Fire, or 

Provifions, 
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Provifions^ were oblig'd to pafs a whole Night 
in a Forcft, where, with much Difficulty, they 
got a Trufs of Straw to lay the Emprefs upon, 
who was in fuch Confternatioii, that fhe was 
ready to cry out. At la(t, Leopold arriving at 
PaJfaWj refted awhile, • and waited for the Evenc 
of the Siege of Vienna. 

The Trenches were opened on tht 14th of July. Di^jit\im4 
Befides the Hungarians^ *tranfihanians^ Tartars^*^^'^*^^ 
and the Troops which guarded the Bridges of 
Rabj the Turks alone made up a Body of 150000 
Men, who took up a Traft of Ground propor- 
tionable to their Numbers. The Grand Vizir's 
Quarter was upon the little rifing Hills which 
furround the Palace. Gk)ld and Jewels made, on 
evefy Side, a moft fplendid Shew in the midft of 
Mortars and Canhon. All the Terrors of War 
and the Siege were intermixed with the Pride and 
Pomp of Luxury. No Prince in Europe could 
appear more glorious, or more terrible. 

On the other Side, the City befieged was very ruc^miiii^M 
weak in feveral Places, and the Counterfcarp in»/'^^^'»* 
-a fad Condition. The Point of Attack was 
fiankM with two fmall Baflions^ and fortified by 
a Ravelin, which covered the Curtain* The 
Rampart lay clofe to the Houfes, and Ground 
was wanting to make a proper Retreat ; info- 
mudh, that if the firft Pous had been carried, it 
would have been impoflible to have held out . 
much longer. But there were Provifions in Vi* 
enna^ and Ammunition in abundance. There was 
a fiifficient Artillery, and managed by fkilful 
Hands. And the Gtarifon Were aiufted by a con-* 
fiderable Number of Citizens, who feend'd re- 
folvM to fave their Country, or periih in its 
Ruins. The Duke of Lorrain took his Pbft a 
fmall Diftance off on the left Side of the Danuhe^ 
as well to encourage the Beficg^ a* to be in 
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Rcadinefs to receive the Succours which flioaU 
arrive. 

The Siege was not carried on with that V^oor 
which the Turks ufually fhew upon fuch an Occa- 
fion. The firft Night they carried their Trendwf 
with^'n 60 Foot of the Foflc 5 but they icarca 
made any farther Advancement, A Battery of 
70 Pieces of Cannon was not able in fix Weeks 
Time to break down one fin^c Pan of the Ra- 
velin. Their Mines were all counterminetl : Not 
one of them fucceeded ; and their whole Ord- 
nance, through want of proper Managers, be- 
came ineffedual. 'Tis faid, that Muftapba pro* 
long'd the Siese with Defign ; and that to pn> 
ferve the Plunoer he expected to meet with, he 
was afraid of carrying the Place by Aflhult. 
i)«Ar 0/ "Whilft he lay before Vienna^ T^keti was bufy in 
rrckcii. Hungary. The Town of Presbourg having put it- 
felf under his Proteftion, the Hungarian Prince, 
fupported by a Body of 16000 Turks^ march'd to 
attack the Citadel. The Duke of Lorrain^ in- 
formed of his Motions, hazarded all to prevent 
them. He quitted his Poft, enter*d the Caftle of 
Preibcurg^ and drove out the Garifon which was 
in the Town, l^ekeli was polled within a Quarter 
of a League of them ; and it was judged proper 
to fall upon him. Lubormijki^ at the Head of 
2500, put him to flight, flew 800 of his Men, and 
oblig'd the refl: to retreat towards Tyrnaw. 

The Duke of Lorrain having repafs'd the Da- 
nuhe^ was preparing to throw a Bridge over it 
near Tala^ whilfl: Count Tekelu by the Orders of 
the Grand Vizir, entered Auftria. The Duke, 
informed of the Enemies March, went to meet 
them, and came up with them not far from Pi- 
femherg. The Enemy were pofted upon a riling 
Ground, from, whence two Battalions fell fo fierce- 
ly upon the Chriftian Troops, that they repulsM 

the 
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the Poles^ and overthrew all that flood in their 
way ; but the Duke's Dragoons put a Stop to 
their Fury, and charged them fo refolutely, that 
they were obliged to return to the main Body of 
their Army, which immediately was difperfed : 
Some of them fled towards la Markj and the reft 
towards the Bridges of Vienna. 

Sobieski in the mean time, preffed by the re-sobieiid 
peated Letters of Leopoldy march'd with 20000 J^'^^^^^^^ 
Poles 10 the Succour of the Place ; and joining I/Vi^> 
the Duke of Lorrain near Ollerbrun^ crofs'd the 
Danube at Tala^ over a Bridge which they had 
built, led his Army through the narrow Paflages 
which the Enemy might eafily have guarded, 
and feized upon the Mountains which furround 
Vienna^ and the Caftle of Claremberg^ which com-- 
mands the whole Country. The March prov'd 
fortunate, and the Succefs of it let Sobieski know^ 
that he had to do with an Enemy, who was 
either without Experience, or too full of Pre- 
fumption. The Chriftian Army encamped, on 
the I ith oi September^ on the Tops of the Moun- 
tains we have mentioned, and their Generals let 
them reft for one whole Day, that they might be 
fitter for Aftion on the next. The Engagement 
began by break of Day on the ^ide of Clarembergi 
The different Pofts feiz'd by the Infidels were 
covered with Inundations ; but notwithftanding 
this Advantage they were driven from them, and 
by Noon Sobieski was Matter of all the higher 
Ground, and prepared to fall, with a Body of 
Huflars, upon the Quarters of the Grand Vi- 
zir. 

Whilft the Chriftian Troops were thus bravclj^^^,^,,^ 
engaged, Muftapba^ making a Jeft of their Ai-^'^- 
fault, was drinking CofiTee in his Tent, with his 
two Sons and the Cham of Tdriary. He feat 
only 12000 Men to the EngaLgpttvRXvx c!t CUrcnw 
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herg^ and declin'd giving any Afliftance to ho 
Horfc, though actackM by the whole Imperial 
Army. But as foon as the Turkijb General, blind* 
ed by a fenfclefs Confidence, faw the Scandardi 
of Sohieski fo near him, his fooiifh Prefuaipcion 
was foon changed into Cowardice. His Coura« 
forfook him, and trembling and afiiighted, ht 
had no Strength but to fly. The Germans firft 
entered the Camp, as being neareft to it. The 
King reach'd it by Six in the Evening \ and be- 
fore Night there was not a ^urk to be feen. They 
found immenfe Riches. Sohieski wrote to lus 
Queen, that the Grand Vizir had niade him 
his fole Executor. 
y*4^ Mujlapha^ in the Siege oiFtenna^ afted con- 
^Ll* trary to all the known Rules of the Art of War, 
and the Advice of the oldeft Balha's. He ought 
firft to have conquered Javarin^ which he left 
behind him. In laying ficge to f^ienna^ he fplit 
the I'urkijh Crcfccnts againft that Rock, and gave 
into the Hands of the Chriftians the prodigious 
Wealth he had brought along with him. He 
might have taken the City before the Poles came 
up. He might have retarded their March, and 
covered his Lines, by guarding the narrow Paflcs 
which furrounded his Camp ; but he look*d upon 
the firft Advantages of the Chriftians with Con- 
tempt, and feem*d as if he had let them gain 
them only that he might chufe a Time to con- 
quer them at his Pleafure, in the midft of their 
Succefs. When they fell upon his Camp, it gave 
him no more Concern. His Troops were driven 
from Hill to Hill, without his fending them any 
Succours to fupport them. Laftly, he kept about 
him 150000 Men, to be as it were Speftators of 
the Engagement. Sohieski advances, and the Vi- 
2ir Waits his coming up in a State of Infenfibi* 
lity, at if it were to deliver into his Hands his 
3 ^ ^vcK 
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rich Pavilions. A miftaken Courage blinds him, 
and conceals his Danger from him j and when he 
difcerns it, *tis only to pafs from one Extreme of 
Prefumption, to another of Terror and Confter- 
nation. This great Viftory coft the Chriftians no 
more than the Lofs of 600 of their Men. As the 
Infidels made but a weak Refiftance, and were not 
purfued, there were but a fmall Number of them 
left upon the Field of Battle. 

Sobieskij upon his Entrance into Vienna^ which 
he had fo lately delivered, went dircftly and 
prefented himfelf before the Altar, to return his 
Thanks to Almighty God, and joined himfelf in 
the Te Deuntj with his Countenance fixed upon the 
Ground, and the moft lively Expreflions of Ad- 
miration and Gratitude. The People were bufied 
in finging his Praifes, and looking upon him with 
Wonder and Aftonifliment, whilft the King attri- 
buted the whole Succefs of his Arms to Heaven. 

The Emperor returned into the Capital of his^eoj^y*. 
Dominions on the 14th of the fame Month; and ^'^«'*"«^« 
then, (hewing himfelf as haughty as he had ap- 
peared dejedted before, he let Sobieski know, that 
he would not pay him the Honours which were 
given to Kings in other Courts. At a Time when 
Leopold was recovering, as I may fay, his Crown 
from the vidtorious Hands of the Polijh Monarch, 
he contefted upon a vain Ceremonial. It was at 
laft determined, that they fhould meet in open 
Field •, and the Interview was made at Schwecb^ 
within a League and half off fi-om Vienna. 

As foon as the Emperor appeared, Sobieski went 
to meet him, and faid to him in Laiin^ That he 
was very glad that Heaven had profpered his 
Endeavours and his Friendfhip. Leopold gave no 
Anfwcr, either thro* the Haughtinefs of his Dif- 
pofition, or that he was ftruck with Aftonifhmenc 
at the Sight of his Deliverer. T^o \>v^^ ^tx 
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he fenc Prince James a Sword fct round widi Dia- 
monds, and three thoufand Ducats to every one 
of the Polijh Generals, He wrote a Letter like- 
wife to the young Prince, in which, to excuie 
himfelf for not having before taken Notice of 
|iim, he told him, that the Remembrance of the 
Dangers he had run, and the Prcfence of the 
Prince to whom he owed his Prefervation, had 
made at once fo great an Impreflion upon him, 
that he was in a manner infcnfible. However this 
was, Sohieski was treated with Ingratitude, and 
the Promifes which had been made him were for- 
gotten, as foon as the Service was done. 

The Polijh Lords, provok'd to fee their King 
fo difrefpeftfully treated, would have perfuaded 
him to retire ; but a Senfe of Glory prevailed 
more upon him, and he determined to finifli the 
Campaign, 
AfataJEif-- Upon raifing the Siege o^ Vienna^ the Ottoman 
r^«rPoJc5. Army retreated into Hungary to the Neighbour- 
hood of Gran. A large Body of Troops had 
pafled the Danube over the Bridge of Barkham^ 
and had fpread themfelves by Pelotoons around 
that Forr, in the Orchards which lie along the 
Banks of the River. The King of Poland form'd 
a D;:fign of diQodging them from that Poll -, and 
that the Poles might have all the Glory of the 
Expedition, he did not communicate his Projeft 
to the Duke of Lorrain. Upon the Approach of 
the firft Line of the Chriftian Troops, the ^urks, 
who had recovered themfelves, fell upon them ; 
and their Numbers being confiderably augmented, 
they drove back the Poles^ and kili'd a great 
Number. Sobieski himfelf was never in fo great 
Danger. Though he could not have thought the 
Enemy would have been beforehand with him, 
nor expefted they would have engaged fo foon, 
he gave immediate Orders, and ftood firm with 

a Body 
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a Body of Cojfacks and fome Horfe. The Tirii, 
with their Sabres in their Hands, fell upon him 
fo impetuoufly, that his Battalion was (haken, and 
in a Fright turn'd their Backs upon the third On* 
fet. Defcrted by his Soldiers, he was obligM to 
fly with them 5 and being briskly purfu*d, and 
fcarce kn.wn by his own Men, he narrowly 
efcaped being ftifled in the midft of the Prefs, 
Twice a ^urkijb Soldier attempted to cut off his 
Head ; and if a Gentleman, and the Mafter of his 
Horfe, who never left him, had not diverted 
thofe fatal Blows, the great Sobieskij who had 
efcap'd the Dangers of fo many Battles, muft 
have loft his Life in that Skirmifli. He was fo 
fatigu'd, and covered over with Duft, Sweat and 
Blood, and fo fpcnt with the Heat of the Wea- 
ther and the Engagement, that he was not able to 
fit upon his Horfe. His Head declined upon his 
Breaft, and as he was fat and heavy, he was in 
danger of being either fuflbcated or filing into 
the Hands of the Enemv. His Gentleman and 
the Mafter of the Horlc took hold of him by 
one Arm, and keeping his Head up ftrait for fear 
of Suffocation, they let go the Bridles of their 
Horfes, and fo efcaped. 

Vengeance followed clofe at the Heels of this ^V'^"^ 
Affront. A Report was fpread among the Turks^ be^rtu 
that the King was flain. Fired with their Ad* "^"'^^ 
vantage, and freed from the Fear of that terrible 
Thunderer, they defired o^ Kara Mufiapba a Sup- 
ply of Troops, to exterminate the Remains of 
the Chriftian Army. The Grand Vizir imme- 
diately difpatchM a numerous Body of Horfe, 
and ordered Tekeli to advance towards Barkham 
with 30000 Men under his Command ; but be- 
fore thefe Supplies could arrive, SobUiki got the 
Start of the Enemy. In (hort, upon the 
oiOSobety two E^avs after the Defeati 
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fot on Horfe-back by Break of Day, and Jtat 
is Troops in order of Battle. The Right Wum 
he commanded in Perfon, the Left be committed 
to the Grand General of the Crown, and gave 
the Center to the Prince of Lorrain. 

Rage and Fury feem'd to animate the Turks 
upon the firft: Onfet, and to fupply their want of 
Numbers. The Chriftian Troops fell upon them 
with a Rapidity equal to their Kefiftance. The 
Bafha's of Buaa^ Silejiria^ and Caramaniay made 
prodigious Efforts, and long fufpended the Vic- 
tory, which the Courage of the King of Poland^ 
and the good Order he had eftabliftied, at laft 
carried in favour of the Chriftians. Sobieskiy by 
placing himfclf in the Right Wing, as we have 
already obferved, had a Defign to fall down to- 
wards the River, and throw himfelf betwixt the 
Enemy and their Bridge. When their Ardour 
began to abate, he ftretch*d out his Forces by 
little and little into the lower Plain, and drew 
towards the Danube. Upon this Motion the In- 
fidels, who were apprehenfive for their Bridge 
and the Fort of Barkbam^ broke their Ranks to 
get thither before him. They were briskly pur- 
fu*dj and foon thrown into Confufion. The Way 
was too narrow to receive them all. Part caft 
themfelves into the Danube, and there periflied. 
Others expired under the Sword of the Conqueror. 
A great Number ran towards the Bridge, which 
being overloaden, was broke down. A moft 
dreadful Slaughter then followed. Barkbam was 
attacked by the Polijh Foot, and carried by Af- 
jault. The Soldiers gave way to their Fury, and 
glutted their Hatred againft the Infidels. *Twas 
in vain to throw down their Arms ; they fpared 
none. They refufed to hearken to a Capitula- 
tion ; and the Conquerors, deaf to the Voices of 
th(sir own Officers, would not be prcvaird on tq 
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defift from Slaughter, till there were no more 
Enemies to be (lain. There fell that Day 12000 
Turks. 

The Aftion was over, and the Chriftian Army 
already Conquerors, when Tekeli appeared upon 
the neighbouring Mountains ; but upon feeing 
the Defeat of his Allies, he retreated. *Tis 
thought that his Slownefs was a Confequence of 
the Intelligence he held with the King of Poland^ 
and that he might have come up fooner. The 
Grand Vizir fiifpeAed it> and caqfed him to be 
taken up fome Time after. The Fruit of this 
Viftory was the Conqueft of Gran^ which fur- 
renderM after a Siege of five Days. The Sultan 
attributed the Lofs of this City to the Negligence 
and Inability of Kara Muftapba^ and caus'd him 
to be ftrangled. 

After this glorious Campaign, Sohieski fet for- 
ward upon his Return into his own Dominions. 
In his March he made himfelf Mafter of Zatkin^ 
which broke all the Schemes of the Infidels, who 
had refolved to fall upon him in his Retreat. A 
few Days after, the Poles defeated an Army of 
40000 Turks and Tartars near Ftlgrotin. The 
Coffacksj Moldavians and fFalacbians then entered 
the Province of Butriac^ where they flew above 
1 00000 Perfons. 

The next Year the King cnter'd into a League 1 684. 
OfFenfive and Defenfive with the Emperor, and rreaty ^ith 
the Republic ot Venice, againft the Turks. Whilft^t"^^^ 
the Imperialijis were engag'd upon the Danube, ^'^^/y^- 
and the Venetians in the Morea, the Poles were to""** 
employ the Forces of the Infidels by an Attack 
on the Side of IValacbia. By a fecret Article of 
this Treaty it was ftipulated, that this Province 
and Moldavia fliould be abfolutely fubjeft to Scbi- 
eski, and that he might difpofc of them to his 
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x686. cldeft Son. Two Years after, the King drew tk 
Czar olMufcov^i into thii League, with the Hb- 
ipodar of MAaama^ who promifixi to declare fo 
him, as foon as the Poib ihould fet footii^ ia 
his Country. 
9^ic«r<»- SohksJd march'd towards this Ezpedidoo with 
^MoUt- ^1 t]ie Ardour imaginabk. The Advantages his 
Family would find in it, were a jpowerful Modve 
to enj^ige him to it. He was followed by the 
braveft Spirits in all Poland. All the Lords and 
Generals entered into the Service, and the Re- 
public had not of a long Time fent abroad fo 
nne and great an Army* The Campaign was 
opmed in the Beginning of Jul% The King 
would command in Peribn, tho' the Lords com* 
plain'd chat he^took fit)m them the bell Part of 
their Glory ; and this Jealoufy had already occa- 
fioned fomc Divifions. The Army entered M<A- 
daviay pafs'd the Prutb^ and leaving it on the 
Right, traversed vaft Plains, without the Appear- 
rherrtMbe- ^ncc of ?ny Enemy. They expefted the Hofpodar, 
vmld! ^^^^ by a private Treaty made with him, wa3 
'^ ' to join his Forces to the Poles ; but the perfidious 
Cantemir had changed his Mind, and was gone 
over to the Infidels. The King made himfelf 
Mafter of all the Places in the Province, and 
found no Oppofition to his Conquefts. But the 
Difficulty was, how to preferve a Country that 
lay quite open, without any one ftrong Place 
in it. 

After a March of four and twenty Moldavian 
Leagues, every one of which is as much as five 
French ones, without meeting with an Enemy, 
that he might not lofe the Fruit of that Expedi- 
tion, Sobiejki rcfolved upon proceeding as fer 33 
the Borders of the Black Sea^ and laying fiege to 
jlkierman or Bialogrodj in the Dubriac Province 
of the leflcr Tariar^j upon the Frpntiers of Mol- 
• davia. 
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Javia. The Army then turned towards that 
Quarter, but foon found it was impoffible to go 
forward, for the Tartars had laid the whole Coun- 
try defolatc, and had left neither Forage nor Pro- 
vifion. 

Sobiep^i then quitted this Defign to march along t^j^^^^hj- 
the Danube \ but this Scheme was attended with^^^if^* 
greater Difficulties than the former. There werciirwy. 
fo many Rocks, Woods, and narrow Lanes, 
which lay in the Way, that, befides the Ambu- 
fcades, they had Caufe to apprehend the Road 
was fo impafl&ble, that the Army muft have pe- 
riftied, it they had advanced too far. They 
therefore returned towards the Pruih : And then 
the Tartars and Moldavians came down from their 
Mountains, and fhcw'd themfelves in the Valley. 
As the Corn and Hay were full-grown and dry, 
their Detachments fet fire to the Fields, as the 
Negroes of Congo do in Africa^ to drive away the 
Lions and Leopards : And the Chriflian Troops 
oft fdw themfelves cover'd with Flames and Afhes. 
Befides this, they were oblig'd to engage in feve- 
ral Places, and always in a Situation of Difadvan- 
tage. The greatcft Danger was in crofling the 
BuccovineSj which were vail Solitudes, interfpers'd 
with Ditches and narrow Paffes between the Frutb 
and one Part of the Krapac Mountains. The 
Tartars proposed there to have quite deftroy'd the 
PoliJJj Army, when, fliut up in a kind of Prifon, 
they would not have been in a Condition to de- 
fend themfelves. To this end they placed an 
Ambufcade upon the Side of a Brook, which 
flow'd out of a Rock near a narrow Paffage, 
linM on each Side by a fteep Rock, and through 
which the Poles were obliged to march. They 
were upon the Point of falling inro this Snare, 
when a Dcferter luckily came to give them No- 
tics of the Danger which threatened them. In- 
formed 
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formed of the Place, and the Nature of the Am- 
bufcade, the King detach'd Rewm/ki^ the Trea- 
furerof the Crown, with a Body of feleft Soldiers 
who, climbing up the Mountain, fell upon tk 
Tartars from behind, as they lay afleep^ and in- 
tirely routed them* The Army then matxdi'd 
forward without znj Apprehenfion, and happilj 
arrived at Snyaiin m Pokatia. This Expecficioii 
had not indeed the Succe(s which was ej^^edlri i 
but this was (b far from cafting a Blemifh upon 
the Reputation ofSobieJkij that it ferved only to 
augment his Glory. 

The King ftood in need of all his Courage and 
Experience, to prevent any fatal Effedfcs fh>m the 
Moldaviatf% Treachery. Not feeing him come 
up, he was for marching into the Budziac^ or as 
far as the Danube. His Courage led him thither ; 
and he would have compafled his Defigns, if the 
Ways had been paflablc. In his Return, his Skill, 
and the Order he caufcd to be obferved, faved 
his Army, and were equivalent to the Laurels of 
a Viftory. The ten thoufand Greeks^ whofe Story 
is given by Xenopbon^ were not exposM to greater 
Dangers, nor retreated out of Perfia with more 
Honour, than the Poles from the Mountains of 
Moldavia. 

A few Months before the King of Poland's 
Death, Count Jablownowjkiy Grand General of 
the Kingdom, and Sapiebaj Grand General of 
Lithuaniaj gain'd a Viftory over the Turks and 
Tartars near Niejier. The Infidels left 4000 of 
their Men upon the Field of Battle, and loft be- 
fides 5000 Waggons loaden with Provifions and 
Ammunition, dcfign'd for KaminieCy with the 
Money which was to pay the Garifon. The 
Poles loft but twelve Men in the whole Aftion. 

Sobieski 
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Sobiejki had for fome Time declined appearing 1696. 
at the Head of the Army, either thro* an.Incli-^^'x*' 
nation to filence the Complaints of the Lords, 
who were difoleasM that he gave them no Oppor- 
tunity of diftinguifhing themfelves, or that his 
Age and Sicknefs would not admit of the Fatigue. 
He died in ftiort on the 17th of June at VUlanovay 
near Warfawy of a Swelling, which ended in a 
Dropfy. He liv'd feventy two Years, and reign'd 
two and twenty. 

His Courage raisM him to the Throne, and his Bh cbar^- 
future Conduft fliew'd, that he deferv'd his good'*^" 
Fortune. He knew how to join a good Tafte for 
the Sciences, to a thorough Acquaintance with the 
Art of War, and could as well harangue in a 
Diet, as fight at the Head of an Army. If he 
heapM up Riches, and feem*d of 4 fparing Dif- 
pofition, the Interefl of the Republic always got 
the better of his Temper. When he was no more 
than Marfhal of the Crown, he oft nude ule of 
his Wealth towards difperfing thofc vaft Armies 
of ^T^r/tfri and Cojfacks^ which invaded the King- 
dom with fo much Fury ; and in the Campaign 
of Vienna J he diftributed his Treafures with a kind 
of Prodigality, which was fo mucli die more 
commendable, that if he was naturally fond of 
laying up Riches, he facrificed his own Inclination 
to the NeceflTities of the State. 

Vienna favM, and feveral other Exploits, have 
immortalized the Name of Sobiejki. If he did not 
recover Kaminiec^ as he gave Caufc to hope that 
he would, upon his coming , to the Crown, the 
Reafon was, becaule the Republic had then nei- 
ther Cannon, Powder, or Engineers. And what 
could Sobiejki do in this Condition ? His Courage, 
thro* the Want of his Subjefts AlTiftance, was 
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conftrain'd againft his Inclination to remain un** 
adive. In the following Reign the Turks gave back 
Kaminiec ; and this Reftitution ought rather to 
be looked upon, in fome fort, as a Confequence of 
the Victories which Sobie/ki and the Impenalifts hb 
Allies, had gain*d over the Enemies of the Cbri- 
ftian Name, than attributed to any Efforts of 
Augujius and the Poks for the Recovery of that 
important Place. 

Sobiejki had brought the Cojjach under much 
greater Subjedlion than they were before ; the 
MufeovUes were his Allies ; the Turks were beaten 
in every Quarter, and prefum'd not to enter upon 
his Frontiers ; the Kingdom, enrich'd with their 
< Spoils, enjoy 'd a profound Peace, whilft the King, 
at the Head of his Troops, was exposM to all 
the Hazards of War in an Enemy's Country ; 
and laftly, he had carried the Glory of the Nation 
to the higheft Point of Perfeftion. 

And yet this Prince, fo defervingof the Throne, 
met with but ungrateful Subjefts. The Emperor 
fhew'd but little Gratitude for the Services he had 
rendered him ; and the CoMVt of Vienna^ not fatisfied 
with refufmg Prince James the Arch-duchefs, who 
had been promised him, opposed the Marriage of 
that young Prince with the Princefs Radzivil. 
The Poles likewife but ill requited the good Offices 
of Sobiejki. The Houfe of Sajiehaj which he had 
drawn from Obfcurity, and raisM to the higheft 
Offices in the Duchy of Lithuania^ confpired 
againft him in 1683. Radzieiowjki his Relation, 
for whom he had procured a Cardinal's Cap, and 
had advanced him to the Dignity of Primate, 
became his Enemy. JVielopolJki^ the Brother-in- 
law to the Queen, join'd with the Prelate ; and 
'tis faid, theie two Lords form'd a Faftion to de- 
throne their Benefaftor, Laftly, his Death gave 
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mtisfaftion to moft of the Poles^ and the reft 
5«cmM little concern'd at it. The Events which 
ave followed, and the bloody Revolutions which 
Elve fallen out in the Kingdom fince his Death, 
^ght to make him be extremely regretted, and 
it the Poles fee how much preferable the Rei^n 
f fuch a Piafte, as Sohiejki was, muft necefiarily 
^ to the Government of any Foreigner. 
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^ BIE SKI was fcarcc dead, before Cardi- 
nal Radzieiow/iij Arcbbifhop of Gnefna^ and 
Prinniace of the Kingdom, came to fFarfaw^ 
where he made his Entry as Regent, during the 
Interregnum. 

Vlb!^!^ Within two Days after, the Senate met and 

^war^!'fixed*the«Convocation of the Dietines throughout 

the Kingdom, to the 29th ofjuly^ and the Diet 

of Eledtion, to the 29th of Juguji in the fame 

Year, The private Affcmblies of each Diftrid 



were full of Tumult and Confufion i and the onlyj 
Article of Moment agreed on by them was, tl 
the EleAion fhould be made by the Pofpolite, or 



Article of Moment agreed on by them was, thaf 
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Affembly of the Nobility of the Kingdom* 
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The Preliminary Diet was open'd on the 29th p^^^^'^''^'^ 
of jiuguft \ and after very warm Debates, the 
Deputies made choice of Humiecki-^ Stolnick or Ma-: 
fter of Podolia^ the Nephew of the Palatine of 
Kiow^ to be Marfhal of the Diet, or Dif edlor of 
the Convocation. The new Marfhal recommended 
himfclf to the Nobility, by his great Zeal Jn fup- 
porting the Honour and Intereft of that principal 
Body of the Nation ; and the Deputies likewifc 
took part with him, in the fmall Difference he 
had with the Cardinal Primate. The Cardinal, 
offended with fome Infinuations to the Prejudice 
of the Queen,, which the Marfhal had indiredUy 
let fall in a Difcourfe he made to the Senate, in- 
terrupted him, and defired he would explain what 
he meant by certain Expreflions m his Speech; 
Humiecki in his turn, affronte4 at the Cardinal's 
Demand, faid that the whole Body of the Nobi- 
lity was infulted in his Perfon -, and the Deputies^ 
to fhew that they refented the Injury, left the 
Room, with the greateft Part of the Senators, who 
all took a Pleafure in giving this Mortification to 
the Primate, as, through his Zeal for the Queen 
he was become a Sharer in the general Hatred 
which they bore towards that Princefs. 

Whilft the Poles were mutually expreffing ihtir irr^^im 9f 
Jealoufies in the Diet, the Tartars made anlr-J^p^SU. 
ruption into Podolia, carried off a great Number 
of Slaves of every Age and Condition, drove away 
the Cattle, and fct fire to the Fields of Corn. The 
Army of Poland march'd towards thofe Quarters^ 
to pu| a Stop to their Ravages \ and if they had 
been joined by the Forces oilJtbuama^ they would 
have doubtlefs effedualjy prevented them^ but 
none of the Misfortunes of the Republic were 
fuf&cient to make the latter Army move olie 
Seep. 

' "^ The 
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^5^- The Republic, thus become a Prey to Strangers, 
>«^V was likewifc torn to pieces by its own Subjedb. 
ptiiad. Boffiflaus Baronowjki^ a Gentleman whofc Family 
had been ennobled by having given Biith to an 
Archbifliop of Gnefna, was left by his Father 
with fo fmall an Eftate, that he was in no Condi* 
tion to live as became his Quality. He had 
likewife fpent the fmall Fortune his Wife brought 
him, whom he had married only for her Money, 
Undei^ thcfe Circumftarrces ofBoguJlaus^ the Army 
of the Crown demanded the Arrears that were due 
to them ; and this Gentleman, who look'd upon 
Poverty as the greateft of Evils, laid hold of the 
Opportunity to make his Fortune. << And is this 
•• then, (cry'd he to the Mutineers) is this the 
•' Reward of our Blood fo often fhed in Defence 
«' of the Republic, that we muft be left to pe- 
** rifli? Ah! rather let us be beforehand with 
** the Turks and Tartars. Let us take from them 
•* the Means of plundering the Frontiers, by pay- 
•* ing ourfelves with our own Hands, and carrying 
** off thence whatever we can. But why fhould 
•* I call it carrying off? It is preferving the Sub- 
«< ftance of the Republic ; for by this means the 
•* Enemy will be difappointed of their Prey, and 
•* the Republic difcharged of their Debts. *' 

Thcfe Sentiments of Bogujlaus were too agree- 
able to the Intentions of the Seditious, to meet 
with any Contradiftion. On fuch Occafions the 
Eyes of the Multitude are fixed .upon him who 
has moll Boldnefs and Refolution. Bogujlaus was 
unanimoufly proclaimed General of the Army, 
and they cloak'd their Revolt under the Name of 
The Confederation. 
Dtputiesjint xhe new General laid a great Part of the Coun- 
tHiJ^Diet/^^Y under Contribution, and prefently after dif- 
patched his Deputies to the Senate. When they 
came thither, they boldly demanded, that the 

Army, 
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Army, which confifted of 30000 Men, (hould 
be paid all the Arrears which were due to them 
for ten Years paft. Thefe Demands were ac- 
companied with Menaces, and all flood amazed 
to fee the Republic thus braved by its Subje^tsj 
and Laws in this manner impos'd upon it. 

But this DciTiand, though made by Mutineers, 
was notwithftanding juft. All the World was 
convinced, that it was both neafonable and necef- 
fary, but the Means were wanting to fatisfy it; 
as the Finances had been in the Hands of that 
fort of People who live upon the Misfortunes of 
the Public. It was then propofed to apply the 
Treafures, hoarded, up by Sobiejki^ to this Ufe; 
but the Retreat and Proteftations of the Deputy 
of Czernichovia warded off fo fatal a Blow from 
the Royal Family. 

This Step broke up the Diet, which could ^f/'^ 
-not be renewed but by the Removal of the Op- '' "'^' 
pofition. Part of the Deputies, however, agreed 
upon thirteen Articles, which principally con- 
cerned the Eftablifhment pf the Romijb Religion, 
the Liberty of the Eledion, which was limited 
to the Time interpofed betwixt the 15th of Af^y, 
and the i6th of June \ the Payment of the Ar-^^J^.^ 
my, and the Affairs of the late King's Houlhold.r^, />/>/!"* 
One of thefe Articles excluded all the Piajles^ or 
Natives of the Country, from the Crown, that by 
this Means all the Troubles might be prevented 
which could arife from Jealoufy. 

There were likewife fome fruitlefs Attempts in 
the Diet, to make up the Differences between 
Prince Sapiehuy the Palatine of ^///^, and Grand 
General of Lithuaniaj and the Bilhop of IVilna^ 
who had excommunicated him for quartering his 
Troops upon the Eftates of the Nobility and 
Clergy. Some time after the breaking up of the 
Diet, the Army of Utimajm 4 ' ^ \^ 

7 
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Cmifidir^ federation, under the Command of Ogf^/, Grand 

'2i'f Enfign of the Duchy. The Eftatcs of Sapieha 

^-ttk"*""* and his Adherents were plundered by thefe new 

Rebels, who marched aga nft them, and cut off 

a great Number of them. 

Whilft Sapieha was obftinately facrificing them 
to his own Vengeance, rather than the Tranquil- 
fC'pJuZe^^ of the Public, his Couriers intercepted a Let- 
o/wttcps ter, from the Palatine of IViieps to the Queen ; 
wtercefud. jj^ ^j^^j^ j^^ conjur'd her to difpatch with all Speed 
a frefli Supply of Money, to refcue Oginjki from 
the Danger to which he was expofed. Sapieha 
caufed this Letter to be regiftred, and fent a Copy 
of it to all the Dietines throughout the Kmgdom, 
^2|f^5««.^^ charging the Qu5cn with the Revolt of the Army 
^tb!ltt^t\f of Lithuania. The leffer Diets received the Im- 
tbijrtiy. predion which the Grand General intended they 
fhould, and the Queen's Party was fo fhock'd 
With this unforefeen Accident, that they after- 
wards were never able to hold up their Heads. 

The Jbbe de Polignac^ Ambaffador of France \n 
Poland^ building his Hopes on thefe late Circum- 
ftances, and perceiving that the Troubles of Li-' 
thuania would be an Obftacle to the carrying on 
of his Defigns, prevailM upon the Son of Sapieha^ 
Petty Marlhal of the Duchy, and an intimate 
i^Ao7n- Acquaintance ot Oginjkiy to labour at an Accom- 
m, Gin^ai modation with his old Friend. And one of the 
of that Ar^ private Conditions of the Treaty was to be the 
'^^ Union of the two Parties, in favour of the Can- 

didate whom the Ambaffador of Fra?ice fLould 
propofe. 
Kov. »«. JibbS Polignac\ Projcft fucceeded, and the 
1696. Agreement being figned, the Confederates fub- 
mitted to the Grand General. Oginjki was very 
much blamed for coming to an Accommodation, 
without including the Bifhop offVilna^ who had 
been the Pretext of the Confederation. 

In 
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In the mean time, the Army of Poland^ ^^^^^^f^J^^ 
the Command of Bogujlaus^ plundered Ruffidj^oh^^ 
whilft the Tartars J to the Number of 50000, laid^*"^- 
wafte VoWinia. They returned loaden widi Spoils, voihinu 
carrying back with them a great Number oV^j^'^'^^ 
Slaves into their own Country. There were but 
few faithful Troops left to the Republic, where- 
withal to reftrain the Irruptions of the Tartars i 
and beGdes, they had Bufinefs enough upon their 
Hands from the Confederate Army. Poland was 
under the Apprehenfion of a fecond Irruptioa 
from thofe Barbarians^ when the French Ambaf- 
fador ofFer'd to divert the Storm, by compound* 
ing the Bufinefs with the Sultan for looooo Flo- 
rins. Such were the Methods made ufe of by 
that able M'.nifter, to fix the Poles more firmly 
in hi. Intereft, whom he had already gain*d by 
his Magnificence and Politenefs, and by that no- 
ble Addrefs and Opennefs of Behaviour, which 
never fail of procuring Refpeft and Confidence. 

In the mean time, all the Negotiations with the 1697. 
Confederate Army fell to the Ground. The General 
of thofe Troops plundered the Country adjacent 
to IVarfaWy and detach'd twelve Companies* 
which entered into Royal PruJJia. They more 
particularly ravaged the Eftate of the late King's 
Family; which raifed a Sufpicion that the Aov- 
baffadqr of France held fomc Correfpondence 
with them, and that he feemed defirous to put 
the Royal Faqijly out of a Condition to fuppor|: 
their Intcreft in the eqfuing Eleftion, tjiat t^c 
Candidate, prppofe^ by him, might ^nd no Qb- 
ftacle from that Quarter. The Politicians likc-f 
wife gave out, thaf he h^d proqiis'd t)iofe Troops 
^11 the Pay that was due to them, befides large 
Contributions for thi;ir Vcipe$» ^v-^*- ^nA ^|?qvc.^ 
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Qne bold Stroke proved a more powerful Rc- 
jncdy than all the Applications which, till then, 
had been made to the Rebels. BoguJIaus^ who 
was ever at the Head cf the Confederates, dif- 
owned the Treaty concluded by his Deputies at 
Leopold^ and ventured to juftify his Condudl by a 
Manifefto. The Commiflioners of the Republic 
affcmbled in that City, to bring back the Army 
to their Duty, made a Decree, by which the 
Marfhal of the Confederation, and his Soldiers, 
were declared Enemies to their Country. A great 
Number of the Confederates found in Bogujlaus a 
mere Tyrant, and feem*d difpofed to quit his 
Colours, to enjoy the Indemnity offerM them by 
the Republic. This General raifed their Envy 
by a Profufion, which would have fcarce been 
pardonM in a Prince. Befides, having difclaim'd 
the Deputies of the Army, who treated with the 
Piihop oi Plnjko^ and the other Commiflioners of 
the Republic, at Leopold^ he had condemned the 
principal of them to lofe his Head. This arbi- 
trary Proceeding gain'd him the DifafFedlion of 
the Confederates, and Compaflion for the mi- 
fcrable Deputy. Supporting the Jealoufy they had 
already conceived againft the Genera], forty Com- 
jf)anies divided from the reft of the Army, who 
were upon the Point of following their Example. 
BoguJlauSj fully fenfible of the Blow which this 
Defeftion gave to his Authority, and apprehend- 
ing that he might not foon be in fo good a Con- 
^^,^oyditipn to obtain advantageous Terms, made hafte 
Roland re- to fubmit, that he might not draw upon himfelf 
^utj** ''^ the Indignation of the Diet, which was upon the 
point or meeting. Count Jablonovj/ki^ wno was 
fufpcftcd to be at the Bottom of the Confedera- 
tion, prqmoted the Treaty, and took great Care 
to efface the fmallcft Footftcps of that Rebellion. 

Such 
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Such was then the Situation of P(?/ij»^, whofe i%7. 
Misfortunes arifing from the private Intrigues of 
the Pretenders to tiie Crown, were every Day in- 
creafing. At firft there appeared but a ftnall 
Number of Candidates upon the Stage, but they 
foon after offered themfelvcs in great Abundance. 
Prince James, the Jate King's eldeft Son, his {c-Cmfetitors 
cond Son Prince Alexander^ the Eleftor of fi^--'^'^'^'' 
variay the Grand Marshal of the Crown, the Grand 
General of Lithuania^ Opalinius Staroft of Nowe^- 
tnicifki^ the Princes of Contij Lorrain^ Baden^ 
and Newburg^ were all upon the Lifts, 

Befides the Favour of the Palatinates, the Ad.^*^>««» 
vantages on Prince Jatnes's Side, were the Scr-Tr^eLert. 
vices done by his Father ^ the Reputation him^nejidiun. 
felf had gained in two Battles againft the Turks^^H"^^* 
and at the raifing the S\tg(^ oi Vienna \ the Al« 
liance he had contrafted with divers fovereign 
Powers, by efpoufing a Princefs of Newburg^ 
whofe Sifters fhared the Thrones of the Empire^ 
Spainy 2ind Portugal \ the Inclinations of the King 
oi Sweden ; the Czar of Mufcovy^ the Eledtor Pj- 
latin^ and the Eleftor of Bavaria. 

But all thefe Advantages were counterbalance ^'('^Z- 
by the Queen his Mother, who was eagerly bent^Ui^' 
on placing her fecond Son upon the Throne. ^^'^^ 
Prince James, in great Indignation at the Queen's 
Conduft, forbore to pay her the Refpedt which 
was due to a Mother. And for her part, if 
ever fhc recolleftcd that he was her Son, it wag 
only to give an Edge to her Hatred, and dif- 
ferve him with the greater Warmth i but Ihe 
paid dear for her ill Treatment of him. Con- 
vinced at laft by Time, that it was impoflSble for 
her to raife her fecond Son to the Throne, Am- 
hWim w*« ' the Office of Nature: She^*''//<^' 

ddcftSon, talked of'"'^^"'^' 
him 
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him in a different Language than before^ and 
ifefcrib*d him in fairer Colotirs. But it wai then 
too late, aiid the Inipreffion (he had already made^ 
^s too deep to be eSaced. It was to no purpofir 
%o follicic cm Ambaflfador of France^ to join with 
her in favour of Prince Jarms. That Miniftes 
jpras far from entrjng into her Views ; he had even 
made aq Advantage of the Divifions between the 
Mother and the Son, to weaken the Intereft ofi 
the latter, and help forward the Scheme of fetting 
the Crown of Poland upon the Head of the Prince 
of Com. Supported by the Court of France^ and 
beloved by the: Poli/b Nobility, who allowed him. 
the Liberty of continuing at /iPiir/2rfe^, whiiftthey 
perlifted in keeping the Queen at a Diftance, be- 
thought it was Time to declare the Candidate, 
for ^hofe Advancement he was foilicitous. This 
he did in a Difcourfe addrefsM to the Diet of 
^^^f- Poland. The Ambaffadpr fpoke wkh that ftrong 
riMt i*- ^nd mpvipg Eloquence, which at the fame time 
cSSvS^rA* convinces and perfuades. He laid before the 
ha^iniTmu. polesthc XJ^ign of I^fiwis XIV. with the late King 
Sohiejki ; the Alliance of the two Nations, almoit 
from Time immeniorial •, the great Agreement of 
Manners between the French and PoUs ; the Soli- 
dity of the Treaties made by the Republic under 
rfie Protection of Franpe^ ^nd the Bower and 
plory of the King his Maimer, whofe Forces he 
c^ffer'd them againft their Enemies. He concluded 
his Difcourfe with flattering them as the only Peo-- 
ple, Y?ho h2^d preferved to thenifelvM the Priyi^ 
lege of frowning Virtue. 

Immediately the oppofice Parties to the Prince 
ofConti^ (hough divided amongft tbemfclves by 
diflferent Inte^efts, joined together, to fet afide 
his £le(5lion^ All the Courts in Europe refounded 
the Cpmpl^nts which were brought thither, and 
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linifters of rhc Allies at War with Francey 
took care to fprcad them throughout all PolamL 

Nor were thcfe the only Methods made ufe of, ^*'^fl^ 
in prejudice to the Prince of Gpir//, The Bifliop ,„«*,'", ^a, 
ofCujaviay to take off from the Zeal oi Abhe Po'f^*f^^f^ 
Ugnac^ wrote to that Ambaflador, to dcfire he itx-f /™ at:, 
would defift from any frnitlefs Attempts, and fave^"*^"^' 
^ the King his Mafter the Difcredit of not fucceed- 
ing in fuch an Affair as this. 

Abbi Polignac pijbliih*d the Anfwer he gave to Tit^mi^ji 
the Prelate's Letter, After having confuted his^^^^^^;^" 
Objedions^ he draws the Character of fuch 2,^'/H>y 
King as Pc?/^W required ; defcribcs the Prince of^">^^- ^ 
Conii i compares the two Pi6tu res» and fliews their ^| 

cxaft Refemblance, He then lays open, in ftrong ^M 

Terms, the Advantages the Republic would find H 

in the Eleftion of a Prince of France^ whofe ^M 

Country was divided from Poland^ by the Inter- H 

poHtion of vaft Seas, and immenft Territories; "H 

Advantages* which could not occur in any Princes, S 

who, from their Neighbourhood to the Kingdom, ^| 

might make them tremble for their Liberty. He S 

then makes large Promifes to the Nobility, and H 

concludes with defiring the Bifliop of Cujdvia to ^M 

embrace the Party, which was moft favourable to " 

the lotercft of the Republic. 

This Anfwer did not go without a Reply, Thcf^^^^^;"^ 
Author rallied the Poles for biting at the Golden 
Hook, which France had cart out for them. He fl 

then diftuffed the Reafons and Promifes of the H 

French AmbafTador, and concluded with faying, H 

that Poland wanted 'a King to make War upon H 

the Turkic and not upon Chriftian Princes, which H 

could not morally be cxpetted from the Prince H 

of Contu There were likewrfi.^ fent abroad fomc H 

other Remarks upon the Fr^jich Minifter*s Letter, H 

3Jut what concerned him mo ft in this 
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refs-d ajjainrthim, who 

char£;ed 
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rus^ charged him with having fppke difrefpefifully of 
^^ her, upon the Bifhop of C^dvi^% faying in lu» 






Pk»iiinu> Letter, that the £xample of the Queen, who was 
a Frtncb Woman, diverted Pdand from znj 
Thoughts of advancing « French Prince. "She 
complained of it to the Abhe de Polignac^ ia a very 
angry Letter. The Minifter wrote t6 her nUi- 
jelly, by way of Excufe, in Hopes to pacify her ; 
but this Step produced a Reply more full <^ 
Refentment than the former. 

But thefe were not the o/ily Contradiftionf 

jibbe Polignac had to ftru^le with from the Eoe- 

rbi cmrt ^mies of France. After having alarmed the Poweri 

^^^ of Europe^ upon the Eledlion of the Prince of 

^aij^AMConti^ and attempted to divert the Ambaflador 

S^i^' from the Purfuit of his Scheme, they fcnt Word 

to the Court of France^ That they fufFer'd them- 

felves to be miQed by the Enemies of the Houfe 

of Sobie/ki\ that the great Hopes, which made 

fuch a Shew in the Prince of Conti's Eyes in France^ 

were but falfe Lights in Poland \ and that laftly 

it was a mere Chimaera to imagine, chat Poland 

would ever fet a Frenchman upon the Throne of 

the Republic. The Miniftry of France^ without 

giving Ear too much to thefe Infinuations, thought 

it prudent however, not to pafs them over abfo- 

Abbe de lutely with Negleft. And thus Abbe deCaftagneres 

fml^^^di Cbateauneuf vi^% fecretly difpacchcd in February^ 

J^- under the Charafter of Envoy Extraordinary. 

^^97* Upon his Arrival in Poland^ in the Month of 

Aprilj he confirmed the Hopes of the Court of 

France^ and fent Word, that two Things only 

were wanting to the Succefs of the Ambaflador's 

Negotiations, which were, the making good his 

Promifes, and the Prince's Prefence. 

Whilft one Part of the PoUJh Nobility was fel* 
ling the Crown to the Prince of Conti^ the Palati- 
nates of CracQ/w^ Siradia^ and Leopold^ proposed a 

newt 
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new Candidate ; and this was Uvio Odefcalcbi^ ^^ ^^ 
the Nephew of Pope Innocent XL This Prince Pret/mUr m 
made mighty Offers to the Diet ; his Wealth was*^ ^''''^ 
fet forth with Oftentation ; and this was to be 
given to the Republic as an Hoftagc for the Per- 
tormance of his Promifes. 

The PoIeSj who are naturally fond of Raillery, *^'^f« 
repay 'd the //tf/w»*s Good-will with a Pafquinadc,3!i^-i/ 
and the Confiftorial Advocate Monti-Caffini his 
Envoy had the Vexation to fee himfelf traduced 
as the Sollicitor of a Caufe, which, they faid, his 
Matter was profecuting in Poland. To thefe Rail- 
leries they added, that Odefcalcbi^ to gain his Point, 
was fending over into Poland all the CurioGties of 
//tf/y, fuch as the Drawings of great Matters, and 
antique Statues, which were valued at conGder- 
able $ums in the Catalogue they then fent abroad 
of them. They faid farther, that he defi^ncd a 
Medal of Otho in Brafs, for the Payment of two 
Quarters of the Army, and that lattly, he would 
ingage to grace Poland with the Statues of Pafquin 
and Morforio^ as foon as ever he fliould be 
crowned. 

The Prince of Newburg alfo appeared amongft^^j^ 
the Pretenders, but without Money, and fir ica^dau. 
from being the Dupe of the Elcdlor's Avarice. 

The Prince of Baden likewife, one of the^«f''^ 
greateft Generals of his Age, offered himfelf in Bldtl^ 
the Number of the Competitors. His Valour 
had fecured the Throne of the Empire ; fav*d 
^ranfilvaniaj and triumphed over the T«r*/ at 5/j- 
lamkemen. Germany ow'd to him tlic Safety of 
the Confederate Army upon the Rbincj and he 
was beGdes the Lord of a Country, rich enough 
to fupport its Prince without injuring his cledtivc 
Dominions, and a Country fo Gtuate as to give 
no Umbrage to the Polijh Liberty. The Eledlor 
of Brandenbourgj who fcrv'd him upon this Occa- 
'" ' fion. 
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fion, made him pay for his Inicreftn 
ing him to promile the Ceflion of tht 
or Royal Pruffta^ and the Difcharge 
and Homage which that Prince owi 
for Ducal Prujfia. 
TUDu^t*/ The Duke ot Lorram\ Mother 
J2JJ2J?' Diet* in favour of her Son > but 
V'JT '* elghtcenYcars old, and ftrippd of hi: 
/flvf/^ i/"'^ Situation by no means favourable 
Acr^«. chafing a Crown. It is not known f 
fons the Eledor oi Bavaria^ who mi 
tain*d Suffrages, of a fudden forbo 
them. Some have Paid, that he 
Views of the Court of Vienna^ whicl: 
ftill to continue him at the Head of 
in the Ij^'w Couniries^ in Oppofitioi 
but the Intereft of another docs not 
Motive powerful enough to make or 
Acceptance of a Crown. 
Lubnmirfti, Tfac Grand Marfhal of the Croi 
wY.bk. ^^^ ^ich Staroft of Nozvemicyjkt, an 
vii.fn^ General 
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Count Jahloywwjkiy the firf 
in the Kingdom^ fhewed the 
wife upon the Lifts. It was though 
dcfpairing of the Advancement of 
mily, eniploy*d the feeble Remaini 
ty> in favour of JabbnoTsaJki^ upon C 
by marrying of her, he (hould give 
one half of the Crown, which he o^ 
her Intereft. 
cb^^^Mt, ^ xhe Prince of Conti^ born brave, 
Bourbons^ was beiov*d by the People 
biJity. He was trained up to the 
under the Dire<Sion of his Uncle 
Condi^ and had given glorious Proof: 
his Skill in that Science, but of 1 
withal, and a thoufand other cxceflc 
tiQns* Such was the King, whoj 
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ofFcr'd to Poland. And the Gompctitors of diis 
Prince had indeed feveral Adherents, but there 
were united in him alone more than all the reft 
could boaft of together. 

The Ambaflador of France began to think, with 
all Poland^ that the Prince of Conti would prevail 
over all his Competitors, when a formidable Ri-- 
val rofe up, to ftagger his Hopes. Frederic -^^•^'J^^^! 
gujlus^ Eleftor of Saxony j having had a Conference ^^/saxonV 
at Drefden^ with John Prxehendowjld Caftelan oV^^^ 
Culm^ who had married the Daughter of General CrwwJrf 
Fleming the Favourite of Augujlus^ and fince his****^*^ 
firft Minifter, followed the Inftruftions of that 
Polijh Gentleman. This Caftelan, at firft, em- 
braced the Intereft of the Prince of Conti ; but dc- 
ligning to raife his Fortune by his Suffrage, and 
confidering that there were a great Number in 
that Party, who by their Rank and Merit would 
naturally be preferred before him, when the 
Prince came to reward thofe who had rais'd him 
to the Throne, he refolved to apply himfelf to a 
Candidate, who ihould owe his Advancement 
only to him. He was a bold Man, and made for 
the carrying on of an Intrigue ; but is faid to 
have not been lb brave in the Field, as in a Diet. 
His Alliance with Fleming was the Original of the 
Rife of Augufius. 

Przehendowjki having wrote to this General, te 
fend him Word what they talk'd in Germany of 
the Eleftion of a King of Poland^ Fleming made 
Anfwer, that the Eledor of Saxony was defirous 
of being ranked in the Number of the Preten- 
ders to the Crown. Upon this the Caftelan pri- 
vately takes a Journey to Drefden, and confers 
with the Ele£tor upon the Means of fucceeding 
in his Defign. He laid before him^ that the Am- 
baffador of France was not able to get any more 
Money from the Bankers, (ince he had taken up 

600,000 



PnAa^' 600,000 Livres, which were already diftiibuted 
f^^^ among the PoUs\ chac it was Hardly probable die 
dim r*-^ King of France would hazard the fendiog of Mo- 
'fSTLpf^ney mfpede^ efpecially at a Time when it wpuU 
jjf^^*' be difficult to hinder his Enemies from feiziog 
^^^ upon the Supply, which they very much ftood in 
need of, towards carrying on the War^ tbat 
the Eledor need only make his Offers^ and he 
muft gain the Crown % that the Nobility cod- 
ccrned, would be always more firongly influence 
bv ready Money, than the Sums they had either 
already received, or were put in Hopes of hav- 
ing hereafter ; and that laftly, among People 
who fought for nothing but Money, the laft Gifcr 
had always more Intereft than they who had al- 
ready fpcnt their Subftiance upon them. 

The Eleftor, purfuant to thefc Inftrudioas, 
laid up the Funds that were neceffary •, and hav- 
ing taken his Meafures with the Court of Rme^ 
towards removing the Obftacle of Religion, he 
Chevalier privatcly fent Colonel Fleming to IVarfaw. This 
JlSuf^fpo. Miniftcr prefcnts the Ambaflador with a Letter 
hnd, from the Eieftor. Jbbe Polignac was furprized, 
when they alk*d him, if he had received no Or- 
ders from the King, with whom the Eledlor in- 
linuated that he had treated by the Mediation of 
TiejimBaf- Cardinal Janfon. He very civilly anfwcr'd. That 
^Z^^: he had no Orders ; that befides he did not know 
#/i«f c«i«*fwhat Foundation the Eleftor had for the Eo- 
22ai-, ^" quiry ; that the Hopes of the Prince of C^xft* 
Sehem. ^gj.^ ncvcr jn a better Situation, than at prefent; 
that his Eledtoral Highnefs was perhaps prevaifd 
on by the Mi (reports that were fpread abroad, 
which were merely an Artifice of the Queen's i 
and that laftly, France would fupply him abun- 
dantly with all the Sums of Money that were rc- 
quilice upon any Occafion. 

Thf 
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The Court of Drefden^ not fatisficd with the 
^Ambaflador's Anfwcr, went on brifkly in the 
Purfuit of their Scheme, which we fhall loon fee 
put in Execution. 

In the mean while the Day fix'd for the Diet 1697. 
of Eleftion drew nigh. They made hafte to finifli nt ofenh^ 
the Fort and Bridge, which is ufually built over the^^^j^^ 
yijiula, upon the Eledlion of a King. And laftly, 
upon the 15th of A/tfjf, the Primate open'd the 
Diet with the ufual Ceremonies, and the Bifhop 
of Plojko made a Speech, to exhort the Poles to 
lay afide caballing, and confer the Crown upon 
the beft Deferver. 

The Diet could come to no Conclufion, before 
the Eleftion of a Direftor or Marfhal, whom the 
Greater Poland was to fupply. But they could 
not agree about the Choice of this Officer. The 
<^een's Party, and the Faftion o{ France^ were 
defirous the Eleftion iliould fall upon a Perfon 
devoted to their particular Interefts. After great 
Difficulties, it was determined at lafl, to put an 
icnd to them, by referring the Eleftion of the 
Marlhal to the Votes of the Pofpolite. HutniecH 
Marlhal of the Preliminary Diet, who for that 
very Reafon was excluded from all Claim to this 
Dignity, colleded the Voices, and the Majority 
inclined to Count Bielinjki. Of all the Pretenders Bdimki 
to this Honour, this Lord was the moft agreeable^*" --^ 
to France. He had married the Daughter of^ief. 
Count Morftein, who had a great Eftate in this 
Kingdom. This Lady, who had an Heart in- 
tirely French^ had a great Intereft amongfl: the 
two Orders of the Nobility, and a great Afcen- 
dant over her Husband. 

A Month was (bent in Debatei, whe^ ^'^A' jtn. i^. 
was eleded Marfhal cf tl** XIW 
great Aflembly that thi 



to Salei The Pretencleftfbid' op for ir Ma Dnm 
of Extravagance I but the Gitmiaefiw tint He^ 
of Nobility was too great to be iadified; 
A|«rmnW[ The Agent of the Elector titSmw^ vtrf tth^ 
^ perly diftributed large Sums amon^ the NobOicjr, 
and omitted nothing that might mm the o pp ofiic 
Parties. He very artfully oppofed the Deeds (of 
Saxot^ to the Promifes of FrMCi \ and no Day 
m(s'd» but he found means to draw over Ibme 
yoioes from the Rivals of his Mafter. An A&ir 
fo well conduced, and fupported by foch aAnsI 
Performances, laid the Foundation of his Prince's 
Greatnelsv He wa^ not ignorant that the com 
tending Parties would ^ch keep firm to tbetr n* 
ipedive Candidate ; biit he fordiw withal, chat to 
avoid a Rupture, they would be at laft obliged to 
call their Eyes upon a third Perfon, who would 
pay them liberally for their Voices, which the 
Neceflity of coming to an Agreement would pro* 
cure him from them. 
nfFHmii He Was not miftaken in his Expectations* As 
Jf^ti'^the Promifes of France were not performed, the 
^'^j^*- Friends of the Prince of Coniij meeting at the 
iMrv. " Cardinal Primate's, the Palatin of fFUna com- 
plained heavily of the Delays of France. They 
thought however, that the Prince's Arrival would 
haften the Execution of the Amballador's Pro^ 
'mifes; and therefore they difpatched Letters^ 
which were already drawn up, to prefs the Prince 
to make hafte into Poland. 
ASmst After many Debates, the Diet gave Audience 
^2LfJ^ ^^ ^hc Ambaffadors of foreign Powers. Daviaj the 
'— \ «Ar Pope's Nuncio, was heard on the 20th Day of the 
Month, and the Bilhop of Pajpiu^ his Innperial 
Majefly's Ambaffador, was admitted on the Day 
followmg. The Subfcription of the Letter, which 
that Minifter prefented from his Matter, gave 
great Ofience. The Addrels was. Incite Reipu- 
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hUca. They would have had him have added 
fereniffima ; but he excufed himfclf, by faying. 
That he could change nothing of his own Autho- 
rity. This Incident, joined to his making ufe 
of the Word Vos^ inftead of the Terras of Honour 
due to a Crown'd Republic, difoblig'd the Affift- J*;^^ 
ants to fo high a Degree, that they abus'd him ^4»^«^«r 
fliarply : Notwithftanding he continued his Dif-;^^'^f** 
courfe, but with fo much Spite and Refenrmentj/w*^. 
that his Nofe gufh'd out a bleeding, and he was 
obliged to retire. 

Abbe Polignac^ informed that Prince James^s'J^VrfTitlk 
Friends were refolv'd to revenge upon him thc^^^^ 
Affront offered to the Emperor's Minifter, inftead 4^^- 
of appearing at the Diet, printed his Offers, 2.nd jStup^btm. 
diftributed them flgn'd with his Hand, and feal'd 
with his Arms. By this means he did not expofe 
his Dignity, and difappointed the ill Intentions 
of his Enemies. 

Difficulties however arofe one upon another, 
and the Minifter of France ftood in need of all 
his Ability to furmount them. The Bifliop ofj^^^^^^ 
Plojko^ Dzialinjki and Wafowjki^ came to him fromw^ii^bW 
the Council, and told him, that as he had not^5|^^^'^ 
yet been able to make good his Promifes, ilEltahnrf 
feem*d impoffible to avoid the Sciffion they were ^^^ ^^^'*^* 
apprehenfive of ; and laftly, that there was but 
one Way of fecuring the Tranquillity of the Re- 
public, and fupporting the Honour of France ; 
and this Expedient was to confcnt to theEIeftion 
of the Eleftor of Saxony, who would indemnify 
his moft Chriftian Majcfty for all the Expcnccs 
he had been at in Poland, and acknowledge thac 
he ow*d his Crown to the Ambaffador of France. 

But this Remonftrance made no Impreflion. 
The Caftclan of Kalifch^ the Ambaflador's inti- 
mate Friend, had been with him the Night be- 
fore^ and they had agreed upon an Aof 
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Abbe Poiig. given to the Deputies. AbM PoUgnac waited lop- 
^Sa^i, on them to the Council, and there laid opeo« 
'^^^^^ with great Eloquence, the many Dangers, to which 
mndntgn^ both Keligion and the Liberty of Poland muft be 
^^T^*^, exposed under a Lutberan and a German King* 
sSmu «( Are you no longer (fays he^ aj^ehenfiyc of 
*< a Nation, which you have to often excluded 
<< the Throne ? Can Germany hope for more 
«« favourable Circumftances of revenging upon 
*^ Poland the many abufive, tho' juft, Refufiils 
^* fhe has received, or . preventing; the like Af* 
^' fronts for the future, than by introducing Sla* 
*^ very and Lutheranifm i '* The AmbaOiulor 
not obferving the Aflembly to be mov'd^ found 
he muft fet other Engines at Work, to make the 
Impreflions he delignM. Well then,'* conttouet 
he in a vehement Tone, " fince you fufFer your* 
** felves to be caft down upon the flighteft Oc- 
*' cafion, and force me to wilh you had more 
** Rcfolution, we will finifh without you the 
^* Work you have help'd us to begin. I fliall 
** not have relied in vain upon a brave Nobility ; 
** if all their Efforts prove inefFcftual, Prince 
*' James (hall be the better for your Weaknefs. 
•* Ic is to him we will give the Crown. *Tis he 
*' Ihall afcend die Throne, which Religion, the 
*' intereft of your Liberty, and the Honour of 
*' France^ will not fufFer to be cnjoy'd by the 
•' Eleftor of Saxony.'' 

This Difcourfe made an Imprcffion upon the 
AfTembly. The Council repeated their Promife 
of ferving the Prince of Contij without any Dif- 
fentients, except the Palatine of /f^r^/>j, and the 
Caftelan of Czerjke^ who were gainM over by 
two thoufand Crowns, which were given them by 
the Caftelan o( Culm. 

If the Ambalfador cf France had been furnifh'd 
Y/ich ncceffary Supplies of Money, the Prince of 

Conti 
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CorJih^id been King. 

let the Cardinal know, that if they would 
iign over to him 30000 Crowns, whereof 
Half Should be paid down, he would pais over 
to the Side of France with ail his Party. The 
Want of Money not allowing the Ambalfiidor to 
purchafe this Supply of Voices, he had the Vexa- 
tion 10 fee the Eleftor of Saxofiy buy them out 
of his Hands. This Example carried off Jab- 
lonow^i^ the Grand General of the Crown, and 
fome other Lords, whofc Dcfertion ncvcrthclefs 
did not fo much weaken the French Fa<^ion, but 
that it would have prevail'd^ had it not been for 
fomc other Accidents which incerven'd. 

The Members of this Faftion were guided by 
very dilfcrent Motives. A fmall Number ferv*d 
the Prince oi Contt^ through an Admiration of 
his great Virtues^ and the reft out of the Hatred 
they bore to the late King's Family, Prince p^v^jamr* 
James^ not finding his Party ftrong enough to^^^^^" 
fupport his Claim, ablolutely renounced all Pre- 
tentions to the Crown, This Step took oft' from 
the Warmth of fome Palatinates for the Prince of 
Contly whom they recommended indeed in the 
firft Place; but they afterwards did as much for 
t\\tT£.\t&.OT of Saxony y whom they recommended 
in the fecond. 

At Jaft the Term fix'd to the Diet for the Elcc* 
tion drew nigh. The Palaiinates, confifting of 
better than 1 00000 Noblemen, came into the 
Field of Ele<ition in the Plains of IVarfaw, The 
Palatinates were divided into Companies^ which 
amounted to two hundred and fifty. They were 
all on Horfeback, except a few Gentlemen, whom 
Poverty compcU'd to walk on Foot, Arm'd with 
old nifty Scythes, one would have taken them 
for a Company of Reapers \ but they might be 
difcern'd by the Fierccnefs of their Countenances, 
A a z and 
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and the Right of di(|)oring the Crown fetm'd to 
be written on their Foreheads. 

As foon as the Senators had harangued their 
Palatinates to found the Sentiments of the Nobi- 
lity, the Palatinate ofPbsko cry*d. Long Ihe Conti^ 
and immediately raifed their Sabres. Slraia^ 
Reva^ and the three Palatinates of Prujfta an- 
^ff/»ifr«M fv^er'd, Long Uve Conti : The Name ofConti was 
1/i^a^nfr- carried from Rank to Rank. Przependowski^ the 
7!^[b^{1f Soul of the Eledkor's Party, not liking thefc Ac* 
CMtL clamations, and faying to the Prujftans^ that Saxony 
was as good as Conli^ narrowly efcaped being 
ihot thro' the Head by the Chamberlain of Jl£i« 
rUmburgj but a Prieft put by his Fiftol with a 
Cane. The Friends of Saxony^ in a Confteroa- 
tion, protefted againft whatever fhould be done 
in too hafty an Eleftion, and procured the Nomi- 
nation to be put off till the next Day, purfuant 
to a Law, which requires that all the Candidates 
be proposM before the Eleftion is finifliM. 

In the mean time the Minifters of the feveral 
Competitors laboured earneftly to bring about 
their Defigns. The French did all they could to 
perfuade the Nobility, that the Eleftor's Conver- 
V'h^'^Vr! *^^" ^^^ ^ mtxt Fable. The Saxons^ on the other 
^Saxony/ hand, ufcd their utraoft Endeavours to have it 
thought real. They apply*d to the Nuncio to 
confirm the Certificate, which the BiQiop of Raah, 
a Kinfman of the Eleftors, had given concerning 
his Convtrfion, But the Nuncio kept his Word 
with the Minifters of France^ and held out till the 
next Morning, when Circumftanccs Ihewed him 
openly. 
*. u. The Cardinal Primate,according to the Cuftom, 
faid Mafs in the Church of St. Jobn ; and the Bi- 
fhop of PI'^'o made a Speech to the AflTcmbly, in 
which he ingenioufly let them know foi what Can- 
didate he was inclined i and then they all went 

into 
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into the Field of Eledlion. The Senators being 
come into the Colo, the Cardinal Primate fpoke 
with great Force and Eloquence : " The Throne 
•* of the Republic (fays this Prelate) requires a 
*' King that is generous, mild, and affable ; a 
** King, who is a Soldier and an Officer/* And 
then he namM the Competitors for the Crown. 
He praifed every one of them in particular, mth'n>^CarJmji 
Reference either to their perfonal Qualifications, "l^cr^^h, 
or the Dignity of their Families, rie did not f^'',''"^'" 
mention the Ek&or o( Saxony^ till he had fpoken"'''''^^*^' 
of all the reft ; and then he faid, it was but good 
Manners not to forget that Prince, whom other- 
wife his Zeal for Lutheranifm would exclude 
from the Choice of the Nobility. After thig 
Difcourfc, he bent one Knee to the Ground, and 
lifting up his Eyes and Hands to Heaven, ** I 
*« fwear (fays he with a loud Voice) that I will 
** not proclaim any Candidate to be King, who 
** has not the unanimous Suffrages of the Nobi- 
** lity; but I likewife conjure you not to turn 
*' your Eyes upon any Subjcds, but fuch as dc- 
** ferve to be chofen." He was ft ill fpeaking, 
when the Senators left their Places to put them- 
felves at the Head of their Palatinates. There 
were left in the Colo none but the Cardinal and 
the Marflial of the Diet, who had Information 
brought them of what was doing from time to 
time, according to which they iflued out their 
Orders. 

At laft, the Palatinates being ranged in Order 
to give their Suffrages, three Companies of the 
Palatinate of Cracozv^ which has the Right of 
proclaiming firft, at the Solicitation of their 
Palatine and Caftelan, cried out. Long live James PnWj 
the Kin^s Son. One Company of the Palatinate ^\y'^/ 
of Pofnania^ whole Privilege is to fpcak next,^i«w! 
followed their *"' ^^^. but faintly. The other 
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^^^™ ^Companies of other PaLuinatcs raifed their Voice* 
mtjfifytittfl to the Skies with pronouncing the Name of Cofttu 
J^^^™" l^/fl^ return'd the AccLinations with ZeaU atid 
was joia'd by the reft of the P.datinates- Wliilft 
the Name oiCouii rcfounded in every Rank> the 
"Word Saxony was he^irtl with Surprize to inter- 
rupt the Unanimity of Voices* Two Companies 
rhiEi^^ of Samoqttia^ which eive their Votes after the 
iiiif^^^'fl' eight former FaUtinates^ ventur d to nommatc 
cJiiT the Eleaor The N^me r.f a Uth^ran Prince 
had l>kc to have drawn upon them the whole 
Body of the Nobiiay ; but they maintain'd with 
fo much AfTurance, that the Eleftor had two 
Years before abjured his Errors at Rome ('a FaQ 
ihey faid was atteftcd by the Nuncio himfelf) that 
they gain*d over certain Mazovite Gentlemen, 
whom Przependowjiiy for a litde Brandy and a 
Crown a Head, had difpos'd to believe every 
thing. 
t^wb^ex' During thefe Tranfaftions, a Gentleman of 
ffxfs'd hit the Palatinate of Plojko^ defirous to fhew his 2^al 
prtc{]zm^^^^ the late King's Family, prefumM to nomi- 
ixjbottM nate Prince James. But he was immediately (hot 
tb.H^ through the Head with a Piftol Bullet, and the 
Prince was no mote fpoken of. This unjull and 
violent Aftion did not find one fingle Avenger 
amongft all that Body of Nobility, who were 
Eye-witnefles of the Faft. 
V'thlpUft^ In the mean wlvile the Party of the Prince of 
JrViau^"' Conti fhew'd themfclves every Inftant. The 
Friends of the Eleftor, apprehending the Tri- 
umph of France^ dif^atch'd Meffengers to the 
Emperor's Ambaflador, prefling him to procure 
the Nuncio's Atteftation to the Bifhop of Raab^s 
»»"• Certificate, and adding, that if that covild not be 
''Jf done, all was lofl:, and Conti would be chofen. 
it^r. Xhc Nuncio readily complied with what was de- 
Crcd of him. Aud Frzt^ndowfii ran to the At 
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fcmbly with a Certificate in Form, and his Fol- 
lowers cried out by his Orders, that the Eledor 
was a good Cathoh'c, and 'twas his Holine(i's 
Requeft that he fliould be crown'd. 

Great Numbers, giving Credit to thefe Decla- 
rations, took part wich Saxony^ and before Noon 
his Faction was fuperior to the Parties of Newburg^ 
Lorrain^ and Baden. The Cardinal Primate, not 
being able to diftinguifli on which Side the Ma- 
jority lay, by reafon of the Noife and Tumult 
which confounded their Voices, order'd, that the 
Nobility who favoured Conti^ (hould ftand on one 
Side, whilft the Friends of the other Candidates 
Ihould range themfelves on the other. Of two ^^p^otif>n 
hundred and fifty Companies there were but thirty ^r'fpl^Ji 
fix, who declared for the Rivals of Conii \ and 
the Prince muft have been King, if the Cardinal 
had not wanted Courage. The Prelate gave 
greater Signs of Irrefolution fome few Moments 
after. The Bifhops of Cujavia^ Pofnania^ and 
Livonia^ who were in the Intereft of the Eledlor 
of Saxony^ retired to fyarfaWy frighted at the 
Number of the Contijles^ and the fierce Counte- 
nance of the Caftelan of Kalifcby who, mounted 
upon a War-horfe, encouraged the Nobility to 
take up Arms, and cut to pieces the fmall Number 
of Opponents, if they ftill perfifted in their Ob- 
ftinacy. Under thefe Circumftances the Primate 
might have nominated without Oppofition ; but 
the Fear of (hedding Folrjb Blood kept him unre- 
folv'd, and he confented to put off the Eledtion 
till the next Day, under a Pretence, that it was 
then too late for it. 

The principal Adherents to the Eleftor of 
Saxony^ having recovered themfelves from the 
Fright, which the Party of France had thrown 
them into, met at the EmDcn 
Thither alfo came the i 
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Pretenders, except the Ambaflador of France i 
^nm/p^and there they all joined againft the Prince of 
/i^^ Conti^ and agreed to fupport the moft powerful 
***x* P^Vf or rather to make but one, in favour of 
the Elcftor of Saxony. 

Purfuant to thefe Refolutions, every one fur- 
niflied what Money they had by them. Thelc 
Sums, with the Bills of Exchange paid upon 
Sight by the Jews^ amounted to eighteen hun- 
dred thoufand Livres, which were diftributed in 
the Camp that Night. The Eloquence of the 
Senators, and the Engagements of the Nobility, 
could not hold againfl: fuch prevailing Motives. 
All the Companies, which had before fupporeed 
the Claims of the different Candidates, went over 
to the Party of Saxony. Eleven Companies of 
the French Fadion embracM the Caufe of the 
Elcftor ; but this Defertion was in part repaired 
by the Acquifuion of fcvcn of their Companies, 
who ranged thcmfelvcs under the Standard of 
Conti. 

After many Negotiations, the Time came at 
laft for concluding the Eleftion. The Bifhops of 
Cujavia^ Pofnaniay and Livonia^ were fo terrified 
the Night before, that they durft not attempt any 
thing, and all feem*d to favour the Prince of 
V^\!^j' ^^^^^'^ when the Palatine of fVielurij who was even 
W«!/9vjw' more irrcfolute than the Cardinal, went and polled 
^nf^n/s' himfelf, in Sign of Neutrality betwixt Saxony 
ttfm f^iain, and Conti^ at the Head of the Palatinate of VoU 
biniay the Diftridl of fFiha, and fome Lithuanian 
Companies. The Primate, furpriz'd at this Adlion, 
knew not what to think of it, but could not ima- 
gine that Sapieba was going to offer himfelf, after 
to many Piaftes had been excluded. This Pala- 
tine floated all the Morning between certain 
Views of Anjbition or Interett, and the Solici- 
fatioQs of uU Friends and %h^ Lords of his Family, 
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who In treated him not to occafion any frcIH 
Trouble by a Change fo little expected. At laft, 
the lame Caprice, which had divided him from 
ihc Parry of Conii^ brought him back to it rather 
than any of the Solicitations^ to which he feemM 
to yield, 

SapUha^s Return having taken awny all Hope 
from the Saxons^ of making any Advantage of 
the Irrcfolution and Cowardice of that Palatine, 
ihcy fought ftill to put off the Election, Gorow- 
fici^ Cafttrlan of G/jdfna^ advanced between the 
two Parties, and made a Sign that he had fome- tTt p^ty ^/ 
thing to communicate to the French FaftionJ^T"^^,^ 
The Bilhop of Kiow^ who was deputed to hear'*^"/ 
him, brought back Word, that his Party dc- """" 
manded a Conference in the midft of the Colo^ 
in the Prefence of the Primate and the Marfhal. 

This being confented to, the Deputies of Saxony t^pw^/, 
propofed to give up ^dx^wy, Newburg^ Lorrain^f^^^^^'"^^ 
Bavaria^ and the Royal ramlly, provided the^ar^f^t 
oppofue Party would abandon Conti, This was 
only an Artifice to gain Time; and thus they 
made no Difficulty of fceming to accept of their 
Propoficion. At (he Time to found them, ^^^d ^^"'"';j^ 
make them throw off the Ma(k, they offerM thc^^f^V^A^ 
Prince of Bad^n. Jabionov^Jki rejected him, be- ^^^^ 
caufc he was propos'd by Luhrmijii The Bifhop 
nf PloJJtOj returning from Warfaw^ whither he 
had been to talk over this Matter with Abbi Po- 
iignac^ to confound 7jWo/;£?xyi2i the more, dcclar*d 
in favour of die Prince of Baden. The Palatines 7?^^^^^^ 
were hiii;hly difpleasM at thefc new Propofa]s> «r'Si™J "^ 
but Pains were taken to make them comprehend, "^>^ 
that they were ofter*d with no other View, than 
CD cxpofe the oppofice Party ; thcfe Excufcs 
however were not fatisfaftory to rh^m» and thc^y 
ca!i*d out loudly upon the Primite to pvit an End 
:o the Election, 
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This Prelate was upon cbc Point of giving the 

^ntE^^jbnp Benedi6lion, when a Letter was put into his 

*{^^}rtftl Hinds from the Bifliop of Cujavla. He read i; 

Primdtt* loud enough to be heard by thofc who ftood nei^ 

j^^^^^^f him. In this Letter the Bifliap of CujavU threat- 

4&j^. ened a Sciffion of forty Companies in favour of 

Sdxonyy in cafe they nominated the Prince of 

Coiiti^ aflUring the Cardinal notwitliftanding* that 

he would in no wife have encroachM upon the 

Rights of his Primacy, if he had not bceti com* 

pellM to it by Force, 

^uTndir- The Nobility, enrag'd at the Stiffhefs of an 

■j^'j.*/'*' handful of obftinace People^ redoubled their Im- 

fai^fu' port unities to have this great Affair brought to 

™^^ a Conclufion, And the Primate at lafl:, being 

no longer able to refift their preffing Inftanccs, 

71V Frinet declar*d that the Republic made Choice of Francis 

UtalX^ i.Jty/j dd Bourbon^ Prince of Conti^ to be King of 

jua/»7. Poland and Grand Duke of Uthuania. 

The oppofitc Party not daring to ftir, for fear 
pf being cut to pieces by the greater Number, 
waited till the Multitude was difperfed ; and then 
• the Bifhop of Cujavia with forty Companies, bc- 

rbeEuavr ing under no farther Apprehenfion, nominated 
fi^n^ Frederic Auguftus, Eleftor of Saxony, King of 
Poland^ and Grand Duke of Utbuania. Th^ 
News was brought to the Cardinal, as he was 
rcturnfng to his Palace, after having fung Te Deum 
in the Church of St. John at IVarfaw. He was 
advis*d to ufe violent Methods againft the Muti- 
neers -, but his natural Mildnefs diverted him 
from ic 

^hc Bifhop of Cujavia^ having fung TCe Deum 

i the Place of Eleftion, came to Warfaw^ 

.tt he repeated that Ceremony in the Church 

Bx..yohn\ and being defirous to obferve, ia 

jbncw at leaft, all the Rules that were ufual in an 

AAion of that Confequence, he took great Care 

to 



Revolutions o/* Poland. 565 

ko tTJake Reparation for a Fault, which he had 
Scommitted through over-much Hafte, in nomi- 
iiating the Eledor out of the Eleftoral Camp. 
■He returned thither early the next Morning, and 
'repeated the Nomination, as if that Step could 7^-^'>^ 
have fet all right. And laftly, to give the finilh- f^airit 
ing Stroke to what he was about, he adminiftrcd j^^j^'^'j^^^ 
the Oath, forobferving the Pa^a Conventa^ to the^Lxony.*^ 
Chevalier Fleming by fix o* Clock, who took upon 
himfelfthe Charadter of Envoy Extraordinary. 

The Day after the Eledlion there paflcd lbme£««/''*^«» 
Conferences between the two Parties. It wasr,I^?I^«, 
proposed to obfervc the Laws of the Kingdom, 
which require that none of the Competitors no- 
minated Ihould fet Foot in the Kingdom till after 
the Diet of Confirmation ; but the Friends of 
Saxony depending upon the Proximity of the 
Eledtor, and fecure of the Diftance of his Rival, 
refus'd abfolutely to comply with thofe Propofi- 
tions. 

During the Courfe of thefc Debates, jibbe Po- 
lignac had difpatch'd a Courier into France, to 
prefs for the Departure of the Prince, and fuch 
Supplies of Money as were neceflary to keep the 
Lords firm in his Party. Thb Courier, who was J"."^ i4- 
the Ambaffador's Secretary, to make a Merit oi^uyd/^^ 
the good News he brought, difguifed the Truth, ^^*°*=«- 
and reprefented the Party oppofite to the Prince 
of Conti as an infignificant Handful of People, 
adding, that the new King fliould wait for the 
Embaffy of the Republic. But a fecond Courier, 
who arriv'd within two Days after, fet Matters 
in a true Light, and the Prince prepared for his 
Journey, but did not fet out till the Cardinal had 
given him Notice of his Eledioo under his Hand. 
The Prelate's iM^ ^*"« ♦»* ha:»c he«?a brought 
by the prectdii^* ' n, who 

was to have £^« chin 
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two Days after, kept it to carry himfelf : And it 
may be, chefe little Circumftances, which delayed 
the Prince's Departure, misht in great meafure 
occafion the ill Succefs of this Affiiir. 

In the mean time, the Profufion of the EleAor 

of Saxony daily increafcd the Number of his Fd- 

Jowers ; beiides, he was upon the Frontiers of 

Poland. The Prince of ContPs Friends, afirighted 

Detijtratim to fcc him fo ncar them, told the French Acnbaf- 

f/tt ^f ^ador, that the Inftrumcnt of Ele£Kon fhould not 

ijjfadcrof be given into his Hands, till he had paid oflTtbe 

fiance j.^^^ Quarters of the Army ; and if thofe Claufes 

could not be fili'd, he had nothing to do but to 

countermand the Prince. 

A Declaration fo little expe£i:ed, threw the 
Ambaflfador into the urmoft Confufion, and he 
determined to inform the Court of France of the 
Refolution of the Lords. This News again put 
Departure o/o^ thc Princc's Joumcy. Preparations however 
thePrinct ofyf^^t making for his Departure, and he embark'd 
^'^^' at laft at Dunkerqe^ on board the little Squadron 
of Chevalier Barf^ attended by the Chevaliers 
d* Angoulemey SiUeryj Lanzun^ and twenty Gentle- 
men. The Prince carried widi him an looooo 
Louis d' Ors, Bills of Exchange payable upon 
Sight for the like Sum, and a great Number of 
jfcarrivet Jcwcls. Hc auchorcd before Olivaj and was fa- 
scruTs"'^!"^^^ w three Difcharges of Cannon from the 
Fort of ff^eycbelmunde. Thefe were all the Ho- 
nours which Dantzick paid the Prince. The Ma- 
giftrate of the City had difpos'd the Inhabitants 
to favour the Eleftor. The Majority of the Citi- 
zens declared for him, and even infulted the Offi- 
'cers of the French Squadron. To revenge the 
Affront, they laid hold upon five Merchant 
Ships, which lay in the Road ; and the Magi- 
ftrates, by way of Reprifal, feizM upon all the 
Effetfts of the French^ and carried their Rcfcnt- 

5xvQats 
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mcnts fo far as to fell the Horfes of che Ambaf- 
fador of France to the higheft Bidder. 

During thcfe Traafaftions, che Ambaflkdor 
was ufing all poffible Endeavours to open the 
Way for the Prince of Cont^s Entrance into Po* 
land. The Lords of the Houfc of Sapieba had 
engag'd for the Sum of 400000 Livrcs, to fend 
the Prince a Guard of twelve Companies under 
the Command of the Grand Trcafurcr's Son 5 
and then the Grand General of Lithuania^ and all 
the Officers of the Army^ were to take the Oath> 
and march with their Troops to the Place which 
ihould be appointed^ But firft of all the Prince 
was obliged to pay them four hundred and fixty 
riioufand Livres. 

The Ambaflador having thus taken all neccf- 
fary Meafures, went on board the French Squa- oaohi 
dron. The Prince*s Friends, who came to fee 
him* advis'd him to ^oioMariemhur^ or Lomtz^ 
but he chofe ratJier to wait for the coming up of^'^f"^' 
l\\t Sa.puba*s. Couriers were continually palling, *flfl'*'A 
which brought Word, that they were juft at hand^*^!^^ 
with forre LUbuaman Senators, who, in Con]un-"^'*M|| 
ftion with the Pclijb Embafly, were to prefcnc ^ 
the Crown to the Prince of Conii, rht^M 

The Eledor of Saxony^ before the Arrival of*^-s«oii 
his Competitor, had received an Embalfy from'^^'^^ 
his party at Tarnowiiz^ upon the Frontiers ofiii^*^ 
Sik/ta ; and marching from thence to Pickari, he 
there repeated the Abjuration of his Errors before 
Crifpin Bifhop of Sarnogitia. There he fworc to 
the Obfervance of the Pa^a Coftventa^ and there 
alfo he received the Complimcmsof the Nobility* 
whom he aflurcd of his paternal Tendcrnefs for ^ 
his new Subjcfb, From thence, advancing as far ^^ 
33 cyaccw, he purchafed the Delivery of the Ciftlc 
of Count mdQpot/ki for five thoufand Croww, a"^ 
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a Necklace, which he piiefeDted to theOiunic's 
Lady. 
^Dil^^- ^^^ Cardinal Primate, on his part, went irich 
omfirLtfm the Nobility of the FrMcb P^rty into the Ebfto* 
^^ ral Camp, and there held the Diet of Confimap 
don. They next refolv'd npOQ a- Coafedendon 
againft the Eleftor of Sdxotiy ; and then* bitak«> 
ing up the Inclofure of the Gimp, to prevent 
the Meetings of the oppofite Party in a Flaoe <^ 
fucb Authority, the Prmute retum'd to Wmfam^ 
TivOisMr- where he caufed the Confederation to be iBgn'd 
P^l^'^by Prince Sa^ba^ the Senators, Deputies, and 
Fn»x/£- Nobility of his Party. They had likewife entei^d 
!!![^<«n# into a Negotiation with the £ledx>r, tho* wicfaout 
nMt. any EfiFeft, to put d his Coronation, which was 
performed on tne 15th of September. The Diet. 
after this Ceremony had been quietly clofed, 
oaob. I. the new King had already fillM fevcral Pofts, 
and his Party had taken a Refolution to meet at 
Warfaw within fix Weeks. 
Tu Lam- It is ttot bclow an Hiftorian to take Notice of 
^'{J^ a Circumftance that may let us into the Know* 
t^prtfint ledge of the Genius of the Poks^ who are fome- 
■^''"^'' times fatisfied with revenging by a Jeft the Inju- 
ries that are offerM to the Liberties of the Nation. 
As foon as the Eleftor was crown'd, a Pafquinade 
was fent abroad under the Title of the Comedy of 
Cracow^ in five A6ts, with the Arguments of each 
Aft. The firft was a King without a Diploma j 
the fecond a Funeral Solemnity without a Corpfe; 
the tliird a Coronation without a Primate 5 the 
fourth a Diet without Deputies ; and the fifth 
Proteftations without EfFcft. The Elcftor was 
« not much difpleafed with fuch a Revenge as this, 
and would have been glad, if all the Poles had 
oppos'd Bo other Arms againft his growing 
Power* 

The 
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The Ordinal took all proper Mcafurcs to prc- 
Tent his afcending the Throne, which had already 
coft him too dear to part with it wichout fame 
Concern. This Prelate therefore having aflcm- 
bled the Confederates, recall'd the UnivcrfaUa ^ .^ 
ifllicd out for the General Aflcmbly appointed lojui^thi 
meetupon the 26th of Sept^mb^fy and cailM logc- ^'^'^*'''^* 
iher three particular Meetings upon the lothof 
OSiober in three different Places, in order to divide 
the Forces of the Enemyt in cafe they attempted 
to difturb the Affembltes. 

In the mean time the Prince of 0«/i waited 
for the Execution of the Promifcs of Sapicba^ 
The Eleftor, informM that his Rival was deter- 
mined not to land before the Arrival of regular 
Troops, took all poflible Care to prevent his De- 
fcent, Gaiicki^ Palatine of Inawhdaw^ march'dy;^ /^^^ 
into Prufia^ by his Orders, at the Head of 3000'/ '^'**'^V* 
Horfe. This Precaution fucceeded as ^ugujius Ti^H^ i/ 
defircd i for the Princes Sapuba^ fearing to en*'^^^"'^" */ 
counter with this Body of Horfe, let the Primate 
know they had taken a Refolucjon not to fct for* 
ward, for fear, as they faid, they fliould cxpofc ]S 

their Troops to Slaughter. ^| 

Notwithftanding thefe Difappointments, the H 

Prince of Conti prepared to quit \m VefTclSf to ^| 

puthimfclfat the Head of 1500 Horfc, which H 

the Staro(t of Sond^k had afTured him were upon ^| 

their March. But this Rcfolution was pot off by H 

the Arrival of the Saxom^ who were divided into ^| 

two Bodies, and march'd ftraic to OUva and M^ ^| 

riftnhurg. Their Arrival kept the Prince on board* ^| 

He had already told the Po/ri, that he would H 

return xoFramc^ if his Party did not make haftc H 

to perform their Promifes. At laft^ dfwl one H 

witn the PcUJh Delays, arifmg from DdftKia^ fl 

tiuos, and incrcafed by fuch perpetual CounfclSj j,^^ 
as are fpcnt in Preliminaries, he weighed AadKM-, ^i^^ j 
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and fet fail for PrmM. But this HU Mt done 
till he was reduced to the laft Eztrctoitf i fik^JR 
had the Vexaticm to fee the Abbey of QSvfffht^ 
diered, and forty of hisDomefticks loft, wh^iMie 
taken Prifoners.by the Smms. ^- • 

m liiun Before bis Departure^ he w^ote two Letfen^jile 
<»f^^'- to the Primates and the other to the RcBiiUi& 
Tl^MU. ' In the former he returnM Thaoki to the^Efthie 
for the Warmdi wherewith he had elpoiiM hb 
Caufe, and expre&M his Conceniy that lips £iiii« 
nence, and fo many other worthy Men, ApuM 
fufier upon his Account. But though his iUvil 
was preferr'd before him» he comforted hinif«If jn 
thi$> that being a Prince of the Bk>od of J^^m; 
he did not ftsuid in need of the Splendor' of a 
Crown. He added, that he gave up F^taaim 
the Eledor much againft his Inclmation, and 
forced to it by the Failure of their Promifes, who 
had engag'd to fend Forces to his AOiftance. But 
in his Letter to the Republic, he wrote in ano- 
ther Tone. He there accufcd the Great Men 
with Breach of Faith, after earneft Solicitations 
on their part, and charged them with inviting 
him into Poland on purpofe to be affronted. 

Jugujius finding himlelf freed from the Appre- 
henOons of his Rival, began at lafl to take Breath, 
and turn'd his Thoughts towards the Confirmation 
of his Authority, by all thofe Ceremonies whidi 
Aiignihjs inipofe upon the People. For this reafon he 
makes bi, madc his Entry into IVarfaw, When this was 
Wariw,''' cfver, he ftrove by all poffible Means to gain the 
J"»» '3- Cardinal, who feem'd difpofed to acknowledge 
him. The Prelate went fo far as to promife, that 
he would promote his Intereft in the Rokofx^ or 
A0embly of the Confederates he had calPd toge- 
ther. Augiiftus was happy in having to do with a 
Man, who was governed by Circumftances; and 
he flood in need of the Cardinal ; for in the Diet 

of 
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<if Pacification, wtiich that Prince had callM td']^^^^;|^ 
gecher at IVarfaw^ of the twenty Pcrfons who^^^^'" 
tame thither, including both Senators and Dcfm- "^^ ^'*"^* 
ties, twelve had protcftcd againft him the firft 
Day, which had broke up the Diet, and ji^iven a 
convincing Proof chat he had biit a ftiiall Number 
of Followers, and was by no means cliofen by 
the almoft unanimous ConlVnt of al! the PoUs^ a$ 
fomc Libels ventiir'd to aflert. 

The RokofZy which was then held at Lowiiz^ Feb. 
was as full as the Diet of Pacificacioo had been ^^,^''j[^'' 
empty. The King's Deputies were obliged to *iti. 
afk for other Letters and other Powers, bccauf^e 
the Title of Commiflioners which they bore, and 
fome other Terms in them, gave Offence to that 
haughty Body of Nobility, who look upon them- 
felvea* in Ibme meafure, as in a Condition to im 
pofcLaws upon the Prince who calls himfclf their 
King, At laft they received the Letters of Au- 
ffijhs^ and oflTer'd to acknowledge his Authority, 
upon the Conditions that were then drawn up. 
They contain'd twenty Articles, and abfolutcly<^"fj^™ 
tied up his Majefty*s Ha«ds, His Deputies, not j^.^. 
caring to fubjcd their Mafter to luchhard Terms, 
did all they could to engage the Affembty to 
make fome Abatement in the Rigour of the Corf- 
dicions. But all they could obtain was to IcfTcn 
their Number ^ and thus they were obligM to cx- 
peft from Time, what they could not obtain from 
the Inflexibility of the Rzikop:^ 

The Pope, defirous, upon fomc account or f«k*fr 
other, to intermeddle with the Affair of PoUnd^ 
had difpatch'd a Nuncio cxtraordiiiary, who pre- 
fen ted a Letter to the Cardinal from his Holinefi. 
The Pontif offcr'd, by his Miniftcr, ttf be cbc^^^ff*. 
Mediator between the King and the Republic, ^-^^^ 
The Primate made Anfwer, t!iat tho* he was fub "^!^. 
jeft to the Pope in Matters Spiritual, he bcfou^^ 

L B b tokL^ 
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. him, not to coQcer^ himfdtf 4» Poi __ 
thcRcpubltci for he (hoiild f&ik)id^h»tkl«^ 
the Reproaches of the N^obifitjr* 'iuid flwildt 
come a Traitor to his Qountty^ if everlMf 

iip its Intercft. ' « ■ ./ : 

Auguftus was very defirout cd pii.: nii^Edii 
the Divifions which kept him £Hllia.8BfiMii 
nfBi^ff Wuh thcfe Views he called a €>f&c of ^Pkdfb 
''"^'*""- tioh, to meet on the i6th of jtpriL His citc^ 
Letters, which were fcnt abroad upon thisOi» 
fion, were full of mighty Schemes and firtjelft 
mifes ; but the Poles were as yet - too ?«vary y^\ 
caught by fuch Baits, which ufually ca^^'iU 
only who are difpofed to be ib caught^ Tii 
Diet aflfembled at the Tim^ appotaced ; bsi,\ 
the two hundred, who ought t<> have been ffe 
fent, there came thither only thirty DcpQticil 
2^^**'« certain Palatinates ip Poland and IMbnama. ' 
^Liii/^'^.was no fooner open'd, than the moft Part 
T^'V' them rofe up, and demanded the Convocattos 
a General Affembly in the open Field, a 
threatenM to retire, in cafe of RefufaL -Ttel 
foon after did as they faid, and there was noftf 
fibility of getting them together again. ' 

In the mean while Juguftus exercifed at nni; 
kindly Afts as he had Opportunity of doing ^ s 
particularly appeared in the Cafe of OginfiHCj^a^ 
Enfign of Lithuania^ and SapUba the Grand G^ 
neral of that Duchy, whom he forbad to dcci(k 
their Quarrel by Force of Arms, and advifetl rt* 
ther to make up their Differences in an atmctUe 
manner. 

This Prince, who had already given a pablk 
Audience to the Pope's Nuncio Extraordinarf, 
engaged him to intercede with the Cardinal, $d 
nePri'mte difyok him to Peace. The Cardinal, wb»* 
Ht^e^n Enemy to Troubles, through hitu* 
Aurufttts. midity, promis'd to do all that la^ 
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to pacify them. In Ihorc, he called together a 
new Affembly of the Confetleraces at Lowitz^ 
who met upon the Day appointed by the Uni- Mays. 
verfaliay which were pubiilh*d on this Occation ; 
and the Primate fo artfully introducM Into the 
Affembly the favourable Sentiments he had for 
yiugtijlus^ that at la(l a Treaty was concluded yf r^/rry 
with him, by which he engaged to give *'^^chen- ^^"^^^^^ 
tic Proofs of his Cacholicifu \ to difpatch the 
lMth:ran Minifters, and to reltore by a folcmn 
Aft the Liberty of Votes in all future Elcftions. 
He farther promised, ^ never to d\fmand back from 
the Republic, the Sums he had bcftow'd upon his 
Parry -, to pay what was due to the Army, and 
to recotrcr the conquered Places which had been 
taken from Poland. This Treaty likewife obliged 
him to fend back his Saxons^ and to repair the 
Damages they had done. It farther contained 
fome other Articles, tending to the Good of Po- 
land. One fingle Deputy of the Palatinate of 
Sendomir withdrew from the Aflembly i but no 
Regand was paid to his Proteftations; as the Af- 
fembly was not a Diet, but a free Rokofz^ which 
could not be broke up by the Retreat of any 
Diflentients. The Cardinal would not have been 
fo eafy, but the Court of France advis'd him to 
come to an Accommodation with yfuguftus^ and 
befides, he had no other Part to t.\ke. 

Ic waj on the i6th of Ma'j this great Affair 
^as concluded, which fupplied whatever was 
wanting in the Eledion of jiiuguftus^ who can be 
look*d upon only from that Time as the lawful 
King ; the Nomination of the Bifliop of Cujavia^ 
and all the Steps which followed, being mani- 
feftly contrary to the Laws of the Kingdom. 

One would think, that after this Treaty, the 

KioK fliouki hav« been fecure again(t. the Reft- 

tt^ MfhQ had iiga'd ic> and 
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that as foon as he had recovered Kandiiec and P«- 

iolia^ he Ihould have fenc back hit SaJtons iam 

their own Country ; but thro' a. perpetual IKftntft 

of a People, whooi he found to compl]f oiiif 

with the Time, he fought for Pretences to taeosuo 

his Army in Poland^ notwithftanding the Aoimo- 

fny of the Poles iig3i\(\l\ the Saxons. 

ATctwet^ The Mtifcovites and Poles were by no mttam 

'^Ibtix' P^casM to lee Livonia fubjcd to the Swedijh Yclkt, 

den. This Province, which bad formerly belungM lo 

the Knights of the Teutonic Ordcr^ had been die 

Caufe of a long War between three Nations. The 

Peace of O&va^ at laft, divided the Qoarrcl in fiu 

vour of Sweden^ which had long been in PoflcP 

fion of that fertile Country* A young King wai 

then upon the Throne of Sweden ; and the firft 

ImprefTions which foreign Minifters had taken of 

that Monarch, had produced only a Contempt 

for him in the Courts of Europe. Thcfe Circura- 

ftances induc'd the Czar of Mufcov^ and the King 

of Poland to break the Treaty of Oliva. 

Aug. 10. Thefe two Monarchs had an Interview at Riffk^ 

and concluded an Alliance, which had like to 

have ended in both their Ruins, as we (hall pre^ 

fcntly fee. 

V(^]^ ^^nft^^ flood in need of rh:s Pretence, to keep 

l^ti! ' a Saxon Army in Poland. The Treaty, which was 

1699. lately concluded diiCarlowitx^ would have obJig'd 

Jan. 26. j^jjjj ^Q fpnd back his Troops. By this Treaty the 

Grand Signior confcnted to the Reftitution of 

Kamimec^ Podolia^ and all the other Places, which 

had been taken from the Poles. 

Jan. 16. Before the Execution of this Treaty, a General 

d!^'7"^ Diet was held at IVarfaw, where the King at- 

WtWaw. tended regularly in Perfon. He had at laft the 

Satisfaction of feeing what he had long waited 

for, the Aft of his Eleftion, fignM by the Cir- 

dinal Primate and the Grand Chamberlain Bie^ 



linjkl 



Rcvohitiofjs of P O L A N D, 

And having tlien dlJpos'd of fcvcral con- 
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fidcrablc Poi\s, ]il* made a Vifit to his 'hereditary Aueu^*^ 
Dominions, where he fettled the Affairs which re- r.y, Ma«h 
quired his Prefente, and rccurned to IVarfaiy, The ^"^^ '^^* 
Diy after his Return, he affcmbled the Senators, 
who were then in the Town, and laid before them 
the Advantage which would arife from the Con- 
qucft of RjgCf the Capital City of Livoma^ and 
the NcccfTuy of afnfting in that Enterprize, 

Whrlft Augujlus was amufing the Pou^s with fpc- ;r>j^ w/v* 
clous Prct<*nce5, Charts XJL King o^Swakn forc'd ^^^*«^ 
the King of Denmark^ who hatl privately con- 
fpired his Ruin, with the Pc?/^ and Mufavite^ to 
do J'jftice to his Brothcr-in-Law tlie Duke of 
lloljtdn. The young King then learnt, that the 
King of Poland^ defpairing to conquer the indefa- 
tigable Experience of Count (VAlbcrg tlic Gover- 
nor of ^(^^, an OfKcerwho had all the Fire and Ac* 
livity of Vouthat the Age of fourfcore, had rais'd 
the Siege of chat Place. Augtrflu^ cigerly laid hold Tusu^t^ 
of an Opportunity which prcfented itfc^lf, of with- ^^s*'''/"^^ 
drawing with Honour from the talfe Step wherein 
he was cngag'd. The States Genera I > deli ring him^ 
by their Ambafladors, to fpare a Place wherein the 
Duicb had confiderable Effcfts, he made a Merit 
of defifting from an Enterprizc, wliich he had 
Caulc to fear would mifcarry. 

The King of Fclafid was not the only Enemy 
who then fell upon the King of S'-ji^c-Jctt, Peter 
Mexiowitz Czar of Mufcovy^ ravaged hgrid with 
an Araiy of 100,000 Men, and laid Siege coN^rva*f- 
Narvay in the midft of the Ice and Snow, whichf^"'' ^^ 
at that time cover thofe Climates* 

Upon the News of this Siege, Cbarhs XII- ^^;''^*>^ 
whofe infuperable Co rage and Refoludon, chCwrvAwA 
Source of ajj his Misfortunes, were incr^asM by^^l'^ '^*^' 
his late Succefs, crofs'd the Sea with two hundred 
Xr^nfportSp The young Conc^vicTOT rc\^^cVv*i 
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(treight to Narva^ at the head of foufldioilfiqil 
Horfe, and a like Nurnbcr of Foot. ^HeroMCBd 
an advanced Guard of 500a Mufi&oites^ po&pA ih 
his Way, and put all to Flight before him; A 
Body of 20000 Men durft fiot watt his cjMliii^ 
jjp, and 30C00 Mufcin>Ue5y^\2iC*6mK\i\ti aLi^goe 
"of the Gaiiip, were carried away with the- Tor* 
rent of the flying Soldiers, and retired to che 
Intrenchments, Charles XII. appears within View 
Yl^Mnico- ^^ ^^^ Camp, makes a preach in the Ifitrencb- 
^itJ!L/5«r- ments, enters with his eight thoufand Swedes^ aad 
** takes almoft all the Mufiayites of the Right Wiog 

Prifoncrs 2 The reft ran to bury theMfblves imd» 
the Ruins of the Bridge of the RiVSr <>f N»m^ 
which broke down under them. The 6eacralsbf 
. the Enemy laid their Arms at the Conqueror's 
J*'eet, who kept them Prifoncrs alone, whilfl: the 
^Soldiers were difniifs*d, to terrify their Fellow- 
Country men with an Account of the Battle. The 
Enemy's Left "tt'lng, which was ftill fubfifting, 
eamc and furrendei*d the next Morning, to the 
Number of 30000 Men, whom Charles likewise 
permitted to return into Mufcc^j. ' 
* This great Viftory difturb'd the Meafures of 
the Czar and Auguftus. The latter foon expedcd 
to fee the King of Sweden in Poland repay, wiih 
Fire and Sword, the Ravages of Livonia and In- 
gria. It was neceflary to raife tp Banks, to op- 
pofe this Torrent; and this was the Occafion of 
the Interview of thefc two Allies at Birzen afnoa!) 
1 70 1. Town in Lithuafiia. Auguftus promised the Oar 
rbe Treaty foooo GcTman Troops, which he undercook to 
f/^o\^^ ^ire of the Princes of die Empire, and the Oar 
ivVA fjbi was to f«y them. The Czar, on his fide, agfieedto 
f^'^'"'' fend a like Nqmbcr of Muft:(mtes into Poland^ to 
be trained up' there in military Difcipline ; and 
farther erigag^d, in two Years Time^fcofltpply 
^umJlui ^\^ tAnt W\\\\ot& ^f Litres, 
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This Treaty^ which was concluded without the 
Confcnc of the Republic, was by do means ap- 
proved of by the Polijh Nobility. The General j^/^f^^f^*' 
Dice, which was opened at /K*ryi:7 on ihe 30LhW^ti^, 
of May ^ dcfired Augujlus to fend back xi\^ Saxon 
Troops, and make Peace with 5u?£7i/;;', co remove 
the Gsrmam from tlie Council Board, and xip^ieafc 
the Troubles of JJtbiiania^ The King's Aafwcr 
could not calm the Uneafincfs o cKc Nobility, 
who were jealous of cheir Liberty ; and the Diet 
divided into fevcra) Itctlc Provincial Affcmblies» 
where none but PuUi were prefent, with a View 
of providing a more fecurc Remedy for the Ills 
ofwhich they were apprehenfi^e. All the Deputies 
joined in demanding the Convocation of a new 
General Diet, at fuch Time as the King p)cas*d, 
who fixM it to tlie izd o? Decimb£*\ 

Charles Xll, inform'd of the Defigns of the Tic jarsf gf 
Czar and King of Poland, haftcned into Livo-^JZ^u-* 
fiia^ that he might be beforehand with hisEne^^^i^- d 
mies* He arrived near Rigfl> upon the Banks of \ 

the Dunay over againft the Sa^on Army, which J 

lay encampM on the other Side of the River, ^H 
His Troops crofs'd it on Boats of the King's In- ^H 
vention,whQfc Sides were moveable, and might be ^| 

lifted up, or let down^ like Draw ^briciges» and fo ^| 

be of ufe to cover the Troops in their Paflage, ^H 

and favour their Defcent, when they came to ^^k 

!and> A thick Smo^ik from a large Heap of ^| 

wet Straw, wliich the King caufcd to be fee on ^H 

Fire, ib blinded the Encm/, that they could not ^| 

difccrn the Pafiageofhis Troops, ^^k 

The Saxon Army was commanded by the Duke ^H 

of Courlandy and Marihal Stcttau. That brave ^^M 
OiHccr fell upon the Swedi/b Battalions with his ^^M 
Horfe, before they were quite drawn up, and ^^H 
drove them into the River ; but being foon rallied ^^| 
by the King, ihey advancM widi fuch Fury ag ilnft ^H 
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!^^^ the Mai%l, thai they oU%^d1iii* ii)FMictt*«ef 
treat. The Saxon Army retired mma.miHaat 
gtousGrtfund, where it was at»u:fc*d'aiidixda«i| 
% the Eoemy* ' After an oHfUtate and Sfaobr 
^1^ ^Combat bki bodi Sides, theCbMutr^n^dodkM^ 
Cmf^ m tau^ the Capital City 6[ Cattrla^ aod ciie reft .«f 
5^^"^ the Towns'^ in that Duchy obwi'a Ottir Gau 
whhoncaoy Refiftance. The iCins did no mque 
tb gain all nthurnk'-^tti^it was at!0ira9esv*i in'tu( 
Duchy, that th|s implacable prince bod ^K 
Scheme of dethroning ^ugiftus. 
*' Auffiftus^s Misfortunie roi^*d ap his fecretJEne- 
ftiies. They fdtighc to make an Advanti^ of 
Mis Circinnftancesi to prejudice him. T|ieXui|[t 
ifho flood more in need of an Arnty dian GSbini- 
CiIs and DelibcracionSt w£i notwid>ftandiag fiurc^ 
1701. tb hold the Diet, which was appointed te 



^^f«erfl/on the 2 2d of December. In this Affembly, the 
"^lUy^. Spirit of Liberty, which prevails in Poland^ bit>ke 
out before the King, in a Language never heard 
by other Princes. He faw his Subjc6ts openly 
working againfl hiip, under a Pretenc^ of tiie 
^poHh ^^"^'^^ Good, and was obliged to bear with the 
Urds! Pride and Haughtinefs ot that free People, who 
make choice of a Matter, lefs w^th a View of 
being governed, than of gov(;rning themfelves^ 
of increafing their own Authority, borrowing his 
Name, to execute their own private Quarrels, anci 
inaking theinfelves confiderable in the State^ by 
taking part with him, or againfl him. Qtkt may 
ia^^ that, I»(uch a Goverriment, the pqncipal Sut^ 
jcflS are Tyrants over their Kin'igs. • 
' The ConduA of Augujlus had not a Uttle coo* 
tributed to take off from tKe Affedion of his 
Friends, and e^^afpcrate his Epemies, who were 
gfttady'Mncrcafed m Number. I^owever, fomc 
ftlf^fla^es ftill exprefs'd 2eal enough' fqr him, 
^Q f^mjce bim heli^^ve tli^t he might arm the Pol^ 
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■fobility againd the Swedes, And iKus he founded 
^is Hopes upon the Army of the Republic ; But 
thcic Hopes were loon blown ovtrr, and he grev 
pcrfcdJy fcnfiblcj that his Authoriry in che Diet 
was of little Confequencc, the moft Part of the 
Members making no Scruple to own they were 
in the Incereft of the King o( Sweden^ and tlut 
not fo much out of Fnendiliip to him, as Hatred 
tp the King^ whom they fufpefted of feme Dc- 
Jign upon their Liberties, They went fo far as ro 
complain againft him j to charge him with the 
Troubles o\ Lithuania^ and accufe him as the Au- 
thor of ail the Ills which had fallen upon the State. 'ra«y*»»- 
Amongft other Debaces, they talk*d of fending'^*^*^'*' 
an Embaffy in the King of Sweden ^ in the Name i7ot. 
of the Republic : But before this Point was car- ^^i* 
ried, the Diet broke up, by the Retrca: ofa Deputy, 
In the mean time Jugujius had prelfing need of 
Succours* He was not ignorant that the Diets, 
Councils^ in fine all the Aflemblies of the PoUs^ ^h 
fought to degrade his Authority, or rather to an- ^M 
nul it; But, upon fome Occafions, it is Policy in ^M 

a Prince, to wink at an Incroachmcnt upon his ^M 
Rights, that he may one Day have it in his Power ^M 
to rcftorc them. With thefc Views Auguftui calt'd ^| 
together aCouncil of the Senate, The Members H 

qf this Aflembly were better Courtiers than that ^| 
yaft Tribe of Nobility, which had lo openly de- ^| 

cbred their Animofity againll the King* and, un* ^| 

der the Pretence of reconciling his Intereft wirh ^| 

the Security of the Republic, gave a more certain ^| 

Stab to his Authority. They at hft concluded ^| 

upon the EmbafTy debated in the Diet^ and re- ^| 
fplvM to arm the Nqbility^ thai they might be ^| 
ready upon occa{ion. ^| 

When Augufius was furccf the Scnate*s Rcfo- tT'^e-M 
lution, he ftreight dcicrrtin'd to be bcfotdiand ;;^',^f;^*^ 
^ith ifacEmbaffy pf thf Rcpy^>lk* *-*- Hd "w^;^^}^, 
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nmch Caufc to fear^ that his Jntereft wouW be 
flighcly regarded, if not wholly ovcrlook'd^ or^ h 
Jnay be, mencion'd only to be intireiy ruin*d. 
^ Cf i^itv/' He had not been able to refift the Wit and 
'^utl "** Beauty of the Counccfs of Komngwiar^ a Swe- 
jfcrSwojiA dijb young Lady, of a great family. He 
'^'^* Inadc choice of her, to be his Mediator with 
tbarUs XII. and choijght that a young Conque- 
ror could deny her nothing. Having received 
her Inftruftio/is from Ajiguftus^ fhc went to the 
Oviria™- Sw^dijh Can:ip in LitbuaKia ; but Charles XII. re- 
J^ttp fuling obftina:tely to fee her, flie returned to j4u- 
gujlus^ who was however not diiheartened by this 
rigid Infipxibility of his Enemy. He difpatched 
his Chamberlain tyiczdumh with frefh Inftruftions 
to the King Q{S^siieft\ but when he ca^ne within 
View of the Camp, he was feized, as coming 
from an Enemy ; and having no other Palport, 
this fecond Attempt proved fruitlefs. 
AQeaf!« '^^ ^^"S ^^ Polafid Was therefore fbrc'd to 
iasneoMffi havc rccourfc to the Senate, tho* his Enemy; 
utusmate. j^^ be foott experience that he had nothbg agree- 
able to e:tpt6t from them : For having otfcrM to 
callin i20oo^/«xd»j, and to put himfelf at the 
Head of the Army of the Republic, upon the 
Conditions of payhig two Quarters beforehand, 
but of his own private Purfe, all the Anfwer he 
. could get, was, that the Republic would fend an 
Emb^ffy to the King of Sweden^ to procure 
"Peace-, and as for the Saxons, his Majefty cOuld 
not introduce them into Poland^ without intirely 
difobligihg the whole Nation, 
chirieixn. ^^ Embafly of the Republic was not mo^re 
*«^»/wer' favourably treated by CbarUs XII. who wits by 
*l^^,nu °^ means pleafcd that they had ftill any thing to 
ji^«&. do with -/f«gi(/f «i. He anrwer^d, that he would 
let the Senate know what he thought kX their 
^ Prqpofab^ idien he came toWarfaw. And the 

lame 
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fame Day he fee forward on his March towards 
that City, preceded by a Manifcfto, in which 
he was declared the Friend and Protestor of the 
Republic- 

Upon the Approach of the King of Sweden^ 
the Friends of Augujlus deferted him thro* Wcak- 
nefs, his Enemies that they might withdraw from 
his Reproaches, and raife him up more Advcr- 
faries at a Diftance ; and all through a JealoufV 
of the Royal Authority, which the Poles loot 
upon as ?. Monftcr, ever ready to devour their 
Liberty. 

Auguftus^ before he left iVarfaw^ got Leave 
from the tew Senators who were left about him^ 
to introduce fix thoufand SaxonSy and difpofe 
of the Troops of the Republic. He likewife 
gave Orders tor the Nobility to take the Field, 
but to no purpofe. The Hatred they bore him, 
ond the Terror of the Swedijh Arms, kept the 
Poles upon their Eftates, where they waited for 
the Iflue of this great Affair. Being thus de- 
ferted by his Sobjcfts, he had recourfc to other 
Meafures. Twenty thoufand Saxons enterM P^saamTr^^ 
land by his Order ; and he gave himfelf little Con-^^^«* 
cern about exafperating a Nation which betrayed 
him^ officnding Enemies, who fought his Ruin ; 
or raifing the Murmurs of fome weak and fear- 
ful Friends, who gave him no other Proof of 
their AfFedion, than that they were not his Ene- 
mies. 

The King of Svjeden, on his Side, prepared 
to give his Enemy a good Reception. He let the 
Cardinal Primate into his Inrcntions at Warfaw^ 
who was the fecret Enemy of AuguJUiSy and 
forced to fubmit to him, againft his Inclination, 
but ftill more a Friend to the Liberty of his Coun- 
MTk whicK.lic tlioittht in Danger, under the Ad- 
' Pnnce, who, contrary to his 

Engage- 
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Engagcmwts, had over-run Poland with fore'gn 
Troops. This Prelate was come lo H^arfaw^ wich 
the Leave of Augufius himfelf, who indeed could 
not deny it him. He went thither, under a Pre- 
tence of difpofing the King of Sweden to an Ac* 
commodation \ but, in Reality, perhaps, to ftnkc 
the laft Blow, and deprive a Prince of the Crown, 
*^ho had tranfgrcffcd the Laws of the Nation, 
Being admitted to an Audience of the King of 
Sweden^ he iiad a Quarter of an Hour's private 
Conference with his Majcfty^ who faid aloud, 
s^d^V'^That he would give no Peace to Poland^ till thty 
*jsrm,if had made choice of another King. Whether the 
"jI/^pH Cardinal was ftruck with this Declaration, upon 
|pnd,/i7/Au- feeing Matters fo nigh, or that he had a mind to 
JL*^" ^conceal the Joy> which might arife from a Rcfo- 
lution that fecur'd the Lioerty of his Ccuntry, 
^^ but he feem'd to be very much troubled at ic 
However, he gave Notice of it to the Palatinates, 
by which Means he difcovcr*d, in fome meaftirc* 
bis real Sentiments- j^i^j- ^-* :. j' * ^ ^ ^ ^^^ 
jiugt^us found it was now no lonser l^ime tp ^ 
deliberate, and that his Crown depended upon th^ 
^^^Fatc of a Battle. The two Armies met ncj^f 
5^'''^ CBfo^.y bctwcei^ fffarfaw and Cracow. The Vic- 
tory w<u obtained by Charles XII. who, purfuing his 
Enemy as hrz^Cracow,^ entred the City, and the 
Caftle farxendrcd at Difcredon. 
|J^^«5r V An Aqcidentt, which happened to the King of 
tim^t0itSw^3en^ had like to have changed the Face ofAf- 
*|^^^ fairs. His Horte broke his Thigh^ as he was 
^rr^fur ^^^^{^i^g put of Cracow 9 which obligM him tq * 
keep his Bed fix Weeks. It was fpread over all 
Europe^ that he was trampled to death under his 
Horfe's Feet, This falfe Report gave Life to thf 
Followers of jfupiftusj confirmM his doubtful 
Friends, fhock'd his private Adverfaricjf^ and 
threw his open Enemies into Defpair^ 
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But this Rumoiiv was ibon difpcrfcd* Augttjius 
fly ifig before the Conqueror^ got together fomc 
Pularines at Sendomiry who were zealous ia his 
Service, They there rcfblv'd upon fending an 
Embafly to the King of Sweden^ to offer him the 
Mediation of the Republic, betwixt himfelf and 
tlie King of Poland^ Augujtus then came to IVar- ^ c.^^«^it 
fdz:?^ with a Train of Negotiations conftantly at^^'jf^^^'^ 
his Heels. Another Aflembiy, called together 
in that City, confirmed theEmbafly refolv'd upon 
ai Sendomr. Mortxiny the chief AmbaflTador^Ti^^iirfMi/if 
wrote to the King of Swed^n^ to know at what ^^^^r^ 
time his Majelly would be pleafcd to give themAr/mw.rir 
Audience. The King made Anfwer, That hc"^*^*^'* 
was furpri2*d the Republic fhould offer him their 
Mediation in an Aff'air, wherein themfclvcs were*^ ^^'^^ 
become a Party, as the Army of Poland had en-chir^«xiL 
gng*d with him at CUffow^ and the Poles ftili daily ^r^"^^ 
cxercifed Hoftilities upon the Swcdai but if not* 
withllanding the Republic difown*d thcfe Aftions, 
and were willing to clear themfelves of the Sufpi- 
cions they had railed, the firft Step would be, to 
remove the A£lors, and punifli them in an exani' 
plary manner, as a Proof of the fincere Affcflion 
they proftfs'd to bear towards Sweden ^ and after 
this Juliitication he ihould be ready to talk with 
them. 

Whilft the King of Swtden aflumed the Lan- 
guage of a Conqueror, Auguftus^ returning frotn 
his hereditary Dominions, whither he had taken 
a Journey, came to TJorw, and prefided in thc^- 
Great Council he had called together in ihatCity.w/^^ffi^r" 
The AOembly accepted of the Emperor's ^^^1^-^^^^^^ 
tion^ in behalf of the Republic^ and rcfolv'd to 
declare War upon the King of Sweden ^ in calc he 
xefus'd d:je Mediators which they offer'd him. 
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j-Q5^ Tiie Cardinal Primate, who had already dt- 
5ir.^«ii*^ throned Auguftusm hU Mind, willing to oppofb 
w^"t^* Councils to Councils, called an Affembly at /f>i*- 
fawi but thefniallNumberot Senators who came 
thither, and the Prefence of the Swedes^ who h?A 
got PoffciTion of the Cadic, oblig'd him to put it 
oif to another Time* ^agxtftui was then at A'h- 
riffihurgj witU fomc of his Party, wham he Uid 
under the Obligation of ne^w Oaths. 

In the mean time the King q{ Sweden gave Au- 
dience to the Deputies of ths Council^ and then 
conferring with the Cardinal* he let him know 
w* Bm^^his Intentions, by a Declaration to this Purpofcj 
i!!!^a^^. That the King of Pi?ijW olferM Peace, or made 
War, as he was more or Icfs prefs'd by the SweSJb 
Arnns ; That the King of SiufdnH^ defiring that a 
free Atfcnibly might be called, of all the Mcnj- 
bcrs of the Republic, to reftore Tranquillity in 
Poland^ K'mg AUguJiuSi feconded by his Followers 
^t Marienhurg^ had treated that Aifembly, caJl'd 
together at f^arfazv by the Primate, as an unhiw^ 
ful Meeting, whereas it was his Council at Ma- 
rtemhourg which more juftly deferv'd the Name of 
Conventicle : That they had there made fuch 
open and repeated Menaces of War and Rupifure 
between the Republic and Sweden j that he was 
£itisfied the Affembly was not guided by a Spirit 
^ Peace and Reconciliation, but rather infliiehc^ 
by the Author of the Troubles, whofe Scntimeafii 
and Defigns they folely expreft'd : That this Con- 
du6l had too much opened the Eyes of the King 
of Sweden^ to fuffer himfelf to be any longer 
amufcd by the Delays of Negotiations': That how- 
ever his Majefty did norrefufe to make a pirppct 
Peace with the Republic, for which he had^vcft 
fignal Proofs of his Atfeftion, by refufing the 
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Advantages of private Treaties offered to his Ma- 
icfty, but injurious to the Liberties of Poland: 
That they would do well, not to refufe the Of. 
fcrs of Affiftance and Confirmation of the Al- 
liance, made by his Majefty to the Republic, 
which if they did, they might have Caufc tore- 
pent of: That laftly, he had pointed oat the 
fureft Means of procuring Peace, and was ready 
to hearken to the Propofitions which fhould be 
made him on that Subjeft, in an Affembly where^ 
in the Primate of the Kingdom ihould prefide, 
whom his Prudence and Love for Juftice ought 
CO fender agreeable to both Parties. 

Charles Xlh who did not love long Treaties, 
and grew tir*d of Inadivity, left Praagj to fall 
upon the SaxoNS at Pultufcb. As he was upon liia 
March, he received the PrimarC's Anfwer to the 
foregoing Declaration. The King, who defired 
a pofitive Anfwer, was difpleafed with the Ob- 
fcurityofthe Primate's Letter. The only Point 
in it plainly expr^fs'd, was a Proteftation, never 
to dethrone Jitiguflus. 

In the mean time Charles paDcd the Rivers, iie^rxm 
marched againft i\i^ Saxons^ and drove them be-p{^4.'* 
fore him. His Prefence was fufficient to procure 
a Vidory. After this late Succefs, he advanced 
under the Walls of Thom^ which was blockaded TWn «&r- 
by eight thoufand Swedes. The Place was forti-il '^^ 
fied with a Garifon of fix thoufand Saxons ; but 
as large as the Garifon was, it was far inferior to 
the 8000 Swedes^ who beficg'd it, 

Juguftus^ yielding on all Sides to the viftorioiis 
Artns of his Enemy, dragged his Misfortunes 
along from Town to Towcj, and at laft cali'd 
Jhis Friends together, to repair his Lofles. He 7h Dia m 
^penM a Diet at £jrf&. whither ihcardinal had J;;;i^^ 
the AflTurance to -^ 'em'd to 19* 

promii^ fiir^ p toolp 
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Ae Oithft wicK due reft^ nsnx to toofyum t&i 
dcthroniiig oi} AMgfiftus^ and to do all he oooU 
for the P^ervacion of his CrawiL Bf dut neua 
he prevented the violent RefblotioMk wUcbwae 
dken talked of, of abofiihuig hit IMgffiC]r» Bad 
declaring him a Traitor to his Oanatryy and 
on&ithful.to his Prince. The Aflenlilf gafe 
Augwfius Leave to raife Taxes, for the &ippQrt 
of the War, and to make vhat AUiucca k 
judg'd proper, with foreign Powen. He rqpeated 
die Oaths he had before uken at Settdndr^ w 
afTure the Poleff that he had no Defiga upoA die 
Liberty of their Country. 
ntF^ The Aflembly which was held afterwards^ and 
JSSf^ ^ ^^^^^ P^fi-^omilial^ as it conlbnaf foUops c^ 
Diecs or Comiiia^ impowered the Cardinal and die 
Commiffioners of the Republic to let the King <tf 
Sweden know^ that the Refolutions taken at 
Xjiblin^ did in no wife derogate from the Power 
already given the Commiifioners to conclude z 
Peace ; that, on the other hand, they had ali- 
mented thofe Powers to treat with his Swei^ 
Majefty, from whofe Equity they had Caufe ID 
expeA fuch Conditions as fliould be agreeable to 
nrConfiM/Reafon. Purfuant to thefe Refoludons, the Car- 
^5JJJ/J^ dinal came to fVarfaw^ and inforrping the Conh 
wn'M tltu miffioners of what was done, he wrote to the King 
^t^i^of Sweden upon this Subjeft, who made Anfwer, 
<ww» «» that he fliould do nothing to hinder a reafonabk 
iSS?*"^ Peace. 

Hb Majefty meant nothing by thefe genersf 
Terms, but a Peace that was agreeable to his own 
Intentions. To bring the Poles fomewhat nearer 
B» ^•fXo his Defigns, he changed the Blockade of STSorS 
T?/«r- to a Siege in Form ; and the Garifon, obl^d'tb 
fiirrender at Difcretion, found more favourabk 
Conditions from the King^s Generofity, tlian they 
could have hopM for from a Trcjity* 

Aufufim 
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Au^uftus feeing that his Forces daily came to ^^^% 
nothing, fcnt an EmbalTy to the Czar o{ Mufcovy^baJyj!it9 "^ 
to conclude a Treaty of Alliance Oflfenfive and^*"^°^* 
Dcfenfive, notwithftanding it was opposed by fome 
of the Senators. Thefe Proceedings, againft the 
Inclinations of the PoleSy ftill farther alienated 
their AfFcdions from him, and favoured the Af- 
fcmbly of the Confederates, which the Primate »7M- 
held at W'arfaw. The Prelate talkM of nothing ,^,:^1;; 
but quieting the Troubles of the Kingdom ; and^ariaw. 
fo far as to give the King Notice, that it had 
been proposed to dethrone him. But, thinking 
he had done enough to give a Colour to his Ani- 
ons, he foon after entered into all the Views of 
the Confederation. 

As foon as the Cardinal had thrown off the^'^intwy 
Mask, the Interregnum was refolv'd on by the°n^/£r^ . 
Confederates. Some of them, ftruck with the^«i/'^*^"« 
Confequences of fuch a Refolution, and likewife 
affefted with the Menaces of the Czar and King 
Augujiusy declared they came not to the Aflembly 
to dethrone the King, but only to heal the Ma-^ 
ladies of the Republic, Their Zeal funk or rofe 
in Proportion to the Circumftances that intervened. 
Auguftus^ then at Cracow with his Followers, de-Au^mii<iH 
clarM the Nobility affembled at Warfaw, to be^'^w 
Rebels and Traitors. This News cxafperated^^^*' 
them ftiU more ; and fome of the Deputies broke "*'^' 
out into furious Invedtives againft the King: 
•' Which of our Privileges, ({aid they) however 
** facred, has not Auguftus violated ? The People 
** are impoveriflied, the principal Families of the 
^* State oppreflcd, all Poland cnQaved by Sapcon 
** Garifons, the Fire of War kindled to confume 
^* the little Renuios of our expiring Liberty : 
^* And are not thde fubftantial Proofi that Au-- 
*< guftus tramples tfr ^ "^^ onr moft Acred 

** Liawsy uAdnf* 

Thcfe 
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. Thefe hold and free DUfgixJe^ ceiiifnnd ik 

Rerolutions of the Allembly9 j«^.€po3iinig^ M 

of the Deputies a3 had fufiered .tb|etr ReiidwpBi 

cpoL A new Incident reviy'dvrhei|r firft Wi|iadi 

and difpeil'd all their Dwbfifr alxiut dcdnm 

pfUttUm^Aumftus. They learnt hf « JLetier from Aw 

^Jj"^. Alexander SobU/ki, that his two B when J^^iwr si 

ibntiiie car^Conftantim were OLrried off near Brefiaw tkSiU^ 

"o!!^.%'^^J ^I^c Orders of the King of Pidand. Thii Via 

Anguftui. lence let loofe the Tongues of the wbok Afln 

bly, and they made no manner of HefitatioB 

refolve upon the Interre^mm. 

Augufiu^ was no iboner inform'd of what - 
pafs'd ia the Aflembly at H^arfaw^ than he 9^ 
Notice of it to the Diet of Ratisbon. He i 
Word of it likewife to the Pope, who uftd 
utmoft Endeavours to prevent fo ftrange a Rr . 
ww'^rAr ^"^'^"- ^^^ PoHtif wrotc to thc Pfimate in prcf , 
^w/ fing Terms, not to give fo great a Scandal te 
^f^wl?/* ^^^<^P^ f but the Blow was already ftruck. Tk 
A/ri/9///rty:. Cardinal, in his Anfwer to the Pope, defcribed 
the Injury offered to the two Princes in moft livdj 
Colours ; he repeated the fcveral Attempts 0! 
King Augujltis upon the Liberty of Poland^ the 
^'tfjv^^^j introduced into the Heart of the Kingdoiu, 
a War enter'd into to drain the Republic, and mis 
great Families, the Defeats oi Augujlusj the Ra- 
vage of Poland^ the abfolute Contempt of exe- 
cuting the Pa£la Conventa^ a facred Contrafi, 
broke and trampled under Foot by Auguftus, He 
added in his Letter, that the Cries and Groans 
of their oppreffed Country had at laft entered into 
the Heart of the good £^i?j, who had no other 
Way left of relieving their common Modicr, 
than by refcuing her from the Hands of the Op- 
preflcr. Laftly, he juftified his Aflpciation with 
Z^jofden^ and (Concluded with calling in doubt the 
Sincerity of Augufiui^ Converfion. 

This 
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This Letter^ (harp as k was, made no Alcera- 
tion in the Pope's Refolution ; he wrote back to 

the Cardinal, advifing him co Temper, and not 
to make the Evil worfe, by dethroning the King, 
The Pope's Solicitations had no Efte6t upon the 
Cardinal, and the hHerregnumy alreadjr rzioWd'^^^vt^ 
upon, was publifh'd in the Beginning of MayJ>-^^^ 
The Heat of their Paffions had hindcr'd, feveral 
PaLttines from feeing the Confequence of fuch dan- 
gerous Proceedings ; but when they came to con- 
fider of them more cooly, they were ftiock'd at 
what they had done, and went off from the rc&J^'^'/f'" 

^1 rr^i /* * 1 of fame 

of the Confederates. They faid they came to^ptf otjm* 
fVarfaw with no otlier View, than to labour for ''^-'!j^"j!j*' 
Peace, and not to prolong the Troubles by fuch^"=^^i?' 
violent Methods, as could only end in the abfo- 
lute Ruin of the Conimon wealth- 

There was no Regard paid to their Separation ; 
on the other hand, they refolved to finiih what 
they had already begun. General /7j?r;j^, the King ^^^^^ 
of Sweden's. Miniftcr in this Affair^ came to the^^:>Af£/ 
Aflembly with the Palatine of Pojnanin, and xht^^^^f^^ 
Marihal of the Contederation, who had been to^^c* 
make him a Vifit- The Bifhop of Po/nama^ and 
the Palatines of Pofnania and Siradta were appoint-^ 
ed the Commiffionersof the Republic co treat With 
this General. 

Augujius^ cnrag'd at the Conduct of the Con- 
federates, broke out into a feverc Inveftivc againft 
them in the General Diet, which he had call'd to V^J^*'^ '^ 
meet at Senaomtr. But neither his Menaces, nor"/r*/i>Au- 
his Complaints, were capable of putting a Stop^*^*"'* 
to the Proceedings of the Confederates, who foon rhcDitr^f 
open'd a Diet at iVarfaw for the Eledion of a new wif^w.*' 
King. The Candidates namM were Prince ^i^* camUd^aa 
xander Svbie/ki^ the Prince of Contu and fome/*™?<"y '* 
others i but the Eyes of all were fix*d upon thc'^^"^' 
former two. Prince Alexander was 6vourcd b^ . 

Cc a -^is^ ^ 
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the Iting o{ Sweden^ whofe Proceftion was crf'grpat 
Weight with moft Part of the Eledors, who were 
no other than the Inftruments of his Will. The 
Prince of Conti was fupported by the Cardinal, 
who was almoft the only One of his Party. jtU^ 
^'^'Aie- xander^ prefled by Charles XII. to accept the 
eflci jlr/rwf Crown, protcfted that he would never afcend a 
^^y ^*» Throne which Fortune had denied his elder Bro- 
ther. This Moderation of young ^^i^i, and the 
few Friends of the Prince of Coxtiy caused all 
Mention of them to be dropt in the Diet. The 
other Candidates divided the Voices of the Aflem- 
bly, whO) finding they, were not likely to agree 
about them, gave them all up. 

A new Candidate,, who had almoft every Voice 

on his Side, contributed not a little to make them 

^^"'^a: entirely forgotten. This was Stanijlaus Lecxinjkiy 

plflum\f V2i\zx\x\^o[^ Pofnania^ a young Lord, brave, libe- 

«tr"'jv ^^'' ^^^ indefatigable, and of a Difpofition likely 

'hnCt^Zc to put an end to all their Divifions. The King 

'^' of Sweden^ wiio at firft warmly declared in behalf 

Hthd'/.n of Pnncc Jlcxcvuier^ not finding him difpos'd to 

A.7«f yW comply with his Intentions, afterwards left the 

^°^ Liberty of chufing to the Nobility •, but when 

he heard they had own'd the Merit of Stanijlam, 

he defired that he might be proclaimed King 

without any Regard to the ufual Formalities, 

which took up more Time than was confident 

with his Vivacicy. Stanijlaus wa^ then declared 

King of Poland^ and Grand Duke of Lithuania^ 

at Nine in the Evening, by the Bifliop of Pfff- 

nania. 

^^ yiugujiusy having learnt at Kamin the Eleftion 

of the Palatine of Pofnanidy affernbled in that City 

the great Council he had called together at Sen- 

'^'i'domir. Staniflaus was there declared a Rebel and 

X" Traitor to his Country. The great Zeal of Jlu- 

pf(/?/r:'s Party might have kept him in Heart, if 

bis 
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« his Arms had been Icfs unfuccefsful ; but whilft 
5 he was engaging with his Rival by vain Declara- 
^ tions, the Swedes were, routing the Saxon Troops, 
r. upon which he ftill founded fome fmall Degree 
^ of Hopes. 

Count Leewenbaupty a Swedijh General, with an 
= Army of 7000 Men, fell upon 12000 Saxons^ 
t commanded by Prince fViefnowiskij upon the Banks P«wwief- 
; of the Duna, cut off 3000 of them, put the ^tik/Zld^b^' 
i to Flight, and feized upon their Baggage and i-^w^J^^p^ 
f Artillery. This Lofe was followed by another, crW. 
which was lefs confiderable indeed as to the Num- 
ber of the Slain, but of much greater Confequence 
as to the Quantity of Officers involv' d in it. The 
Saxons thinking to furprize 3000 Swedijh Dra- 
goons, who were encampM in the Neighbour- 
hood of Pofe)!^ march'd to attack them by Night ; 
but the S'lvedcs received them fo briskly, that they 
drove them back, and intirely defeated them. 

The King of Sweden allowed Augufius no longer ^Jj»^^* 
Intermiflion, than the Swedijh Generals did theguftw, ^Jlfct 
Generals of the Saxons. He advanced towards ;J^'J^/^J^ 
Solocky where that Prince lay encamp'd ; butwar&w, 
yfugujlus deceiving his Enemy by an extraordi-^X'^" 
nary March, appeared before IVarfaw^ which he 
forced to open her Gates to him. The Caftle, 
into which General Home retired, was obliged to 
furrender, and the Garifon were made Prifoners 
of War, after having obtained fome Conditions, 
which alleviated their Fate. Charles XII. not 
having Time enough to hinder the Entrance of 
Auguftus^ was unwilling to lofc the Benefit of his 
March, and therefore laid fiege to Leopold^ which/^4«r' 
he carried the next Day by Aflkult, though the^^j^^^^^ 
Garifon made a ftout Refiftance. He found a d^xsng^*/ 
confiderable Booty in the City. *^*^°- 

C c 3 



'3po The Hijiory of the 

After thb laft Succefs, the Swedijb Army, which 

was iom'd before Leopdd by King Stamjtaus and 

his Followers, decamped to fall upon the Troops 

of Augufiusy which lay within a few Leagues of 

Warjaw upon the Fiftuta. JuguftuSj fearing his 

ill Fortune, divided his Army, which conI\(ied of 

45000 Men, into three Bodies, that the Kbg of 

Sweden might not aufh him to pieces with a fingle 

Blow. 

7hi Party •/ Whilft he was endeavouring to fave his Forces, 

l^u his RivaPs Party was increafing daily. The Pala- 

tine of Xjowj who had formed a Party under the 

Name of the Indifferents^ foon went over to Sta- 

rb€CafdinsimJlau$. The Cardinal himfclf, who had not as 

ISl'friZ'. yet abfolutely declared himfelf, embraced his 

Caufe ; and to give him a Proof of the Sincerity 

^^^^^^, of his Intentions, he call'd a General Diet to meet 

iaw,juiyii.at Warfaw^ to confirm his Elcdbion, and fix the 

Day of his Coronation. The Affembly joined 

stamMbus with the Primate, and Sianijlaus was crown'd in 

''^wj^ the Church of Sc. Jobn^ having fworn to the Ob- 

%f cfuo- fervation of the Palia Convent a the Day before. 

pow- Charles XII. was prefent at the Ceremony inccgnito^ 

and had the Pleafure of feeing a King confirmed, 

who ow'd his Crown to him. 

The Cardinal did not long ferve the new King. 
^^^^^"'-'He died at Dantzick on the 13th of Offober. This 
4^us7" Gentleman, whofe Charafter has been fo diffe- 
Jiis Story, J-prl^ly jfriypn by different Parties, was the Son of 
Jerome Radzieiowjkij Staroft of Lomza^ and after- 
wards Vice-Chancellor of the Kingdom. The 
young Radzteiowjki was left an Orphan at nine 
Years old, and Queen Louifa^ affefted with his 
. Misfortune, gave him an Education fuitable to 
his Birth. When he was grown up, he followed 
' the Fortunes of Sobtejki^ who in 1679 nominated 
him to the Bilhoprick of Warmerlandt^ and made 

him 
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him Vicc-Chancellor of the Kingdom. Pope 
Innocent XL honourM him with the Roman Purple 
in 1683 ; and the King foon after gave him the 
Prim.^cy of Poland. 

He is reprefented on one Side as a crafty Villain, ^"C^'^- 
and on the other as a Man of Ability and Pcn?-'"^' 
tratlon ; but in Reality was only timorous and 
wavering. One may venture to aver, that his 
Conduft at Lublin was wholly owing to this Dif- 
pofition, whither he went to fwear that he wouU 
preferve the Crown to AuguJluSy and immediately 
returnM to IVarfaw to abjure the Oath he had 
taken ; in the firft place, ftruck with an Apprc- 
henfion of feeing a Blow given to his Dignity, 
and then returning to his Fears, and fancying that 
Augujlus had ftill fome evil Defign againft the 
Liberty of his Country. Befides, he was like all 
the Polesy an Enemy to a King whom he did not 
make, and unfaithful to the Head of a Republic, 
which was ever jealous of the Conduftof its Sove- 
reign. 

The Treaty, already b^un between King Sfa^ ATnat^ht 
nijlaus and the King of Sweden^ was at laft Rgn^d'^c/sw 
and ratified by the two Monarchs. The principal ^J][^j['"i 
Aim of this Treaty was to fupport Slanijlaus upon" 
the Throne, and the two Eftates in a firjn and 
durable Alliance. But Charles XIL fcrved Stani- 
Jlaus better by Deeds than Promifes. His valiant 
Swedes J difFufed throughout all Poland j clear'd it 
of its Enemies. A hundred thoufand MufcwtUs^ j-J^^ 
which made up feveral Bodies of Troops, 'wtxtxZ.uJm. 
this Year either flain or routed in the ^ing^^tir 
But the moft fatal Blew to Augujlufi Pi«y yht ^'j^.^T T 
the Defeat of his Troops at Prauwenjlads. Jiti^Ti 1 m 
fcbildfj at the Head of 1 0000 of his braiTt lioldio^**" 
fell upon the Enemies Army, which ^mvusnc^ w 
20000 Men. The two Wings oftbr£n$wy^ 
way to the Impetuofity of the Sweds. u^qil 
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firft Onfet, and what ^owe4 wat radier A Shiij^ 
ter than in Engfigemenc, The Conquerors braioe 
die Foot with their uftiuJ Fury nocwithftanding: 
all their Efforts, and the Field of Battle was Soon 
cover'd with the Slain. Seven thoofiuid of the 
Enemy were left upon the Place, and Eight thoo- 
&nd taken Prifoners ; and yet fo conipleat a Vic^ 
torv did not coft the Swedes above Three hundicd 
ana fixty of their Men, anuxigfl: whom were fome 
Officers of Diftindion. This brave A&ion did 
not laft above three Hours. Befidei the Advan<« 
tage of Numbers, the Saxons were commanded 
that Day by the famous General ScbuUembmirg^^ 
who but a little while before hadgain'd the Com*. 
mendations of Charles and StantjlaHs for an exceU 
Jcnt Retreat. 

As foon as this bad News had reachM the Ear 

of Augujlusj he had recourfe to his ufual Remc- 

tjh^a ^^^^' ^ 8^^^ Council was caird at IVarfaw^ 

grtut cwmrx/ where his Majefty then was. He foon after march*d 

#/ waiiaw. jj^ence jQ Cracowy which he ftrcngthen'd with 

new Fortifications, dcfigning to make it the Re- 

pofitory of his Artillery. It was from this City. 

he obferv'd the Motions of the Swedes^ and law 

the Lithuanians^ to his great Vexation, pafs over 

to the Standards of his Rival. But nothing aficfk* 

ed him more than the Dcftru6lion of the Mufco^ 

vitesj his Allies, who perifhed moft of them by 

TCrMttfco. Hunger or Cold. They were reducM to fo great 

JfTat G^d- Diftrefs, that they were forced to quit Grodno j to 

^' the Number of 1 5000 Foot, and near 5000 Horfe, . 

which the King of ^Jw^^^ haraffed fo briskly in 

^hdr Retreat, that very few of them were left. 

But Augufius had ftill fome Hopes left of repair- 

ig his Misfortunes by Aflilbnce from Saxony. 

nd Charles XII. underftood, that he muft take 

im him all his Hopes from thence, before he 

puld reduce him to quit the Field to Stamfiaus. 

He 
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■Ce had no fooncr formed this RefoUition, but he ^^^'^'-^ 
^^cred Saxony 9 This Angular Conqueror wooidmmrci^siuto 
^3ot:fuffcr the Arrival of an Enemy's Army to be^**"*^' 
1 icccnded with any Difturbance to the State, The 
t.*vere Difcipline of his Soldiers guarded the Coun- 
try from ali Infult ; but the Saxons could hardly 
a^e brought to believe it, who fled from Town to 
5S iTown upon the Approach of the Swedes. 
.^ To remove all their Fears, Charles publiflied a 
ia^eclaration, which was a kind of general Safe- 
ie^ard, forbidding all Perfons whatfoever to leave 
^heir Goods, or convey them away, under feverc 
L^enalties ; and then marching farther into the 
iJEleftorate, he gave Orders for the Security of the 
^Tradcfmen at the Mart of Leipftcky which was 
Icept as ufual. In the mean time he did not lofe 

- Viewi.of his Dcfign, to withdraw from Auguftus 
\ all the Succour he could hope for from Saxony ^ 
*; ixrhich he did by impofing immenfe Contributions 
I upon the Towns. 

I Auguftus feeing at laft his Affairs in the Condi.- 

j tion he had long been afraid of, grew fenfible of 

; his Weaknefs m Poland^ and the Ncceffity of re- 

j moving Charles XII. from his hereditary Domi- 

i nions. He found he muft yield to the prefent 

I Conjunfture, and fubmit to the Conqueror. He 

I determined therefore to offer fome Propofals to An^nftus 

, his Enemy, and difpatch'd Baron d' Imhof and{;;r2^Vmr 

- Finften to the King of Sweden. Thefe two Mini-'?/" Sweden/* 
fters came to the Swedijh Camp, but privately,^'""-* 

J for fear the Mufcovites ihould know, that he was 
minded to treat with Charles XII. He gave them 
full Powers, and a Blank fign*d. Charles XIL 
receiving the Letter they brought him from Au- 
guftus j opened it and read it. He bid them wait '^'^^Jy^ "f 
one Moment, and he would give them an Anfwer ; %h^r! 
and going into his Clofet, whei€ he. tarried not 
long, he returned widi ajpapr^ 
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which he gave Baron if Imhf.po readt The Con* 

tents of it were as follows i 

^« I confent to ^vc Peace upon the feUowing 
^* Cbnditions, in which it muft not be ex- 
«< peaed that I Ihall make the leaft Altera- 
•* tion, 

<^ I. That King Augufius renounce for ever thi 
^^ Crown of Poland \ that he acknowledge Sim^ 
** Jlaus as lawful King> and that he pronufe never 
*< to remount the Throne, not even a^r the Death 
«« QiStaniflaus. 

<< IL That he renounce all other Treaties^ and 
** particularly thofc he has made with Mufcwf. 

^* III. That he fend back with Honour the 
" Princefs Sobiejki into my Camp, and all the 
*^ Prifoners he has ever taken. 

" IV. That he deliver into my Hands all the 
*' Defertcrs which have entered into his Service, 
*' and particularly John Patiulj and that all Pro- 
** ceedings be ftopt againft fuch as have pafs'd 
*' from his Service into mine." 

The Plenipotentiaries of Auguftui could never 
obtain from Charles the leaft Abatement of the 
Rigour of thefe Conditions, ancj fo were forced to 
comply with his imperious Inflexibility. 

Charles exercifcd then in Saxony an abfolute 
Power; he defired to know the Strength of 
the Ekftorate, and the State of the Finances, 
and immediately they "obeyed his Orders. The 
Hegiljers were laid before him, and by that Means 
he Knew how much he could demand of the 
Eftates, from which he ftraight cxafted 625000 

Crowns 




Crowns a Month, which he afterwards reducM to?"'^^S? 

500000* trtbiftiaRi t< 

Whilft he was thus draining Sa^Qn}\ Prince',*'/^'^'^ 
Menzikoff the Czar's GeneralilTimo, at the Head 
of 30000 Men, joined Augujlui with his Jitcle 
Army of about 60DO PoUs and Saxons, The 
Arrival ot the MufiovUes threw his Majelly into a 
ftrange Confufion- He was under the moft tcr- 
tible Apprehenfions from them, in cafe his Nego- 
tiation with Sweden came to be difcover'd \ but 
what threw him into a much greater Perplexity^ 
was the Prefencc of loooo Siuedes^ commanded 
by General Mcyerfeldt. He would have been 
glad to dechne an Engagement, for fear he (hould 
irritate a Conqueror, who was already too much 
inccnfed. He is faid to have given Notice to the 
Swedijh General, that there was a Negotiation on 
foot between him and Charles XIL but this Cir- 
cumftance only added to the Ardour of the Swedes. 
Compeird at laft to yield to the Inftances of J^Jbn!^ 
Vnvic^ Menzikcffy and provok'd by the Confi-^V'/^f 
dence of AUyerfddt^ he confented to a Battle, ^/^^^^X 
which> whether loll or won, could not but prove^****" 
alike fatal to him. It fcem'd as if Fortune, till then 
obftinately bent to purfue him, declared at laft 
in his Favour, only to advance his Ruin by a 
Kindncfs fhcw'd too late. The Swedes were con- 
quered ; but the Vidory of At^gujius fervM only 
to make the Yoke more heavy, which Charles 
Xir laid upon him. 

Augufius wascntring JVarfa^ in Triumph, when ^^^^^^^^ 
*^Ft^Jhr^ one of his Plenipotentiaries, prefcnted him:S;^«i! 
with the Treaty of Feat e, which dcpriv'd him of 
the Crown. In the firft Emotions of his Heart, 
upon Sight of the faul Inftrument of his Shame, 
be doubted whether he fhould not march at the 
Head of his viftorioui Troopi ro fall upon tbc 
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King ei Stffide9$ m Saxffnly I but fear ing^ to be om- 
wbelm'd in an Ahy&y which was already funk too 
deep, he at laft complied to fign his Abcficaiioo, 
and went into Smony^ hoping to di£irm his ia- 
flexible Enemy by his Prefen^e/ 
7^ ^rt^ The two Kings inct at GuntersJhrf in Count W 
ctoi«xn ^^ Quarters. They were feveral times together, I 
«rtA Ao- 'and Charles (hew*d great Refpefl; to jit^Aftins ^ but t 
^^"^^ tbefe vain Appearances brought but little Conib- 1 
lacion fi>r the Severity of CbarUsy who made hiffi 
pay dear for the Vidory at Calijb^ which he gain'd 
AofiSn over General MtfirftUt. This Severity went 6 
SSStafT" ^ ^* ^^ oblige Wm tt> write a Letter of Congra* 
i^^iNf ^«^tulation to SianiJIaus upon hb Advancement to the 
i'^SIil^'* Crown. Angujius fwallow'd.thisuneafy Circum* 
jtance with the Policy of a Man that was accu- 
Homed to fad Revolutions ; but he knew not how 
to digeft the Affront of being compeird to give 
ap Patkulto the Vengeance of the King of Sweden, 
rterattff John Renold Patkul^ a Gentleman of Livonia^ 
'>«'^ had done great Services for Augujlus. He was 
the Czar's Ambaflador, and was demanded back 
in very high Terms. On the other hand, CbarUs 
XII. would grant no Peace to Auguftui on any 
other Condition, than the giving up oi Patkul into 
his Hands. Thefe Circumftances, and the Dread 
pf being reproached with Ingratitude, lay heavy 
upon Augtiftus. At laft he thought to lave his 
Reputation, and fatisfy the King of Sweden^ by 
contriving the Prifoner's Efcape, before the Stvedes 
could feize upon his Perfon •, but PaikuPs ill For- 
tune difappointed the King's Difcretion. The 
". .jGovernor of the Caftle, where he lay imprifoned, 
dmianded a large Sum of Money of him to fet 
hiimAt Liberty, which Patkul refufed to give him. 
IThilft they were difputing, the Swedes came up, 
id the Viftim was forced tg be (jplivered into 
leir Hands. 

The 
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^ The unforcunace Patkul was Gondemned to 
ar^ broke alive upon the Wheel, and bore that 
,:*jnilhmcnt with Conftancy, which in its very 
£5^ apparatus is capable of ftaggering the ftoutcft 
I^^folution. His Crimes were, his oppofing the 
""S/ill of Charles XI. Father to Charles l/ill. in 
r'^ainwining the Liberties oi Livonia his Country, 
^Mnd fucceflivcly pafling -into the Service of >fo- 
t:m4ftus and the Czar, the fworn Enemies of Sweden. 
»c-3is Character of Ambaffador ought to have 
^guarded him againft fuch barbarous Treatment ; 
z>ut Cbarlesy who confidered him only as a Rebel 
3ubje<a:, put him to a cruel Death, wliich was in 
gKis Eyes no more than an A6t of Juftice. 
- The Czar was highly provok'd at the Treaty 
■^concluded at Alt-Ranfiadt, and fent his Com- 2^^;^'/ 
5. plaints into all Europe of the Treatment oflferedv/o^'A^ 
. to his Minifter. He omitted nothing that mightp^JJ^tif 
P contribute to glut his Revenge. He gained over 
r to his Intereft the Principal of the PdeSj who 
met at Leopold in great Numbers, and ingaged 
^ them to a Refolution of elefting a new King, and 
i writing to all foreign Powers, not to acknow* 
ledge any other King of Polandy than the Perfoti 
whom they Ihould advance to the Throne. 

In the mean time Stanijlaus got himfelf to be 
acknowledged by moft of the Princes in Europe j 
fome of whom gave him that Satisfaftion, only 
that they might have it in their Power more cer- 
tainly to do him a Mifchief. 

There was held in May another Aflembly ^^Jj^J^ 
Lublhty in which the Throne was declared vacant, iin^^mfj 
The Diet was caird for a third Eleftion, when^^^ 
Stanijlaus^ leaving the King of Sweden in Saxony^ 
came into Poland viiih General Reinfcbildt at the 
Head of fxxteen Swedijh Regiments. Charles fol-jPj^'l^^"' 
lowed them foon after with the reft of the Army^/^llr/wiw 
Upon his Approach, the Czar retired fpecdily^*^- 
L into 
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into his' Dominioas i : b« nddier tlie^ice^rtlQr \ 
Difficulty of the Way* oouU'pucia.&bptt) 
Enemys who march'd hard to curae at htnt^ 

^^0%. ^^^ feveral Engagemenb^ in which th* i 
c\Ju% XII. were always Conqaerors^ the Army^ .vhich I 
&^ to wantNcccflarics,fcizcdupoB AfoW&w,aJ« 
tier Place of Polandj that was wcU iiipplied ^ 
Provifions. This Succour came very fcaSonMf 
before the Arrival of the Coovoy, which Gcnaill 
jMwenbaupt was to bring up^ with a Supply oil 
1 2000 Men. The King of Sweden* for ibme Tan 
dill purfuing the Muficviies^ marchM his Troopj 
TZeSwedUh towards Ukrania^ where he hop'd to fubfift thai 
mSl^r ^^^^y ^y ^^^^^ ^f MazippSy the Prince of thcl 
' ^ Cojfacksy who inhabit that Coimtry. . He ha^j 
enter'd into a private Treaty with this Genenl,] 
who fought to revenge himfelfof the Czar for the] 
ill Treatment he had received from him. The] 
Czar communicating to him his Defign of bring- 
ing the Cojfacks into greater Subjcftion, a fort of ' 
vagabond People like the Tartars^ Maxeppa told 
him it would be impoffible to execute his Projeft ; 
which threw the Czar into fuch Violence of Paf- 
Iion, that he threatened to have him impal'd 
alive. This General had ingag'd to join the 
King of Sweden with 30000 Men, who waited for 
him with Impatience, but in vain. The Coffack*^ 
Defigns were difcovercd by the Mufcovites^ who 
prevented the Execution of them, cue his Troops 
in pieces, and oblig'd him to fly for Shelter to 
the King of Sweden with 6000 Men, the feeble 
rhtCcnJittu Remains of his Army. His Towns were taken, 
<^^^"^ his Provifions plundered, the Enemy in the Heart 
'nllL/ti^ of his Dominions, deftroying with Fire and Sword, 
Swedes. ^n^i himfclf without any other Remedy than the 
AfFcftion of the Cojfacks. 

In 
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In the mean while Leewenhsaipt was bringing 
up the Ammunitions and Supplies, which the King 
of Sweden cxpcfted. The Czar, bform'd of his 
^arch, refolv'd to prevent his joining with the 
King oi Sweden. In (hort, it was a decifive Blow j 
and if this Convoy could be carried off, the Swedes 
muft be reduced to ftrange Extremities; and there- 
fore he made no Hefitation to march againft Lee* 
wenhaupty whom he encountered near Lefno. He 
had with him 50000 Men, and the General of 
the Enemy but 16000. But notwithftanding the 
Inequality of Numbers, the brave Swedes flood 
live obllinate Engagements in three Days ; but at 
lad he was overpowered, and oblig'd to retreat 
with the Lois of loooo of his Men. He fet firc^c«ww 
to the Waggons loaden with Provifions, to pre-?^'^J^ 
vent their falling into the Enemies Hands; but'*'^**''- 
the Mu/covites came up Time enough to extin- 
guifli the Fire, and fav'd the beft Part of the Am- 
munitions. 

Leewenbaupt arrived at the King's Camp crown'd 
with Glory, but without the Succours, which were 
now become abfolutely neceflary. The 5000 Men 
he had favM from Slaughter, far from being a 
Recruit, feem'd to be come only to increafe their 
Diftrcfs. 

So many Misfortunes would have caft down the 
Courage of any other Man than Charles XII. 
Trained up as he was in a Courfe of Profperity, 
one might have thought his LofTes would have 
hung the heavier on him> when he fell into Ad- 
verftty ; but lofing nothing of his natural Refolu- 
tion, he taught his Soldiers 'to bear the fevereft 
Hunger and moft durable Fatigues with Refigna- 
tion. At the Diftance he was from all Places, 
whence he might have expefted Relief, he had no 
Hopes but in Stanijlaus ; but this Prince had al* 
ready too much Bufine& upon his Hands from 
3 General 
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' great a Higizattl bf marcfaiiig4rfcd'E^dMu4'*^|)MR 
die JtdiK^ovifsy couM' oaffly li»vt 1^ 
jiiBjgnfi &very thing confpired to'h^ <he^Km[ of 
i'il^sSwiMBArmj. The WiMct^wailbftveA^lIitt 
^*«r* 2000 of his 9c»ldkrt jperifted \if OML. ^TM 
-Troops, which were fbmferly lb #eU HMUlMi||AI, 
had not then.wherewidial to g^ard theiA Ifetati^ 
leaft Injuries of the Weather. The moft ' f^ut d 
them were without Bootis without Shoess^ ^I'fdiduc 
Cloaths, and bften they all wanted BiCadr Itis 
Army, farther weakened by contiiliial Skii1iiiA0» 
^^j^'/ was at the Point of perifliing intirely, wlien CJkaiib 
XII. reckoning ail Obftacles as noduftg^ tteitttti 
lay fiege to Pultawa^ a Town fituate do the Ealt 
em Borders ofUkraniu. He flattered hifniJ^hat 
to put an End to the Mifcries of his Army by 
the Conqueft of this Place, where the Czar had laid 
up abundance of Provifions. But neither the Va- 
lour of the Swedes^ nor the Intelligence which 
Mazeppa had in the Place, were able to give Suc- 
«efs to the King of Sweden's Defign. He could 
not even prevent the Enemy from throwing Suc- 
cours icco the Town, and the Siege began to be 
drawn out into Length. Charles^ whofc Courage 
increafed by Difficulties, warmly prefs'd the Be- 
charie^^xii.^^B^^- "^^^ Curtain was already taken, when 
tL'^unded. he received a Wound in his Heel. This Acci- 
dent was followed by a Piece of Newis, which 
would have ftaggered any other Man of lefs Cou- 
rage than himfelf. 
^ ^^c ^^ learnt that the Czar was come up with an 
riww^ihtH Army twice as large as his own, which confided 
^^v-«»ui.but of 18000 Swedes^ and alike Number of Crf- 
facksy half dead with Cold and Want, The MaJ^ 
covite Army, befides the Advantage of Numbers, 
wanted nothing, and confifted of frefli Troops, 
and well experienced by leveral Engagements. 

Under 
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} Under thefe Extremities, Charles made a Jaft 
I Effort to lave his Army. His Wound put him 
out of a Condition to a£t with his wonted V igour. 
Inclos'd however between the Boryftbenes and 
the River of Pultowa^ and farther hemmed in by 
a numerous Army, ht wr4 under a NecefTicy of 
making his Way through the Enemy, or o\ ip^- rie Ket^u- 
riOiing with Hunger. He did not hefitate ^^^Q]^i^,xa. 
Moment. He fent for the Velt-Marlhal Rein- 
fcbildt into his Tent by Night, and gave himchark^ 
Orders to prepare to march againft the Mufcc-^^tiB^^. 
vites nckt Morning, which he received with a Sur- 
prize mix'd with Admiration. He withdrew to 
execute his Mailer's Comalanuls, who (lept found- 
ly till Break of Day. 

The two Monarchs, whofe Fortunt was to be 
decided by the Event of that great Day, had the 
Eyes of all Europe fix'd upon them*. They were 
both animated with an eager Defire of conquer- 
ing an irrcconcileable Enemy. Thirty Vi6tories 
did not allow Charles to doubt of Succefs ; which 
Alexiawitz flattered himfelf with likewife from his 
thirty Defeats, which had taught him how to 
Conquer ; both of them fond of Glory, Charles 
for its own Sake, and Alexitrjoitz for the Happi- 
nefs and Intereft of his Empire. The Swede had 
made Kings, and the Mufcovite had made Domi^ 
nions and SubjeAs. Charles rifqited his whole 
Reputation ; and Alexiowitz^ to the Tide ot 
Founder of a People and an Empire, fought to 
give the Addition of the Conqueror of the great-* 
eft General of his Age. 

This Aftion began by Break of Day between '^ffj^^ 
the two Armies. The Swedes j to the Number of £^7 
25000, came out of their Trenches, and march'd 
direftly againft the Enemy, who were beginning 
to form their Camp. The Swedijb Horfe fell 
upon the Eicmics Squadrons with their ufuatl Fury, 

Dd and 
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^fh*Mif^znd the Mufcovites fell back in Difordcr. Suceeli 
sw^' already declared for their Encpaie:^, and Cb^ria 

made no doubt of winning the Day« when the 

2'C«f' Czar flop t the Fugitives, rallied his Horfe, majck 

Tri^i, ^ h^^d agamft the Conquerors^ broke ih,em, ^ 

jwijpi** M drove mem before him with all the Fury that the 

'*'^' Shaitic of having turn'd their Backs and v engeaoce 

could jnfpire. C^ar/^j cxpefted with Imuaticaw 
£jm]u/^^*^ General Crrt(/j» whom he had detach'd w^^^ 
•ftb^^^SOoo Horfe, Ihould fall upon the Enemy to 

Flank \ but Creuts was march'd off. This Cir- 

cumftance fccured the Mufcovites^ and was the 

^nf!^^ All however was not yet dcfperace* The King 
Jl^^-'^'of 5mvJ^ff difpofcd the Troops he had Icft^ in two 
*^' Lines. Thp Foot were ported in the Center, and 
fupportcd on each Side by the Horfc» which 
made up ihe two Wings, The Czar difpofcd his 
Army in the fame Order^ and advanced his Foot 
againft the Foot of the Enemy, In the mean 
time: feventy two Cannons play'd upon the Sivedes^ 
whofe whole Artillery was only four bad Piece* 
of Mortar ill ferved* 

Alexiowitx^ mounted upon a Tj^rjt;^ Horfc, flew 

from Rank to Rank, whilft Charles was forced to 

be carried in a Litter, becaufe of his Wound. In 

Charles XII. the Beginning of this Aft:on, the King*s Litter 

iirL/mrf '"w^5 fhatter*d to pieces by a Cannon- ball, and his 

Majefty ovcrturn'd. The Swedifo Army, upon 

S^^. feeing the King fall, immediately gave way j all 

crtttftbc were put to the Sword, or taken Prifoncrs, and 

Swedes. ^Yit King himfelf was oblig'd to fiy. He retired 

Tit RUHM to the Turh^ whom he attempted in vain to arm 

-'^"^ againft the Conqueron 

^' Europe heard with Aftonifliment* the Defeat of 
CharleSy and the Eleftor King foon flicw*d, that 
Treaties are but temporary Laws. He wa$ no 
fooner fure of the Viftory gainM by the Mu/co- 

vitcs^ 
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vites^ than he caft the Minifters into Prifon, who 
had fign'd the Peace of Alt-Ranftadt. He pub- Augu^^^«^ 
lilhed a Manifefto to rctradl the Engagements, rl^J'rX'^'^" 
which he faid they went beyond their Powers in p^^^ 
making, and declared his Kefolution to recover 
the Throne, from whence he had been driven by 
Violence. He fet the beft Face he could upon 
his own Conduft, and fevercly cenfured the Pro- 
ceedings of Staniflaus^s Party, upon whom, and 
his Adherents, he liberally beftow*d the odious 
Names of Traitors to their King and Country, riernitt^ 

This Manifefto was in fome nicafure ferviceablesuriibis 
toAuguftus^ and m-ghc be of Ufc to miflead thc""-'^'*''*'- 
People, but in Reality produced nothing in his Fa- 
vour. The Poles vftTft at Liberty to eled a King 
in his ftead, as he had fubmitted to the Law, 
which declares the Crown forfeited upon the Vio- 
lation of the Patla Conventa^ And how could 
Augufius clear himfclf of the manifeft Breach of 
his Oath ? He had kept the Saxons in Poland 
againft his Engagements, and had not confulted 
the Republic in the cafe ot a War, which moft 
nearly concerned them. Accuftomed to abfolute 
Power in Saxony, he gave himfclf no Trouble 
about following a dirTerent Plan in Poland. This 
arbitrary Difpoficion exalperated his Subjeds, who 
perhaps would no: have been plcafed ac a good 
Agreement between the King and the Republic ; 
as this Circumftnnce might have difappointed them 
of the Satisfaftion of revenging themfelves upon 
Jugujius, for obliging chem to own his Authority, 
in Oppofition to the other Candidates, whofc In- 
tereft they had embraced. 

Staniflaus therefore was the lawful King. Be- 
fides, Auguftus had renounced his Right, if he had 
any then remaining, when he fign*d the Treaty 
of Abdication ; but Kings are not always governed 
by ftrift Equity. Auvullus then entered Poland in 'Vugu^u;. 
D d 2 Triumph, p^;i. 



4*4 ^^ Hipory of the "' . 

Triumph, rather than as a King ftript of his Do- 
nrnions, ^nd trying to recover them. A large 
Body of the Nobility and Great Men joined him 
in his March. The principal Pcrfons, whom the 
King oi Sweden's Fortune gained over to Siam- 
Jlaui^ foon deferted him, to tollow the Cooqucror'i 
Ally. 
s«MiMi» Stantjkus had no Hope left but in Geocral 
'SumSL Crajfaw^ who was the only Obltacle Auguftus had 
jj'*j^'^!^to encounter \ and therefore he took all ncccflary 
arf*/r»wtf Meafures to prevent the General from doing him 
^JjJJJJ^any Mifchiet in Poland. His Caution went c«n 
farther : He wrote to the Council of Saxofty to 
croi the Mil:iia at all Events, and fcize upon the 
Paflfagcs, for fear the Swedes Ihould a fecond time 
march into Sattony. The Council diligently obey'd 
the Orders of Augujlus. He ordered all the 
Country People, that could tarry a Gun, to be 
ready to march, and gave Arms to about 80000 
Pcnfants. 

General Craffaw was too weak to keep the Field 
againO: Auguftus^ whofe Troops were luperior in 
Number, and not inferior in Courage, to the 
Swed^s^ fince cheir King's Misfortunes. And thus 
the only Part the General h*id to take, was to 
retire out q{ Poland^ tliar he might not cxpofe his 
Soldiers to certain Ruin. He therefore refblved 
to paf> into SwcAi/h Pomfrajiia^ whither StaniJUus 
was] oblijt'd CO follow him, hiiving no Depen- 
dance in Pdaftri -, and beHdcs, he found ir ncccf- 
fary to prcH-rve to chc King of Swedi^n^ for Occa- 
fjons of Moment, the f<;w Troops that were left 
him. 
_ ^ After the Viftory of Pulto'-cva, the Czar came 
into Polandj where he had an Interview with Au* 
tujius in the Neighbourhood of Thorn. The two 
Monarchs agreed together, in what Manner to be 
revenged of Sweden^ and prevent, for the future, 

the 



Revolutions of Volahd. 40 j 

die Mifchieis which had occafioncd the Ruin of 
the one, and brought the other within the Brink 
of a Precipice. 

In the mean time, the Senators were affemb!cd^^!"f** 
at Tborn^ to acknowledge Augujius to be the law-ftus. 
' ful King of Poland \ and to make this Step the 1 709. 
more folemn and authentic, they publifli'd a Dc^t^^* 
claration upon this Subjedt. The Pope, who i^tuknowie^t 
i ever careful to eftoblifli his Authority, ft nt n Bnir^u^/ 
; to Augujius^ to difcharge him from the Treaty of 
' AU'Ranfiadl. And thus it was that he afcended 
\ the Throne. 

* Augujius earneftly defired to have the Treaty 
f he had concluded with the Czar, approved by 
the Republic. He therefore proposed this Affair 
to the Great Council, then affembled at fVarfaw. 
The Senators were all at the King's Devotion, 
but the Nobility were not fo eafily gained, and 
every Day brought frelh Impediments. At laft,^J^'^*^ 
after great Difputes, the Treaty was ratified tow>/» the 
the King's Plcalure. His Majefty, to gain i\i4edhtu^ 
Love of his Subjedts, made an Adt of Indemnity, ^^' •/ 
and took great Care to fee it fully and exadly 
executed. Befides this, he did an Aft of Juftice, 
to let the Nobility fee what a real Value he had ^ 
for them. A Colonel, who had affaulted a De* 
puty of Czera, with his Sabre, was fevereiy pu- 
nilh'd by his Orders. His Affability engag'd their 
Affeftions, and the Nobility, at laft, was again 
prevailed on, by this Conduft, to acknowledge 
him as lawful King of Poland^ in the General Diet, 
which was held at fVarfaw. 

The weak Remains of Sianijlaus^s Party in Po- 
landy ftill caufed there fome Commotions. The^''^* / 
PaJatinc of Kiow, one of the King of Sweden's Foi-^^tl^L', 
lowers, over- ran Poland with fix thoufand M^n,^*^^'^ '^ 
made himfclf Mafter ofSniatin^ and kept thcGa- ^ 
rifon Prifoners of War. Till then Sfanijkus could 

Cc 3 ftiU 
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fiill rely U{x>n fome of dm Ffa^i^oAC. r% 
Hopes ot the Party wrre not quite cxuio&'^Aef 
were even fomewhat TCYivcdy by, the YiOiaKfd 

712. the Siffed^s over the Saxons. The Mt^hniigLui 
Dmesj rouied together ac Gmdeimfebi cqcltjBi 
burning the Town oi* Ahsm^xo Aflic^. li]^;GiB6 
ral ^/AA^^rJb, inlpired ftill fome Terror of:lk 
Swidijb Army ; but an unforefeen Event diaii|^ 

f7<3* the Ftice of Affairs, and loft Kinj^ Stax^ftai^ 
few Followers he had left in Poland. 
. Cbarlis XII, who, as we have abeady f)b- 
ferv'd, repaired to the Turks at Bemier^ had Udi 
Scheme for turning the Ottoman Arms opoo ki 
Rival, and not leaving Turkj but at the I^d of 
an hundred thooiand Men. He long hoped to 
fuccecd in this Projeft \ but at laft, feeing aS Ui 
Intrigues fail, and the Czar to have the Afccn- 
danc over him in the Divan, he took up a Refo- 
Jution to tarry among the Turks^ whether they 
JikM it, or no. He would never yield to the In- 
(lances of the Lords, who had attended him in 
his Flight, and pofitively maintained, thait the 
Order to fend him away, which the Baflia of Ben- 
der faid he had, muft be a Forgery, It was to no 
Purpofe ro ttrll him, the Order was to feize upon 
his Pcrfon, in cafe of Rcfiftance •, he was Itill 

'^"^-^'-refolute. With thrc<*. hundred Men in his Honfe, 

\\\ v/hich he had baricaded andintrench'd, he calmly 
waited the coming up of an Army of five and 
rwrnty thoiifand Turks and 7arian^ who eafily 
broke through thofe feeble Intrciichi ents, and 
took the three hundred Swedes Prifoners. The 
King hi.Tifcrlf, after fome Rcfi(lan:e, was taken 
by the Janifaries. The News of this ftrangc Ac- 
tk>n was foon fpread throughout all Europe^ and 
particularly Poland, The Xing of Sw/df'H was 
judged to be loft, i>aft all Remedy, and feveral 

of 
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of the Poles fpeedily returned to their Obedience 
to Augujius. 

SianiflauSj finding he was dcferted b/ rhe Poles^ 
thought of quitting a Throne he knew not how 
to keep. He imagin'd that Flemings tlie Minifter 
of King ylugujlusy would procure h'm advanta- 
geous Conditions, in Gratituie for the fignal Ser- 
vices he had done him. He had prevailed upon 
the King of Sweden, to lay afide the Profccution 
of that General, whom in all ProbabiHty he would 
have treated like Patkul, as he look'd upon 
him to be a rebellious Subjeft, who fervid againft 
his Country. He had therefore an Interview 
with this Minifter, who made ufe of the Confi- 
dence of his Benefadlor, to abufc him the more, 
cfi^eftually. 

The King of Sweden was at Bender, when Sta* 
nijlaus wrote to defire he would confent to his 
Abdication, and allow him to facrificc himfclf 
for the public Peace, and had not yet fhewn 
Turky the ftrange Speftacle we have been de- 
fcribing. After he had read the Letter of 6V^ 
nijlaus, he refufed abfolutely his Confent to a Step, 
which, he thought, would affeft his Glory. In 
the mean time, Stanijlaus finding it neceffary to 
comply with the Time, took a Refolution to go 
to the King oi Sweden himfclf, thinking he might 
gain his Approbation. He was enter'd upon the 
"-lurkijh Territories, and not knowing the Cata- 
ftrophc of Bender, he pafs'd for SL^Swede, that was 
going to the King. Upon faying that he was astamfiam 
Swede, he was fcized and carried under a Guard '^^*'"^^jjl 
to Bender, whither the King of Sv^edcn was ledfcy. 
Prifoner himfclf in a Chariot. Charles^ upon In- 
formation that Stanijlaus v/as not far off, *' Run, 
** and tell him, fays he, to make no Treaty 
" with Augujius, for wc fiiail foon have a Change 
" of Affairs. 

Cc 4 Cbartis 



Charles^ ac laft convinced he flK^d «et«r l» 
able CO turn the Arms of the Tnrh teaiaft A||i^ 
covj^ repaired into his^ Ddniinions»- wbere he ^» 
figned a Retreat to StMijUm^ in thC Duchf of 
Deux Ponts^ and allowed l^mche Revebiierpf 
that Provtncey which ambiinted to IcVeacjf tfaDO-^ 
fand Crowns. He couid never Qonfenc cafee 
that Prince ftr!p*d of hisTicle, thou^ by no 
cr^eans anrwerable to the advant^eor^ QMidi* 
tions he might haye obuinM from Auguftus. 

Charles flacterM himfclf, that he fliould ftili 
rcftore the Terror of his Name. The fioe Pro^ 
vincesy conquerM by liis Ahceftors^ and then n« 
vag'd or poflefsM by his Enemies, could not 
bring doWn his Courage one fingle inll^nt. And 
though threacen'd that he fiiouid (bon fee the 
Pi7.V£'i, the Mt/fcoviteSj the Saxons^ the Prufflans^ 
and the Efrgli/h, in the Heart of his Dominions, 
like another Hanmbal he fought to carry the War 
into the Bofom of his pncmics. 

1716. The Storm grew black over Norway. Charles^ 

chari«xi5. at the Head of twenty thoufanci Men, maich'd 

N^^y/'iiJinto this Kingdom, without any Obftacle. All 

he Head of Europe was furpriz'd at the Inaftivity of the 

'^' C?:ar, who had agreed with his AUies to make a 

Defcent into Sweden ^^ but fome fecrct Motives 

had diverted his Views another way. He, who 

had been the King of Polan^s Ally, was now 

become his cruel Enemy, and the Hand which 

had given thi Crown to jiugujlm^ was now going 

to wreft it from him, in favour of Stanijlaus. It 

may not be amifs to lay open the C^ufe of this 

. furprizing Refolution. 

"44rw. Baron Gortz was then the Confident of the 

^^^'King of Sws^n^ who had before been Minifter 

to the D'Jke of Holjlein. This Man, who was 

J)y Nature bold, cnterprizing, and inCnuating, 

an4 
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A and had long been a Proje&or of great Defigns, 
m was, in a manner, born to be the Minifter of 
a fuch a King as Charles the Twelfth, feeing this 
h Prince, in the prefent Circumftances, ready to be 
■ oppreft'd by a Number of Enemies, whom hiy 
- Glory and Misfortunes had railed, he ventured t6 
lay a Scheme for changing the Face of Europe. 

This able Minifter got early Notice of the fe- 
crct Difcontent of the. Czar, who was paffio- 
nately bent upon getting fome footing in Gct^ 
many. Cortz propofed ta the Czar, to enter into^^^^«v 
a League with Sweden ; to reftore Stamjlaus to the 
Throne 9 to take the Crown of England from the 
J^ledor of Hanover^ and give it to the Heir of 
ihc Stuarts^ and to reinftate the Duke of Holftein 
in his Dominions. He made the Glory and In- 
icrcil of the Czar concerned in thefe Revolutions, 
and offer'd, in the Name of his Mafter, to give 
up to Mufcovj the Swedijh Provinces he had con- 
quered, and to prevail upon the Duke of Holjiein^ 
to fell him his Dominions. 

The Czar relilh'd thefe Propofitions of Charles 
the Twelfth's Minifter, and prepared to fet all 
l^urope in a Flame, whilft Goriz talk'd of nothing 
but Peace in Holland^ where he then was. He 
thought his Defigns had been covered with an 
impenetrable Secrecy; but the Duke of Or/^j«j, 
Regent of FreUscey had got an Infight into his 
Intrigues, by means of his Spies, which he had 
in all the Courts of Europe. The King of Eng^ ^ 
landy informed of what was contriving againfl: 
him, took up Count Gyllembourgy the King of 
SweJen*s AmbafTador at his Court, and the States coru t^^ken 
General likewife feiz'd upon Cortz at the Hague. HJag'Jf* 

Goriz*$ Prifon, who was foon let at Liberty, 
as well as Gyllembourg^ :kdid only incenfe him to 
purfue his Projeft. 3y his Advice, the Czar, 
whp took a Journey intp Fran^f fqr his own In- 

ftruftfon 



ftitiftbii^ proposed to the Doke^df OrsMb nr fct 
the Mediator of Pteace betweed SmAn and Jfi^ 
r^^ and to make ahAUiarttc oflfenfivtf and dfr 
itnfiire widtthofetwoCroiimaiidJ;^^ - - 
The R^cot of Pranct coald bo by no tmn 
brou^ to etigajge in fiich aSdifeme. He IntAi 
Cardinal Mercm^ who was then the firft AAftifter 
in 5/tffii» and joined with the Kiiig of Ef^kuUvA 
the Emperor, to oppofe hia Ambition. 
In this Interval, Gortz fetded the Afiaira of die 
. Treafory in $weieii^ vAAdi he had foood tedie 
loweft Condition \ and having taken the beft Caft 
of them, which Circumftancet wonld then admb 
of, he fpeedily fet about executing dte Fian which 
he had projefted. 

Whilft this Minifter of Charles XIJ. was, ai 
one may fay, difpofing ofcheEftates of Europe 
with the Minifter of the Czar, his Mafter's Arms 
oaoj>. lo. made Norway tremble. He had laid Siege to 
yf}^' FriderichhalU a ftrong Town, Ctuate on the 
fri^!X^Mouth of the River "njlendaU. The Conqucft of 
*»^- this Place opened him the reft of the Kingdom, 
and thus he rrefs'd the Siege with all the Vigour 
he was capable of. The Engineers had aflur'd 
him, the Place could not hold out ten Days, 
when this Prince was killed by a Cannon-Bail, 
which (hot him through the Head, as he was 
viewirig the Trenches. 
Tie Death of THc Dcath of this Monarch broke all the De- 
charksxii.g^3 of the Czar, delivered the King of Poland 
from the Fears of a Revolution, which his Mh 
niftcr Flemings a Man of great Depth and Pene- 
tration, had forefccn, and left the Swedes at Li- 
berty to execute upon Baron Gortz^ the Hatred 
which the Nation bore him. 

Auguftus began to be fccure from any Appre- 
henfions from abroad ; bur he was ftill kept in 
Uneafinef^, from Commotions at home. The 

^t.«aal 



Revolutions of Poland. 411 

ternal Diets of the Poles gave hitn an exceflive 
"rouble. New Sufpicions were raifed every 
)ay, and ic feemM as if he had been called 
gain to the Throne, only to be perpetually tor* 
aeoted. He could not difpofe or any Offices to 
he Strangers, who had done him Service, but 
he Poles murmured at his Gratitude. They ex- 
)rcfs'd their ill Will towards him upon many 
Dccafions, but more efpecially in the Affair of 
Tourland. 

The Inclinations of the Courlanders had r^'^cd^^^^^ 
i^ount Maurice of Saxony^ the natural Son of King' 
4ugufiu5^ by the Countefs of Koningsmar, to the 
Jovereignty of that Duchy. Ail Poland in gc^ 
leral accufed the King of favouring the Eledlioii 
it his Son, and he was obliged to make him la^r 
.fide the Thoughts of his Advancement. Ndr 
vas this all the DilTatisfaftion which Augufins 
xpericnc'd from a People, who were jealous of 
he leaft Shadow of their Liberty ; but thcfe 
particulars do not fall within the Compafs of our 
Defign. 

This Prince, the moft illuftrious Example of 1733. 
he different Extremes of P*ortune, died on the ^^'J^'*^* 
irft of February^ i733> about fixcy-chree Years 
>ld. He was the Son of John George III. Eleftor 
>f Sa::o/iyy of the AWertine Branch ; and Anra 
*opbia, the Daughter of Frederic III. Kiag of 
Denmark. He married Chriftina Everbarana of 
3randenbourg''Bareithj and fucceeded, in 1697, 
lis Brother John George IV. who died without If- 
ue. Three Years after, being chofen liing of 
'^olandy he faw himfclf forc'd to give up the 
>own to Stanijlamy who was afterwards obliged 
return it back into his Hand. 

This Prince, dreaded in Poland^ and adorld inj^; ^^''''- 
'axonyy was like the Romcm Emperor^, ^lofe 
^ame he borci polite, affable and oblig^gi; he 

lov'd 
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41 i ^e Hiftory of the 

lovM and proteded Am and Sciences, But like 
jtuguftus^ he was better qualified to make his 
People taftc the Pleafurea of Peace^ than to 
prociire them' Glory bv the S^uccels of his Arms. 
Cautious, and even fearful in Profperity, he 
bore the fipreateft Shocks of Adverfiqr with Re- 
folution. ruU of Gemency and Moderation, he 
regained the Throne only to pardon his mod 
mortal Enemies. Inftru£ted by Misfortunes, af- 
ter his fecond coming to the Crown, he fo faur 
complied with die Temper of a jealous Republic, 
as to remove his dearw Friends from the Pre- 
ieipents he had given them. He deferv'd the 
Love of chePtf&^y and had only their Indifference, 

^ or Hatred. 

^^fjj^; tJpon the Time fixed for the Eledion of a 
King, after his Deceafc, the PoKJb Nobility ^f- 
feinbled, and repeated their Suffrages in favour 
of King Stanijlaus^ but he found, in the Emperor 
and the Czarina, an Obftacle to prevent his peace- 
able afcending the Throne that is due to his 
Virtues, and in tlvs Son of his old Rival a new 
Competitor, whofe Fate is not yet decided. 
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yg B BA, crowo'd King of Hmngtiry upon the DepofitioQ 
j^ of Ftter^ pag. f^ His Cruelty and Death, ibid. 

yf # Jilhirt (John) clcQxd Yimg oi ToUnd, 193. Recehrea 

tn Embaliy from the VeHetUns, and Prefenrs from 

the Turkic ibid. Obtains a great Vidory over the Jkrkst 195*. 

His Death, '^^ 

AliXMnder ele£ced King of F^Und, m Preference to his G>inpe- 
titors, 196. Obtains a memorable Vidory over the TMrtMrs, 
ibid. His Death, Uid. 197. Is fucceeded by Sigifmcnd, 197 

AmurMth, Emperor of the Turks, liics to LmSJIaus King of P^ 
Undy and Hwmades Prince of Jyanfilvani^, for Peace, 185-. 
In order to obtain it, yields up his former Conquefts, and 
enters into a Treaty with thofe Princes, iSid, His Condud 
upon the Violation of that Treaty by JJuHJUust 186. His 
Appeal to God, before the Battle of Vnma^ with rcfpt^^ to 
the Perfidy of the Folijh King, ibid. Gains the Battle, in 
which LMdtflMm is kiilecf. ibuL 

jimte, Sx^tr oi Sigifmond Auguftusy elcded Queen of FoUnd, and 
efpouicd to Stifhm Bsutcr), Prince ofTrMnfihsma, 21^ 

A/chtrod, (a City of Uvonid) the Barbarities committed by the 
MufcovUfs there, an 

Auguftus (Frederic) Ele^r ofSnzory, concerts MeaTures for ob- 
taining the Crown ofFoUnd^ 549, ^c. Intrigues formed by 
his Party, 35-1. Their Efforts, 35-6. Has the Voices offomc 
Companies, 35-8. Several Parties join in his Favour, 360. 
Iseleded, 361, ^63. Receives an EmbalTy from his Party, 
and arrives at Cracow, 36/. A Folijh PafquJnade upon his 

£Kdion» 
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tkOmk %66. Scnlt • Bodj of Traopt t» fcyratt thefait- 
ioff of the Prince of Qwi,}67. litldei iiUB|UTriaoo«^ 
>«^|68. Ci^aDietofPfeclfiatiQi,37o^ ATkwjrMye 
with him, 371. Hia larcnriew lad^ IVcaqr wich^dirCkv, 
J74. . Defirted bf hU FHeoii^^^. Holii gscit OMad 
at Ifcrv) 381* Senltaa Embt^td M ii friy ,. jfl^r. . Gnfii 

• Prince 7«««fSpi«MWite^ to beamed oft ^86. GdbaDia 
at ^flMfamr* 387. Dcdaiti ^Mfbof larxUkf a RofaeL 1 8& 
It feceived at iys^ffiw,-a8^ MSsmUa a gitat OoaKfl < 
MMwt 39a.. Sues far raice froib theKtngof Aondbe^ 391. 
DefeaCi the 5Mdki in the Batde of .Ci^ a9f. SiM 1» 
own Abdfcaubn. iAUL Hi> Interview with .the lui| of 
SwfiM^ 396. • If-obligedlhythttPHoce to<w:ritoaLcttwto 
SM^jfffim, ibid* - Attemptf to recover tho Cho4m 4if fnlnJl 
40|* . Retiimsto fiLmi^ ibid, tlis Intcnriew wkk tbeCtsr, 

*40^ His Tide is aclmowledged bjr the Aflcmfaljr of Tfcrs, 
4Qjr. His Death aud Charafter. 411 

.B '. 

BA TTO R t (Stf^) Prinee of 7>mtfihM$ad, is deQctl King 
ofFolMJ, and cCpo\i{ks Arm Sifter of Sipfmund Am- 
imfiusj 218. HisCondefcention totbeDMii£ttib>rj(, who had 
refiifed to fubmit to him, a 19. Marches, upon their per- 
iiflioe in their Difobedience, againft the Caffle of Grtbn, 
which he takes, Mi. Preffes them in a vigorous Maaoer, 
and compels them to fuc for Peace, xao, rxi. His Prepara- 
tions for a War agamfl: the Mufcovit9s, lai. Beholds a (hock- 
ing Inftance of their Barbarity, ibid. Fires the City of FdUcs^ 
ai). Is oblig'd to have Recourfe to Diflimulation with the 
Swedes^ axy. Bcilcges TUsko, ibid. 2cc. Condudcs a Pokc 
with the Muftovites^ 220. Reforms Abufes in the PW//^ 
Government,/^// Civilizes the Oj^rb, 23 1« Prepares to 
chaftiie the Inhabitants of £//«, ibid. His Death occalioned 
by a violent Fit of Anger, ikU, His Chara^er, Uid, 

^•Is, Brother to Aadrtw^ Ring of Htmiary^ retires into 'Bd^ndj 
fS. His Behaviour at the Coronation ot his Nephew, ibid. 
Defeats his Brother Andrew^ and afce&ds thr Throne oi HtM- 
IMry, 63, 64. SUpprcflcs a Revolt of ihe Pea/ants, 64. U 
buried under the Ruins of his Palace, 6q 

MeJUtHs the Great fuccecds his Father Miec/Uus on the Throne 
of Poland^ 26. His Charader, ibid. Ciown'd King of Pd- 
Und by the Empcior, 27. His Dominions invaded by the 
Bobemiansi who retreat at his Approach, iM, Conquers 
Bohemii^ and MorMvia^ 28. His War with JU^, 2^ Re- 
ceives Sunntofelk into his Protcdion, and conquers great Part 
of Km^ in his Favour, 30, See. Defeats Jt»%fitm$t 32* The 
perfidious Treatoient he received from ^mnt%f^ ibid. De- 

Ibts 
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I feats Jt a c fiMUh 3)« 34* Conquers Saxmiy and other Onin- 
i' tries, ^f* 36. \>cXaxs Jttr»fiAHs^ 37>3B< His Death, ibid. 
\Bdipms II* crowa'd King of F^Umi, fy. Affords an honour- 
I able Reception to» and prote^ SUtMjkus Duke ofKkvis, f 8« 
; Takes up Arms in fsYOur of Bilu, Brother ofjtidrew King 
• cf Hmigsfyf jry. Receives faromir^ Brother oi WruiiJUus 
Duke of MfWM, into his Ckiminions, 60. Oppoies an Ir- 
ruption ot tiie Bthtmumsf ibid. Defeats the FrMjfuins, 62. 
Ei^gages tn a War againft HmigMry, 63. Efpoufcs a Princeis 
of Ruffit^t 6s, HisKie^ Coi^uefts, 65*, &c. His Expedition 
into Hungnirj^ 68, fcc Makes new Conquefts in Rj#i, 69, 
&c. Abtndons bim£:lfto Pleafure, 73. Is fbrfaken by his 
Troops, 73, &c. Chadiies the f9Ujlh Women and their Hn(^ 
bands with great Severity, 74, 7f . Al&flinates StrniiJUiw Bi- 
(hop of OiMw, 7 6, 8cc. Is excom municated and depo(cd by 
the Pope, 78. His Death, 79. His Cbaraacr, 80, 81 

B^UjUus^ (Son of UUSfinus) his generous Treatment of hit na- 
tural Brother Stignu^ ^t. Engages in a War with the Empe^ 
ror Hm. V. in favour of C^omam King of Hungary ^ 9 \ • Pur- 
ees the Emperor in his Retreat from Ghfitfw, and then 
makes an Alliance with him> 9** His Reputation with his 
Neighbours, and Expedition 'm\p Denm^rk^ 99. His Genero* 
fity to Fiter a Damjh Nobleman, ibid, £cc« His Credulity 
proves fatal to him, loa, &c. His Death and Chaaadfcer, 103, 
104. In what manner he divided his Dominions among his 
Children, .104 

Srisfiausll. SonofBoUfiuis, ele^edDuke of P0/«i7i/ m the room 
of his Brother U/«4^«i, 109. Undeceives the Emperor, who 
had efpoufcd the Intereft of his Brother, 1 10. Coofigns the 
Sovereignty of SiUJm to his Nephews, 113. Converts FthJJSm 
to Chriitianity, iM Which relapfes into Paganifm, 114. In 
Danger of being (lain by the Treachery of iSe Prujpam, i if. 
Extinguilhes a Civil War by his Prudence, ibU. His Death, 

116 
BdiJUm, theChafte, elc&ed Prince of Poland^ 136. Enters 
Cracam^ ibid. His Death and Charader, 1 37 

Affx, Brother to the Czarina, Widow of the Czar Theod$r9y 
cauies DemetriiiSf the younger Brother of Thtod^re^ to be 
siilailinated, 25*9. His artful Adanner of obtaining the Buffian 
Crown, i6o, &c. Oppo(es Demetrius the Impoftor, and 
defeats him, x6x, &c. Dies of an Apople^ic Fit, 264 



g^ASlMlK divefted of the Crown of foUnd in Confe- 

V^ quence of his Mother Bix/^% Mifcondud, 43. Recalled 

^y the Tdes, 46, &c. His Reception and Conduft, co, 8cc. 

Efpotties the Dsuighterof 7^^4^ ^^^ of BuJJU, ibid. The 

Succcfs 
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Sttceefi of Us Anni, fi. His.Good«aiiiTlttBjBi:|NaKeiiri, 
ace. Uk beath ud Ouinetfsfy ' j* 

OijMr, thj vofti«eft Brorhtr otBd^km Uf. deArii Dale of 
P^/mU mule rami of iiri«j|bwtlie old. ^^ Hit ei^j^Dg 
CooduO, ii9,to/ Hii figgnkr Gcniidiqr m M»ig|fcw, ggi. 
A fabek OooTmnqr fbrntid •gtinft him, waA hit genomu Fh>- 
ceedineiii<leMtiiigir» 124. His lift OMqaefb DtoKh, nd 
ChtraScr, txf 

dying FAthfr's Injundfons, 146. I&# Ar hit Cdii&^ wm 
ca|MiEle pf Excafi. Tfo. Hit Fro)eA;iiHr tte Gonqoefrof 
JU^, Ibid. Befie«8 tod tsket J^MttiP/ i j-i. Hu ddicr 

• Coiiqutf(b» ifi/ TbeekodkmGbodQarlitniri^ 
the AfieaioQ of his Peopk^ i/t, he. Hu BwlUtiip. ^. 
CharafiM*, todDeacb. - . i/Si iff 

C;;/Bifli', (tcond Son of 7^f»a»> fiicceeds l^Spm V. on tbe 
Throne of PsfawJ; 197. Afflfts the Vaivode of JtfSrfdMs 
agamft B^imh ibid. Aflifb the ?tm£km tguvA the Thtft- 
irit Knights, but with iH Forrate ot frft. 188. ace. Hii 
IVoops tfccrwards defett the Rn^hts, and compd them to 
file for Peace, 189. HilDeslh, 191 

C^fimr (Cardiaal) becorfies a Candidate for the Crown of P0- 
Undi 188. Is clewed, 189. Defeats a vaft Army of 72ir- 
swj, 291. Driven out of Vdand by ChfrUs GmfiM^ms King, 
of Sweden, xgt. Is joined by his NobiKty with an Army/ 
and obtains fome Advantages againfl the Swedes^ ^93. Reco- 
vers the Places conquered by Swtdnh 2.97. The Divifioos 
between him and his Nobility, 298. His Abdicatton, Death 
and Chara^cr, Uti. 

Caflellans (of ToUnd) their Station dcfcrrbcd, 4> y 

Chancillor (of Foland) the Nature of his Pofl:, 4 

Chancillor (Vice, of P0(ii;ji<O the Extent of .his JuAOi^^ton, iW. 

ChArUs, Duke o'^ SuderUnd, made Regent of Sweden, and abufo 
his Authority, i^-i, &c. Ulurps the Crown, i^-y. 1$ de- 
feated in Lii/iMM, 15-8. His Death, 27; 

Chsrlts XII. King of Svfiden, compds the King of Oeifin#ribto 
do Juftice-to the Duke of Holfiem, 375. Defeats the Mi^^ 
e^vttts before NMrv0, 37;, 374. HisConquefts in livMW, 
37f, 376. Defeats the Folts near Clificw^ 380. His Com- 
plaints again (I the Republic of P«/4]ii( 381. His Declaration, 
382. Defeats the Saxms at fultufrk^ 383. BeHcecs and 
takes Ihorn^ 384.. Purfues Augnfius^ and takes LtppM^ 389. 
Marches into 54*o;/7, 393. His Anfwer to the Solicitations 
of Auguftus for Peace, Ibid. Raiies great Contributions in 
Saxony, 39^* His Interview with j&gttftms, 396. OUiges 
him to write a Letter to StanrJlMus, ibki. His ^rbarity to 
Count TatTtnly 397. Leaves SAXony to purfiie the Czar, Uid^ 
Seizes upon Mohilow. 398. His intr^id Behaviour in his 

DiOrcis, 
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ftrefs, ^09. Is wounded at the Siege of Puitova, 400. Gives 
Orders for the Battle, 401. In which he is defeated, 402. 
Hetreats into Turfy^ ibid. His Encounter at Bender, ^06. 
Marches into Norway at the Head of an Army, 40S. His 
Death* 4.10 

CMfitndom divided by a dangerous Schifm, if;-, &c. 

Chrifi'mm, Wife of UUMJUus II. Duke of Poland, prevails on 
him to violate the Treaty made with his Brothers on his Elec- 
tion, 104. Her Condud on that Occalion, lo;-, gcc. Her 
barbarous Treatment of Peter, a Danifli Nobleman, 1 06, 1 07 . 
Driven out of Ptf/4»4/, 109 

Cleriy (of Poland) their Riches and Power, y, Reform'd by 
P#/«r, Cardinal of Oipn/i, 117 

ColUn (John de) heads the Dantxichers againft thePc/w, but is 
defeated, no. His Death, lai 

Commerce, negled^cd in Poland, and from what Ciufes, 2 

Ccnde (Prince of) becomes a Competitor tor the Crown of Pa- 
land, 300. Is diflik'd hy xhc Poles, ibid. 301. And excluded, 

ibid. 

Comrade, Unkle of BoUflaus the Chafte, endeavours to fcize the 
Dominions of his Nephew, 136. Is defeated, ibid,- Conti- 
nually harafles Bole/lauj^ 137. Invades the Dommions of 
Leeh, who fucceeded Bolejlauj the Challe, 1 38. Is compeird 
to fly into I^fizovia, where he ends his Days, iSid. 

Conftance, (Council of) Proceedings in it, ' i78,&c. 

C^nti (Prince of) a Candidate for the Crown of Poland, 334. 
The Mefhod taken te prevent his Eledbion, ibid, ^c His 
Charafter, 348. ' Is proclaimed by mofl ot the Palatinates, 
35-8, Is cleCtcd, 361. His Departure for Poland, and Arri- 
Tsd at VantxJckj 364. Waits on board tor the Troops that 
were promiied him^ ^6^. Returns to France, 367. His 
Letter to the Primate and the Republic^ 368 

Coffacks, their Original and Manners, 130, Sec. Their Irruption 
into Poland under the CovaiudC oi Kmielniski, aSd 

Cracow, its Situation and Rank, i. By whom founded, ly 

Crufades, by whom hrft projeded, 97 

Cxjirs {oiMujcorvy) their defpotic Power, 203, 204 



DABKOIVKA, infhumental in the Converfioo of the 
Poles to ChriftianitjTi 2/ 

JDantzick, by wh'om faid to be . founded, 1 3 . The iniblenc 
Manner in which us Inhabitants refiifed to acknowledge the 
Title of Stephen Battori King of Poland, 219. They arc de- 
clared Rebels, 120. Sail up to IVarfaw to attack the Poles^ 
but ire defeated^ iM, Obiig'd to fue for Peace, which they 
obcaiQ» 221 

E e pemetriust 
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DemarkUf Brother of the Cxtr J im d w w, u tf&fljmtcd by 

Jkmiprmst tn Imjpoftor, pretaidf himlHf to be the, Brother dt 
the Cur 7fcMtor«, i6i. biiiccoaredbythe lUbv, %6x^ h 
defieattd bj B$rb, 163. Beats the Ut^mka^ Ibid. OtKaim 
the Grown, x6^ &€. His hDwadent OoodoA ^^^ Cttd 
to him, i66. Efpoufa the Daughter of the Palttine ef 
Smdomr^ 167. A Confinncr formed agjdnft him, UkL He 
is flain, 168. Various Opinbns concemhig htm, iM, huu 

Demitrlm^ a fccond Impoitor, perfimatcs die D e mfrk u who 
yras (bin, but oieets with the fime Fite^ 179 

Diet of Eleftion, defcribed, j, ^. 

Diitbus {f$Ufl>) their Fi^ndions, $ 

Viets (Gcner^) the Manner pf their behig convoked and 
held, ^, d, 7 

F 

Jj^ BUtrkksM, befi^ed by the Ring of Smda^ 410 

G 



g^g^' 



^^jihcr (BethUem) makes himfclf Mailer of TranJttvMnU, 

es bultan oimmn m an fjrpeaition aeamit tne I'o^i. 

276 

Gentry (of ToUnd) their Rank and Power, j 

CUgcw, eallantly defended, by the Inhabitants, againft the Im- 

pcrialiSs, 93, &c. 
Cttefnat the Metropolitan City of PoUnJ, i. Its Archbifhop 

the Head of the Republic, during any Interregnum, UU. 
CMrey^ Duke of BuUoi^, conftituted General in the firft Cni- 

Ude, 97. Made King of Jen^Um^ p8 

Ggrtz. (Baron) his Cbara6ler, 408, O'C. His Projed, 409. Is 

taken up at the HMgae, ikU, 

Grsek, tk£kcd King of PoUnd, 14. Founds the Oty of Cr4- 

QfipLini^y Widow of Lub the Black, enters into a Treaty with 
H^encejlsm, Duke of Boifems, and refigns all her Rights to 
him, 140 

Guftiivm jidolphus. Son Qf the Ufurver Charles Duke of Sfukr- 
land, fuccecdshis Father on the Throne of ftrfiwi, 177, 278. 
His Irruption into Livmis, and Conquefls, 278. Slain in 
the Battle of L$itzen, 28; 

Cuftavus (Charles) King of Sweder^ conquers the grcatcft Pir: 
of FeUndj 291. Takes IVarfaw, 193. Is deflated by the 
"■ wfi, and dies with Vexation, ' ipy, 296 
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H'EVWIGA, Daughter of Uvis King ofPoUnJsLnd Hun- 
gtirjt dc^ed to the Throne of Toland, on certain Condi- 
tions« IJ-7. Is averie to the«Propofals of Marriage, aude by 
JagilUm Duke of Uthuama, 15*8. Entertains a Paffion (or 
the Duke of Auftria, ibid. Has fccrct Interviews with this 
Prince, which difkufts the Tales, ibid. G>n(ents at lad to 
an Interview with yagellm, and becomes enamour'd of 
him, 11*9 

Henry V. Emperor of Germany ^ caufcs Pope Gregory to be 
eleded, in oppolition to Galefius, 98 

Henry, Duke of BreJUu, furnamed the Good, fucceeds Lech 
Prince of ToUnd, 138. Is oppofed by LaJiJlaus, Duke of 
Cujavia, who is obliged to have recourfe to Flight, 129. 
Tne Death of Henry thought to be owing to Poifbn, iiitL 
Bequeaths his Duchies of Cracow and Senaomir, to Premijlaus 
Duke of Great Voland, ibU. 

Henry of Valo'is, eledcd King of TolanJ, 114. The Manner of 
his Reception at Heidelburg, iij. Is crowned at Cracvw^ 
Wul. Deicription of his Perfbn and Accomplifhments, iM. 
Quits feland in a private manner, upon the Death of his 
Brother Charles IX. King of France ^ 1 1 6. Excufcs his Con- 
dudl to the Voles by Letters, ihul, aiy 

Herbert { Nicolas) cicikcd General in the room of ZamosU, 14a 

HiUibrand ( Pope ) his imperious Condudt, f6 

HtinvMdis {John) Vaivode of UranjUvania, obtains a great Vic- 
tory over the Titrks^ i8f 

Ht$t {John) bafely condemned in the Council of Conftance, 179 



JAGElfLOS, Duke of Uthuania, makes great Devafhtions 
in the FoUJh Dominions, iff. Sends a magnificent Em- 
bafly, to demand the young Queen of Poland in Marriage, 
If 7. His advantageous OfiBnrs to the Poles, tyS, Which are 
accrated by them, ihid. He is confidered with Averfion by 
the Qneen, who was in love with the Duke of jiuflrU, ibieU 
Advances towards Cracom wit]| a numerous Arnw, 1^9. Is 
with great Difficulty hitroduced into the Pretence of the 
Queen, who conceives a Paffion for him, at the firfl: Inter- 
vuw, Uid. His Pedigree, and Adions in UthuanUj ibid, c^. 
Is ele^ed King of Poland, with which he incorporates the 
Grand Duchy of Litht^ia, and other Dominions, 161. Exr 
tin^iiihes a Rebellion in his Dominions, 163. Converts hfr 
Uthmmuau Subjects to Chriftianity, ibid. 8(.c. Conftirute^ hit 
Brother Skirgoilon Duke or Uthstsnia, 164. Inve(b Virhetdm 
£ e a viixk 
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with the Duchy of Lithumus^ i6j. His milhary Aftions 
againft the Tetitmuc Knights, 171, (^. The Danger he in- 
curred by his Bravery, 1 74, (j^c. Defeats them with grot 
Slaughter, but negle£l:s to improve his Vi^of-Xt 174* 17^* 
Compelled to raife , the Siege of UMritnturg^ * 7 7« Obtaiftf | 
Truce, by his Credit, between the Turks ani the Emperor, 
179. Is offer 'd the Crown of" S^m/is, . but declines ic» 181. 
His Anfwcr to the Complaints of the Emperor 5^^/i»ffJ^ ibid. 
Fruflrtitcs the Meafurcs of ViiMdd and Sigi/m^ad, 182, c^^. 
His Death, 184 

JaroJlMus, takes up Arms againft his Father Hil^domir, Duke ot 
KHjJuii 19. Defeated by his Brothers Borijt, and Stmwpdk^ 
ibid. Conquers them in his Turn, 30. Defeated by Muef- 
Ums, 3f. His Devaftations in the P«f^ Dominions, 4^. His 
Expedition againft the Greek Emperor. 5-0. Gives his Duigb- 
ter in Marriage to Cmfimr King of P«/m^ ^ 1 

Jefuits (o(LecfcU) their Riches, ix 

JnveftiiuriSt the Differences occafioned h^ them between t^ 
Popes and the Emperors, 89. The Cemoa of them to Hm- 
ry V. diiannuiled in a Council at £mm, 90 

St, John efJerufaUm ('Knights of J when firft created, 98 
John, King of Sweden, extends his Conquefts in Ui/onia, 217 
Julian (ihc Pope's Legate) prevails upon LAdiJUus King of Pp- 
Imd, to .violate his Treaty with Amurath Emperor of the 
Tnrks, l8y,c^f. 

K 

KING, of ToUnd, an Account of his Authority and Re- 
venues, 3, 4 
Kffiielnhki (Bogdan) General of the Cojfacks, his Extradiion, 
and Manner of Life, before his Promotion, 183. His rigo- 
rous UJJgc, Uid. 286. His Charaftcr and great Actions, 
Wd. Gnns a great Vidlory over the Poles, 287, Dcteacs 
them again, 289. Enters into a Treaty of Peace wi'^h ihc 
King of Foland, 290. Obtains a Pardon for Lis Rebellion, 

291 

Knights (of the Short Sword ) th-ir Or'gin'\ ao8 

Kontngfmar ( Countcfs ) employe.; I y Aiygtifius, King of ?oLt:2d^ 

to mediate a Peace with Charles, King of Swiden, 378 



LABISLAUS Uhlek makes himfrlf Mailer of Sendormr^ 
139. Is eicdtcd by the ToUs, after the Death of InhAf- 
Urn \\\, but aflumcs the Title only of Duke, 143. \\ s dc- 
gcncrarc Bchavioui and DepoiMon, ibiJ I^ driven our of 
Mand, 144. Rcafcends the Throne, i^/V. Was always at 

War 
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War with the Teutonic Knights, ihU, i+f, o»r. The Pro- 
grcfs of his Arms in BrandsnbHrg and other Piaccs, 147. Ob- 
tains a great Vi6tory of the Jentonic Knights, 148. His 
Death and Charadl^r, ihU, 

LOiiiflaus, the Son of Sigifmondy clcdcd King of Voland, 283. 
Gains a great Viftory over the Mufiovites, 181. His advan- 
tageous Treaty with Chriftina Queen oi SveJen, 1S3. The 
Origin of his War with the Cojfacks, iSj, 184. His Forces 
are defeated by them, 184. Hi^s IXath, 186 

LaJiJlaus V. fucceeds his Father Jagellm on the Throne of 
Foland, 184. Is elefted King of Hungary, i8f. Recovers 
fcvcral Places from thcTurks, ibid. Violates his Treaty with 
Sultan Amurath, at the Inftigation of the Pope's Legate, 
1 8/, e^r. Takes (bmc Caftles from the JUrks, 1 86. Marches 
againd Amur at h, and is (lain in the Battle of Varna, ibid. 
Zech, thefirft Prince ot Poland, his Defccnt, 13 

Lech II. caufes his elder Brother to be fccretly dcflroy'd, and 
then afcends the Throne of Poland, 18. In what manner 
dcferted and puniflied, 19 

Lech, the White, Son of Cafimir, eledled King of Poland, after 
fbme Difficulties on account of his Minority, i if, 1 16. Is 
unanimoufly acknowledged by the Poles, 130. His Domi- 
nions wafted by the Tartars, ibid. His unfortunate Death, 

ibid, 8cc« 
Lech, the Black, adopted by Bolejlaus the Chafte, and acknow- 
ledged by the Palatines o^ Cracov and Sendomlr, 137. His 
Reign one contuiued Scene ot War, 138. His Dominions 
invaded by the Da itc of Mazovia, upon which he retires 
into Hungary, ibid, 

Leopold, Emperor of Germany, alienates the Affcdions of the 
Hungarians from himfelf, by his rigorous Treatment, 316. 
Endeavours to prevent the Storm he had raifed, 317. Fiies 
with the Emprefs from Vienna in great Confternation, 310. 
Returns to that City, and behaves in an imperious manner to 
John Sobieski King o^ Poland, ^^f^&C' 

Lefz^ck, his ungenerous Stratagem, to obtain the Crown of 
Poland, 18. In what manner deferted and punifhcd, 19 
LefxJko II. eleded King of Poland in a lurpriiing manner, 19. 
His extraordinary Charadler and Condudt, ibtd. 

Lefzko III. fucceeds his Father Lefz,ko II. »o 

Lewis King of Hungary crowned King of Poland, if 4. Retires 
into Hungary with the PoliJJj Regalia, ibid. The Confe- 
qucnces or that Proceeding, iff, c^c- Nominates a Succcflbr 
to the Kingdom of Poland, if 6. Who is rejc£ljJ. if 7 

Lithuanians, an Account of their anticnt Superftitions, 16;. 
Converted to Chrjftianity by JagelUn^ 1^ 

Ee3 
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UrrMiH (Duke of) defeats T$kiU^ jix. Joins yJm S$iieshl 
Kin^ of PtUnd, in order to rat& the Siege of FImm, 32; 

UthMfim V. Emperor of Gtrmstif, defeats his Competitor Cm- 
rsdit 101 

UuhiTi his Dodrines propagated in OifmMift aoi 

M 

MARSHAL ; Grand) of T^nd, his Authorhy, ) 

MMrflfMl (Deputy, or Marftul of the Coart) the Na- 
ture of his Station, $ 

MarJhMl of the Nuncio's, the manner of his EJedion, and the 
Rank he bears, 7 

MMxkmUiimt Emperor of GermMHf, eledxd King of P^v^ 
ai8. Supplanted bj the Vigiknce of Stefbm Smtm* His 
Death, a 19 

%isximiium, Ardiduke of AafirU, deded Kioft of PtUm^ 
by a FaOion, 144^ Is defeated, and taken Pruoner by Zm- 
tmsH H^> H7' QS>ts ^ Pretenfioos to the Crowob «ftcr 
a Year's Imprifimroent, a48 

Mhcfiuu, Duke of fUMui^ courei le d to ChrilUaiilty by the 
Prfncdls DMBr&mhh whom he efpouies, ay 

Mkcjlatis, Son of BcUfiatts the Great, fucceeds his Father on 
the Poli/h Throne, 38. Sereral Revolts at the Beginning of 
his Reign, 39, f^c. His pufillanimous Condudt, 4.1. His 
Death, 41 

MUcfiausy (iirnamed the Old, eleded Duke of ToUnd^ 117. 
Difappoints, by his unworthy Conduft, the Hopes of the 
People, ibid. Is depofcd, 11 8. The generous Treatmenc 
he received from Cufimir, who was deded in his ro«m, 
lai. His Ingratitude to that Prince, ibid, ^c, Arns and 
xnarches againft CntcoVy but is defeated, i a6. Prepares a-new 
for War, and gains many Places, 1 18. His artful Condud, 
and Violation of his Promifes, ibid. His various Fortune 
and Death, 119 

Mufcovites, their Chancer, 204, Their Crudty to the JFevs, 
aop. Defeated by the Fo es with great Lois, ib» a 10. Shock- 
ing Inihnces of their Cruelty, aaa, 213, 224 

Idufcovy, a Geographical Defer iption of it, 203. Strange Re- 
volutions in that Empire, if 9, f^c. 
fdufiapha, Graml Vizir, his Mifconduft at the Sifcge of ViemM, 
323, 324, c^r. Is ftrangled by the Sultan's Order, 329 



N 



N 

UNCIO'S (FoUJh) by whom eleftcd, and the Rank 
they bear, 7 

FAIA- 
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p 

P-rfI^TINE5 fofP^tof^/; the Extent of their Power, 4 
Patkid ( Count) delivered up to Charles King ofSweJen, 
hj Ai$pifiHs^ 39d. His unhappy End, 3?7 

TeafMnts (of PoUnd) their flavifh Subjedion to the Gentry, 6 

Ptter, Son of WtllUm Duke of Bttrguminry, afccnds thelij^^ 
rfii» Throne, but is foon dcpofed, 5-4. Refumes the Crown, 
1^1^. Is taken Prifbner, and condemned to loie his Eyes, fj* 

Peter uiUxsowitx^ Czai of Mu/cavy, beficgcs JNiirt;/!, 373. Car- 

' ries off a Convoy of the SrpeJes, 399. Defeats the King oi 

Sweden in the Battle of Ptdtowa, 401, &c. His Interview 

with King jiuguftm, 404 

P#/fr, a Z>4iii/Zr Nobleman, generoufly treated by Belejlans Duke 
of PoUndj 99, c^r. Reproaches UUdiJlaus II. Duke of Po- 
kmA for his Ambition, 106. The inhunaan Treatment he 
fuftained from the Wife of that Prince, 107 

IPmftt A Miracle pretended to be wrought in his favour, in 
coniequence of which he is elcdled King, 13 

PUskeWj befimd by John Bat tori. King of Poland, iif. Its 
Situation, !&/. and iiB. Yielded up to the MufceviteSf in 
Cboiequence of a Peace between them and the Poles, 230 

PeUmd, its Situation, Divifion, and Extent, i, c^. Infefted 
with great Diforders, 43, e^r. The Royal Dignity of PoUnd 
abolished by the Pope, 8i. Reduced to a mdanchoiy Situa- 
tion, 141. Overrun by Robbers, 15*4 

Poles, their Charader, 1 1 . Their pretended Antiquity, Ibid, 1 1 

PeUJh Women, their diihonourable Treatment of their Husbands, 
during the PJifftan War, 73, (^c. 

PoUgnnc (Abhi de) his Condu£^ in Poland upon the Death of 
King Sohieski, 340, c^f . Propofes the Prince of Conti, as a 
Candidate for the Crown of Poland, 344. His Remonftrances 
to the PoUs^ to diffuade them from chufing the Elcdior of 
Saxofy, 3f4 

Polo^sL ( a City on the Dzroina ) a difmal Scene of the Mh/co' 
vites Cruelty, 21 a, 122 

Popiel I. eleded King of Poland, 20. His Charaaer, iM, 

Popiel II. (ucceeds bis Father, under the Guardianfhrp of his 
Uncles, 21. His Ingratitude to them, Uid. He and all the 
Royal Family deftroyed by Rats, ax 

PofpoUte {of Poland) of whom ccmpoled, f 

Popvin (jintony) fuccefsfully negotiates a Peace between the 
Poles and Pinjpans, 229, 230 

Premifiaus I. his noble Condud. 17. Ele6led King of Po^ 
l»»d, 18 

premifUms III. eleded King of Poland, 142. Is aflaflinated af* 
ter a very fliort Reign, 143 



414 I N 7) E X. 



RAGOTZKI, Prince of ThufivmAt, dedares tv the 
Sw9diSt againft the F^bs, ^93* Is ddctted, an^^ diet of 
his Wounds, f^ 

^uktU. (of P^»^ ) its firft Eftibliflimeat, 1 3 

ltfv#/^ loefiediulljr beOegcd by the Czar, 220 

Klxtf, Regent of FoUmd, her tinperiocM GoodaO^ with the Et- 
fefts it produced* 41, fye, 

ItH/ps ( Black ) dcTcribed, ijro,^r. 



]l^C^ D/Nbefisges and takes jF«n^Si/«ifs, tii. Reobtains 
all the Pkces formerly conquer*d from him, 1 24 

n, natural Son of K.ine UMiftMm^ excites Troubles in ?•- 
uk dy* Is taken Priioner, and afterwards pardoned by 
his Father, 88. Unites, with his l^stimate Brother Solef- 
LutSt a^inft the Palatine of Oacam, ibid* His Difierencc 
with his Brother, upon the Death ot his Father, 90, e^. 
The generous Treatment he received from his Brother Bolef- 
laus, makes no Impreflion upon him, 91. Is declared a 
Traitor, and banilb'd, ihid. Di^rent Accounts of his 
Death, 91 

Senate, of Toland, of whom compofed, 3, 4 

Sigifmond I. elcdi:ed King of PoUnd, after the Death of Alex- 
dnder, 197. Re^ifics the Diibrdcrs in the Government, ihid. 
Puts the Mufcavites to Flight, ibid. His Forces obtain a 
great Vidtory over the Army of thcCiarJ5ii/?ii«i, 198, 199. 
Penetrates into the Territories of the Grand Mafter of the 
Teutonic Order, in Revenge for his Rebellion, zoo. The 
vidiorious Progrefs of his Tioops, ibid. Makes an advanta- 
geous Treaty with the Marquis of Brandaiburg, zci. His 
Death and Epitaph, aoy 

Sigifmond II. elected and crowned in the Life-time of his Father 
Sigifmond I. loy. His wife Condudl and Moderation, with 
rcfpe^t to religious Differences, 206, 207. Aids the Arch- 
bifbop of Ri^ii againft the Grand Mafter of the Teutonic Or- 
der, 207. Oppofes the Czar, 208, (^c. The Progrefs of 
his Arms in Mufcovy^ 210, O'c* His Death and Chara(^er, 

211, (5»f . 

S'tgifmmdy Prince of Sweden, clewed King of Pol/md, 244. Is 
crowned at Cracow, 246. His Moderation, 248. Is crown'd 
King of Sweden, 2f2. Declares Charles Duke of Suderland 
Regent of that Kingdom, who abuies his Authority, 2y2, 
ay 3. Deprives him ot that Dignity, ay 3. A falie Step 
taken by him, lyy. Is obliged to return to Poland, 2/6. 

Is 
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Is dcp^fed by the SweJff, 25-7. Makes confiderable G>q- 

? ^icds in hinfcazy, 270. AfTifts the Emperor FirMnanJ, 273. 
odifcreetly declines the advantageous Offers of Guftstvm 
-fiMfhtts, 278. His Death and Chara£ber, 279, ^c. 

SkirgelUn^ cooflicated Duke of Lithudmdf by his Brother Jji- 
geilcny 164- His Charafter, iyui. Compels Vitholda, &c. 
to raifc the Siege of K/7jm, 166, 167 

Scbiiski (John) humbles the Pride of the T«rit/, 3 of. A Speech 
made m favour of him, by the Palatine of Ruffia, 309. Is 
clcdtcd King of FolanJ, 3 1 o. His Origin and great Anions, 
310, 311. Obliges the Capital of Ukrania to furrendcr, 
312. Obliges the Turks to railc the Siege of fVoifutff, 313. 
Makes an honourable Peace with the Infidels, 314. Is pre- 
vailed upon to enter into a League with the Emperor 
againft the Turks, 318, f^c. Marches to the Succour of 
Vienwif 323. And raifcs the Siege, i^ii: &c. His devout 
Behaviour upon his Entrance into Vienna, 321-. 1$ treated 
with Ingratitude by the Evniperor LeopoU, ^if, 326. The 
great Dtfiger he fuftained in an Engagement with the Turks, 
326. Dereats them in a fecond Engagement, 327. His 
Con(}ue{ls in his Return to Poland, 329. Enters MoUavia, 
and 1$ pcrfidioufly treated by the Vaivode, 330. His admi- 
rable Mzrch, ibid. &c. His Death and Charadier, 333><i»^. 

Sotieski ( Prince James ) becomes a Candidate for the Crown of 
Poland, upon the Death of his Father, 343. Is diflerved by 
the Queen his Mother, who afterwards efpoufcs his Interefi:> 
when too late, iyid» Gives up his Pretenfions, iff. Is pro- 
claimed by fomc Companies, 3f7. A Gentleman who ex- 
preiTed his Zeal for him, is (hot through the Head, 31*8 

Staniflaust Bi(hop of Cracow, adaffinated by King Bolejlaus, 

7^» &C' 

Stanijlaus Leczinski, propofed for King of Poland, 388. His 
Charader, i6id. His Party increafcs, 390. He is crowned 
by the Archbilhop of Leopold, ibid. Is acknowledged by moft 
Princes of Europe, 397. His Title is confirmed, 403. Re* 
turns to Pomerania, 404. Is taken Priibner in Turlg^, 407. 
Rechofcn King of P0/ii/ii( 412 

Stephen, Vaivode of Moldavia, implores the Aid o£ Albert Kiog 
of Poland, againd the Turks, 193. Repeated Inftances of his 
Perfidy to t\\t Poles by whom he \% at laft defeated, 194, i^f 

Suantopelk. Son of Wolodomir Duke of iOv^, defeats his Brother 
Jaroflauss 29. Is overthrown in his turn by Jaroflaus, 30. 
Is rec( ived and protc£^ed by Bolefrtsis, ibid. His perfidious 
Treatment of that Prince, 32. Defeated by Jaroflaus, 34, 
His Death. iSid. 

Suam-jpelk, Palatine of Pomerania, his Chara6ter and impioos 
Deligns againfl his Sovereign, Lech the White, 130. His 
Policy and darbarity, 1 3 1 

Swiski 
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S«M}OUb)drfeiidiritfAmtgKoftttef^ M|V fib fid- 
hoe MOTioiir, ftfttf. HtroAc Sdlf fiwi PImAmu, tl^ 

9bv» ^ Isdepded» • ap 



T^JfXJC LjINS fciden Mmfitf fiiwIiiMi » d4fi*. 

laMW (CdoM) DeiMto the liSidbMi^ AiiddiBlf«/b- 

.iwlMf, fRNB wlwoi lie tako ftrenl Ihce^ aoi 



mr»4iv, IbiDe AecouBt of theoii i$c»i Their lUn^et ia J^ 
Imd^ 133, fcc. RepdVl bj the Brararjr of VttiSmk, 114. 
Retam with a iKvr Army, and commir gicat Barbaritia, 
UU. It f.tK. AnHordofArMTi carried o£F by I^Ai/ii 
into MmA where they confent to be bapcned, 168 

XMaB^dedared Gesoal of the A^e«r&w MakMtcntt 10 the 
toon oinyU, 317. ItdedmdFriiioeoffliMy^gr by the 
SuittthUU, Defbted by the Duke of £»rM^ |2t 

TnmfUrs (Kfi%ht«) their firft Appeanace. 98 

TtitfMur Order, (Knights oF) their Original Inftitutioo, i4f . 
£iiffage in a long War againft their antieot Friends the pJei, 
ibid. Purchafe the Righu of fymUemdr^ Marauis of Brsn^ 
dinburft 14^. March two Armies into LiibumUj from 
whence they are chafed, after committing great Ravages, 
i6x. Their Injuftice, Gonqiiefts, and Barbarities, 171, &c. 
Become infupportabke to their Subjedi, iSS, Who are 
afiifted by tMmir Kine of F^Mud, ibid . 3cc. 

Unajwrif (of fiMni) the Extent of his Power, 4 



VAN DA, the Daughter of Griff i^ I. ele6M Queen of P«- 
iMid, If, Her Cbara£ler, Uid. Refn&» to efpouie a 
neighbouring Prince, and defeats his Troops i5. Devotes 
herlelf to Death in a ftrange manner, iM. 

Vhrnm befieged by the Twrks, 320, flee. The Condition of that 
City, 311 

VHnm gallantly defmded by the ?#/«» 166 

VhbouU endeavours to accommodate the Diftrences between 
hh Father Kiefimi and his CoafinfMgiUm Duke of UkbrnmU, 
160. is taken Priibner by Jugmm^ i6t. Elcapes from V\% 
Confinement, tbii. Is reconciled to ^iLgMm, ibid* Chafes 
the Knights of ffujpt^ out of UthuAMU, 161. Quits Luhu- 
Mm through Fear of Duke Skirgilim^ and takes Refuge 
among the Knights of Prmffi^ i^. lias Recourfe to 7«- 
gtliwtt who promifes him the Duchy of IhbtMnia, i6fm En- 
ters UthuanU with the Knights of Prs#i|, ajon Jh^tU§n'i 

Non- 
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Mottpcrformance of his Promiie, UfiJ, Joins with the Koights 
in the Siege oEViins^ ibid. Is obiig'd to raife the Sim. 167* 
Forms the Siege anew, but to no Efied, i^id. The Devaftii* 
tkms occafion'd by him and his Confederates m UihuMma^ 
ibid. Is invefted with that Duchy, c^. by JagMm^ WMi 
His Conduft, during the Brft Years of his Go?ernment, i68. 
His£xploits vaTtirtAryj ibid. Attempts the Conqueft ofGranJ 
Tftrtsry, ibid. His ill Succefs in that Expedition, 169, Sea 
Defeats the Frf$ffiMn3, &c. and ravages Livonia, 170. Coin* 
mits great Devafhtions in Mufcovy, 171. Contributes to the 
PreiefVation of the Teutaaic Order, 178. Concerts Mealiires 
with the Emperor Sigifmimd againft Jagellon King of PolMui, 
181. Is fruftrated therein, iM. 6cc. Dies with Ckief at hit 
Di^ppoincment, 184. His Charader, , iM, 

U 

T yiADISLAUS elcacd Duke o? PoUnJ, 85. Compdft 

^/ fome revolted Provinces to return to their Duty, 84. 
Suffers a Defeat in confcquence of a Miftake, 84, 8f . The 
Troubles he fuftain'd from ShignM bis natural Son, 8f, &c« 
Imprifbns, and then* pardons him, 88. Comes to an Accom- 
modation with his Sons, 89. His Death, 9« 

UtaMflMHs II. eleded Duke of Poland, 104. Violates the Treaty 
made between him and his Brothers, on that Occafion, by 
the Inftigation of his Confbrt, ioU, His ambitious Proje6ls, 
106. His Condu£l to his Brothers, 107. By whom he is 
defeated, Uid, &c. And driven out of Poland, 108. Makes 
Incurfions into Poland to no Efk€t, 109. Is aififled by the 
Emperor Barbarojfa, 111,111. His Brothers confent to his 
Return to Poland, ibid. His Deatii, ibid. 

UUdomir, (Palatine of Cracow) his Bravery againft the Tartars 
fruftrated in a great meafure by the Avarice of his Troops, 

134 

UrUm VI. eleded Pope, i jf . The Troubles occaHon'd by his 
imperious Condud:» ibid. &c. 

W 

WENCESLAUS, Duko of Bohemia, expels PrimiJUms 
from Cracow i but is afterwards defeat^ himfclf, 140. 
Ranked, by fbme Authors, among the Dukes of Poland, ibid. 
Chofen by the Poles to fuccecd Ladiflaus LokUk, whom they 
had deposed, 143. Efpoufcs the Pnnccfs Royal of Poland, 

»44 

IViefwtoiski {Michael Coribut) elected King of Poland in a tumul- 
tuous manner, 303. His modcft Gnuiucl, ond Character, 
304. Gives up Pcdolia to the Cojfaiks, and promiics the 
Sykan a Tribute, 30/. Hi;» D.-ath, 30 

Zi>mosld 
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^ mnt SubfuTie^ tbr tfa« Wir ia livwi. 114. U o4 
itttnCtt CencraL ^niJ mircbet to befic^ AoAiv, tbid. Htt' 

gillaat Bch^vi^ur ar dut Sieges trS, flee. U <fei>nV<i of Ju*j 
ffice of Gfoeral, 141* ?revaHf upon the met to favour 
^^^fmmik one of the CiodidttEs for th« Giviv^ A44- Tf 
Terms |ic rraajred^from thiit PnoeCt /^ 14^. Ddcats tJ 
GtmiMffft 140! furiiict aad def»ts thtm a iccond titAc, and 
takqdjg Archduke AJ^txtmiiJan Prifoaff, i^/ ^47. Dcfeiti 
the dppi ia a grcit Battle* t^o. His ConqucAs in thmU^ 
ff6,^K. Rcfjgru the Command of xhc Armj io Liv«utf, 



flWwJ Chirf of the fl«j5&#j,^^ great Aftioiii, 



:il 



Hb OMcrc for the Difpofa) at hi^ Body afrer his Death, tMJL 
ZMkmki defeats a great Army of Tttrh aod Tartars^ 173, %j^ 
The Treachery ot his Soldier«, and his hrare Retreat, 
8cc. Hb unionmitc Pcath» 
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